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February 23, 2017 
 
TO:   The Honorable Jill N. Tokuda, Chair 
   Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

   
FROM:  Pankaj Bhanot, Director 
 
SUBJECT: SB 7 SD1 - RELATING TO MEDICAID 
 
   Hearing: February 23, 2017, 9:35 a.m. 
     Conference Room 211, State Capitol 

 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) support the bill 

to recognize DHS efforts to help address chronic homelessness via its Medicaid program.  

PURPOSE:  The purposes of measure SB 7 SD 1 is to support current efforts being made 

by DHS and to require the DHS, in collaboration with the Department of Health, to develop a 

Medicaid supportive housing services benefit plan through which Medicaid can pay for 

supportive housing services for individuals who are eligible for Medicaid, including applying to 

the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services through an 1115 waiver to amend the state 

Medicaid plan to include supportive housing services for chronically homeless individuals.  

DHS recognizes and appreciates that there is an integral link between health and 

housing, especially for individuals who are chronically homeless.  Without housing, individuals 

struggle to address their health conditions; and without addressing their health challenges, 

people struggle to obtain and retain housing.   

For the past nine months, DHS Med-QUEST (MQD) actively engaged with various key 

Departments, including the Department of Health, community social service providers, health 

plans and community advocates for mental health and substance use recovery services on the 

expansion of “tenancy supports” or “permanent supported housing” benefits for the homeless 
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who would most benefit from such wrap-around services, the chronically homeless.  Such 

benefits currently are included for Medicaid beneficiaries who have a serious mental illness with 

a functional need.   

However, it was recognized that this was not broad enough to serve the chronically 

homeless population.  Thus, the determination was made that an amendment to the MQD 1115 

waiver would be needed for this benefit expansion.  We appreciate the legislature’s support of 

these efforts and would be pleased to report our progress to you before the start of the 2018 

legislative session.   

Thank you for this opportunity to provide comments on these measures. 



 
 

 
     

 
 

Hawai‘i Pacific Health  |  55 Merchant Street  |  Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 

February 23, 2017/9:35 a.m. 
Conference Room 211 
 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 
To: Senator Jill Tikuda, Chair 
 Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, Vice Chair 
 
From: Michael Robinson 
 Vice President – Government Relations & Community Affairs 
 
Re: SB 7, SD1 – Relating To Medicaid 
 Testimony in Support 
 

 
My name is Michael Robinson, Vice President, Government Relations and Community Affairs at 
Hawai‘i Pacific Health (HPH). Hawai‘i Pacific Health is a not-for-profit health care system, and the 
state’s largest health care provider and non-governmental employer. Hawai‘i Pacific Health is 
committed to providing the highest quality medical care and service to the people of Hawai‘i and 
the Pacific Region through its four hospitals, more than 50 outpatient clinics and service sites, 
and over 1,600 affiliated physicians. Hawai‘i Pacific Health’s hospitals are Kapi‘olani Medical 
Center for Women & Children, Pali Momi Medical Center, Straub Clinic & Hospital and Wilcox 
Memorial Hospital. 
 
I am writing in support of SB 7, SD1 which requires the Department of Human Services and the 
Department of Health to collaborate in the development of a Medicaid supportive housing services 
benefit plan through which Medicaid can pay for supportive housing services for Medicaid-eligible 
individuals, including applying to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to amend the 
state Medicaid plan to include supportive housing services for chronically homeless individuals. 
Housing instability proves to be a significant barrier to regular health care access and results in 
excessive use of expensive emergency department, crisis services, and inpatient treatment. The 
State could minimize the costs that homeless individuals incur over their lifetime by exploring 
innovative ways to join housing stability with health care delivery. The benefit plan in SB 7 will 
support service providers in more efficiently and effectively meeting the needs of Medicaid-eligible 
and homeless individuals.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this matter. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 5:25 PM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: deuaneoren@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB7 on Feb 23, 2017 09:35AM* 
 

SB7 
Submitted on: 2/21/2017 
Testimony for WAM on Feb 23, 2017 09:35AM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Deuane Oren Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 11:13 AM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: paulwnormann@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB7 on Feb 23, 2017 09:35AM 
 

SB7 
Submitted on: 2/22/2017 
Testimony for WAM on Feb 23, 2017 09:35AM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Paul Normann Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Housing homeless individuals and families is the most effective way to 
improve their health and well being. Housed individuals are more likely to successfully 
get regular mental and physical health care, take medication regularly, participate is 
substance abuse treatment, and learn the essential life skills to be a productive member 
of society. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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