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In consideration of
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 31/SENATE RESOLUTION 6
URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES TO
CONDUCT AN EXTENSIVE STATEWIDE PUEO HABITAT INVENTORY

Senate Concurrent Resolution 31/Senate Resolution 6 urge the Department of Land and Natural
Resources (Department) to conduct an extensive statewide pueo habitat inventory in
collaboration with the University of Hawaii (UH), nonprofit environmental organizations, and
other stakeholders and submit reports to the Legislature, including any proposed legislation. The
Department offers the following comments.

The Department recognizes the need for a state-wide habitat inventory for the pueo and is
working on these efforts as funding and partnerships develop. Specifically, the Department has
received funds from two wind farms owned by SunEdison, LLC: Kaheawa Wind Power Il on
Maui, and Kahuku Wind Power on O*ahu, to mitigate the impacts to pueo associated with these
wind farms. The Department, in collaboration with UH, is working on a project to develop
standardized survey tools for use in evaluating population size, distribution, and habitat use of
the pueo on the island of O‘ahu, where this species is listed as endangered by the State. The
Department expects this study to begin in April, pending final approval and processing of the
biologist selected for the project. The results of this study will have state-wide implications on
assessing pueo populations for each island.



Furthermore, a partnership between the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, the
Department’s Division of Forestry and Wildlife Maui Nui Seabird Recovery Project
(administered through the UH Pacific Cooperative Studies Unit), the Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve
Commission, and the United States Department of Agriculture/Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service/Wildlife Services has initiated a pilot/feasibility study to test capture and
marking techniques of pueo on multiple islands including Hawai‘i, Maui, Kaho‘olawe, and
O*ahu. The results of this study are expected to enhance capture and marking techniques for
pueo that will lead to further research on the distribution and abundance of the species, and
identify limiting factors and management needs of the species.

The Department notes that extensive state-wide pueo-specific inventories, and the analysis of
data from field surveys and research, would be both time and cost intensive, and would not be
feasible prior to the 2018 Regular Legislative Session as described in these measures. The
Department could report on the findings of the current research contract, which will be ongoing
by then.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these measures.
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Testimony Submitted to the Senate Committee on Water and Land,
Senate Committee on Higher Education, and Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment
By the Conservation Council for Hawai’i
Hearing: Friday, March 10, 2017 1:15 pm
Room 224

Support for SCR 31/SR 6 Urging the Department of Land and Natural Resources to Conduct an Extensive
Statewide Pueo Habitat Inventory

Chair Rhoads, Chair Kahele, Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Kidani, Vice Chair Riviere, and Members of the
Committees,

Aloha. The Conservation Council for Hawai‘i supports SCR 31 and SR 6, which urge the Department of
Land and Natural Resources to conduct an extensive statewide pueo habitat inventory.

We recommend that the habitat inventory note whether any given habitat is currently or was previously
occupied by pueo, if possible. We also recommend that the presence of pueo be noted during any fields
inventories, and that current and past population estimates be included in the report, if possible.

A survey of occupied and unoccupied suitable habitat is essential to recovering this endangered bird on
O’ahu and maintaining healthy populations on the neighbor islands. We must set aside habitat to be
managed for the pueo. If not, we will wake up one morning and find the pueo extirpated from O‘ahu and
possibly the neighbor islands as well.

Bird populations can decline very quickly once they reach a critical small population size. For example,
the bones of the endangered ‘ua‘u (Hawaiian petrel) are the most frequently found bones in sinkholes and
archaeological sites on the ‘Ewa plain and in Kalaeloa today. At one time, there were probably millions of
‘ua’u on O’ahu; today, there are none. In a relatively short time, Hawaiian petrels have completely
disappeared from O‘ahu as a result of habitat loss, and predators.

