
PRESENTATION OF THE 
BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

 
TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON  

CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 
 

TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 
Regular Session of 2017 

 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

2:00 p.m. 
 

TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL NO. 371, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, RELATING TO THE BOARD 
OF DENTISTRY AND DENTAL HYGIENE. 
 
TO THE HONORABLE ROY M. TAKUMI, CHAIR,  
 AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: 
 
 My name is Paul Guevara, D.M.D., M.D.S., Chairperson of the Board of Dental 

Examiners (“Board”).  I appreciate the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill No. 371, 

S.D. 1, H.D. 1, Relating to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene, which retains the 

name of the Board of Dental Examiners and increases the Board composition by adding 

a dental hygienist from a neighbor island. 

The Board supports this measure and appreciates the Committee’s 

understanding by maintaining the Board’s name as the Board of Dental Examiners.  The 

Board also concurs with the addition of a dental hygienist from one of the neighbor 

islands, as well as consideration of a dentist who has a background in public health 

dentistry as a desirable qualification without it being a requirement.  As you may be 

aware, there is a limited amount of dentists with a background in public health dentistry 

and who would have the time to volunteer their service to the Board.  

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill No. 371, S.D.1, 

H.D. 1. 
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Hawaii Dental Association 
 
 
To:  Committee on Consumer Protection Commerce 

Time/Date: 2:00 p.m., March 28, 2017 

Location: Capitol Conference Room 329 

Re:  SB 371, SD1, HD1, RELATING TO BOARD OF DENTISTRY AND DENTAL HYGIENE 

 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama: 
 
My name is Dr. Chris Lee and I serve as the president of the Hawaii Dental Association, a 
professional association comprised of nearly 1,000 member dentists.  The Hawaii Dental 
Association (HDA) is a statewide professional membership organization representing dentists 
practicing in Hawaii and licensed by the State of Hawaii Board of Dental Examiners.  HDA 
members are committed to protecting the oral health and well-being of all of the people of 
Hawaii, from keiki to kupuna and everyone in between. 
 
We are writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1 which changes the Board composition 
by increasing dental hygienist representation and ensuring Oahu and neighbor island 
representation among dental hygienist members.  This bill will not ensure or enhance the safety 
and health of Hawaii residents. We ask that you do not advance this bill.  
 
In addition, we opposed earlier versions of this bill which changed the name of the Board of 
Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board). We continue to oppose 
the measure as we understand that later discussions if this bill advances could cause earlier 
versions to resurface. 
 
We recognize the legislature’s intent to ensure the health and safety of Hawaii residents. 
Likewise, the Hawaii Dental Association is committed to improve oral health in Hawaii. We look 
forward to continuing to work collaboratively with you on key policy initiatives to accomplish 
those goals. In addition, and consistent with our longstanding public positions, we believe that 
water fluoridation would make significant contributions to improving oral health in our state. 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 
 
Respectfully, 

Dr. Chris Lee, D.D.S 

President, Hawaii Dental Association 



 

P.O. Box 23313  Honolulu, HI  96823  www.hdha.net 

 

Testimony in Support of SB 371 SD1, Relating to The Board of Dentistry and 

Dental Hygiene 

Ellie Kelley-Miyashiro, RDH, BS 

Hawaii Dental Hygienists’ Association Regulations and Practice Chairperson 2016-
2017 

March 21, 2017 

Dear Respected Members of the House Committees on Health and Intrastate 

Commerce: 

The Hawaii Dental Hygienists’ Association (HDHA) strongly to support SB 371 

SD1.  This bill will bring a long-standing, recommended change to the composition 

of the Hawaii Board of Dental Examiners as well as a logical change to its name. 

Currently there are 8 dentists, 2 hygienists and 2 public members on the Board of 

Dental Examiners. SB 371 SD1 will increase the number of dental hygienists on 

the Board.  Should the bill pass, the new ratio would be 8 dentists, 3 hygienists and 

2 public members.   

HDHA feels that the current over-representation of dentists and under-
representation of dental hygienists creates an environment where the majority 
group can easily steamroll or negate the opinions of the minority members.  We 
understand that the role of the Board is to ultimately serve the interests of the 
public, but the unique and valuable perspective of the dental hygienist is not 
adequately represented at the current ratio.   Public Safety, as it relates to the 
profession of dental hygiene will be best served if a more balanced, democratic 
Board is created.  A board where each member has true and equal voice.     
 
It is also important to note that the change of name more accurately reflects its true 

function, which is monitoring the licensure of Dentists AND Dental Hygienists.  The 

name change is appropriate because the Board encompasses the regulation and 

practice of both professions - not just dentistry.  The Board has many functions and 

is more than just an “examining body”, as is implied by the current name. 

HDHA thanks you for your time and consideration of SB 371 SD1.  We would like 
to convey our desire that dentists and hygienists continue to be integral members 
of the oral health team, and feel that the public is best served and protected when 
both oral health professions have adequate representation on the Board. 
 
Thank you 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:25 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: alaningdds@hotmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Alan J. Ing, DDS Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: I am opposed to SB 371. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

 Tuesday, March 28, 2017, 2:00 PM 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

 

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION OF SB 371 RELATING TO THE BOARD OF 

DENTISTRY AND DENTAL HYGIENE 

 

 

Dear Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the Consumer 

Protection and Commerce Committee, 

 

My name is Allison P. Tran-Yokota and I am writing in opposition to SB 371, SD1, 

HD1.  This bill will not ensure or enhance the safety and health of Hawaii 

residents. Although this bill has been changed to only add a hygienist, the basic 

problem with the bill is that it attempts to equate licensed dentists who are 

responsible the work of their staff members.  

 

Thank you for your time, 

Allison P. Tran-Yokota  

1441 Kapiolani Blvd Ste 1506 

Honolulu, HI 96814 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:15 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: amychoydds@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Amy Choy Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Date: March 28, 2017 
Place: Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 at 2:00 PM 
Regarding: Testimony opposing SB 371 
 
 
 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce -  
 
I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition 
of the Board of Dental Examiners. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the 
Board of Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  This 
bill is a step in the wrong direction in terms of increasing the quality, affordability and 
access to care. Please defer SB 371. 
 

Thank you for reading my testimony, 

Amy Ogawa  

94-801 Farrington Hwy. Ste. 202 

Waipahu, HI HI96797 

amyogawadmd@gmail.com 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:18 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: ashley.takiguchi@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Ashley M. Takiguchi Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



auradds@gmail.com  

 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 

Location: Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

Testimony in opposition to SB 371 relating to the board of dentistry and dental 

hygiene 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  

 

I am writing in opposition SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition of the 

Board of Dental Examiners. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the Board of 

Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  This bill is a 

step will have a negative effect in terms of increasing the quality, affordability and 

access to care. Please defer SB 371. 

 

Aurelia Bonham DDS, MS 

140 Hoohana St. Ste. 312 

Kahului, HI HI96732 



Date: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Place: Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

Regarding: Testimony opposing SB 371  

 

House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce –  

Senate Bill 371 is a bad precedent in that it is attempting to equate 

dental hygiene with dentistry. Dentists have the legal responsibility for 

the operations of their offices and the protection of the health and safety 

of their patients. Hygienists fall within the dentists’ supervision and 

responsibility.  

 

I urge you to hold this bill.  

 

Thank you for your time.  

 

Ben Kawasaki, DDS 

321 N. Kuakini St. #804 

Honolulu, HI 96817 

benbtk215@aol.com 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: bert@sumidds.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Bert Sumikawa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the Consumer 
Protection and Commerce Committee, My name is Bert Sumikawa and I am writing in 
opposition to SB 371, SD1, HD1. This bill will not ensure or enhance the safety and 
health of Hawaii residents. Please OPPOSE this bill.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Berwyn Y. Ito DDS 

1600 Kapiolani Blvd #1400 | Honolulu, HI 96814 

| itoandsera@gmail.com  
 

March 28, 2017 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the Consumer 

Protection and Commerce Committee, 

 

 

My name is Berwyn Y. Ito and I am writing in opposition to Senate Bill 371.   

 

 

Please do not advance this bill. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

Berwyn Y. Ito, DDS 

 

 

 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 
Conference Room 329 

State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
 

Good afternoon -  
 
I stand in opposition to Senate Bill 371.  

 
I recognize the legislature’s intent to promote good oral health policies, but this 

bill does not accomplish that.  
 
The Board of Dental Examiners has adequate representation of hygienists.  

 
 

Please DO NOT PASS THIS BILL.  
 
Thank you,  
 

Braden C. Seamons 

4066 Kulamanu St 

Honolulu, HI 96816 

808.779.6982 

periocarehawaii@yahoo.com



 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. 

Room 329, Hawaii State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

Aloha Committee Members -  

 

I am a dentist in Honolulu and I OPPOSE SB 371.  

