




















1/30/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Marilyn	Gagen	
59	-398	Ka	Nani	Dr	
Kamuela,	HI	96743-8500



1/26/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Barbara	Nosaka	
2216	Hoonanea	St	
Honolulu,	HI	96822-2427



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Michelle	Schiffl	
1655	Kanapuu	Dr	
Kailua,	HI	96734-4183



1/30/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Jennifer	Hausler	
1429	Kuloko	St	
Pearl	City,	HI	96782-1948



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
May	M.	Okihiro	
46	-193	Yacht	Club	St	
Kaneohe,	HI	96744-3641



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Joseph	Keawe'aimoku	Kaholokula	
581	Kamoku	St	Apt	904	
Honolulu,	HI	96826-5203



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Shelly	Ogata	
PO	Box	2104	
Keaau,	HI	96749-2104



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Kanani	Kilbey	
2238	Mahalo	St	Unit	B	
Honolulu,	HI	96817-1606



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Kealii	Makekau	
2563	Date	St	Apt	312	
Honolulu,	HI	96826-5450



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Carin	Ham	
1620	Keeaumoku	St	Apt	803	
Honolulu,	HI	96822-4328



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Anne	Scharnhorst	
24	Ohia	Leo	Pl	
Wailuku,	HI	96793-2167



1/26/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Erin	Bantum	
44	-754	Malulani	St	
Kaneohe,	HI	96744-2410



1/30/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
John	Ishoda	
1700	Lanakila	Ave	Rm	104	
Honolulu,	HI	96817-2115



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Paul	Ho	
88	Piikoi	St	Apt	3903	
Honolulu,	HI	96814-4284



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Helen	Christensen	
75	-6110	Kaanee	Pl	
Kailua	Kona,	HI	96740-7957



1/31/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Christopher	La	Chica	
94	-1410	Lanikuhana	Ave	
Mililani,	HI	96789-2452



1/28/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
	To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Helen	Barrow	
MAKAWAO	
Makawao,	HI	96768



1/30/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Nancy	Pheatt	
75	-5919	Alii	Dr	
Kailua	Kona,	HI	96740-1380



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
.	
	
Sincerely,	
Shilpa	Patel	
3139	Huelani	Dr	Apt	A	
Honolulu,	HI	96822-1291



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Kathleen	Corpuz	
815	N	Vineyard	Blvd	
Honolulu,	HI	96817-3556



1/26/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection	and	Health	
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Jaylen	Murakami	
801	South	St	Apt	2404	
Honolulu,	HI	96813-5930



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Kau'i	Baumhofer	
99	-1220	Halawa	Heights	Rd	
Aiea,	HI	96701-3191



1/26/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Alana	Busekrus	
220	Ohana	St	
Kailua,	HI	96734-2352



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Ronald	Kuriki	
1655	Palolo	Ave	Apt	C	
Honolulu,	HI	96816-2586



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Michelle	Gray	
430	Lanipuao	St	
Honolulu,	HI	96825-2302



1/31/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Davin	Aoyagi	
316	Elelupe	Rd	Apt	B	
Honolulu,	HI	96821-2218



2/1/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Mae	Kyono	
1319	Punahou	St	
Honolulu,	HI	96826-1001



1/30/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.			
	
Sincerely,	
Valerie	Yontz,	PhD	
677	Auwina	St	
Kailua,	HI	96734-3430



1/30/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
As	a	pediatrician	in	Honolulu	and	medical	director	of	the	HEALTHY	Tobacco	&	Nicotine	Cessation	
Program,	I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
Electronic	smoking	devices	are	clearly	products	meant	to	approximate	the	use	of	cigarettes	and	other	
tobacco	products.		Electronic	smoking	devices	take	a	mixture	of	chemicals,	including	nicotine,	and	
vaporize	it	at	high	temperatures.		These	devices	emit	nicotine	byproducts	and	a	variety	of	other	
chemicals,	and	they	have	not	been	fully	studied	in	regards	to	safety.		E-cigarette	vapor	has	been	shown	
to	include	carcinogens	and	toxins	including	nicotine,	nitrosamines,	diethylene	glycol,	formaldehyde,	and	
acetaldehyde.		The	U.S.	Food	and	Drug	Administration	has	exhibited	concern	regarding	the	safety	of	
electronic	smoking	devices	as	well.			
	
