
The Senate Joint Committees Education (EDU), and Ways and Means (WAM) 

The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 

Senator Kaiali‘i Kahele, Vice Chair 

Members of the Committee: Senators  

The Honorable Senator Jill N. Tokuda, Chair 

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Vice Chair 

SUBJECT: TESTIMONY IN FAVOR OF SB 711, RELATING TO EARLY LEARNING 

Hearing: Monday / January 30, 2017 

2:45 pm 

Conference Room 229, Hawai‘i State Capitol 

Aloha Senators Kidani and Tokuda and members of these committees, 

FCIL programs provide a firm foundation in early learning and encourages parent and child 

interaction.  At Ka Pa’alana Richardson Ocean Site, I have seen parents and children interact in a 

positive way by participating in S. T. E. A. M. based preschool activities and routines.   Toddlers 

and preschoolers exhibit a sense of confidence and accomplishment through age appropriate 

activities with the support of caring adults who exude passion in their service to our community.  

This is also a safe place for parents to reach out for additional services and referrals to 

counseling, employment, and medical services.  What sets FCIL apart from other early childhood 

education programs?  Services are free to all those who attend.  Parents are not burdened by a 

monthly payment, and our children have unlimited access to a free early education program that 

will prepare readiness for Kindergarten.  Please support Senate Bill 711. 

Mahalo A Nui Loa, 

Myra Halpern 

Assessment Specialist 

Ka Pa’alana-Hilo 

LATE

































































































































































































































Senator Michelle N. Kidani, ("hair
Senator Kaiaii'i Kahele, Vice Chair
Committee on Education

Monday, January 30, 2017, 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 229

Support for SB 711, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support SB 711.

Mahal o



Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair
Senator Kaiali'i Kahcle, Vice Chair
Committee on Education

Monday, January 30, 2017, 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 229

Support for SB 711, Relating to Karly Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to he their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to he well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support SB 711.

Mahalo
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Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair
Senator Kaiali'i Kahele, Vice Chair
Committee on Education

Monday, January 30, 2017, 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 229

Support for SB 711, Relating to Harly Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the limding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our kciki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support SB 711.

Mahalo



Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair
Senator Kaiali'i Kahcle, Viee Chair
Committee on Education

Monday, January 30, 2017, 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 229

Support for SB 71 1, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support SB 7 11 .

Mahalo
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Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair
Senator Kaiali'i Kahele, Viee Chair
Committee on Education

Monday, January 30, 2017, 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 229

Support tor SB 711, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support SB 711.

Mahalo



Senator Michelle N. Kidani, ('hair
Senator ICaiali'i ICahele, Viee Chair
Committee on Education

Monday, January 30, 2017, 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 229

Support for SB 711, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

'I'hese programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support SB,711.

Mahalo



Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair
Senator Kaiali'i Kahele, Vice Chair
Committee on Education

Monday, January 30, 2017, 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 229

Support for SB 711, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express ray very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to leach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support SB 71 1 .

Mahalo
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Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair
Senator Kaiali'i Kahele, Viee Chair
Committee on Kducation

Monday, January 30, 2017, 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 229

Support for SB 711, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support SB 711.

Mahalo
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The Senate Joint Committees Education (EDU), and Ways and Means (WAM)  
 
The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 
Senator Kaiali‘i Kahele, Vice Chair 
Members of the Committee: Senators  
 
The Honorable Senator Jill N. Tokuda, Chair 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Vice Chair 
 
SUBJECT: TESTIMONY IN FAVOR OF SB 711, RELATING TO EARLY 

LEARNING 
 
Hearing: Monday / January 30, 2017 

2:45 pm 
  Conference Room 229, Hawai‘i State Capitol 
 
Aloha Senators Kidani and Tokuda and members of these committees, 
 
We are submitting this testimony in very strong support for the funding of Family Child 
Interaction Learning Programs.   
 
We have personally experienced the powerful benefits of FCIL programs. Through 
participation in a FCIL program, we have become more involved parents, have learned 
how to nurture our two young children, support their education, and prepare them to 
succeed in school. We have also found the parent education component to be very 
valuable and it has positively impacted our overall health and wellness as a parents, 
spouses, and community members.   
 
Please support Senate Bill 711. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong support of Family Child 
Interaction Learning Programs.  
 
 
Mahalo A Nui Loa, 
 
Loea & Jasmine Akiona 
Kualii Akiona (3 yrs) 
Kulailai Akiona (1 yr) 
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