The Board of Dental Examiners has adequate representation of hygienists.  

Please OPPOSE this bill. 

 

Mahalo, 

Dr. Brandon Yokota 

1943 S King St. 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96826 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:16 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: drs2thdk@aol.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Bruce Keller Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:17 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: calbertlum@yahoo.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Calbert Lum Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:21 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: cwada@hawaii.rr.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Candace Wada, DDS Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: Candace Wada, DDS 4211 Waialae Avenue Suite 309 Honolulu, HI 96816 
Aloha! I am OPPOSED to SB 371. Mahalo.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 
HAWAII STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  
Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 
Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 
  
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 329 
Testimony in opposition to SB 371  
 
 
Good afternoon –  
 
I am a dentist in Honolulu and I OPPOSE SB 371. I recognize the 
legislature’s intent to promote good oral health policies, but this bill does 
not accomplish that. The Board of Dental Examiners has adequate 
representation of hygienists.  
 
Thank you,  
 

Carla C. Fukumoto, DDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
321 N. Kuakini St. #803, Honolulu, HI 96817 | 808.536.2196 | wongv006@hawaii.rr.com



 
 



 

 

 

 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 
 
Senate Bill 371 
The House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
415 South Beretania Street 
State Capitol Room 329 

To: Members of the Committee, 
 

My name is Celia Dumbrique and I am writing in 
opposition to SB 371, SD1, HD1.  This bill will not 
ensure or enhance the safety and health of Hawaii 
residents. Although this bill has been changed to 
only add a hygienist, the basic problem with the bill 
is that it attempts to equate licensed dentists who 
are responsible for all of the operations of their 
office including the work of their staff members 
with a dental hygienist. I am also concerned that if 
this bill continues to advance it might revert to an 
earlier version of the bill.  
 
Please do not advance this bill. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Celia Dumbrique  
Dumbrique Dental Clinic 
94-366 Pupupani St #205 

Waipahu, HI 96797 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:20 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: chadronaraki@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Chadron S. Araki Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Cherie Uchida  

1344 Pueo Street 

Honolulu, HI HI96816 

 cn2dbl@aol.com 

 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
 Tuesday, March 28, 2017, 2:00 PM 
 
 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  
 
I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition of the 
Board of Dental Examiners.. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the Board of Dental 
Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  On the surface this bill 
appears harmless, but I believe this bill is a step in the wrong direction in terms of increasing 
the quality, affordability and access to care.  
 
Please defer SB 371. 
 

 



 

 

Hawaii State Capitol  

March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 

Conference Room 329 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE (CPC), 

HAWAII STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SB 371, SD1, HD1 

 

Reps. Takumi, Ichiyama, and members of the CPC committee -  

 

I OPPOSE SB 371.  

 

The Board of Dental Examiners presently has adequate 

representation of dental hygienists. This bill is not needed. 

 

Please OPPOSE this measure. 

 

Mahalo, 

Dr. Chris Ko 

1441 Kapiolani Blvd., Ste 1420 

Honolulu, HI 96814 
 



Christopher Lee DDS 

1533 Laukahi St. 

Honolulu, HI HI96821 

keiki_dentist@yahoo.com 

 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 
Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 
  
Re:   SB 371, Relating to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene 
Hearing:   3/28/17 
Room:   329 
 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  
 
Hi my name is Dr. Chris Lee and I oppose SB 371. 
 
I recognize the legislature’s intent to promote good oral health policies, but Senate Bill 
371 is a bad precedent. The current version of this bill merely adds a hygienist. The real 
problem is that it is attempting to equate dental hygiene with dentistry. Why does this 
matter? Dentists have the legal responsibility for the operations of their offices and the 
protection of the health and safety of their patients. Hygienists fall within the dentists’  
supervision and responsibility. Earlier versions of this bill are particularly troubling. I am 
opposed to this bill. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:keiki_dentist@yahoo.com


Christopher E. Yim DDS 

46-005 Kawa St #301 

cekmyim@gmail.com 

 

 

 

To:   House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

When:   Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at 2:00 PM 

Location:   Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

 

 

 

Aloha - 

 

I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition 

of the Board of Dental Examiners. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the 

Board of Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  This 

will decrease the  quality, affordability and access to care and should not be passed. 

Please defer SB 371. 

 

 



 

Clay S. Kurisaki, DDS 

1286 Kalani St. Ste. B-205, Honolulu, HI 96817 

 

 

 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
 
Re: Senate Bill 371, Relating to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene 
 
 
To the Honorable Roy M. Takumi, Linda Ichiyama & committee members,  
 
My name is Clay S. Kurisaki and I am writing in opposition to SB 371, 
SD1, HD1.  This bill does not help to promote the safety and health of 
members of the community.  
 
Though this bill has been changed to add a hygienist, the basic 
problem with the bill is that it attempts to equate licensed dentists 
(who are responsible for all of the operations of their office including 
the work of their staff members) with a dental hygienist.  
 
I am also concerned that if this bill continues to advance it might 
revert to an earlier version of the bill, which the Hawaii Dental 
Association and many members of the community OPPOSED.  
 
Please do not advance this bill. 
 

 



Clyde Uchida  
971 Koae Street 

Honolulu, HI HI96816 
docooch@aol.com 

March 28, 2017 
 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Chair Roy M. Takumi, Vice Chair Linda Ichiyama 
  
Tuesday, 03-28-17 2:00 PM 
Location: Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 
 
Re: SB 371, RELATING TO THE BOARD OF DENTISTRY AND 
DENTAL HYGIENE 
 
My name is Clyde Uchida and I am writing in opposition of SB 371.  
 
I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the 
composition of the Board of Dental Examiners. A prior version of the bill 
changed the name of the Board of Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry 
and Dental Hygiene (Board).  Adding additional members to the Board of 
Dental Examiners will not improve the safety of patients, quality, or access to 
care. This bill is a step in the wrong direction.  
 
Please defer SB 371. 
 

 



Coy Rebmann  

2964 Ewalu St. 

Lihue, HI HI96766 

coyrebmann@msn.com 

 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
March 28, 2017 at 2:00 PM 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 
 
Testimony opposing SB 371 relating to the board of dentistry and dental hygiene 
 
 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  
 
My name is Coy Rebmann and I believe that Senate Bill 371 is a bad precedent.  
 
The current version of this bill merely adds a hygienist. The real problem is that it is attempting 
to equate dental hygiene with dentistry, which they do not compare. Why does this matter? 
Dentists have the legal responsibility for the operations of their offices and the protection of 
the health and safety of their patients. Hygienists fall within the dentists’  supervision and 
responsibility. Earlier versions of this bill are particularly troubling.  
 
I am opposed to this bill. 
 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:21 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: scharuki@hawaiiantel.net 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Craig Haruki Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:23 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: cnunokawa@hotmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Craig Nunokawa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON  
CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at 2:00 PM 
Room 329, Hawaii State Capitol 

 

Aloha -  

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners 
to add an additional dental hygienist member and specify that two 
hygienist members shall reside in the City and County of Honolulu 
and one shall reside in the County of Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai. On its 
surface, this bill appears innocuous. Underneath however is a 
viewpoint that hygienists should be in the business of licensing 
dentists.  

I am opposed to this bill. 

 

Thank you,  

Cy Tenn, DDS 
1523 Kalakaua Ave. #103 
Honolulu, HI 96826 
808.949.2576 
cytenn@msn.com 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:17 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: drs2thdk@aol.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Cynthia Ichirui Keller Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Dayton Lum DDS 

4628 Kolohala St. 

Honolulu, HI HI96816 

kahaladds@gmail.com 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Chair Roy M. Takumi 

Vice Chair Linda Ichiyama 
  
Re:  SB 371 
Position:  OPPOSITION 

Hearing:  Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
Room:  Capitol 329 

From:  Dr. Dayton Lum 

 
 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  

 
I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners. A prior version of 
the bill changed the name of the Board of Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  This bill is a step in the 

wrong direction in terms of increasing the quality, affordability and access to care. 
 
Please do not advance SB 371. 
 

 



TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SENATE BILL 371  

RELATING TO THE BOARD OF DENTISTRY AND 

DENTAL HYGIENE 

 

Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and members of the Hawaii State House of 

Representatives Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce –  

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add an 

additional dental hygienist member and specify that two hygienist members shall 

reside in the City and County of Honolulu and one shall reside in the County of 

Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai.  

On its surface, this bill appears innocuous. Underneath however is a viewpoint that 

hygienists should be in the business of licensing dentists.  

Please DO NOT PASS SB 371.  

