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Testimony of  

SUZANNE D. CASE 
Chairperson 

 
Before the Senate Committees on 

HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
and 

WATER AND LAND 
 

Wednesday, February 8, 2017 
2:45 PM 

Conference Room 224 
 

In consideration of  
SENATE BILL 351 

RELATING TO THE AHA MOKU ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Senate Bill 351 proposes to amend various provisions related to the Aha Moku Advisory 
Committee (Aha Moku) and appropriate funds to Aha Moku to continue to perform its duties.  
The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) appreciates the intent of 
this bill and offers the following comments.   
 
Since its inception in 2012, Aha Moku has assisted the Department in understanding and 
integrating local indigenous knowledge and resource practices with natural and cultural resource 
management initiatives carried out by the Department today.  The Department supports the 
continued existence of Aha Moku, which includes identifying a steady and available source of 
funding for the committee.  Thus, the Department is supportive of the appropriation included in 
the bill.   
 
However, the Department is concerned that if the bill passes without an appropriation, the 
language in Section (f) will force the Department to carry Aha Moku at the expense of other 
Department priorities.   
Further, because the Aha Moku budget is located within Department’s overall budget, the Chair 
of the Department should retain fiscal oversight of Aha Moku.  Therefore, the Department asks 
that language requiring advance approval by the chairperson be retained in the statute (Section 
C).  
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Finally, the Department suggests that “native Hawaiian protocol expenses” be further defined 
and that these expenses be included within the budget allotment proposed in this bill. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
 
 



                                                                                           
Department of Land and Natural Resources 

Aha Moku Advisory Committee 

State of Hawaii 

Post Office Box 621 

Honolulu, Hawaii  96809 

 
Testimony of 

Thomas Hashimoto, Po’o 

Manokalanipo (Kaua’i) 

 

Before the Senate Committees on 

Hawaiian Affairs and Water and Land 

 

Wednesday, February 8, 2017 

2:45 P.M. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 224 

 

In SUPPORT of 

Senate Bill 351 

Relating to the Aha Moku System; Aha Moku Advisory Committee; Funding 

 

Senate Bill 351 amends various provisions related to the aha moku advisory committee, including oversight 

designation, reimbursement expenses, and budgetary requirements.  It appropriates funds to support the mission 

of the aha moku advisory committee.  The participants in the Aha Moku System on Manokalanipo, the 

Island of Kauai supports this measure.   

 

The Aha Moku System on Kauai which encompasses the moku of Halele’a, Ko’olau, Puna, Koloa, Kona, 

Waimea and Napali are active in the Aha Moku System within the DLNR.  They strongly support an 

appropriation from the Legislature which would enable the Aha Moku to continue to exist. 

 

We humbly ask that SB 351 be passed by the joint Senate Committees of Hawaiian Affairs and Water 

and Land. 

 

Mahalo!  
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HWNTestimony

From: Lahela Hekekia <catdrummer@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, February 4, 2017 1:50 PM
To: HWNTestimony
Subject: Please fund the Aha Moku SB351

Aloha: 
 
I am subitting this testimony in strong support for funding Aha Moku.  The Aha Moku has become a critical 
component of how DNLR can solicit input from authentic lineal descendants of the respective Moku that may 
be part of DNLR jurisdiction.  Aha Moku, with significant guidance from the ED, has been able to provide 
support to the Division of State Parks ‐‐ connecting staff to authentic lineal descendants of sensitive resources, 
such as Makua Beach and Heeia on Oahu; Lipoa Point and 'Iao Valley on Maui; and Kealekekua Bay and 
Lapakahi on the Big Island.   This is particuarly useful when there are concerns of sacred areas (such as 
Lapakahi) ‐‐  and balancing public use of areas (such as Makua for camping) with the relevant community's 
continued access for traditional practices (such as fishing). 
 
I personally have been contacted by Aha Moku representatives, seeking input from cultural practitioners, and 
people with long‐standing family ties to Ahapua'a ‐‐ and I am aware of how knowledgeable they are in 
discerning who is an authentic lineal descendant, and in recognizing our traditional cultural practices.  And I 
am grateful that Aha Moku seeks input from our communities in order that we can have a role in the use and 
preservation of cultural resources (for lapa'au, and more). 
 