Unlike forest birds and nesting seabirds — which occur in protected
watersheds, natural area reserves, and offshore islets — and waterbirds
— which occur in protected wetlands — the pueo’s habitat includes
abandoned agricultural lands, native and non-native grasslands in
urban areas, and other sites that are planned for land development.
These pueo habitats may not appear suitable for supporting native
birds, or they support very few pueo, especially on O‘ahu, where the
owls are listed as endangered by the State. Nonetheless, these
habitats must be protected if we want to recover the pueo and protect
it for future generations. It's our choice.

We have a limited opportunity to recover the pueo on O’ahu and keep it healthy on the neighbor islands.
Please support SCR 31 and SR 6. Also, please encourage the University of Hawai‘i - West O‘ahu to follow
the law and help recover the pueo on its land. This institute of higher learning should set the proper
example of protecting our cultural and natural heritage.

Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify.

Marjorie Ziegler
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Executive Director: Marjorie Ziegler | Administrator: Jonnetta Peters
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S.C.R.31/SR. 6
Urging DLNR to Conduct an Extensive Statewide Pueo Habitat Inventory

Chairpersons, Vice Chairpersons, and members of the committees, my name is Linda Paul and |
am testifying in favor of S.C.R. 31/S.R. 6 as a volunteer, President of and in behalf of the
approximately 2000 members of the Hawaii Audubon Society.

Hawaii is known as the endangered species capital of the United States and unfortunately our
native species are continuing to go extinct. The Pueo, Hawaii's only native owl, has joined the
long list of native birds that are either extinct or are endangered or threatened. Once widely
distributed on all the main islands, the Pueo began declining in the early 1900s as a result of the
loss of their ground nesting habitat due to sugar and pineapple cultivation. More recently large
scale suburban housing developments have reduced their habitat still further. Alien species
predation and collisions with wind farms and motor vehicles have also reduced their numbers.
In 1982 the State of Hawaii listed the Pueo's Oahu population as endangered.

However, Pueo populations on the neighbor islands are also declining as indicated by the
Hawaii Audubon Society's Annual Christmas Bird Count. By how much and at what rate we yet
don't know. The Pueo is one of the least-studied endemic species and much more data is
needed to inform management decisions.



SCR 31/SR 6 urges the Department of Land & Natural Resources - Division of Forestry & Wildlife
(DLNR-DOFAW) to conduct an extensive statewide inventory of Pueo habitat so that informed
decisions can be made that will prevent yet another of our native bird species from going
extinct.

This Resolution also requests DLNR to submit a report regarding the Pueo habitat inventory,
including any recommended legislation, to the Legislature no later than 20 days prior to the
convening of the Regular Session of 2018.

Attached to this testimony is a very informative article about the Pueo recently published in the
Society's journal ‘Elepaio that was written by Afsheen Siddiqi, a DLNR-DOFAW ornithologist.

Please pass S.C.R. 31/S.R. 6 and t__ nk you for giving me the opportunity to testify.

LI B~

Linda M. B. Paul
808-262-6859



any
IETY

4

:%WAJ}
% N 50

YOLUME 77, NUMBER 1

Journal of the
Hawai'i Audubon Society
For the Protection of
0 Hawai'i’s Native Wildlife
M

JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2017

A brief review of Hawaii’s only native owl, the pueo
by Afsheen Siddiqi, State Seabird and Waterbird Coordinator
State of Hawai‘i Department of Land and Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and Wildlife

Although first described in the litera-
ture by Bloxham in 1826 (Konig and
Weick 2008), the Pueo or Hawaiian
short-eared owl (4sio flammeus sand-
wichensis) has long been chronicled
throughout Hawaiian folklore and been
revered highly to the people of the is-
lands. In Hawaiian mythology. Pueo
were worshipped as gods and are still
honored as ancestral guardian spirits, or
‘aumakua, by Hawaiians today. Hawai-
ians believe that after the death of one’s
ancestor, the spirit can still protect and
influence the remaining family acting
through a body such as that of an owl,
shark, or turtle. Each species channeled
by the ancestor held unique strengths
and the Pueo is described as a special
protector in battle or danger (Beckwith
1940). The Pueo is one of the most
widely recognized of the Hawaiian
‘aumakua.