 

Thank you for your time,  

Dean S. Arashiro, DDS MS LTD 

Kahului, Hawaii  

mauigumdoc@gmail.com 



Dean Sueda, DDS 

1441 Kapiolani Boulevard, Suite 617 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 

(808) 944-1603 

deansueda@gmail.com 

 

Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce, Hawaii State House of 

Representatives  

Conference Room 329 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI 96813  

Testimony opposing SB 371 relating to the board of dentistry and dental hygiene 

 

To the Committee Members,  

On its surface, SB 371 appears innocuous. Underneath however is a viewpoint that 

hygienists should be in the business of licensing dentists.  

I urge you to hold this bill. Do not let it move forward.  

 

Thank you for your time,  

Dean Sueda, DDS 

 

 
 

 

 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2017 8:04 AM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: derek.ichimura@live.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/26/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Derek H Ichimura Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: My name is Derek Ichimura and I am a General Dentist in Pearl CIty. I 
would like to testify in OPPOSITION to SB 371, SD1, HD1 (HSCR1266). Thank you for 
your consideration. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2017 5:40 AM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: dgsinhawaii@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/26/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Diana G. Smith Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: My name is Diana Smith and I have been practicing Dental Hygiene for 33 
years. I support the amendment to increase the number of hygienists on the dental 
board. Often the scope of dental hygiene and dental practices are not the same and 
there are conflicts of interest. To have a board exist with such uneven representation is 
unfair not only to the hygienists but the underserved, under treated population they 
often represent. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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Re:  SB 371 SD1  HD1 RELATING TO THE BOARD OF DENTISTRY AND DENTAL HYGIENE 

 

Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

 

 

Hearing Date:  March 28, 2017 

Time:   2:00 pm 

Place:  Conference Room 329 

Dear Honorable Representative Takumi, Chair; Representative Ichiyama, Vice Chair; and Committee 

Members: 

This testimony is in strong support of SB 371 SD 1 HD1, to add another representative from the 

profession of Dental Hygiene to the Hawaii Board of Dental Examiners.  I am disappointed to lose the 

language that would rename the Board of Dental Examiners that governs both the professions of 

Dentistry and Dental Hygiene, and would like to see more dental hygienists added as before to provide a 

more balanced composition and perspective, however, one is better than none!  Thank you!   

My name is Diane Brucato, RDH, EF, BS, FAADH.  I have been a practicing Dental Hygienist in good standing on 

the island of Hawaii since 1992.  Living in Hilo, I have had the privilege to practice in both Kona and Hilo.  In 

addition, I have taken an active role in leadership; volunteered in my community, island, and state; attended 

almost every Board of Dental Examiners meeting since 2007 (and many before that); and even applied twice for a 

position on the Board of Dental Examiners.  Presently, I am serving my eighth year on the Regulated Industries 

Complaints Office’s (RICO) Dental Advisory Committee.   I have been a dental hygienist since 1979, am a former 

Anesthesia Examiner for Western Regional Examining Board, and a longstanding member of the American 

Association of Dental Boards.   

This is why I am sorry to lose the name change language: 

While the original purpose of the Board was to act as a pool of dental examiners, currently, there is no 

Hawaii Dental or Dental Hygiene Licensing Examination.  Instead, the ADEX national board or Regional 

exams are accepted for licensure.  While the members of the Board may choose to act as examiners for 

the regional boards, and usually do, they are not required to do so.  The Hawaii Board of Dental 

Examiners has therefore, become more regulatory in nature, since the elimination of the Hawaii Dental 

Licensing and Dental Hygiene Licensing Exams.  Changing the name of the Board reflects their function 

more accurately. 

Changing the name from the “Board of Dental Examiners” to the “Board of Dentistry and Dental 

Hygiene” is especially appropriate, given the fact that this Board governs both professions.  Historically, 

the fact that the dentists govern and control the practice of professional Registered Dental Hygienists, 
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while also being the primary employers of Registered Dental Hygienists, brings to light a clear conflict of 

interest, especially considering the unbalanced ratio of dentists to hygienists on the Board.   

Adding another dental hygienist to the Board from a neighbor island will provide a unique preventative 

perspective that could have far reaching effects in the interest of public health, safe access to dental 

care, wellness, and safety of our island communities.   

Dental hygienists have demonstrated, through their testimonies over the years, a keen interest in 

opportunities to promote public health and safe access to care through formal standardized education, 

regulated testing of competency, and licensure.  Dental hygienists, as educated, licensed professionals, 

are willing to serve and can be a great asset to the public.  Despite their value, they have been a grossly 

underutilized resource.  Thank you for recognizing them as the professionals they are. 

Please support SB 371 SD1 HD1.  Thank you for your attention and consideration. 

Respectfully yours, 

 

Diane Brucato, RDH, EF, BS, FAADH 
d.bt@live.com  (808) 937-7282 
Member, Regulated Industries Complaints Office’s (RICO) Dental Advisory Committee 
Member, American Association of Dental Boards 
Immediate Past President, American Academy of Dental Hygiene 
Past President, Hawaii Dental Hygienists' Association 
ADHA/Hu-Friedy Master Clinician Award 2008 
Sunstar/RDH Award of Distinction 2002 



dtdds@aol.com  

 
March 28, 2017 

 
Duane Tamashiro DDS 

1010 S. King Street, Suite 204 

Honolulu, HI HI96814 

 

To: House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Re: SB 371 

Hearing: Tuesday, March 28 

Room: State Capitol 329 

From: Dr. Duane Tamashiro 

 

 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  

 
My name is Dr. Duane Tamashiro and I have 23 years of experience in 

General Dentistry. I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, 
which changes the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners. A prior 

version of the bill changed the name of the Board of Dental Examiners to the 
Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board). In terms of increasing the 

quality, affordability and access to care, this bill does not do that. Please 

defer SB 371. 
 

 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

  

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 

Conference Room 329 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

Committee Members –  

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add an 

additional dental hygienist member and specify that two hygienist members 

shall reside in the City and County of Honolulu and one shall reside in the 

County of Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai. On its surface, this bill appears innocuous. 

Underneath however is a viewpoint that hygienists should be in the business 

of licensing dentists.  

DO NOT PASS THIS MEASURE.  

 

Thank you,  

Erik Wong 

Kahului, HI  

erikwongdmd@gmail.com 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

  

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Conference Room 329 

Hawaii State Capitol 

 

Aloha -  

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add an additional dental 

hygienist member and specify that two hygienist members shall reside in the City and County of 

Honolulu and one shall reside in the County of Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai. On its surface, this bill appears 

innocuous. Underneath however is a viewpoint that hygienists should be in the business of licensing 

dentists. I am opposed to this bill. 

Thank you,  

Errol Y.W. Yim 

45-939 Kamehameha Hwy Ste 103 

Kaneohe, HI 96744 

808.247.6039 

errolyim@gmail.com 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:23 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: fhamadadds@hotmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Francis Hamada, DDS Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: The Board of Dental Examiners already has adequate representation by 
dental hygienists. Please do not advance this bill. Francis Hamada, DDS 98-1247 
Kaahumanu St. Ste. 204 | Aiea, HI 96701  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 11:44 AM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: fsayre@hawaii.rr.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Dr. Frank H. Sayre, 
D.D.S. 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: There should be additional dental hygienist members on the Board of 
Dentistry to make sure the public is adequately protected.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Garrett T. Hayashi DDS 

1003 Bishop Street, Pauahi Tower 

Honolulu, HI HI96813 

gthayashidds@hawaiiantel.net 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

  

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 

Location: Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  

 

I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners. A prior 

version of the bill changed the name of the Board of Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  This 

bill will not increase the quality, affordability and access to care and is a step in the wrong direction.  

 

Please defer SB 371. 

 

 



Gary Umeda  

1580 Makaloa St. #550 

Honolulu, HI 96814 

 

 
To:  HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 
Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

 
Date:  Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
 
Time:  2:00 PM 
 
 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the Consumer 
Protection and Commerce Committee, 
 
My name is Gary Umeda and I am writing in opposition to SB 371, SD1, HD1.  This 
bill will not ensure or enhance the safety and health of Hawaii residents. Although 
this bill has been changed to only add a hygienist, the basic problem with the bill 
is that it attempts to equate licensed dentists who are responsible for all of the 
operations of their office including dental hygienists. I am also concerned that if 
this bill continues to advance it might revert to an earlier version of the bill.  
 
Please do not advance this bill. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

  

 

 

Date:   Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Time:   2:00 PM 

Location:  Hawaii State Capitol Room 329 

 

 

RE: SB 371, RELATING TO THE BOARD OF DENTISTRY AND DENTAL HYGIENE 

 

Dear Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members, 

 

My name is Dr. Gary Yonemoto and I am writing in opposition to SB 371, SD1, HD1.  

This bill will not ensure or enhance the safety and health of Hawaii residents. Although 

this bill has been amended (it currently add one dental hygienist to the Board of Dental 

Examiners), the basic problem with the bill is that it attempts to equate licensed dentists 

(who are responsible for all of the operations of their office including the work of their 

staff members) with dental hygienists.  