My family has long ties to Ka'u, Puna, and Waimanalo.  I am a Haumana in La'au Lapa'au, following the line of 
Papa Henry Auwae as well as Luka Kinolau.  I would like to point out that it has been the authentic lineal 
descendants, such as Papa Auwae, who have been instrumental at helping to preserve traditional cultural 
practices and our Constitutional rights under Article 12, Section 7.  For example, Papa Auwae was a critical 
witness in the Pele Defense Fund v. Paty case which helped to preserve and clarify our gathering rights at Wao 
Kele O Puna (a place which has significance to my Puna genealogy).   Although he was not an Ahupua'a tenant, 
he proved his family's unbroken practice of gathering in the sacred Pele forest.  We are an oral culture, and we 
have a powerful need to identify more people who can provide trustworthy guidance, including to DNLR.  It is 
a powerful problem‐solving tool at your disposal. 
 
Please do support funding of Aha Moku. 
 
Mahalo, 
 
Lahela Hekekia, Esq. 
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HWNTestimony

From: Tom Penna <tom@homaikapono.org>
Sent: Saturday, February 4, 2017 2:48 PM
To: HWNTestimony
Subject: Reasons for funding Aha Moku

Aha Moku, is a unique and necessary component of the community voice. The Aha Moku principles give a 
voice to the grass roots kūpuna, many of whom are not specifically attached to organizations with a 
technological/social media/web presence.  
 
I have personally known Leimana DaMate to be of utmost integrity and have seen her consistently adhere to the 
mission statement which in essence comes from the vision of the late John Ka‘imikaua and his understanding of 
the ‘Aha Ki‘ole council system on Moloka‘i. His vision really focuses on the lepo popolo, those closest to the 
land and ocean with generational relationships with our natural sources of life. 
 
These particular kūpuna are like the silent voice in todayʻs social policy presence. Very important for these 
kūpuna to receive support. 
 
Me ke aloha, 
 
Tom Penna 
 
 
--  
Tom Penna 
Director 
Ho Mai Ka Pono 
 
www.homaikapono.org 
www.kaikeikawa.org 
Instagram @homaikapono 
Facebook homaikapono.org 
 
808-392-2509 
po box 723 
Hale‘iwa, Hawai‘i 96712 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 4:27 PM 
To: HWNTestimony 
Cc: makani.christensen@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB351 on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM 
 

SB351 
Submitted on: 2/7/2017 
Testimony for HWN/WTL on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

makani Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: Oppose SB351: As the Prior Chair of the Aha Moku Council on Oahu, I 
have seen the struggle that the Aha Moku has faced. The biggest roadblock the current 
Executive Director. This has been the problem in the past and continues to be a 
problem. That is the number one item that needs to be fixed before moving forward. 
Unless someone steps (we have exhausted our efforts) then the ship will sink. If this will 
pass then here are suggestions that will make the bill better. Regarding SB351 A. 
Amending Section 171-4.5 to increase the autonomy of the ‘Aha Moku Advisory 
Committee (AMAC) seeks to remove this state commission from public and constituent 
scrutiny. Application and authority of the State Sunshine has been the only way that the 
public and constituents have been able to gain information about the workings of the 
Committee. Autonomy is reserved for the island councils to work with the community on 
issues relating to the cultural and natural resources. Island representatives on the 
AMAC work with their island Councils, councils that nominated them to the committee, 
to seek and support measures to support the Island initiatives. This is by design. B. 
Amending Section 171-4.5 to remove oversight of the Chair of BLNR is wrong. The 
committee is appointed by the Governor from a list of nominations sent by the island 
councils. How can a commission appointed by the Governor representing Statewide 
issues be exempted from Government oversight. Oversight must be used to approve 
attendance at meetings and events where the commission will represent themselves as 
a commission of the State. C. Amending Section 171-4.5 to use state funds for cultural 
or ceremonial purposes is a misappropriation of the State funds. The work of the AMAC 
is advising the Chair of BLNR on cultural and natural resource management issues in 
consultation with the island councils. The AMAC has not demonstrated strict fiscal 
control and I would hate to seeState funds become a slush fund for any board or 
commission. D. All expenses incurred by the AMAC should be pre-approved by Chair of 
the BLNR in a budget approved by the AMAC. The purpose of the “special land and 
development fund,” from funds are requested for the AMAC operations, is for the 
purpose of land acquisition, management and development with a public purpose. E. 
The request of operational funds for the AMAC should be in response to a budget that is 
reviewed, discussed and approved by the AMAC. Constituents, and AMAC members, 
have continuously requested a budget and plan for the AMAC. All such requests have 



