
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE, 2017
STATE OF HAWAII

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

1 SECTION 1. The legislature finds that Act 234, Session

2 Laws of Hawaii 2016, was enacted with the best of intentions,

3 but has resulted in unintended negative consequences. The

4 original goal of Act 234 was to establish certain minimum

5 requirements for homeless shelters so that the shelters would be

6 more appealing to homeless people than the streets, sidewalks,

7 and parks. Act 234 also based homeless shelter stipend payments

8 on the performance of a shelter. Unfortunately, Act 234 made

9 the operation of homeless shelters more costly and caused the

10 closure of some shelters. Thus, the Act caused more homeless

11 people to return to the streets, sidewalks, and parks.

12 Accordingly, the purpose of this Act is to repeal the

13 provisions of Act 234, Session Laws of Hawaii 2016, that had

14 negative impacts on homeless shelters.

15 SECTION 2. Act 234, Session Laws of Hawaii 2016, is

16 amended as follows:

17 1. By repealing section 2.
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1 [“SECTION 2. Chapter 346, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

2 amended by adding a new section to part XVII to be appropriately

3 designated and to read as follows:

4 ~346 Emergency shelter; minimum requirements. (a)

5 This section shall apply to every emergency shelter operated by

6 a provider agency that is under contract with the department to

7 receive homeless shelter stipends for providing shelter and

8 services to homeless families or individuals at the emergency

9 shelter.

10 (b) The department shall require an emergency shelter to

11 comply with the following:

12 -(4-)- The shelter shall have the number of showers and

13 bathrooms that the department deems appropriate and

14 sufficient for the number of homeless families or

15 individuals that use the shelter and the capacity of

16 the shelter. The showers and bathrooms may be part of

17 the shelter building or portable and unattached to the

18 shelter building;

19 -(-2-)- The shelter shall have partitioned space for each

20 homeless family or individual that provides separation

21 from other homeless families or individuals in the
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1 øhcltcr. Thc minimum area of thc partitioncd ~pacc

2 and hcight of thc partition chall bc dctcrmincd by the

3 dcpartmcnt and may diffcr among tranoitional DhcltcrD,

4 according to thc numbcr of homclc~ familicz or

5 individualz that uoc thc Ghclter and the capacity of

6 thc ~hcltcr. A ohcltcr that providcø ocparatc rooms

7 or portablc dwclling units for homclco~ familico or

8 individualo, including converted ohipping containcro

9 or ochool claooroomo, ohall be dcemcd to exceed thio

10 minimum requircmcnt; and

11 -(-3-)- The ohelter ohall provide otorage for the peroonal

12 pooccosiono of each homclcoo family or individual

13 cerved by thc ohcltcr. The otorage ohall be occurable

14 by the homeleoo family or individual. The type and

15 number of the otorage equipment, opace, or area ohall

16 be determined by the department.

17 (a) The department may require an emergency ohelter to

18 comply with any other requiremonto that the department deemo

19 appropriate or neceooary. The requiremento eotabliohed by the

20 department may vary among emergency oheltero.
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19 2. Repealing section 5.

20 [“SECTION 5. Section 346 374, Hawaii Revi3ed Statutee, ic
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(d) A provider agency contracted to operate or manage an

emergency ohelter not owned by the department øhall comply with

the minimum requiremcntD of euboection (b) . The provider agency

Ghall bear all coøtc of compliance, unle~ø the department

provideo or contributec etate funding azoictance; provided that

thc 9tatc funding acDiotancc chall bc:

-(-1-)- In addition to homelecc chelter ctipendc paid to the

providcr agency under ccction 346 374;

-4-2-)- Subject to the availability of legiclative

appropriationc; and

-(-3-)- Recoverable, in whole or part, by the department if

the provider agency doec not perform caticfactorily

under or for the duration of the term of ito contract

with the department to operate or manage the chelter.

