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Purpose of 
Resolution:

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) is unable to support SCR 162 which requests the 
Department to coordinate and organize speech and debate events for public and private school 
students attending high schools and college.

Given the state's precarious budgetary situation and potential federal funding reductions, the 
Department continues to responsibly manage and focus its resources on K-12 education to 
ensure that all public school students can reach their fullest potential and attain their aspirations 
in the 21st century.

Respectfully, although the Department encourages student participation in debate events, we  
lack the resources and capacity to organize and coordinate such events.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony on SCR 162.
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SCR 162 – REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO COORDINATE  
 WITH HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS AND HIGHER EDUCATION  
 INSTITUTIONS IN HAWAII AND TO PARTNER WITH DEBATE  
 ORGANIZATIONS IN ORGANIZING EVENTS FOR STUDENTS TO  
 DEBATE ON CURRENT ISSUES AFFECTING HAWAII AND THE NATION 
 
 
Chairs Kidani and Kahele and members of the committees: 
  
SCR 162 notes that debates and debate events develop students skills in speaking and 
knowledge of public events, and requests the Hawai‘i Department of Education work 
with other groups to organize debates on selected topics at the State Capitol.  
 
The University of Hawai‘i (UH) appreciates the benefits of student debate, but does not 
support the adoption of SCR 162 at this time due to the uncertainty of both the state and 
federal budget situations, which would require additional resources to implement and 
coordinate.  The University defers to the Department of Education on these matters.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.   



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 10:00 AM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: burgharc@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SCR162 on Mar 28, 2017 13:25PM 
 

SCR162 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for EDU/HRE on Mar 28, 2017 13:25PM in Conference Room 414 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

cheryl Individual Comments Only No 

 
 
Comments: Great idea.. WHO pays for it ? Itʻs lovely to make ideas for the BOE and 
teachers to do. BUT who pays for it? You going to budget monies for the teachers time 
and efforts? 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

mailto:webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2017 12:00 PM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: kaulanad@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SCR162 on Mar 28, 2017 13:25PM* 
 

SCR162 
Submitted on: 3/24/2017 
Testimony for EDU/HRE on Mar 28, 2017 13:25PM in Conference Room 414 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Kaulana Dameg Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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