been ignored. If any funds are to be appropriated they should be appropriated to the 
island councils that do the bulk of the work of the ‘Aha Moku.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



 

Ke One O Kākuhihewa 
 

O‘ahu Council of the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs 
P.O. Box 37874 

HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I  96837-1122 

 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF 

SB 351, RELATING TO THE ‘AHA MOKU ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Hearing: Ke Kōmike no ka Kuleana Hawai‘i a me Ke Kōmike no ka Wai a me ka ‘Āina 

 

February 6, 2017 

 

 

 
Kenekoa/Senator Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Luna Ho‘omalu 

Kenekoa/Senator Brickwood Galluteria, Hope Luna Ho‘omalu 

 

Kenekoa/Senator Karl Rhoads, Luna Ho‘omalu 

Kenekoa/Senator Mike Gabbard, Hope Luna Ho‘omalu 

 

a me nā lala O Ke Kōmike no ka Kuleana Hawai‘i a me 

Ke Kōmike no ka Wai a me ka ‘Āina 
 

Aloha,  

 

The Ke One O Kakuhihewa testifies in support of SB 351, Relative to the ‘Aha Moku Advisory 

Committee that would amend various provisions related to the ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee, 

including oversight designation, reimbursement expenses, budgetary requirements; and appropriation of 

funds to support the mission of the Committee. 

 

We believe in the work of the ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee.  As our natural resources diminish or are 

threatened, the government, more than ever before in its history needs to take advantage of the cultural 

resources of the ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee so that there will be renewed life in Hawaii’s 

environment that fosters food sustainability, protection of our ‘āina and our kai.  Appropriations for this 

committee will be money well-spent in helping to advise lawmakers and others in the State on natural 

resource issues so that informed decisions are made.   

 

Please pass SB 351. 

 

Mahalo piha, 

 

Roth K. Puahala  
Roth K. Puahala, Pelekikena 

Ke One O Kākuhihewa, O‘ahu Council of the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 6, 2017 4:50 PM 
To: HWNTestimony 
Cc: kamakane73@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB351 on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM* 
 

SB351 
Submitted on: 2/6/2017 
Testimony for HWN/WTL on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Kama Hopkins Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KE ONE O KAKUHIHEWA 

(O‘ahu Council of the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs) 

 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF 

SB 351, RELATING TO THE ‘AHA MOKU ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Hearing: Ke Kōmike no ka Kuleana Hawai‘i a me Ke Kōmike no ka Wai a me ka ‘Āina 

 

 
Rep Ryan I. Yamane, Luna Ho‘omalu 

Rep Sam Satoru Kong, Hope Luna Ho‘omalu 

a me nā lala O Ke Kōmike no ka Kuleana Hawai‘i a me 

Ke Kōmike no ka Wai a me ka ‘Āina 
 

Aloha,  

 

The Ke One O Kakuhihewa testifies in support of SB 351, Relative to the ‘Aha Moku Advisory 

Committee that would amend various provisions related to the ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee, 

including oversight designation, reimbursement expenses, budgetary requirements; and 

appropriation of funds to support the mission of the Committee. 

 

We believe in the work of the ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee.  As our natural resources 

diminish or are threatened, the government, more than ever before in its history needs to take 

advantage of the cultural resources of the ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee so that there will be 

renewed life in Hawaii’s environment that fosters food sustainability, protection of our ‘āina and 

our kai.  Appropriations for this committee will be money well-spent in helping to advise 

lawmakers and others in the State on natural resource issues so that informed decisions are made.   