 

Please do not advance this bill. 

 

Respectfully, 

Dr. Gary Yonemoto  

 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2017 9:08 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: gerrainet@excite.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/25/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Gerraine Hignite Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I am in support of SB371 SD1, changing the name to Board of Dentistry 
and Dental Hygiene is an appropriate title since the Board of Dental Examiners no 
longer conduct exams to license Dentists or Hygienists in the state of Hawaii. In fact, 
2005 was the last year the state hygienist exam was conducted in order to be licensed 
in the state of Hawaii. It was the year I graduated from UH Manoa with a BS in Dental 
Hygiene. According to a 2015 report, there were approx 1500 licensed dentists and 
approx 1,000 licensed hygienists registered in Hawaii. The current board consists of 8 
dentists, 2 hygienists and 2 public members. It would be appropriate to add more 
hygienists to the board in order to have a balance to both professions. I humbly ask for 
your support of SB371 SD1. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Harrison Ishida, DDS 
3174 Waialae Ave. 

Honolulu, HI 96816 
 

 
 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & 
COMMERCE 
Chair Roy M. Takumi, Vice Chair Linda Ichiyama  
 
Tuesday, 03-28-17, 2:00 PM 
State Capitol Room 329 
 
Re: SB 371, Relating to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene 
 
 
My name is Harrison Ishida and I am writing in opposition to SB 
371, SD1, HD1.   
 
The Hawaii Dental Association is in opposition to this bill and I 
have authorized the submission of this testimony opposed to it. 
 
 
Please do not advance this bill. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

March 28, 2017 

 

Dear Committee Members -  

 

I urge you to oppose SB 371.  

 

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add 

an additional dental hygienist member and specify that two hygienist 

members shall reside in the City and County of Honolulu and one shall 

reside in the County of Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai. On its surface, this bill 

appears innocuous. Underneath however is a viewpoint that hygienists 

should be in the business of licensing dentists.  

 

Thank you for your time,  

 

Harvey Misaki, DDS 

Wahiawa, HI  

harv7@hawaii.rr.com 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 

Conference Room 329, Hawaii State Capitol 

 

Chair, Vice Chair, and Committee Members,  

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add an additional 

dental hygienist member and specify that two hygienist members shall reside in the City 

and County of Honolulu and one shall reside in the County of Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai. 

On its surface, this bill appears innocuous. Underneath however is a viewpoint that 

hygienists should be in the business of licensing dentists. I am opposed to this bill. 

Thank you,  

Heather Hearon, DMD 

95 Lono Ave Ste. 210 

Kahului, HI 96732 

808.877.5328 

hhearon@gmail.com 



 
 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & 
COMMERCE 
  
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
 
Testimony in OPPOSITION to SENATE BILL 371, Relating 
to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene 
 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of 
the Consumer Protection and Commerce Committee, 
 
My name is Jo Ann A. Chang, DDS, and I am writing in 

opposition to SB 371, SD1, HD1.  This bill will not ensure or 

enhance the safety and health of Hawaii residents. 

Although this bill has been changed to only add a hygienist, 

the basic problem with the bill is that it attempts to equate 

licensed dentists who are responsible for all of the 

operations of their office including the work of their staff 

members with a dental hygienist. I am also concerned that 

if this bill continues to advance it might revert to an earlier 

version of the bill. Please do not advance this bill. 

Thank you for your time, 

Jo Ann A. Chang, DDS 

1150 South King St. Ste. 505 

Honolulu, HI 96814 

 



Jaclyn Palola DMD 

94-1221 Ka Uka Blvd, Suite 201 

Waipahu, HI HI96797 

jaclynpalola@gmail.com 

 

Re:  Senate Bill 371, Relating to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene 

 

Hearing:  Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

 

2:00 PM 

 

State of Hawaii Capitol Building, Room 329 

 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  

 

My name is Dr. Jaclyn Palola and I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, 

HD1. This bill changes the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners which is not in 

the publics best interest. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the Board of 

Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  This bill is a 

step in the wrong direction in terms of increasing the quality, affordability and access to 

care. Please do not pass SB 371. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

March 28, 2017 
 
Aloha House Committee on Consumer Protection and 
Commerce -  
 
I am a dentist and I OPPOSE SB 371. I recognize the 
legislature’s intent to promote good oral health policies, but this 
bill does not accomplish that. The Board of Dental Examiners 
has adequate representation of hygienists. Additional dental 
hygienists are not needed for overseeing dentists on the board of 
dental examiners. Please OPPOSE this bill. 
 
Thank you,  
 

James Choy, DMD 
Aloha Dental Associates  
Kailua, Kaneohe   
 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 6:19 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: janetancheta9@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

janet ancheta Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



[03.27.17] 

 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

 
 
Hearing Location:  Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 
Date:    Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
Time:    2:00 PM 
 
 
 
Dear Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the Consumer 
Protection and Commerce Committee, 
 
My name is Jason C. Ako and I am writing in opposition to this version of 
SB 371, SD1, HD1 as well as earlier versions.   Please defeat this measure.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 

Jason C. Ako, DDS 

4747 Kilauea Ave. Ste. 109 

Honolulu, HI 96816 

 



 

THE HAWAII HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  

COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 

RE: SB 371: OPPOSE 

 

 

Rep. Roy M. Takumi - Chair, Rep. Linda Ichiyama - Vice Chair and 

committee members -  

 

I am a dentist in Kaneohe and I OPPOSE SB 371. I recognize the 

legislature’s intent to promote good oral health policies, but this bill 

does not accomplish that. The Board of Dental Examiners has adequate 

representation of hygienists 

 

I urge you to hold (do not advance) this measure at this time.  

 

Thank you,  

 

Jeremy Hannon, DMD 

Oahu Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 

45-1144 Kamehameha Hwy Ste 301 

Kaneohe, HI 96815 
 

 



House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 
Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 
  
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
2:00 PM 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 
415 South Beretania Street 
 
 
Aloha Committee Members,  
 
I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition 
of the Board of Dental Examiners. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the 
Board of Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  
There is an adequate representation of hygienists on the Board of Dental Examiners 
currently. This bill is a step in the wrong direction in terms of increasing the quality, 
affordability and access to care.  
 
DO NOT PASS THIS MEASURE. 
 

Thank you,  

Jill Kanemaru-Hwang DDS 
410 Kilani Ave., #221 

Wahiawa, HI HI96786 
jillkanemaru@gmail.com 

 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:21 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: ujill@hotmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Jill Uehara Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



John Morioka, DDS □ 
850 W. Hind Dr. Ste. 206 □ Honolulu, Hawaii 96821 □ 808.377.5266 □ moriokamorioka@gmail.com 

 

To: The Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Hawaii State House of Representatives  

When: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at 2:00 PM 

Where: Room 329 at the Hawaii State Capitol 

Regarding: Testimony in Opposition to Senate Bill 371  

 

Committee Members –  

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add an 

additional dental hygienist member and specify that two hygienist members shall 

reside in the City and County of Honolulu and one shall reside in the County of 

Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai. On its surface, this bill appears innocuous. Underneath 

however is a viewpoint that hygienists should be in the business of licensing 

dentists. I do not support SB 371. 

 

Thank you,  

John Morioka, DDS 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2017 9:04 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: babycody@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/26/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Joycelyn Swan Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



 

 

Ken Yasuhara, DDS 

1441 Kapiolani Blvd. Ste. 1001 

Honolulu, HI 96814 

 

  

Tuesday, March 28, 2017, 2:00 PM 
PLACE: Conference Room 329 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
 
To the Honorable Roy M. Takumi and Linda Ichiyama -  
 
My name is Ken Yasuhara, DDS and I am writing in opposition to SB 371, 
SD1, HD1.  This bill will not ensure or enhance the safety and health of 
Hawaii residents. Although this bill has been changed to only add a hygienist, 
the basic problem with the bill is that it attempts to equate licensed dentists, 
who are responsible for all of the operations of their office including the work 
of their staff members, with dental hygienists.  
 
I am concerned that, if this bill continues to advance, it might revert to an earlier 
version of the bill which would rename and reconfigure the board. Please do not 
advance this bill. 
 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2017 4:18 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: joyerz@aol.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/25/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

karen guevarra Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Kathleen Kujiraoka  

46-001 Kamehameha Highway, #211 

Kaneohe, HI HI96744 

kkdds4u@gmail.com 

 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

  
Date:  Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
Time:  2:00 PM 
Location:  Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 
 
 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  
 
I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, relating to the board of dentistry 
and dental hygiene. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the Board of Dental 
Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  This bill is a step in 
the wrong direction in terms of increasing the quality, affordability and access to care.  
 
Please defer SB 371. 
 