Despite	entering	the	market	only	a	few	years	ago,	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs),	or	e-cigarettes	are	
showing	huge	increases	in	use	among	middle	and	high	school	students.	In	Hawai‘i,	1	in	5	adults	and	high	
school	students	and	1	in	10	middle	school	students	smoke	e-cigarettes,	exceeding	cigarette	use.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
Contrary	to	popular	belief,	ESDs	do	not	emit	harmless	water	vapor.	Vaping	companies	are	using	the	
same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	by	advertising	e-cigarettes	as	inexpensive	and	comparing	them	to	
smoking	cigarettes.	Popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	include	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	Pele’s	papaya,	and	
pineapple	punch.				
	
Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	and	tax	e-
cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	without	a	
tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	products.	In	
addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			



Thank	you	for	your	consideration	and	support	of	this	important	measure.				
	
Sincerely,	
Bryan	Mih,	MD,	MPH,	FAAP	
Pediatrician	
1944	Naniu	Pl	
Honolulu,	HI	96822-1758



1/31/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	am	submitting	personal	testimony	on	SB404	based	on	my	research	with	adolescents	in	Hawaii,	which	
are	supported	by	contracts	from	the	U.S.	Substance	Abuse	and	Mental	Health	Service	Administration,	
the	U.S.	Food	and	Drug	Administration,	and	the	Hawaii	State	general	funds	I	am	an	Assistant	Research	
Professor	at	the	University	of	Hawaii,	Office	of	Public	Health	Studies.	The	comments	presented	here	are	
my	personal	testimony	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	of	any	of	the	funding	organizations	or	
the	University	of	Hawaii.				
	
SB404	would	impose	an	excise	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	and	require	licensing	of	retailers.			
	
I	support	this	legislation	because	our	research	has	shown	that	requiring	licensing	of	retailers	that	sell	
tobacco	products	does	prevent	adolescents	from	acquiring	tobacco	and	lowers	the	smoking	prevalence.	
I	manage	the	federally	mandated	Synar	Program	for	the	State	of	Hawaii,	which	requires	states	to	have	
laws	prohibiting	the	sale	and	distribution	of	tobacco	products	to	minors.	Under	this	program,	we	
enforce	the	laws	by	having	minors	attempt	to	purchase	cigarettes	in	all	accessible	retail	stores	across	
the	entire	State	that	have	a	tobacco	permit	to	sell	cigarettes.			
	
When	this	program	first	started	in	Hawaii	in	1996,	44.5%	of	minors	were	able	to	successfully	purchase	
cigarettes.	After	one	year	of	compliance	inspections,	this	rate	dropped	to	23%	and	as	of	2015	only	3.3%	
of	minors	are	able	to	successfully	purchase	cigarettes	in	a	licensed	retail	store.	I	strongly	believe	that	
these	compliance	inspections	has	contributed	in	part	to	our	State’s	low	cigarette	smoking	rate	of	14.7%.			
	
Unfortunately,	the	prevalence	of	adolescents	in	Hawaii	currently	using	electronic	cigarettes	is	40.8%.	As	
of	now,	we	do	not	perform	compliance	inspections	for	electronic	cigarettes	due	in	part	to	not	being	able	
to	identify	which	retailers	are	selling	electronic	cigarettes.	If	retailers	are	licensed	and	identified	as	
selling	electronic	cigarettes,	we	can	attempt	to	include	electronic	cigarette	compliance	inspections	to	
the	State’s	Synar	program.	These	compliance	inspections	can	have	the	same	effect	that	they	do	with	
tobacco	cigarettes	and	limit	access	of	electronic	cigarettes	to	minors,	thereby	working	towards	
decreasing	the	high	electronic	cigarette	prevalence	among	Hawaii’s	adolescents.						
	
I	support	SB404	for	these	reasons.				
	
Sincerely,	
Rebecca	Schweitzer	
736	Hawaii	St	
Honolulu,	HI	96817-7327



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.		
	
Sincerely,	
Cassandra	Ford	
1993	S	Kihei	Rd	Apt	302	
Kihei,	HI	96753-7823



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	have	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Stephanie	Burns	
1421	Humuula	St	
Kailua,	HI	96734-3709



1/31/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
Thank	you	for	hearing	this	bill	and	for	your	consideration	of	this	important	measure.	
	
Sincerely,	
Cory	Chun	
94	-1035	Kaamea	St	
Waipahu,	HI	96797-4837



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.			
	
Respectfully	Submitted,			
Patricia	Fleck			
Kailua-Kona,	HI	
	



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.				
	