 

Please pass SB 351. 

 

 

 



Testimony Opposing the amendments proposed to HRS 171-4.5 

Charles M. Kaaiai 
cmkaaiai@hawaiiantel.net 
808 291 5083 
 

Regarding SB351 

A. Amending Section 171-4.5 to increase the autonomy of the ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee 

(AMAC) seeks to remove this state commission from public and constituent scrutiny. Application 

and authority of the State Sunshine has been the only way that the public and constituents have 

been able to gain information about the workings of the Committee. Autonomy is reserved for 

the island councils to work with the community on issues relating to the cultural and natural 

resources. Island representatives on the AMAC work with their island Councils, councils that 

nominated them to the committee, to seek and support measures to support the Island 

initiatives. This is by design. 

B. Amending Section 171-4.5 to remove oversight of the Chair of BLNR is wrong. The committee is 

appointed by the Governor from a list of nominations sent by the island councils. How can a 

commission appointed by the Governor representing Statewide issues be exempted from 

Government oversight. Oversight must be used to approve attendance at meetings and events 

where the commission will represent themselves as a commission of the State. 

C. Amending Section 171-4.5 to use state funds for cultural or ceremonial purposes is a 

misappropriation of the State funds. The work of the AMAC is advising the Chair of BLNR on 

cultural and natural resource management issues in consultation with the island councils. The 

AMAC has not demonstrated strict fiscal control and I would hate to seeState funds become a 

slush fund for any board or commission.  

D. All expenses incurred by the AMAC should be pre-approved by Chair of the BLNR in a budget 

approved by the AMAC. The purpose of the “special land and development fund,” from funds 

are requested for the AMAC operations, is for the purpose of land acquisition, management and 

development with a public purpose.  

E. The request of operational funds for the AMAC should be in response to a budget that is 

reviewed, discussed and approved by the AMAC. Constituents, and AMAC members, have 

continuously requested a budget and plan for the AMAC. All such requests have been ignored.  

If any funds are to be appropriated they should be appropriated to the island councils that do 

the bulk of the work of the ‘Aha Moku. 

mailto:cmkaaiai@hawaiiantel.net














































































































































                                                                                           
Department of Land and Natural Resources 

Aha Moku Advisory Committee 

State of Hawaii 

Post Office Box 621 

Honolulu, Hawaii  96809 

 
Testimony of 

Leslie Kuloloio, Chair 

 

Before the Senate Committees on 

Hawaiian Affairs and Water and Land 

 

Wednesday, February 08, 2017 

2:45 P.M. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 224 

 

In SUPPORT of 

Senate Bill 351 

Relating to the Aha Moku Advisory Committee; Budget; Appropriation 

 

Senate Bill 351 amends various provisions related to the Aha Moku Advisory Committee, including oversight 

designation, reimbursement expenses, and budgetary requirements.  It appropriates funds to support the mission 

of the aha moku advisory committee.  The Aha Moku Advisory Committee (AMAC) supports this measure.   

Currently, funding for AMAC has been exhausted and all operations are now being conducted pro-bono. 

 

The Aha Moku System encompasses the eight main Hawaiian Islands and supports the traditional and 

generational knowledge of the people who are connected to each of the 46 moku and 606 ahupua’a.  The Aha 

Moku today is centered around bringing that knowledge forward to work with those who are now part of 

ahupua’a communities, the Public Trust. Its focus is on natural and cultural resource sustainability that is site-

specific to geographic (ahupua’a) districts.  Communities take care of their resources where they live. 

 

The purpose of the Aha Moku is to bring forth the voices – concerns and recommendations for solutions – from 

the communities of an ahupua’a on natural and cultural resources to the attention of the Department of Land and 

Natural Resources (DLNR).  Aha Moku brings forth and shares generational knowledge of methods handed 

down practitioner to practitioner in ways to protect, preserve and sustain the land, ocean, watershed and every 

natural resource within a site-specific ahupua’a.   This knowledge, often combined with modern scientific 

methods, further ensures that natural and cultural resources are protected and perpetuated.  It also proves that all 

who live in Hawaii are stakeholders and responsible for the health of our ecosystem.   