Thank you for your time, 

Kathleen Kujiroaka 



Keri Anne Wong, DDS 
602 Kailua Rd #201 Kailua, Hawaii 96734 | 808.295.2795 | kjwongdds@gmail.com 

 

 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Chair Roy M. Takumi 

Vice Chair Linda Ichiyama 

  

Testimony opposing SB 371  

March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 

 

Aloha -  

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add an 

additional dental hygienist member and specify that two hygienist members shall 

reside in the City and County of Honolulu and one shall reside in the County of 

Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai.  

On its surface, this bill appears innocuous. Underneath however is a viewpoint that 

hygienists should be in the business of licensing dentists.  

I oppose SB 371.  

 

Mahalo, 

Keri Anne Wong, DDS 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:15 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: mokuluanui@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

KEVIN KL CHING DDS Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: I am opposed to SB 371 SD1, HD1 Kevin K.L. Ching, DDS 1441 Kapiolani 
Blvd. Suite 408 Honolulu, HI 96814  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Kevin M. Suehiro DDS 
934 Punahou Street 
Honolulu, HI HI96826 
kevinmksuehiro@gmail.com 

 

Date:   March 28, 2017 

Time:   2:00 PM 

Committee: House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Room:   Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 
 
 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  
 
My name is Dr. Kevin Suehiro and I believe Senate Bill 371 is a bad precedent. The current 
version of this bill merely adds a hygienist. This will ultimately put the public at a greater risk. 
The real problem is that it is attempting to equate dental hygiene with dentistry. Why does 
this matter? Dentists have the legal responsibility for the operations of their offices and the 
protection of the health and safety of their patients. Hygienists fall within the dentists’  
supervision and responsibility. Earlier versions of this bill are particularly troubling. I am 
opposed to this bill. 
 

 

mailto:kevinmksuehiro@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 1:23 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: kndds@hawaii.rr.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Kurt Nishiguchi, DDS Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: My name is Kurt Nishiguchi, DDS and I am writing in opposition to SB 371, 
SD1, HD1. Please defer this measure. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 2:16 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: ksqchock@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Dr. Kyle Chock Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: SB 371, SD1, HD1 (OPPOSED) 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Laura A. Mallery-Sayre, R.D.H., M.S.D.H.Ed. 
Educational Consultant 

P. O. Box 1285 
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96745 

808-325-5456 
  

COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

  

Rep. Henry J.C. Aquino Rep. Chris Todd 

Rep. Ken Ito Rep. Ryan I. Yamane 

Rep. Calvin K.Y. Say Rep. Beth Fukumoto 

Rep. Gregg Takayama   

  

DATE: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

TIME: 2:00 PM 

PLACE: Conference Room 329 

 
 
 Re: SB 371 SD1 HD1 RELATING TO THE BOARD OF DENTISTRY AND DENTAL HYGIENE 
 
I speak in support of SB371 SD1 HD1.  to reflect that the BODE represents the licensed professions of 
Dentistry and Dental Hygiene. The number of dental hygienists in the State of Hawaii is tnearly the same 
as the number of dentists in Hawaii and as this number continues to increase, the number of hygieinists 
may actually surpass the number of dentists that practice in our state.   
 
The dental hygiene representation on the Board as it now exists is disproportionate and not balanced.  This 
Bill would increase the number of dental hygienists on the BODE. 
 
I have served on the Dental Advisory Committee for the  Hawaii Regulated Industry Complaint’s Office 
(RICO) for 23 years and  I am honored to continue to do so.  I have been a dental hygienist for 48 years 
having received my RDH and Bachelor’s of Science in Dental Hygiene from the U. of Oregon and my 
Master’s of Science in Dental Hygiene Education from Old Dominion University.  I am currently working 
on a Doctoral degree in Health Care Administration. In addition to testifying  before you today as licensed 
clinician in Hawaii, I am also speaking to you as a dental hygiene educator, researcher and practice 
management consultant. Dental hygienists in Hawaii are well-educated, licensed professionals who should 
be present in representative numbers to assist in regulating their own profession. I urge you to pass SB371 
SD1 HD1. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura A. Mallery-Sayre, RDH. MSDHEd 
 
 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=CPC&year=2017


House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 
 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at 2:00 PM 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu Hawaii 96813 
 
 
Aloha-  
 
I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition of the Board of 
Dental Examiners. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the Board of Dental Examiners to the 
Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  This bill does not increase the quality, affordability and 
access to care but will have a negative effect going forward. 
 
Please defer SB 371. 
 

Thank you for your consideration,  

Lauren Young DDS 

850 Kamehameha Hwy Ste 215 

Pearl City, HI HI96782 

 laurenyoungdds@gmail.com 

 



 Lawrence Fujioka, DDS, MAGD 
1441 Kapiolani Bvd., Ste 715 • Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 • 808.955.1510 • fdginc@hawaii.rr.com 

 

 
COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE COMMITTEE AT THE 

HAWAII STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  

March 28, 2017 

Hawaii State Capitol  

Room 329 

 
RE: SB 371 – IN OPPOSITION  

 

Aloha Reps. Takumi, Ichiyama, and members of the committee -  

 
I am a dentist in Honolulu and I OPPOSE SB 371. I recognize the legislature’s intent 

to promote good oral health policies, but this bill does not accomplish that. The 

Board of Dental Examiners has adequate representation of hygienists.  

 

Please OPPOSE SB 371. 

 

 

Thank you,  

 

Lawrence Fujioka, DDS, MAGD 

 

 
 
 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:19 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: lsmiyasato@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Leesa Miyasato, DDS Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: Ladies and Gentlemen, I am writing in opposition to SB 371. Please oppose 
this bill. Leesa Miyasato, DDS 65-1230 Mamalahoa Hwy, Suite E21, Kamuela, HI 96743  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2017 8:57 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: lkhorton@drlili.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/25/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Lili Horton Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Lisa Valderueda, DMD 

94-229 Waipahu Depot St. Ste. 500 

Waipahu, HI 96797 

valderueda@aol.com 

 

 

To Chair Roy M. Takumi, Vice-Chair Linda Ichiyama, and members of the House 

Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce,  

 

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add an 

additional dental hygienist member and specify that two hygienist members shall 

reside in the City and County of Honolulu and one shall reside in the County of 

Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai. On its surface, this bill appears innocuous. Underneath 

however is a viewpoint that hygienists should be in the business of licensing 

dentists.  

PLEASE DO NOT PASS SB 371. 

 

Thank you,  

Lisa Valderueda, DMD 

 

 

 



TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SENATE BILL 371 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at 2:00 PM 

Conference Room 329 at the Hawaii State Capitol 
 
 
To the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce -  
 
Senate Bill 371 is a bad precedent. The current version of this bill merely adds a hygienist. 
The real problem is that it is attempting to equate dental hygiene with dentistry. Why does 
this matter? Dentists have the legal responsibility for the operations of their offices and the 
protection of the health and safety of their patients. Hygienists fall within the dentists’  
supervision and responsibility. Earlier versions of this bill are particularly troubling.  
 
Please do not move this measure forward. 
 
 
Thank you,  
 

Lloyd Fujimoto, DDS 
lloydf1000@gmail.com



 



                                                                                                           Dr. Malia Kamisugi  

1060 Young St. Ste. 201 

Honolulu, HI 96814 

 

 

Hawaii State House of Representatives 

Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

 

 

Date: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Time: 2:00 PM 

Location: Conference Room 329 

 

Testimony IN OPPOSITION of SB 371, Relating to the Board of Dentistry and Dental 

Hygiene 

 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the Consumer Protection and 

Commerce Committee, 

 

My name is Dr. Malia Kamisugi and I am writing in opposition to SB 371, SD1, HD1.  This 

bill will not ensure or enhance the safety and health of Hawaii residents.  

 

Please do not advance this bill. 

 

Thank you, 

Dr. Malia Kamisugi 

 
 
 
 



House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 
 

Date: March 28, 2017 
Time: 2:00 PM 
Location: Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 
 
 
Dear Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  
 
I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition of the 
Board of Dental Examiners. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the Board of Dental 
Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  This bill is a step in the wrong 
direction in terms of increasing the quality, affordability and access to care.  
 
Please defer SB 371. 
 

Marcus Hannah  

970 N. Kalaheo Ave. Ste. A305 

Kailua, HI HI96734 

marcus_hannah@hotmail.com 

 



 

 

 

COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 
HAWAII STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

March 28, 2017 at 2:00 PM 
Conference Room 329 at the Hawaii State Capitol 

 
 
Aloha -  
 
Senate Bill 371 is a bad precedent. The current version of this bill merely adds a hygienist. 
The real problem is that it is attempting to equate dental hygiene with dentistry. Why does 
this matter? Dentists have the legal responsibility for the operations of their offices and the 
protection of the health and safety of their patients. Hygienists fall within the dentists’ 
supervision and responsibility. Earlier versions of this bill are particularly troubling. I am 
opposed to this bill. 
 