The Pueo is one of only two owl species found in the Hawaiian
Archipelago, the other being the non-native Barn owl (7yvto alba).
Pueo are considered endemic to Hawai'i and are one of nine sub-
species of the North American short-eared ow! found throughout
the world (Pratt et al. 2009). Pueo are widely distributed across the
main Hawaiian Islands, and have likely been established since the
Polynesians arrived in the islands, but short-eared owls were prob-
ably semi-regularly visitors long before that time (Olson and
James 1982, Pratt et al. 2009). Additionally. short-eared owl sight-
ings in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands and Johnston Atoll
have been documented but are likely migrant owls from North
America or Asia rather than the Hawaiian sub-species (Mostello
1994),

Found from sea level to 8,000-foot elevations, Pueo tolerate a wide
variety of climatic conditions, ranging from open grasslands.
shrublands. montane habitats, and agricultural areas to rain forests
and urban settings (Pratt et al. 2009, Hawai‘i DLNR 2015). As
suggested. Pueo may not have established until Polynesians dis-
covered the Hawaiian Islands, linking their residence to the an-
thropogenic changes to a more open habitat and mammalian prey
introduction such as rats (Pratt et al. 2009). Pueo diets consist pri-
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marily of rodents, but they are also known
to eat birds and insects (Snetsinger et al,
1994).

Once widely distributed on all the main
islands, Pueo were observed to be declin-
ing in the early 1900°s with declines at-
tributed to the increase of cultivated land
and partly because they were being shot
as they were thought to be killing young
chickens (Hershaw 1902, Perkins 1903).
Although population numbers for Pueo
have not been estimated. data from the
Hawai'i Audubon Society’s Christmas
Bird Count indicate a decline since the
1960°s and decreases on other islands
since counts were started in the 1970's
(Mostello 1994). Fewer and fewer sight-
ings of the owls have led many to believe
that the species is in decline which led the
State of Hawai‘i listing the Pueo as an
endangered species on the island of
O‘ahu in 1982 (Hawai‘i Administrative
Rules Chapter 13-124. Exhibit 2). The species is not currently listed
by the Federal Endangered Species Act, but is still afforded Federal
protections under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

Currently, extensive loss of habitat owing to development, and con-
version of large tracts of undeveloped pasture land to agricultural,
residential, and recreational uses are thought to be contributing to
population declines (Hawai'i DLNR 2015). In addition to habitat
destruction, the introduction of mammalian predators including cats,
dogs, pigs, and mongoose are considerable threats to the species. As
ground nesting species, young owlets are particularly vulnerable to
predation threats. Trauma due to vehicle collisions also threatens the
survival of the Pueo (Aye 1994. Work and Hale 1996).

Comprehensive statewide surveys designed to derive population
estimates, specifically for Pueo, are needed and may require signifi-
cant effort to obtain accurate results. As with many of the endemic
bird species of Hawai'i, research and data are invaluable to inform
best management decisions. Pueo in particular are one of the least-
studied endemic species and necessitates long-term studies to begin
to understand their life history traits. abundance and demographics.
The few studies that have been attempted to address the Pueo’s



biology, ecology, and life history have proved challenging due to
the scarcity of the species and current methodologies, as gathering
such information requires capturing animals to tag them in order to
monitor them closely. A 1994 study conducted on Pueo was suc-
cessful in observing only one nest and resulted in a brood size of
three (Mostello 1994). This one observation is in line with infor-
mation from short-eared owls in other regions of the world that lay
between two and seven eggs (Aye 1994). If Pueo are similar to
other short-eared owls, nesting is dependent on food supplies,
hatching is asynchronous, incubation of eggs is about 26 days, and
chicks leave the nest between 12 to 17 days (Aye 1994),

There is much to learn about our resident short-eared owl and an
upcoming project collaboration between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the Department of Land and Natural Resources Division
of Forestry and Wildlife (Division) Maui Nui Seabird Recovery
Project through the University of Hawai‘i Pacific Cooperative
Studies Unit, Kaho'olawe Island Reserve Commission. and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services is expected to
start at the end of 2016. The results of this study are expected to
enhance capture and marking techniques of Pueo that will lead to
further research on the status, range per island, and management
needs of the species.

