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SENATE BILL NO. 352
RELATING TO THE AGRICULTURAL LOAN REVOLVING FUND

Chairperson Tokuda and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB 352, which appropriates funds into
the agricultural loan revolving fund. The Department strongly supports this bill.

This bill seeks to expand the Department’s Agricultural Loan Program by
providing additional funds to support the start-up capital in generating the State’s next
generation of farmers. The Galbraith lands on Oahu are now becoming available for
production agriculture and farmers will be able to take advantage of these lands to fully
mechanize production, utilize new technologies and achieve greater economies of
scale. Access to affordable capital will be vital in helping these new operations to
develop.

The department believes the agricultural loan program is the best avenue to
provide access to affordable capital, as clients will not borrow more than they need,
repayment of principal can assist future borrowers, and interest collected helps pay for
the program. Investing funds into the program will help to preserve and expand
agriculture production throughout the islands, enabling the replacement of food imports

and increasing food sustainability for the state.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS
Friday, February 24, 2017 — 1:30 p.m. — Room 211

Ulupono Initiative Strongly Supports SB 352, Relating to the Agricultural Loan
Revolving Fund

Dear Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Dela Cruz, and Members of the Committee:

My name is Kyle Datta and [ am General Partner of Ulupono Initiative, a Hawai‘i-based
impact investment firm that strives to improve the quality of life for the people of Hawai‘i
by working toward solutions that create more locally produced food; increase affordable,
clean, renewable energy; and reduce waste. Ulupono believes that self-sufficiency is
essential to our future prosperity and will help shape a future where economic progress
and mission-focused impact can work hand in hand.

Ulupono strongly supports SB 352, which provides funding for the agricultural loan
revolving fund, because it aligns with our goal of creating more locally produced food.

One major persistent and formidable obstacle to expanding, diversifying, and ensuring the
sustainability of Hawai‘i’s local food production is the need for substantial capital
investment in agriculture infrastructure, technologies, facilities, agricultural

workforce training, and production activities. Yet, our local farmers and ranchers have few
options for agricultural financing. The agricultural loan revolving fund is one of the many
ways the State has been supportive of agriculture in Hawai‘i over the years. We urge this
committee to support continued funding for the revolving fund to help increase local food
production.

As Hawai'‘i’s local food issues become more complex and challenging, organizations need
additional resources and support to address and overcome them. We appreciate this
committee’s efforts to look at policies that support local food production.

We believe that by collaborating, we can help produce more local food and support an
economically robust homegrown agriculture industry, which strengthens our community

with fresh, healthy food. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Respectfully,

Investing in a Sustainable Hawai‘i

999 Bishop Street, Suite 1202 | Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 & 808.544.8960 & 808.432.9695 | www.ulupono.com
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Aloha Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Dela Cruz, and Members of the Committee:

| am Randy Cabral, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau (HFB). Organized since 1948,
the HFB is comprised of 1,900 farm family members statewide, and serves as Hawaii’s
voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic and
educational interests of our diverse agricultural community.

HFB supports SB 352, which moneys to and from the agricultural loan revolving fund.

Food security, food self-sufficiency and growing agriculture are popular concepts seen in
many of the measures before the legislature this year. This Legislative Session, there
have been many bills introduced that support of Hawaii's Agricultural Industry. This year,
HFB has introduced a package of measures addressing the real needs of our farmers
and ranchers all associated with increasing farm and ranch viability. These include
infrastructure needs, agricultural education, Food Safety, invasive species control, and
regulatory assistance.

This measure supports the growth of Hawaii’s agricultural industry by providing additional
funding to HDOA to assist Hawaii in growing its agriculture sector.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure.



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 2:56 PM

To: WAM Testimony

Cc: dale@hicattle.org

Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB352 on Feb 24, 2017 13:30PM*
SB352

Submitted on: 2/22/2017
Testimony for WAM on Feb 24, 2017 13:30PM in Conference Room 211

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese_nt at
Hearing
Dale Sandlin Hawall Cattlc_amens Support No
Council

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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