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Before the House Committee on 

OCEAN, MARINE RESOURCES, & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS  
 

Tuesday, March 14, 2017 
10:00 AM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 312 
 

In consideration of 
SENATE BILL 992, SENATE DRAFT 2 
RELATING TO VESSELS AGROUND 

 
Senate Bill 992, Senate Draft 2 proposes to: (1) clarify that the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (Department) may assume immediate control of a vessel that is grounded on state 
submerged land, a shoreline, or a coral reef, or in imminent danger of breaking up, if the vessel 
cannot be removed by the owner within twenty-four hours from the time the vessel is grounded 
and effective salvage operations have not begun; and (2) clarify that the Department may assume 
immediate control of a vessel not in imminent danger of breaking up and grounded on a sand 
beach, sand bar, or mudflat, after the owner has been given seventy-two hours’ notice to remove 
the vessel and has not done so.  The Department strongly supports this Administration 
measure. 
 
Currently, Section 200-47.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, authorizes the Department to assume 
control of any vessel that is grounded on a coral reef once the owner of the vessel has been given 
notice and an opportunity to safely remove the vessel in accordance with Department guidelines.  
However, the statute is silent with regard to the Department’s authority to assume control of any 
vessel that is not in imminent danger of breaking up and is grounded on state submerged lands or 
a shoreline, or on a sand beach, sandbar, or mudflat.  This statutory omission creates difficulties 
for the Department in circumstances where removal of a grounded vessel not in imminent danger 
of breaking up is necessary for public safety or environmental purposes. 
 
The proposed amendments in this measure would clarify the Department’s areas of control for 
vessels aground on state property and the manners in which to do so.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS SB992 SD2, which will allow the state 
to more expeditiously address and mitigate environmental impacts from grounded vessels.     

 
Vessels that run aground on our reefs and coastal areas have the potential to cause 

significant environmental damage to their surrounding areas.  After a vessel grounding, boating 
fuel and oil, debris, and the vessel structure itself may continuously impact marine life, 
including coral, until the grounded vessel is removed.  Such impacts may be particularly 
harmful to the interests of Native Hawaiian rural community members, who rely heavily on the 
health and accessibility of their nearshore resources, to meet their daily subsistence needs. 
Unfortunately, OHA is aware of numerous instances where the State has been unable to timely 
address the ongoing impacts of a grounded vessel, including by compelling responsible parties 
to take action to minimize damage to our reefs and waters.  
 
 By clarifying when, where, and how the State may take action to assume control of and 
remove a grounded vessel, this measure may help to significantly reduce avoidable impacts to 
our nearshore and coastal environment.   
 

Therefore, OHA urges the Committee to PASS SB992 SD2.  Mahalo for the opportunity 
to testify on this measure.  





From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, March 11, 2017 8:56 PM 
To: omhtestimony 
Cc: launahele@yahoo.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB992 on Mar 14, 2017 10:00AM* 
 

SB992 
Submitted on: 3/11/2017 
Testimony for OMH on Mar 14, 2017 10:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Benton Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, March 11, 2017 1:07 PM 
To: omhtestimony 
Cc: mendezj@hawaii.edu 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB992 on Mar 14, 2017 10:00AM* 
 

SB992 
Submitted on: 3/11/2017 
Testimony for OMH on Mar 14, 2017 10:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Javier Mendez-Alvarez Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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