Additionally, the Division has received funds from two wind farms
owned by SunEdison, LLC: Kaheawa Wind Power Il on Maui and
Kahuku Wind Power on O‘ahu to mitigate the impacts to Pueo
associated with these wind farms. The Division is currently work-
ing with the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa to initiate a Pueo re-
search study with these funds. The work which is anticipated to
begin early 2017 is expected to provide information on the Pueo
population for the island of O‘ahu. Specifically. the Division is
seeKing to improve survey methodology for the species, model
Pueo distribution and abundance, understand habitat utilization,
estimate population size on O‘ahu. and engage a citizen science
project.

The Division anticipates that these projects will provide useful infor-
mation to better manage and ensure the survival of the Pueo. The Divi-
sion further hopes that the citizen science project will excite the public
to become engaged with research and data acquisition for conserva-
tion. Effective citizen science relies on good outreach. In the case of
Pueo, this relies on the proper identification of our native species. The
Pueo is often times confused with the more common non-native inva-
sive Barn owl. Both species are active during crepuscular periods, but
Barn owls are mainly nocturnal while the Pueo is most often observed
during the daytime. Some key attributes that differ between these spe-
cies is size, color, and nest/roost site. Pueo are darker in color, smaller,
and nest on the ground where as Barn owls will use trees and struc-
tures for nests. The public can help accelerate our knowledge on Pueo
distribution throughout the islands and citizen science allows data to
be collected on a scale that would otherwise be impossible to gather.

Afsheen Siddiqi is a Wildlife Biologist with the Department of Land and
Natural Resources Division of Forestry and Wildlife. She is the State
Seabird and Waterbird Coordinator and previously held the Conservation
Initiatives Coordinator position working on endangered species issues.
Afsheen has been with the State for over 5 years.
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Position Announcement: Post Doctoral Fellow
Hawaiian Short-eared Owl

Postdoctoral fellowship available for a Hawaiian Short-eared Owl distri-
bution modeling project on O'ahu. Research will include estimating
population size on O‘ahu and relative abundance in various habitat
types. Data collection may be conducted on both lowland and moun-
tainous sites in rough or uneven terrain and variable weather condi-
tions. Contact Dr. Melissa Price, UH-CTAHR Dept. of Natural Re-
sources and Environmental Management for additional information,
email: pricemel@hawaii.edu.
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COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND
Senator Karl Rhoads
Senator Mike Gabbard

COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION
Senator Kaiali‘i Kahele
Senator Michelle N. Kidani

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT
Senator Mike Gabbard
Senator Gil Riviere

SCR31/SR6
URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES TO CONDUCT AN
EXTENSIVE STATEWIDE PUEO HABITAT INVENTORY

March 10, 2017

Chair Rhoads, Chair Kahele, Chair Gabbard
Vice Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Kidani, Vice Chair Riviere
Committee Members

While Hawaii’s Thousand Friends supports SCR 31 and SR 6, which calls on DLNR to
conduct an extensive statewide pueo habitat inventory we request that the inventory begin
on Oahu.

We understand that U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and DOFAW will be conducting a
statewide inventory of pueo but the Oahu pueo is the only pueo listed by the State as
endangered under the Endangered Species Law HRS chapter 195D. Therefore, there is an
urgency to begin and concentrate an inventory on Oahu.

Endemic to the Hawaiian Islands Oahu’s pueo population is believed to be declining and
considered very rare due to loss of nesting habitat, loss of foraging habitat, and reduced
prey availability from urbanization of open grasslands.