 
Thank you for reading my testimony.  
 

Mark D. Sakurai, DDS 

 



Tuesday, March 28, 2017, 2:00 PM 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Location: Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 
 
 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  
 
I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition of the 
Board of Dental Examiners. By reducing the Boards level of expertise, this ultimately puts the 
public at a greater risk. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the Board of Dental 
Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  This bill is a step in the wrong 
direction in terms of increasing the quality, affordability and access to care. Please defer SB 371. 
 

Mary Chau  
marymchau@gmail.com 

 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

  

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 

Conference Room 329 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

Chair, Vice Chair and Committee Members -  

On its surface, Senate Bill 371 appears innocuous. Underneath however is a 

viewpoint that hygienists should be in the business of licensing dentists.  

I am opposed to this bill. 

Thanks,  

Matthew C. Dodson, 

PO Box 1671 

Lahaina, HI 96767 

808.283.7077 

m_dodson@u.pacific.edu 



Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

Consumer Protection and Commerce Committee 

Hawaii State House of Representatives 

 

Hearing Date and Time: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at 2:00 PM 

Regarding: SB 371 – in opposition  

 

Aloha -  

Senate Bill 371 is a bad precedent. The current version of this bill merely adds a 

hygienist. The real problem is that it is attempting to equate dental hygiene with 

dentistry.  

Why does this matter? Dentists have the legal responsibility for the operations of their 

offices and the protection of the health and safety of their patients. Hygienists fall 

within the dentists’ supervision and responsibility. Earlier versions of this bill are 

particularly troubling. I am opposed to this bill. 

Thank you for considering my testimony opposing SB 371. 

 

Michael Pampalon 

Honolulu, HI  

mj.pamp@gmail.com
 

 



Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice-Chair Ichiyama, and members of the 

House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce -  
 
I OPPOSE SB 371.  
 
The Board of Dental Examiners has adequate representation of 
hygienists.  
 
Please HOLD this measure.  
 
Thank you,  

 

Michael Schwinn 

Honolulu, Hawaii  

schwinndds@hawaiiantel.net



 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

March 28, 2017 

Conference Room 329 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS,  

Senate Bill 371 is a bad precedent. The current version of this bill 

merely adds a hygienist. The real problem is that it is attempting to 

equate dental hygiene with dentistry. Why does this matter? 

Dentists have the legal responsibility for the operations of their 

offices and the protection of the health and safety of their 

patients. Hygienists fall within the dentists’ supervision and 

responsibility. Earlier versions of this bill are particularly 

troubling. I am opposed to this bill. 

 

 

Thank you,  

Michael Wong, DDS 

46-005 Kawa St #301 

Kaneohe, HI 96744 

ltmbobo@aol.com 



 

| Dr. Michelle Kobayashi | 
 

 
 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

Members of the Committee 

  

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the Consumer Protection and 

Commerce Committee, 

 

My name is Michelle Kobayashi and I am writing in opposition to SB 371, SD1, HD1.  This 

bill will not ensure or enhance the safety and health of Hawaii residents. Although this bill has 

been changed to only add a hygienist, the basic problem with the bill is that it attempts to 

equate licensed dentists who are responsible for all of the operations of their office including 

the work of their staff members with a dental hygienist. I am also concerned that if this bill 

continues to advance it might revert to an earlier version of the bill. Please do not advance this 

bill. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

Dr. Michelle Kobayashi  

Honolulu, HI 96821 

 

 



 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

The House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the 

Consumer Protection and Commerce Committee, 

 

My name is Milton Murasaki, DDS, and I am writing in 

opposition to SB 371, SD1, HD1.  My testimony is that this bill 

will not advance the oral health of residents.  

 

This version of the bill has been changed to only add a 

hygienist, the bill is attempts to equate licensed dentists who are 

responsible for all of the operations of their office including the 

work of their staff members with a dental hygienist.  

 

Please do not advance this bill. 

 

Mahalo, 

Milton Murasaki DDS 



House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017, 2:00 PM 

Location: Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

 

 

Dear Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  

 

I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1. This bill changes 

the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners while I believe the 

Board of Dental Eaminers already does an adequate job. A prior 

version of the bill changed the name of the Board of Dental 

Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  

This bill is a step in the wrong direction in terms of increasing the 

quality, affordability and access to care. Please defer SB 371. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

Neil Furuya  

615 Piikoi St PH2 

Honolulu, HI HI96814  

nfuruya123@gmail.com 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:33 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: honoluluperiodontics@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Neil Furuya Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



 
Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Conference Room 329 at 2:00 PM 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  

 

I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition of 

the Board of Dental Examiners. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the Board of 

Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  There is not a 

need for hygienist to have more oversight on the Board of Dental Examiners. This bill is a 

step in the wrong direction in terms of increasing the quality, affordability and access to 

care.  

 

I urge you to hold this bill.  

 

Mahalo, 

Nicholas J. Fujii DDS 

1441 Kapiolani Blvd. Ste. 616 

Honolulu, HI HI96814 

njfujii@gmail.com 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2017 10:28 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: Jusnoe@aol.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/26/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Noelani Greene Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2017 12:26 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: nschun444@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/25/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Norman S. Chun Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: The majority of issues that face the Board of Dental Examiners involve the 
dentists and not dental hygienist. Therefore, adding a dental hygienist is not a solution 
but an added problem.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:13 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: drptanaka@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Dr. Paul Tanaka Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: I am a dentist in Honolulu and I OPPOSE SB 371. The Board of Dental 
Examiners has adequate representation of hygienists.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at 2:00 PM 

Conference Room 329, Hawaii State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu HI 96813 

 

Aloha -  

Senate Bill 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add 

an additional dental hygienist member and specify that two hygienist members 

shall reside in the City and County of Honolulu and one shall reside in the County 

of Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai.  

On its surface, this bill appears innocuous. Underneath however is a viewpoint that 

hygienists should be in the business of licensing dentists. 

I am opposed to this bill. 

Thank you for reading my testimony.  

 

Peter H. Fay, DMD 

312 Piliwale Rd. 

Kula, HI 96790 

808.871.6283 

peter@drpeterfay.com 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:22 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: kanazawadds@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Peter Kanazawa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair and Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 

House of Representatives  

March 28, 2017 

Conference Room 329, State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

Aloha Chair and Vice Chair -  

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add 

an additional dental hygienist member and specify that two hygienist 

members shall reside in the City and County of Honolulu and one shall 

reside in the County of Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai. On its surface, this 

bill appears innocuous. Underneath however is a viewpoint that 

hygienists should be in the business of licensing dentists.  

I am opposed to this measure.  

 

Mahalo, 

Peter Lee, DMD 

2428 Manoa Rd. 

Honolulu, HI 96822 

(808) 753-9094 

peter.lee.20@gmail.com 



Randall Mikulik DDS 

7901 Cambridge Street #95 

Houston, TX TX77054 

rmk7@icloud.com 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

  

Date: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Time: 2:00 PM 

Location: Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  

 

I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the 

composition of the Board of Dental Examiners. A prior version of the bill changed 

the name of the Board of Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental 

Hygiene (Board).  I believe that this bill does not advance the best interests of 

increasing the quality, affordability and access to care to the residents of 

Hawaii.   

 

Please defer SB 371. 

 

 



| Randall P. Jaurequi DDS 
 
 

Testimony for SB 371  

Position: OPPOSE 

 

Hearing: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329  

 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the Consumer Protection and 

Commerce Committee, 

 

My name is Randall P. Jaurequi and I am writing in opposition to SB 371, SD1, HD1.  This bill 

does not achieve the goal of promoting oral health in Hawaii.  

 

This bill version of the bill has been changed to add a dental hygienist to the Board, I am also 

concerned that if this bill continues to advance it might revert to an earlier version of the bill.  

 

Please do not advance this bill. 

 

Warm Regards, 

Randall P. Jaurequi DDS 

4370 Kukui Grove St Ste 211 

Lihue, HI 96766 



House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

  

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 

Location: Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  

 

I am writing in opposition to SB371.   

 

Senate Bill 371 is a bad precedent. The current version of this bill merely adds a hygienist. 

The real problem is that it is attempting to equate dental hygiene with dentistry. Dentists 

have a total of 8 years of training while Hygiene programs vary from 2-4 years. Why does 

this matter? Dentists have the legal responsibility for the operations of their offices and the 

protection of the health and safety of their patients. Hygienists fall within the dentists’  

supervision and responsibility. Earlier versions of this bill are particularly troubling. I am 

opposed to this bill. 