Sincerely,	
Rhiana	Lau,	MD	
1314	S	King	St	Ste	415	
Honolulu,	HI	96814-1939



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
Aloha,			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
SB404	will	also	require	electronic	cigarette	wholesalers	and	retailers	to	obtain	a	tobacco	permit.	This		
will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i,	in	order	to	work	with	e-cigarette	
merchants	to	provide	education	about,	and	to	help	enforce,	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Forrest	Batz	
HC	3	Box	4730	
Keaau,	HI	96749-8602



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
As	a	RN	in	Hawai‘i,	I	strongly	I	strongly	support	HB246,	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	
(ESDs)	and	requires	wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
Nicotine,	regardless	of	additives	or	tobacco	is	dangerous	and	harmful	to	health.		E-cargettes	may	not	
have	the	smell	of	tobacco	cigarettes,	but	that	makes	them	even	more	dangerous.		Youth	and	young	
adults	are	able	to	smoke	more	frequently	without	it	being	detected.		This	is	a	huge	health	concern.		
Adding	a	tax	to	e-cigarettes	will	help	discourage	purchase	and	frequency	of	use.						
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
As	a	healthcare	professional,	I	strongly	support	HB246	and	ask	you	to	move	this	bill	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Eve	Teeter-Balin	
1372	Saint	Louis	Dr	
Honolulu,	HI	96816-1724



1/27/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.			
	
As	an	advocate	and	educator	in	the	community,	I	see	and	hear	from	schools	and	teachers	that	e-
cigarettes	are	a	major	problem	in	our	schools.	The	number	of	middle	school	and	high	school	students	
that	are	using	e-cigarettes	in	Hawai'i	is	astounding.	With	e-cigarette	retailers	not	being	required	to	have	
a	permit,	we	have	no	way	of	knowing	who	is	selling	these	products	and	have	no	way	of	holding	them	
accountable	to	adhere	to	the	law	of	not	selling	their	products	to	minors	under	21.				
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
Stephanie	Moir	
850	Richards	St	Ste	201	
Honolulu,	HI	96813-4790



1/28/17	
	
Strong	Support	of	SB404,	Relating	to	Chapter	245,	Hawaii	Revised	Statutes	
	
Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health		
	
To:			 The	Honorable	Rosalyn	Baker,	Chair			

The	Honorable	Clarence	Nishihara,	Vice	Chair										
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Commerce,	Consumer	Protection,	and	Health			

	
Hrg:	February	1,	2017	at	9:00am	at	Capitol	Room	229		
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	which	creates	a	tax	on	electronic	smoking	devices	(ESDs)	and	requires	
wholesalers	and	retailers	of	ESDs	to	obtain	a	retail	tobacco	permit.			
	
ESD	or	e-cigarette	use	among	youth	and	young	adults	has	become	a	national	public	health	concern.	E-
cigarettes	are	now	the	most	popularly	used	tobacco	product	among	youth	and	young	adults,	surpassing	
cigarettes.	While	smoking	rates	in	Hawai‘i	has	decreased	through	the	years,	ESD	use	has	rapidly	
increased,	threatening	the	state’s	current	tobacco	prevention	efforts.	This	is	particularly	concerning	
because	e-cigarettes	provide	a	new	way	to	deliver	the	drug	nicotine.	No	matter	how	it	is	delivered,	
nicotine	exposure	can	lead	to	addiction	and	harm	the	developing	brain.	Studies	are	also	finding	that	
ESDs	can	lead	to	smoking	cigarettes	for	new	users,	including	kids.	This	is	a	cultural	trend	that	will	fade	in	
the	future,	and	we	must	act	now	to	make	sure	it	does	not	over	stay	its	welcome.			
	
The	e-cigarette	industry	uses	the	same	tobacco	marketing	tactics	that	appeal	to	youth	such	as	
glamorizing	its	use	and	offering	popular	local	e-liquid	flavors	such	as	Kona	coffee,	Maui	mango,	and	
pineapple.	Now	that	the	FDA	has	deemed	ESDs	as	tobacco	products,	I	urge	the	legislature	to	regulate	
and	tax	e-cigarettes	the	same	way	as	other	tobacco	products.	ESDs	are	the	only	tobacco	product	
without	a	tobacco	tax	and	increasing	the	price	is	a	proven	strategy	that	discourages	access	to	these	
products.	In	addition,	a	portion	of	these	revenues	should	be	dedicated	to	tobacco	prevention	and	quit	
programs.			
	
This	bill	will	also	require	a	retail	tobacco	permit	which	will	allow	the	state	to	know	who	is	selling	e-
cigarettes	in	Hawai‘i	and	work	with	these	merchants	to	educate	and	enforce	current	tobacco	laws.			
	
I	strongly	support	SB404	and	ask	you	to	pass	this	out	of	committee.	
	
Sincerely,	
James	Gauer	
1320	Ala	Kapuna	St	Apt	204	
Honolulu,	HI	96819-1331
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