Under the Endangered Species Act HRS Chapter 195D the pueo are only protected from a
‘take’ which is defined as to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or
collect an endangered species. The Act does not protect pueo habitat or foraging areas.



The endemic pueo is protected under the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Migratory Bird Treaty
Act but unfortunately this Act also does not protect habitat or foraging areas.

Pueo mainly eat small rodents; live in wet and dry forests, grasslands and shrub lands and
nest on the ground. They lay three to six white eggs over a span of several months, which
hatch at different times.

Pueo have been seen flying in the grasslands of Honouliuli and around the UH West Oahu
area but there have been only two pueo sightings reported in the Ka'ena Point Natural Area
Reserve in the last ten years. So how many pueo are there on Oahu?

There is a need for a statewide inventory because there are no population estimates, no
population trend estimates, no movement data and little is understood of the general
ecology, especially breeding, of the pueo. But that inventory must begin on Oahu where the
pueo population is the most vulnerable and in the most danger.

Photo: Jack Wolford



LAND USE DESIGNATIONS NEED TO EMBRACE PUEO HABITAT

by Michael Kumukauoha Lee

In my family photo album, there is a Hawaiian owl called Pueo. In Hawaiian, ‘Aumakua is
defined as a benevolent guardian sprit or family protector- and it is this Pueo, that is my family’s
Aumakua.

Over the years, transformations to Pueo habitat have proven to be fatal to its wellbeing-
especially on Oahu where this endemic owl is listed as endangered.

How did the Pueo elude every Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) undertaken on the island
of Oahu and furthermore, avoid being sighted by all those petitioners seeking to reclassify their
property from agricultural or preservation status to that of commercial, urban or industrial land
use?

Historically, the first colonizers could not capture nor even shoot down the Pueo to take back to
Europe as a specimen for display even though it was bountiful in their sights. So the answer to
the question is, that it is inherent within the Pueo to remain stealth in its activities even though it
makes its nest on the ground and is active during the day for all to witness. It simply thrives on
not being seen.

And that trait just happens to be the demise of the Pueo on Oahu. For in order for the Pueo to be
protected and saved where at, it has to appear and make a scene for the investigators when they
are on site performing their EIS inventory. The expectations that the Pueo will suddenly reveal
itself on cue, contradicts everything intrinsic to the Pueo. And thus far, the Pueo has won every
battle going sight unseen to protect its own interests not knowing that such behavior has
contributed to its own plight.

We know the Pueo is here with us getting food to carry on and reproduce. That somewhere is
right here in Ewa where | and others do see that bird, and we see it often. Due to the success of
the Pueo, it is able to evade all detection during the EIS investigation process and because of
that, about to lose critical habitat necessary to sustain itself.

This loss of habitat can be best described as a pair of scissors cutting out the Pueo from all
memory, as if it were being systematically and intentionally erased from every picture taken
within my family photo aloum. No habitat, no Pueo, it simply comes down to just that.



| believe we can use the Pueo as a vehicle to heal this town. Whether one is pro or con rail or up
or down on Ho’opili, everyone, developer to tree hugger alike, can find common purpose to see
to it that the Pueo does indeed, get cared for in our land use plans and remain in photo albums to
come.

The first step toward uniting our island, is to learn about what the status of the Pueo is in our
own backyard.
Michael Kumukauoha Lee

Recognized Native Hawaiian Cultural Practitioner
and Honouliuli Cultural Descendant



COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND

Kenekoa/Senator Karl Rhoads, Luna Ho‘omalu/Chair

Kenekoa/Senator Mike Gabbard, Hope Luna Ho‘omalu/Vice Chair
COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION

Kenekoa/Senator Kaiali‘i Kahele, Luna Ho‘omalu/Chair
Kenekoa/Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Hope Luna Ho‘omalu/Vice Chair
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT
Kenekoa/Senator Mike Gabbard, Luna Ho‘omalu/Chair

Kenekoa/Senator Gil Riviere, Hope Luna Ho‘omalu/Vice Chair

RE: URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES TO
CONDUCT AN EXTENSIVE STATEWIDE PUEO HABITAT INVENTORY.