 

 

Thank you for your time, 

 

Reid Koyanagi  

934 Punahou Street 

Honolulu, HI HI96826 

drreid@rkoyanagidds.com 



Renee Uchida  

1344 Pueo Street , Honolulu, HI HI96816                                                                                                        

r3n33chie@aol.com 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

 

Re: Senate Bill 371, relating to the board of dentistry and dental hygiene 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  

 

I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition of 

the Board of Dental Examiners. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the Board 

of Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board). Adding more 

members to the Board of Dental examiners will not only increase costs but not improve 

the patient’s safety. This bill is a step in the wrong direction in terms of increasing the 

quality, affordability and access to care. Please defer SB 371. 

 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

  

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 

Conference Room 329 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

Chair, Vice-Chair and members of the committee -  

 

I am a dentist in Kaneohe and I OPPOSE SB 371. I recognize the 

legislature’s intent to promote good oral health policies, but 

this bill does not accomplish that. The Board of Dental Examiners 

has adequate representation of hygienists. Paralegals do not 

license lawyers and neither should hygienists be responsible for 

overseeing dentists. Please OPPOSE this bill. 

 

Thank you,  

 

Richard Swaja, DMD 

Aloha Dental Associates 

45-1144 Kamehameha Hwy., Ste 304 

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744 

rswaja@gmail.com 



Richard H. Tamaru DMD 

615 Piikoi St., Ste. 804 

Honolulu, HI HI96814 

rhtamaru@gmail.com 

 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

March 28, 2017, 2:00 PM 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  

 

My name is Dr. Richard Tamaru and I am in opposition of SB 371 relating to the board 

of dentistry and dental hygiene.  

 

I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition 

of the Board of Dental Examiners. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the 

Board of Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  This 

bill is a step in the wrong direction in terms of increasing the quality, affordability and 

access to care.  

 

Please defer SB 371. 

 

 

mailto:rhtamaru@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:14 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: drbaysa@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Robert Baysa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: Please do not pass this measure.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:19 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: rpfitton@comcast.net 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Russell Fitton Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:26 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: dentalservice@hawaii.rr.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Russell Masunaga Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 
Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
  
March 28, 2017 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329, 2:00 PM 
 
Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the committee,   
 
I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition of the 
Board of Dental Examiners. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the Board of Dental 
Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board). Dentists are licensed and have 
more training than dental hygienists.  This bill is a step in the wrong direction in terms of 
increasing the quality, affordability and access to care.  
 
Please defer SB 371. 
 
Thank you, 
Russell Tabata DDS 

96 Kawananakoa Place 

Honolulu, HI HI96817 

russell.tabata@gmail.com 

 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 
Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 
Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 
  
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
2:00 PM 
PLACE: Conference Room 329 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
 
 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the Consumer 
Protection and Commerce Committee, 
 
My name is Ryan D. Lee and I am writing in opposition to SB 371, SD1, HD1.  This 
bill will not ensure or enhance the safety and health of Hawaii residents. 
Although this bill has been changed to only add a hygienist, the basic problem 
with the bill is that it attempts to equate licensed dentists who are responsible for 
all of the operations of their office including the work of their staff members with 
a dental hygienist. I am also concerned that if this bill continues to advance it 
might revert to an earlier version of the bill. Please do not advance this bill. 
 

 

Ryan D. Lee, DDS, MS 

1441 Kapiolani Blvd Ste 911 

Honolulu, HI 96814 

 



 

 

 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 
Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 
Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 
  
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
2:00 PM 
Conference Room 329 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
 
RE: Testimony in opposition to Senate Bill 371 
 
Aloha -  
 
Senate Bill 371 is a bad precedent. The current version of this bill merely adds a 
hygienist. The real problem is that it is attempting to equate dental hygiene with 
dentistry. Why does this matter? Dentists have the legal responsibility for the operations 
of their offices and the protection of the health and safety of their patients. Hygienists 
fall within the dentists’ supervision and responsibility. Earlier versions of this bill are 
particularly troubling. I am opposed to this bill. 
 
Thank you,  
 

Dr. Scott Masunaga 
 



Scott Morita, DDS 

MORITA Orthodontics 

98-1247 Kaahumanu St. Suite 325 

Aiea, Hawaii 96701 

(808) 486-5505 

slmorita@gmail.com 

 

 

To: Roy M. Takumi, Chair and Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

Consumer Protection and Commerce Committee, House of Representatives  

Date and time: March 28, 2017 at 2:00 PM 

 

Chair, Vice Chair and committee members,  

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add an 

additional dental hygienist member and specify that two hygienist members shall 

reside in the City and County of Honolulu and one shall reside in the County of 

Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai.  

On its surface, this bill appears innocuous. Underneath however is a viewpoint that 

hygienists should be in the business of licensing dentists.  

I am opposed to this bill. 

 

Thank you for reading my testimony.  

 

Scott Morita, DDS 

 

 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Conference Room 329 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

 

Aloha –  

I am opposed to SB 371.  

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add an additional 

dental hygienist member and specify that two hygienist members shall reside in the 

City and County of Honolulu and one shall reside in the County of Hawaii, Maui, or 

Kauai. On its surface, this bill appears innocuous. Underneath however is a viewpoint 

that hygienists should be in the business of licensing dentists.  

 

Thank you,  

Shelliann Kawamoto, DDS, MS 

1441 Kapiolani Street Suite 503 

Honolulu, HI 96814 

dr.shellykawamoto@mac.com 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2017 10:45 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: sierraspruce@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/26/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Sierra Spruce Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I support SB371. It's unfortunate that the bill has been amended to delete 
the original intent: that being to change the name of the Board of Dental Examiners to to 
the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene. This Board is no longer in the business of 
conducting Dental Examinations. Those can be handled by regional boards. Also the 
name change would have better reflected who this board represents. Also I supported 
having more hygienists board members to represent more fully the number of hygienists 
in Hawaii. This bill in the amended form adds just one additional hygienist.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 
Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 
 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
2:00 PM 

Conference Room 329 
Hawaii State Capitol 

 
Testimony in opposition to SB 371 

 

Aloha -  

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add an additional dental 
hygienist member and specify that two hygienist members shall reside in the City and County of 
Honolulu and one shall reside in the County of Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai. On its surface, this bill 
appears innocuous. Underneath however is a viewpoint that hygienists should be in the 
business of licensing dentists. I am opposed to this bill. 

 

Mahalo,  

Stacie Sueda, DDS 
1441 Kapiolani Blvd Ste 617 
Honolulu, HI 96814 
808.944.1603 
deansueda@gmail.com 



 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

  

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 

Conference Room 329 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and committee members –  

Senate Bill 371 is a bad precedent.  

 

Dentists have the legal responsibility for the operations of their offices and 

the protection of the health and safety of their patients. Hygienists fall 

within the dentists’ supervision and responsibility.  

 

I am opposed to this bill. 

 

Thank you reading my testimony.  

Stephen Sueda, DDS 

1441 Kapiolani Blvd Ste 617 

Honolulu, HI 96814 

808.944.1603 

deansueda@gmail.com 



 
 

Steve Pine  
79-7592 Mamalahoa Hwy 

Kealakekua, HI 96750 
midyrvt@gmail.com 

 
March 28, 2017 
2:00 PM 
Hearing on Senate Bill 371 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce  
 Conference Room 329 
 
Dear Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the Consumer Protection and 
Commerce Committee, 
 
My name is Steve Pine and I am writing in opposition to SB 371, SD1, HD1.  This bill will 

not ensure or enhance the safety and health of Hawaii residents.  

 

Although this bill has been changed to only add a hygienist, the basic problem with the 

bill is that it attempts to equate licensed dentists who are responsible for all of the 

operations of their office including the work of their staff members with a dental 

hygienist. I am also concerned that if this bill continues to advance it might revert to an 

earlier version of the bill.  

 

I am writing to respectfully oppose this measure. 

Please do not advance this bill. 

 

 

mailto:midyrvt@gmail.com


 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:17 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: macsak@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

STEVEN KUMASAKA 
DDS 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: Please do not advance SB 371. This bill is not needed and does not 
advance the mission of oral health for our state. Steven A. Kumasaka, DDS 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



 
 

To:  HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION 
& COMMERCE 

Location:  Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 
Time: 2:00 PM 
 
 
 
Dear Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the 
Consumer Protection and Commerce Committee, 
 
My name is Steven Sakata and I am writing in opposition to SB 
371, SD1, HD1.  This bill will not ensure or enhance the safety 
and health of Hawaii residents. Although this bill has been 
changed to only add a hygienist, the basic problem with the bill 
is that it attempts to equate licensed dentists who are 
responsible for all of the operations of their office including the 
work of their staff members with a dental hygienist. I am also 
concerned that if this bill continues to advance it might revert 
to an earlier version of the bill. Please do not advance this bill. 
 

Please oppose SB 371. 

