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Senate Ways and Means Committee 

Chair Jill Tokuda, Vice Chair Donovan Dela Cruz 
 

02/22/2017 at 9:30 AM in Room 211 
SB441 SD1 ‒ Relating to Electioneering Communications 

  
TESTIMONY — SUPPORT 

Corie Tanida, Executive Director, Common Cause Hawaii 
 

 
Dear Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Dela Cruz and members of the Senate Ways and Means Committee: 
  
Common Cause Hawaii supports SB441 SD1 which would amend the definition of “disclosure date” and 
“electioneering communication” as it pertains to electioneering disclosure statements.   
 
We believe this bill will increase transparency because it would require electioneering disclosure statements to be 
filed within 24 hours of releasing an electioneering communication to the public, rather than when said 
communication was paid for. The period of time from when an electioneering communication is made public and 
when it is paid for can vary greatly. This bill will provide consistency in the reporting of important information.  
 
Amending the definition of electioneering communication to apply to all mail pieces, rather than just those sent at 
“bulk rate” would further increase transparency by closing a disclosure loophole as many mailers are sent by first 
class mail.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony supporting SB441 SD1.  
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