Aloha Chairs and Committee Members

Kanehili Cultural Hui is in support of SCR 31 /SR 6

The main flaw in this resolution, which is not a bill, is that the Pueo is not considered endangered
on the Neighbor Islands - Just Oahu, and in particular the Ewa Plain where its existence is in the
greatest danger.

The endangered Ewa Plain Pueo habitat must be surveyed first before anywhere else on Oahu or
the Neighbor Islands. This is important for their habitat survival which is being developed

RIGHT NOW.

The UH West Oahu has Na Pueo as its mascot and has a mission statement to preserve and
propagate Hawaiian cultural values. Some it seems want to forget this RESPONSIBILITY.

Save The Hawaiian Pueo Owl on the Ewa Plain

https://www.facebook.com/SavePueoOwl/
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Spend an hour talking story with a local and you’ll likely hear
the word ‘aumakua arise. Synonymous with ancestral spirits,
‘aumakuas often assume the physical form of sharks, turtles,
geckos, eels, and birds. But perhaps its most prevalent shape
is that of the Hawaiian owl, the Pueo.

Cat-eyed, black-billed, and quietly strong, pueo are a sight to
behold—

The Pueo, a subspecies of the North American short-eared owl, can occasionally be seen
nesting on the ground and taking to the skies, with arcs of flight natives deem divine.

While most owls are known for making an appearance after nightfall, Pueo are an
early bird and also seen around sunset and twilight periods.

When active during the day, they’re known to hover and soar over grasslands in search of food.



Pueo hunt and feed on small rodents, -mice, rats.

Dating is a vigorous game for mating pueo, with males performing aerial displays of
flirtation—something that’s known as sky dancing—to frisky, prospective females,
who by and large outweigh them.
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Consider these show-offs a chivalrous bunch: They feed their women and defend the nests.
Fledglings mature at a rate that would make any human parent envious: After nesting on foot
and relying on their parents for food, they generally embark on their own after a mere six
weeks. But such nests are busy places: Females generally lay three to six eggs over a span of
several months, with chicks hatching at different times throughout the year. Meaning, it’s not
uncommon to find adults, teens, and infants sharing the same twiggy abode. And beware,
predators: Those who inch too close are met with an incredible fuss, with both parents erupting
in hisses, screeches, and barks—a warning call to which, in an ironic twist of nature, the very
rodents and mongooses they hunt can be impervious.




While pueo were widely spotted in the 1900s and are present on all of the
Hawaiian Islands—from sea level to 8,000 feet—they’re listed as an endangered
species on the island of Oahu. They are especially endangered on the Ewa Plain.



Light pollution, to which the 14-17-inch owl is highly sensitive, vehicular crashes, disease, and
“sick owl syndrome” —an illness with controversial links to pesticides that leaves Pueo dazed
and more prone to accidents—have all contributed to this beloved raptor’s decline.

Based on fossils, tawny-plumaged Pueo are believed to have taken perch in the
Hawaiian Islands shortly after the arrival of Polynesians around 300 A.D., with
some speculating that they appeared even prior to humans.

As with any number of Hawaiian words—take, for example, the myriad definitions of aloha—
the word Pueo signifies much more than just the owl. It’s associated with taro, which for
ancient Hawaiians was considered one of life’s foremost staples. The deified Pueo is also linked
to the rocking of a child and the canoe. Drive on any island and you'll likely find a street sign,
school, or park bearing this ‘aumakua’s sacred name, serving as a testament to its lasting power
in life and legend.

As ‘aumakuas, the wingspan of the pueo stretches far and wide.

Believed in Hawaiian culture to be the creaturely manifestation of those who have passed, each
form of the “Aumakua—from a rock to an animal to a person to a place—possesses a unique set
of strengths, and the Pueo has very high status, which includes Akua, which means divine.

Pueo—dark-lashed and sage—are believed to be one of the oldest ancestral spirits.

