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ANNUAL REPORT ON THE RESEARCH AND TRAINING REVOLVING FUND
2016-2017 

INTRODUCTION
The Research and Training Revolving Fund continues to be very effective in stimulating research,
which results in extramural contracts and grants. This report summarizes the investments of the 
Fund for 2016-2017 and indicates the effectiveness of this support. Procedures for awarding grants 
from the Fund were the same as in previous years. 
The Governor’s approved guidelines for the administration and investments of the Fund: 
1. The funds were administered by the Vice President for Research & Innovation (VPRI),

the UH Vice Chancellor for Research (VCR), and the University Research Council 
within the general guidelines approved by the University President.

2. The funds were administered in the four categories described under Part I – Fund 
Investments.

I. FUND INVESTMENTS
Pursuant to HRS Section 304A-2253, $49,018,661 was deposited into the Research and Training 
Revolving Fund and invested as follows: 
A. Scholarly Development Fund

The Scholarly Development Fund serves two purposes. The first is to provide seed money 
support to develop research projects or training programs for extramural funding. The
second is to provide travel funds for University professionals that enable them to
communicate research and new ideas at international, national or regional meetings, and to
permit contact with extramural funding agencies. 
Investments
A total of $350,000 was invested in Professional Travel by the UH VCR 
distributed as follows: 
The Council reviewed 238 travel requests totaling $543,714. It made 238 awards totaling
$314,649. Table 1 lists the Professional Travel recipients.
A total of $75,000 was invested in Professional Travel for UH West O‘ahu and was 
distributed as follows: 
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The Council reviewed 49 travel requests totaling $103,359. It made 44 awards totaling 
$76,271. Table 2 lists the Professional Travel recipients.

Investments for 2016-2017: $425,000
B. Facilitating Services Fund

The Facilitating Services Fund is used to support the research, instruction and public service 
missions of the University units that generated overhead revenue. 
The fund is invested in proportion to the overhead revenue generated by each of the units. 
Effective FY 1999, the Deans  and  Directors  of the  units  were  granted  the authority to 
expend these funds at their own discretion. 
Investments
A total of $36,862,277 was invested in the fund. Table 3 lists the distribution by unit. 
Investments for 2016-2017: $36,862,277

C. Project Development Fund
The Project Development Fund is used to facilitate research and training in new or developing 
fields, provide matching funds for the acquisition of research equipment, and to promote
participation in professional organizations. 
Investments
The UH VCR made 69 awards totaling $8,719,892.  Table 4 lists the Project Development
Fund recipients. 
$1,500 was invested in the Student Excellence in Research Awards by the UH VCR.
Table 5 lists the Student Excellence in Research Awards recipients.
Investments for 2016-2017: $8,721,392

D. Vice President for Research and Innovation Investments:
A total of $12,104,655 was invested for infrastructure:
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FY 2017
RCUH Management Fees                                          4,624,613 A-133 Audit                                              386,457
Office of the VP for Research and Innovation                                          1,712,293 
Office of Research Services                                          3,299,027 
Office of Innovation and Commercilization                                              759,376
Office of Research Compliance                                          1,322,889 
   TOTAL                                        12,104,655

The VPRI made 22 awards totaling $5,094,296 in support of programs summarized in Table 6.
Investments for 2016-2017: $17,445,717

E. Summary of Investments

Carry Forwards 
/ Adjustments

Expenditures
FY 2017

Committed to 
be Spent

Available 
Balance

Professional Travel
Allocation Total Available

           425,000            171,625            596,625            384,388             212,236           -

Facilitating Services       27,909,085       22,677,236       50,586,321       25,450,511        25,135,810           -

Project Development Fund
Vice Chancellor for Research         8,601,692         1,997,266       10,597,458         4,142,882          6,454,577           -
Student Excellence in Research Awards               1,500                     -                1,500                1,500           -

Vice President for Research & Innovation            (23,271)        (5,561,657)   1        (5,584,928)         5,478,653       (11,063,582)           -
Research Infrastructure

TOTAL
      12,104,655            927,681       13,032,337       12,885,908             146,428           -
      49,018,661       20,212,151       69,229,312       48,343,842        20,885,470           -

1 In 2009, the State Legislature swept $5.1 million dollars from the University’s RTRF via §24 of Act 79, SLH 2009, SB884, SD2, HD1, CD1, A Bill for An Act Relating to 
Non-General Funds.  In 2010, the State Legislature swept another $400K from the University’s RTRF via §23 of Act 192, SLH 2010, HB2542, HD1, SD2, CD1, A Bill for 
an Act Relating to Non-General Funds.
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II. RESULTS OF SEED MONEY AND PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AWARDS
A. Extramural Awards to Recipients of Seed Money

Recipients of these funds are actively seeking new sources to support their
research. The Scholarly Development Fund (“Fund”) is very important in this
connection, especially for younger faculty not yet having established a track
record. Once they have initiated research with seed money, they can cite initial
results, and thus make a much stronger case for receiving additional support.
Results from seed money are not always immediate, but may occur sometime
after a seed money award. The results reported herein thus may be due to funds
invested in earlier years.  The Fund was initiated in 1975.
The Research Council awards for seed money from the Fund give due
consideration to the potential for generating extramural support. Faculty
receiving seed money awards must indicate their plans for extramural funding to
further research. During the last fiscal year, no awards were given for seed 
money.

