
STAND. COM. REP. NO. 18

Honolulu, Hawaii
2018

RE: H.B. No. 2280
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Ninth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2018
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health & Human Services, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2280 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to address the persistent
security problems at the Hawaii State Hospital by appropriating
funds to the Department of Health for the purchase of electronic
security devices, additional lighting and cameras, and capital
improvement projects including gates, relocation of a guard shack
and entry road, and the design and construction of a security
fence. This measure additionally requires the Department of
Health to report to the Legislature on the progress of
implementing its sec~.irity corrective action plan, the number of
escapes in the prior year, and other findings and legislative
recommendations.

The Department of Health testified in support of this
measure.

Your Committee notes numerous concerns with the State
Hospital. Over one hundred escapes from the Hawaii State Hospital
since 2001 were reported in testimony on this measure.
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Your Committee is particularly concerned about the
insufficient efforts being undertaken to prevent sexual
relationships between inmates and staff. In particular, because
the existence of sexual relationships between inmates and staff
may make the State vulnerable to lawsuits and criminal
proceedings.

Your Committee acknowledges that policy changes have been
implemented since the most recent high profile escape, however it
is concerned about the slow pace of the implementation.

Your Committee notes that the most monetarily significant
proposed change at the Hawaii State Hospital is the construction
of a new perimeter fence. Due to the nature of the most recent
high profile escape, your Committee is concerned that such a
project may not offer security benefits commensurate with the
cost.

Finally, your Committee notes that the Hawaii State Hospital
is in a unique situation and faces difficult problems. During
this period of reexamining security policies and assets, your
Committee believes that it behooves the Department of Health to
examine rules and procedures at other criminal incarceration
environments.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making a technical, nonsubstantive amendment for
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health & Human~Serv±ces that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 2280, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2280, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Public Safety.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health & Human
Services,

M. MIZtJNO



State of Hawaii +ISc~~I~2 I.I~
House of Representatives

The Twenty-ninth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health & Human Services

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~y~go
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) with amendments (HD) D Hold
D Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HHS Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. MIZUNO, John M. (C) —

2. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au —

4. LEARMONT, Lei R.

5. TUPOLA, Andria P.L. —.‘

TOTAL (5)

The recommendation is: Adopted ci Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicat (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