Hawaiian oral history records the existence of Pueo-nui-akea, an owl that provides wandering
souls with direction, while Oahu stories tell of Pu’u-pueo, an owl king in Manoa. On the Ewa
Plain the Pueo is associated with being a guardian and guide for the Leina a ka Uhane — leaping
place of souls to the next world. Pueo are seen as having a special connection with the spirit
world. For anyone who has had a direct experience with Pueo know they have a profound
effect with their deep insightful eyes and careful observation of everything around them.

Of their many gifts, Pueo are also associated with battle, functioning as a protector
during war or danger.

Ali’i (or chiefs) of defeated armies kept careful watch of a pueo’s line of flight, as it was
understood that the owl would lead them back to safety, while the god Kane—from which the
word male was derived—was believed to assume the shape of an owl in battle to shield his
people.

One of the most well-known legends tells of a warrior of King Kamehameha’s who,
in the midst of a battle, was on the verge of throwing himself off a cliff when an
owl flew to his aid and held him from leaping.
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Endemic to Hawaii, Pueo are often confused with the Barn Owl, but telling
differences exist.

Barn owls were brought to the islands in the early 60s to control the rat population in cane
fields—have ivory-hued, heart-shaped faces with dark black eyes. Barn Owls use the cover of

darkness to hunt their prey.

On the Ewa Plain, the Pueo and Barn Owl have seemed to have developed a
symbiotic relationship, sharing the daytime and nighttime foraging periods.

In conclusion, Pueo have long been believed to be a sign of spiritual intervention.

They are asking for YOUR HELP. This is not a joke. The Pueo are a crucially
important part of the Aina and soul of the Ewa Plain and the people who live
there. We don’t think most people would support killing American Bald Eagles,
symbol of the United States.

The Hawaiian Pueo is on a sacred and spiritual level of the highest importance.
Please don’t let these wonderful, intelligent, sacred creatures down. Mahalo.
John Bond, President

Kanehili Cultural Hui

Ewa, Honouliuli, Oahu




Spirit Owls And What They Mean To Ancient Cultures

https://whatismyspiritanimal.com/spirit-totem-power-animal-

meanings/birds/owl-symbolism-meaning/

Native American Beliefs Concerning Spirit Owls - Interesting To Compare With
Native Hawaiian Beliefs

http://www.powwows.com/concerning-owls/

Community Saddened: Rescued Oahu Pueo is Put Down

http://mauinow.com/2017/01/26/trio-of-citizens-recognized-for-rescuing-

injured-pueo/

http://mauinow.com/2017/02/22/injured-pueo-heads-to-big-island-for-rehab/

http://mauinow.com/2017/02/27/rescued-pueo-put-to-sleep-to-prevent-

suffering/

Asniel
FRnNORY
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rn leftat the first traffic light.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, March 7, 2017 8:13 PM

To: WTL Testimony

Cc: alexvkendrick@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for SCR31 on Mar 10, 2017 13:15PM*
SCR31

Submitted on: 3/7/2017
Testimony for WTL/HRE/AEN on Mar 10, 2017 13:15PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| AlexKendrick | Individual | Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Wednesday, March 8, 2017 1:46 PM

To: WTL Testimony

Cc: tomberg00@yahoo.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for SCR31 on Mar 10, 2017 13:15PM
SCR31

Submitted on: 3/8/2017
Testimony for WTL/HRE/AEN on Mar 10, 2017 13:15PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Tom Berg I Individual | Support | Yes