Thankyou,  

Steven Sakata  

stevenysakata@hawaiiantel.net 

 

mailto:stevenysakata@hawaiiantel.net


 



 
 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & 
COMMERCE 
Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair and 
Members of the Committee 
 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at2:00 PM 
Conference Room 329, State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street 
 
Aloha Chair Takumi and Committee Members -  
 
Senate Bill 371 sets a bad precedent. The current version of this bill 
merely adds a dental hygienist to the Board of Dental Examiners.  
 
Please do not support this bill. 
 
Thank you,  
 

Steven Uchida, DDS 

stevenuchida@hotmail.com 



Tammy Chang-Motooka DDS, MS 

Hawaii Orthodontist 

1441 Kapiolani Blvd. #503 

Honolulu, HI HI96814 

braces@hawaii.rr.com 

 

To: The Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Hawaii State House Representatives 

Date: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at 2:00 PM 

Location: Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

 

Regarding: Testimony in OPPOSITION to SB 371 

 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members,  

 

I am writing to respectfully oppose SB 371, SD1, HD1, which changes the composition of the 

Board of Dental Examiners. A prior version of the bill changed the name of the Board of 

Dental Examiners to the Board of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene (Board).  Dentists are more 

qualified than hygienists and would create an imbalance on the Board of Dental Examiners. 

This bill is a step in the wrong direction in terms of increasing the quality, affordability and 

access to care. Please defer SB 371. 

 

Thank you,  

Tammy Chang-Motooka DDS, MS 

 

mailto:braces@hawaii.rr.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2017 9:12 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: tealent@aol.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/26/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Teri A Matsumura Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 2:29 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: tclevelanddds@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Dr. Terrence Cleveland Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: I am a dentist in Honolulu and I OPPOSE SB 371. I recognize the 
legislature’s intent to promote good oral health policies, but this bill does not accomplish 
that. The Board of Dental Examiners has adequate representation of hygienists. 
Paralegals do not license lawyers and neither should hygienists be responsible for 
overseeing dentists. Please OPPOSE this bill. Thank you, Terrance Cleveland, DDS 
1580 Makaloa St. #940 Honolulu, HI 96814 tclevelanddds@gmail.com  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Tian He, DMD 
850 Kamehameha Hwy., Ste. 215 | tian.he.dmd@gmail.com 

 
 
 
TO: HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & 

COMMERCE 

DATE: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

TIME: 2:00 PM 

PLACE: Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

 

Aloha Chair Roy M. Takumi, Vice Chair Linda Ichiyama, and 

committee members -  

 

I OPPOSE SB 371.  

 

The Board of Dental Examiners has adequate representation of 

hygienists. Paralegals do not license lawyers and neither should 

hygienists be responsible for overseeing dentists. Please OPPOSE this 

bill. 

 

Thank you,  

 

Tian He, DMD  

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:13 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: mj.pamp@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Tiffani Dunn Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Testimony in opposition to Senate Bill 371 relating to the board of dentistry and dental 

hygiene 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and Members of the House Committee on 

Consumer Protection and Commerce-  

On its surface, SB 371 appears innocuous. Underneath however, is a viewpoint that 
hygienists should be in the business of licensing dentists.  

Please oppose this measure. 

 

Mahalo, 

Tina Tom, DDS 

1600 Kapiolani Blvd Suite 807 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 
tntdds@gmail.com 





HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 
Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 
 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
2:00 PM 

PLACE: Conference Room 329 

State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

 

 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the Consumer 

Protection and Commerce Committee, 
 
 

My name is Todd K. Haruki, DDS, MD, and I am writing in opposition to SB 
371, SD1, HD1. 

 
 Senate Bill 371 is a bad precedent. The current version of this bill merely adds 
a hygienist. The real problem is that it is attempting to equate dental hygiene 

with dentistry. Why does this matter? Dentists have the legal responsibility for 
the operations of their offices and the protection of the health and safety of 

their patients. Hygienists fall within the dentists’ supervision and 
responsibility. Earlier versions of this bill are particularly troubling.  
 

I am opposed to this bill. 
 
Sincerely, 

Todd K. Haruki DDS, MD 

1060 Young St. Ste. 312 

Honolulu, HI 96814 



 
 
 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

  

Tuesday, March 28, 2017, 2:00 PM 

PLACE:  Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329 

 

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the Consumer Protection and 

Commerce Committee, 

 

My name is Victor G. Romley and I am writing in opposition to SB 371, SD1, HD1.  This bill 

will not ensure or enhance the safety and health of Hawaii residents. Although this bill has 

been changed to only add a hygienist, the basic problem with the bill is that it attempts to 

equate licensed dentists who are responsible for all of the operations of their office 

including the work of their staff members with a dental hygienist. I am also concerned that 

if this bill continues to advance it might revert to an earlier version of the bill. Please do not 

advance this bill. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Victor G. Romley  

 



Dr. Wayne S H Leong  

82 Puuhonu Place Suite 201 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017, 2:00 PM 

 

House Committees on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Chair Roy M. Takumi 

Vice Chair Linda Ichiyama 

 

Re: Senate Bill 371, Relating to the Board of Dentistry and Dental 

Hygiene 

 

Aloha Committee Members,  

 

My name is Dr. Wayne S. H. Leong and I am writing in opposition to SB 

371, SD1, HD1.  This bill will not ensure or enhance the safety and 

health of Hawaii residents. Although this bill has been changed to 

only add a hygienist, the basic problem with the bill is that it 

attempts to equate licensed dentists (who are responsible for all 

of the operations of their office including the work of their staff 

members) with a dental hygienist in a manner which is not necessary 

or advisable. I am also opposed to earlier versions of this measure. 

 

Please do not advance this bill. 

 



CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE COMMITTEE 

HAWAII STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 

Conference Room 329 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

Testimony opposing SB 371 

 

Dear Hawaii State House of Representatives,  

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add an 

additional dental hygienist member and specify that two hygienist members 

shall reside in the City and County of Honolulu and one shall reside in the County 

of Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai. On its surface, this bill appears innocuous. Underneath 

however is a viewpoint that hygienists should be in the business of licensing 

dentists.  

Please do not move SB 371 forward.  

 

Thank you,  

Wesley Choy 

Honolulu, Hawaii   

weschoy@hawaiiantel.net 



March 28, 2017 

Conference Room 329, Hawaii State Capitol  

In opposition to SB 371 relating to the board of 

dentistry and dental hygiene 

 

Rep. Takumi, Rep. Ichiyama, and House CPC committee 

members -  

 

On its surface, SB 371 appears innocuous. Underneath 

however, is a viewpoint that hygienists should be in the 

business of licensing dentists.  

 

I am opposed to this bill. 

 

Thank you,  

William Lum, DDS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

95-1099 Ainamakua Dr., Mililani, Hawaii 96789 • 808-623-2871 • lumskimail@yahoo.com 



 Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

House of Representatives Consumer Protection and Commerce Committee  

  

March 28, 2017 

Hawaii State Capitol Conference Room 329, 2:00 pm 

 

Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the committee -  

If pass, Senate Bill 371 would set a bad precedent.  

The current version of this bill merely adds a hygienist.  

The real problem is that it is attempting to equate dental hygiene with dentistry.  

Why does this matter?  

Dentists have the legal responsibility for the operations of their offices and the 

protection of the health and safety of their patients. Hygienists fall within the 

dentists’ supervision and responsibility.  

Earlier versions of this bill are particularly troubling.  

I am opposed to this bill. 

 

Thank you,  

Wynn Okuda 

3660 Waialae Ave Ste 315 

Honolulu, HI 96816 

wokuda@gmail.com 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 
March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 
Conference Room 329 

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street 
 

Aloha Rep. Roy Takumi and Committee Members -  
 

I am a dentist in Ewa Beach and I OPPOSE SB 371. I recognize the legislature’s intent to 

promote good oral health policies, but this bill does not accomplish that. The Board of 
Dental Examiners has adequate representation of hygienists.  

 
Mahalo, 

Yongsok Do, DMD 

91-2139 Ft. Weaver Rd. Ste. 301 

Ewa Beach, HI 96706 

808.680.9411 

keikidental@gmail.com 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 3:34 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: honoluluperiodontics@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB371 on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB371 
Submitted on: 3/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Mar 28, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Dr. Yui Kai Choy Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 

Rep. Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 

  

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

2:00 PM 

Conference Room 329 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

Aloha -  

SB 371 amends the composition of the Board of Dental Examiners to add an additional dental hygienist 

member and specify that two hygienist members shall reside in the City and County of Honolulu and one 

shall reside in the County of Hawaii, Maui, or Kauai. On its surface, this bill appears innocuous. 

Underneath however is a viewpoint that hygienists should be in the business of licensing dentists. I am 

opposed to this bill. 

Thank you,  

Zach Dodson, DDS 

shapingroots@gmail.com 
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