(c) A~1 ~

~ly with the mini~~

the department

~-~‘--~-_! chcltcr.”]
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1 “[E]~.3~16 371[]] Homclcso ohcltcr stipcndo. [(a) Thc

2 stipend limits per shclter unit of zcro bcdrooms shall bc

3 adjusted by the department annually on thc first day of July

4 pursuant to standards establizhcd by rule, which may consider

5 changes in thc cost of operating homelcss facilities, thc fair

6 markct rcnts, thc consumcr price mdcx, or othcr rclcvant

7 factors. A “shelter unit of zcro bedrooms” moans a living unit

8 that is a studio unit or a single room occupancy unit. The

9 homeless shelter stipend at transitional shelters for largcr

10 shelter units shall be proportional to the difference in unit

11 size. -

12 (b)] (a) The department may makc or may contract to make

13 homeless shelter stipend pa~cnts [on behalf of onc or more

14 homeless families or individuals] to a provider agency operating

15 or managing an emergency or transitional shelter [or, if the

16 department itself operates and manages a homeless facility, to

17 the department in amounts and under circumstances as provided by

18 rule. The contract may specify a minimum total amount of

19 homeless shelter stipends to be received by a provider agency

20 for making its shelter and services available to eligible

21 homeless families or individuals] . Under each contract, the
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6

dcpartmcnt ohall pay homclcoo ohcltcr otipcndo only for

pcrformancc mcaourco actually achievcd by thc providcr agcncy,

ouch go thc numbcr of homcleoo familico or individualo actually

providcd with ohcltcr and appropriatc ocrvicco at thc emergency

or tranoitional ohcltcr. Thc contract aloo may includc

provioiono for thc automatic adjuotmcnt of the homclcoo ohcltcr

otipcnd amounto, dcpcnding on factoro agrccd to by thc

dcpartmcnt and providcr agcncy.

[(c)] (b) In making homclcoo ohelter otipond paymcnto to a

provider agency, the department may eotablioh minimum ocrviceo

to be provided by the provider agency to homclcoo familico or

individualo at the provider agcncy’o oholtcr. The department

may aloo direct provider agcncico to eotablioh and manage a

oavingo account program ao doocribod in ouboection [(d).] (c).

Additionally, the department may direct provider agcncieo to

oubcontract for outreach ocrvicco from other private agcnc±eo

opecializing in programo for the unoheltercd homeleoo.

[(d) Provider agcncieo and] (c) When authorized under a

contract with the department, a provider agency may cotablioh

and collect ohelter and ocrvicco paymcnto from homclcoo familico

or individualo in addition to the amount received in homolcoo
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1 ohcltcr ctipcnd paymcnto [purouant to rulci. To thc cxtcnt

2 poooiblc, thc ohcltcr and ocrvicc pa~cnt amounto cotabliohcd

3 and collcctcd by a homclcoo facility, othcr than an cmcrgcncy

4 chcltcr, ohall bc baocd on thc homclcoo familico’ and

5 individualo’ ability to pay. If collection of pa~cnto baocd on

6 ability to pay io too difficult, cootly, or incfficicnt for thc

7 providcr agcncy, thc pa~cnt amounto may bc baocd on other

8 critcria authorizcd under thc contract or waivcd partially or

9 cntircly.

10 Provider agcncico and thc dcpartmcnt may aloo oct aoidc a

11 portion of thc paymcnto in a zavingo account to bc madc

12 availabic to homclcoo familico or individualo whcn thcoc

13 familico and individualo vacatc thc ohcltcr.

14 (d) Any otatc funding aooiotancc provided to a provider

15 agcncy for compliance with thc minimum rcquircmcnto undcr

16 ocction 346 (b) ohall bc in addition to homclcoo ohcltcr

17 otipendo paid to thc provider agency. “1

18 3. By repealing section 6.

19 [“SECTION 6. (a) For thc purpooc of thio ocction,

20 “emergency ohcltcr”, “providcr agency”, and “tranoitional
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(b) Each contract that takcø cffcct aftcr Junc 30, 2017,
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for thc opcration or managcmcnt of an cmcrgcncy or tranoitional

ohcltcr ohall comply with thic Act. Thiz rcguircmcnt ohall
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Act. “1

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

and stricken.

SECTION 4. This Act shall take 1onJun~0l7.

INTRODUCED BY:
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Report Title:
Homelessness; Homeless Shelters; Minimum Standards; Stipend
Payments; Act 234, Session Laws of Hawaii 2016; Provisions;
Repealed.

Description:
Repeals provisions of Act 234, Session Laws of Hawaii 2016,
pertaining to minimum standards for homeless shelters and
homeless shelter stipend payments.
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