Comments: 1. Full Blood Moon, September 27, 2015 @ HART CORRIDOR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9fmJk4--CY 2. December 2, 2016 @ UHWO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uDtwLzalxKc 3. February 19, 2017 @ UHWO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uu9e2G4xttw Please watch to completion the
following Pueo videos - after viewing them, in totality, who dare say these creatures are
not here? The videos -links to them pasted below- are depicted in chronological order.
In addition to the three videos listed above- these additional pueo sightings are too- are
evidence we have Pueo under siege on the Ewa Plain and the solution is to carve out a
Pueo Refuge/Sanctuary- like New York City has its Central Park- well, we would have
our Pueo Preserve! August 9, 2016 @ UHWO https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3T-
VhYEi2c August 15, 2016 @ UHWO https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DIYNDLYI6A
August 17, 2016 @ UHWO https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4JYSOhFgV0 August
20, 2016 @ UHWO https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_JS3GCImESc August 27, 2016
@ UHWO https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=dEqlzG26H24 August 28, 2016 @
UHWO https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzRWuv_0dyA August 30, 2016 @ UHWO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XRFYH-OcEaM August 31, 2016 @ UHWO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AznTO6PmMzoA September 19, 2016 @ UHWO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4UzUmqU31YM September 21, 2016 @ UHWO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VgxsK6Jpy9Q September 29, 2016 @ UHWO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=buFCNg_SWiU October 7, 2016 @ UHWO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRbGdGF6X1I October 11, 2016 @ UHWO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WsbelL8fR5yA December 5, 2016 @ UHWO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvOAggnCft4 December 7, 2016 @ UHWO
https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=3X_5MB5nEu8 December 8, 2016 @ UHWO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvyyEEY4CyE December 9. 2016 @ UHWO
https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=KkKphe2eNKc December 12, 2016 @ UHWO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VzZWNryHImVw Super Moon December 13, 2016 @
UHWO https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVxBZ_ws_gQ December 18, 2016 @
UHWO (Includes Pueo & Barn Owl) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4MRAY8VUig
Winter Solstice December 21, 2016 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22GycOiaJzw
Christmas Day December 25, 2016 @ UHWO



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfrDx7DVejA January 29, 2017 @ UHWO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SVtzju4UUiU February 15, 2017 @ UHWO
(Includes Pueo & Barn Owl) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyT3fCxhuWA TOM
BERG

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Thursday, March 9, 2017 12:03 PM

To: WTL Testimony

Cc: nahele@yahoo.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for SCR31 on Mar 10, 2017 13:15PM
SCR31

Submitted on: 3/9/2017
Testimony for WTL/HRE/AEN on Mar 10, 2017 13:15PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Karen Luke I Individual | Support | No

Comments: The pueo used to sit on the fence posts and pick up the road kill when | was
a kid. Now | have to hike to remote areas to see the pueo. Too many loose dogs and
cats for the pueo and not enough support from the community. A survey is sorely
needed.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Wednesday, March 8, 2017 4:21 PM

To: WTL Testimony

Cc: begoniabarry@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for SCR31 on Mar 10, 2017 13:15PM
SCR31

Submitted on: 3/8/2017
Testimony for WTL/HRE/AEN on Mar 10, 2017 13:15PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
|  BarbaraBarry | Individual | Support | No

Comments: Aloha Chair and Committee members, | strongly support this measure. Now
is an excellent time to survey the numbers of Pueo and also take a complete inventory
of their habitat before any more development takes place. Thank you so very much for
protecting our Pueo and their precious habitat. Ms. Barbara Barry Ha'iku, Hl

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Wednesday, March 8, 2017 4:14 PM

To: WTL Testimony

Cc: mamaupin@hotmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for SCR31 on Mar 10, 2017 13:15PM*
SCR31

Submitted on: 3/8/2017
Testimony for WTL/HRE/AEN on Mar 10, 2017 13:15PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing
| Margaret Maupin || Individual | Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



	SCR-31_Suzanne D. Case
	SCR-31_Marjorie Ziegler
	SCR-31_Linda Paul
	SCR-31_Hawaii's Thousand Friends
	SCR-31_Michael Kumukauoha Lee
	SCR-31_John Bond
	SCR-31_Alex Kendrick
	SCR-31_Tom Berg
	SCR-31_Karen Luke
	SCR-31_Barbara Barry
	SCR-31_Margaret Maupin