B. Extramural Awards to Faculty Receiving Travel Support
The recipients of these travel awards are all productive scholars with active research
agendas. The presentation of their research results at major professional meetings
allows the investigators to meet with potential sponsors and exchange ideas with
colleagues. It also exposes the broader professional community, including funding
agencies, to the work being accomplished at the University of Hawai‘i, results in
increased professional recognition of investigator and the University, and leads to 
additional funding.

III. TOTAL EXTRAMURAL SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH/TRAINING, 2016-2017
Attached summary table, Table 7 for research and non- research projects, each
of which gives comparative figures for awards made to the University, the past
five years.
In 2016-2017, research awards worth $209,248,788 and training awards worth
$177,751,917 were received.
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CONCLUSIONS:
As summarized in this report, the Research and Training Revolving Fund is essential to the
effective operation of the programs administered through this office. It is one of the most
important sources of support this University has. The Governor and the Legislature should be
commended for their foresight in establishing the Fund as an investment in the health of research
and training at the University, and for the provision of the additional funds for equipment, repairs 
and maintenance.

Respectfully submitted,

Vassilis L. Syrmos
Vice President for Research & Innovation

Attachments
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Campus  Basis  Allocation 
Cancer Center 4,051,705.76 3,038,780
College of Arts & Humanities 23,104.93 17,329
College of Education 1,368,159.09 1,026,119
College of Engineering 907,152.84 680,365
College of Languages, Linguistics and Literature 310,171.02 232,628
College of Natural Sciences 3,358,624.42 2,483,503
College of Social Sciences 1,386,530.74 1,039,898
College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources 2,434,512.69 1,825,885
Hawai'inuiakea School of Hawaiian Knowledge 14,434.65 10,826
Institute for Astronomy 3,703,263.20 2,777,447
John A. Burns School of Medicine 8,379,981.87 6,284,987
Lyon Arboretum 49,280.99 36,961
Outreach College 2,424.24 1,818
School of Architecture 32,775.65 24,582
School of Nursing 246,006.91 184,505
School of Ocean and Earth Science Technology 12,011,344.77 9,141,022
School of Pacific and Asian Studies 69,907.48 52,430
School of Social Work 345,940.18 259,455
Shilder College of Business 51,079.35 38,309
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, Undergraduate Education 61,747.59 46,311
Vice Chancellor for Administration Finance and Operations 32.70 25
Vice Chancellor for Students 264,314.80 198,236
Waikiki Aquarium 1,883.32 1,412
Water Resources Research Center 70,264.06 52,698
William S. Richardson School of Law 151,626.56 113,720

39,296,269.78 29,569,251
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Campus  Basis  Allocation 
UH Hilo 2,368,861.19 1,776,646
SBDC 98,945.76 74,210
   Subtotal - Hilo 2,467,806.95 1,850,856

UH West Oahu 120,694.67 90,521
   Subtotal - West O‘ahu 120,694.67 90,521

VP for Community College 119,058.34 89,293
VP for CC - TAACCCT 490,835.66 368,127
Hawai‘i CC 180,642.51 135,482
Honolulu CC 60,439.39 45,329
Kapi‘olani CC 281,499.71 211,125
Kaua‘i CC 236,816.01 177,612
Leeward CC 251,906.06 188,929
Maui College 1,049,845.48 787,384
Windward CC 190,596.66 142,948
   Subtotal - Community College 2,861,639.82 2,146,229

Office of the President 10,400.88 9,201
VP for Budget & Finance 372,742.74 279,557
Pacific Disaster Center 166,987.23 125,240
Information Technology Services 3,721,444.65 2,791,084
Applied Research Laboratory 674.69 338
   Subtotal - System 4,272,250.19 3,205,420

   Grand Total 49,018,661.40 36,862,277



Ta
ble

 4
201

6-2
017

Pro
jec

t D
eve

lop
me

nt F
und

 Aw
ard

s
Aw

ard
ed

by
Vic

eC
han

cel
lor

for
Re

sea
rch

Pag
e 38

of 4
3



Ta
ble

 4
201

6-2
017

Pro
jec

t D
eve

lop
me

nt F
und

 Aw
ard

s
Aw

ard
ed

by
Vic

eC
han

cel
lor

for
Re

sea
rch

Pag
e 39

of 4
3



Ta
ble

 4
201

6-2
017

Pro
jec

t D
eve

lop
me

nt F
und

 Aw
ard

s
Aw

ard
ed

by
Vic

eC
han

cel
lor

for
Re

sea
rch

Pag
e 40

of 4
3



Pag
e 41

of 4
3

Ta
ble

5
201

6-2
017

Stu
den

tE
xce

llen
ce

inR
ese

arc
hA

wa
rds

Ite
m

Pri
nci

pal
Inv

est
iga

tor
Am

oun
tA

wa
rde

d
An

ton
io, 

Ma
pua

na
Pub

lic 
He

alth
 Stu

die
s

500
Bes

t, W
illia

m
Ins

titu
te f

or A
stro

nom
y

500
3

Ch
ew

, G
len

n
Joh

n A
. B

urn
s S

cho
ol o

f M
edi

cin
e

500 1,5
00



Pag
e 42

of 4
3

Ta
ble

 6
201

6-2
017

VP
 for

 Re
sea

rch
 & 

Inn
ova

tion
 Aw

ard
s



Pag
e 43

of 4
3

Ta
ble

 7
Fiv

e-Y
ear

 Su
mm

ary
 of 

Re
sea

rch
 an

d N
on-

Re
sea

rch
 Gr

ant
s a

nd 
Co

ntr
act

s A
wa

rde
d

 


