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February 22, 2017

TO: Senator Jill Tokuda, Chair
Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, Vice Chair
Senate Committee on Ways and Means

FROM: Lauren Moriguchi, Director
Executive Office on Early Learning

SUBJECT: SB 711 — Relating to Early Learning
Hearing Date: February 23, 2017
Time: 9:30 a.m.
Location: Conference Room 211

Purpose of Bill: Appropriate funds for the executive office on early learning
to enter into contracts with third party providers for family child interaction
learning programs.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE ON EARLY LEARNING’S POSITION: The Executive Office on
Early Learning (EOEL) supports SB 711 with recommendations for amendments.

Family is the single most important influence in a child's life. Parents and families have
the most direct and lasting impact on children's learning and development of social
competence. Children thrive when parents actively promote their positive growth and
development. Families are a child’s first and lifelong partner in education and early
childhood providers need to build the kind of relationships that engage families as active
partners early in their child's education.

EOEL respectfully requests that the language in SB 711, Section 1 be revised to:

“The purpose of this Act is to appropriate funds for the Executive Office on Early Learning
to enter into contracts with third party providers for the development and implementation
of appropriate and developmental family-child interaction services which offer
opportunities for family and community engagement as well as parent education
and support.”

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



q Building a unified voice for Hawaii's children

February 21, 2017

To: Senator Jill N. Tokuda, Chair
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

From: Deborah Zysman, Executive Director
Hawaii Children’s Action Network

Re: SB 711 - Relating to Education
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 211, February 23, 2017, 9:30 AM

On behalf of Hawaii Children’s Action Network (HCAN), we are writing to support SB 711 — Relating to
Education

By providing the Executive Office on Early Learning funding and the opportunity to establish contracts
with outside vendors for programs, new partnerships and opportunities will be available for our
community. There are numerous, high quality programs across our state that provide culturally-
relevant, multi-generational, parenting skills and child development programs for low-income, at-risk
families. Currently there is not an avenue for these programs to be supported by the state, which
dramatically limits the number of families they can serve.

For these reasons, HCAN respectfully requests that the committee pass this bill.

HCAN is committed to building a unified voice advocating for Hawaii’s children by improving their safety,
health, and education. Last fall, HCAN convened input in person and online from more than 50
organizations and individuals that came forward to support or express interest for a number of issues
affecting children and families in our state that resulted in the compilation of 2017 Hawai‘i Children’s
Policy Agenda, which can be accessed at http://www.hawaii-can.org/2017policyagenda.
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Senate Committee on Ways and Means

Time: 9:30 a.m.
Date: February 23, 2017
Where: Conference Room 211

TESTIMONY

By Ka‘ano‘i Walk
Kamehameha Schools

To: Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Dela Cruz, and Members of the Committee

RE:  SB 711 Relating to Early Learning.

E ka Luna Ho‘omalu Tokuda, ka Hope Luna Ho‘omalu Dela Cruz a me na Lala o ke Komike o na Loa‘a a
me nd Ho‘olilo o ka ‘Aha Kenekoa, aloha! My name is Ka‘ano‘i Walk and I serve as the Senior Policy

Analyst of the Kiiamahi Community Education Group of Kamehameha Schools.

We are writing to support SB 711, relating to early learning, and offer the following comments:

This measure appropriates funds for the executive office on early learning to enter into contracts with
third party providers for family child interaction learning programs. We believe it is an important step
toward increasing early learning opportunities for all Hawai‘i children, especially Native Hawaiians.

Founded in 1887, Kamehameha Schools is an organization striving to advance a thriving Lahui where all
Native Hawaiians are successful, grounded in traditional values, and leading in the local and global
communities. We believe that community success is individual success, Hawaiian culture-based
education leads to academic success and local leadership drives global leadership.

‘A‘ohe hana nui ke alu ‘ia. No task is too large when we all work together! Mahalo nui.
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Committee on Ways and Means
Senator Jill Tokuda, Chair
Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, Vice Chair

February 23, 2017
Dear Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Dela Cruz and Committee Members:

This testimony is submitted in support for SB711 allowing the Executive Office of Early Learning to
enter into contracts with third party providers offering family-child interaction learning programs
(FCILs)

The Hui for Excellence in Education (HE‘E) is a diverse coalition of over 40 parent and community
organizations dedicated to improving student achievement by increasing family and community
engagement and partnerships in our schools. Our member list is attached.

The Coalition supports the State offering a variety of early learning and education options for our
children. We like the FCILs, specifically because they are focused on engaging parents and
families with their children in these critical early years. Some families may not want to enroll
their children in a traditional pre-school program. FCILs offer an alternative to help
parents/caregivers build their capacity to support their children, and give them the tools to
guiding their children when they enter the K-12 system.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify and for your consideration. Our support of this bill
represents a 75% consensus or more of our voting membership.

Sincerely,

Cheri Nakamura
HE‘E Coalition Director



HE‘E Members and Participants

Academy 21

After-School All-Stars Hawaii
Alliance for Place Based Learning
*Castle Complex Community Council
*Castle-Kahuku Principal and CAS
Coalition for Children with Special Needs
*Faith Action for Community Equity
Fresh Leadership LLC

Girl Scouts Hawaii

Harold K.L. Castle Foundation
*Hawai‘i Afterschool Alliance

*Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and
Economic Justice

*Hawai‘i Association of School Psychologists
Hawai‘i Athletic League of Scholars

*Hawai‘i Charter School Network

*Hawai‘i Children’s Action Network

Hawai‘i Nutrition and Physical Activity
Coalition

* Hawai‘i State PTSA

Hawai‘i State Student Council
Hawai‘i State Teachers Association
Hawai‘i P-20

Hawai‘i 3Rs

Head Start Collaboration Office
It’s All About Kids

*INPEACE

Joint Venture Education Forum
Junior Achievement of Hawaii
Kamehameha Schools

Kanu Hawai’i

*Kaua‘i Ho‘okele Council

Keiki to Career Kaua‘i

Kupu A‘e

*Leaders for the Next Generation

Learning First

McREL’s Pacific Center for Changing the
Odds

* Native Hawaiian Education Council

Our Public School

*Pacific Resources for Education and
Learning

*Parents and Children Together

*Parents for Public Schools Hawai’i
Punahou School PUEO Program

Teach for America

The Learning Coalition

US PACOM

University of Hawai‘i College of Education

YMCA of Honolulu

Voting Members (*) Voting member organizations vote
on action items while individual and non-voting
participants may collaborate on all efforts within the
coalition.
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