 

On behalf of ahupua’a communities, the Aha Moku advises the Chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural 

Resources (BLNR) on issues pertaining to natural and cultural resources.  But more than advising the Land 

Board, Aha Moku has been able to bring ahupua’a community concerns to the attention of the divisions of 

DLNR who then communicate directly with those communities.   This continues to progress and is on-going 

successfully as reflected in the Legislative Report submitted each year.   (2017 report attached) 

 

However, the challenges facing the Aha Moku continue to be daunting due to the instability of funding.  

Challenges that face the Aha Moku now are summarized by the following.  Appropriations and support from the 

legislature will alleviate these challenges: 

 



 Funding is exhausted and as of January 1, 2017 all work is being done pro-bono to continue addressing 

the numerous issues on-going on every island where the people are currently working with DLNR 

divisions to mitigate concerns that impact the natural and cultural resources of that place; 

 

 This bill asks that the budgetary requirements for conducting meetings and other related functions of the 

state aha moku system and aha moku advisory committee be included in the budget of DLNR.  

However, we do not want to cause DLNR undue hardships as we have a strong collaborative 

relationship with the department. We ask that these funds be released from the Special Land and 

Development Fund to include the expenses incurred by the Aha Moku Advisory Committee.  To 

accommodate this request, it is necessary that the ceiling for the Special Land and Development Fund be 

raised by $300,000.  This would accommodate the ask of $250,000 for all Aha Moku administrative and 

operating funds. 

 

The Aha Moku System benefits the entire state by strengthening the rapport and relationship between the 

department and the public, including the native Hawaiian community, on issues concerning natural and cultural 

resources.  Its success, however, depends on its ability to effectively obtain public input, including from native 

Hawaiians, and communicate this to the department with respect to managing natural and cultural resources.   

 

The Legislature created the Aha Moku Advisory Committee and restored the Aha Moku System in 2007 via Act 

212 SLH 2007, and Act 288 SLH 2012 to be a part of the fabric of Hawaii State Policy.  Yet, in the 10 years of 

its existence within the state system, its proven success within the department, and the strong support of the 

public, the Legislature and its committees, funding has never been released. 

 

Hawaii houses the Aha Moku, the only one of its kind in the United States, as stated in the IUCN World 

Conservation Congress held in Hawaii in September, 2016.  The Hawaii State Legislature has achieved what the 

rest of the world is striving for – the merging of indigenous knowledge and practices into contemporary 

government policy in order to protect and sustain the ecosystem and environment.  Please do not let this die. 

 

We humbly ask that Senate Bill 351 be passed by the Senate Joint Committees of Hawaiian Affairs and 

Water and Land. 

 

Respectfully Submitted on behalf of the Aha Moku Advisory Committee and the Aha Moku System, 

 

Les Kuloloio, Chair 

Aha Moku Advisory Committee 

Phone: 808-281-7652 

Email: pokaiuli2@gmail.com 

 

Attachment: 2017 Aha Moku Legislative Report 

 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 6, 2017 4:09 AM 
To: HWNTestimony 
Cc: akamaimom@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB351 on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM 
 

SB351 
Submitted on: 2/6/2017 
Testimony for HWN/WTL on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Felicia Cowden Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: The Aha Moku system is valuable as it links the state government with a 
pathway for embracing traditional Hawaiian land management practices that are 
appropriate for effective environmental stewardship of the islands, as well as Hawaiian 
cultural perpetuity. As expressed on Kauai. this has been a valuable tool for inclusion of 
newer cultures and demographics into a greater understanding of how to integrate into 
the host culture rather than to eclipse it. Aha Moku efforts are a blessing for all of 
Hawaii. Please continue the funding and relationship for this program. Felicia Cowden 
Kilauea, Kauai 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 6, 2017 4:09 AM 
To: HWNTestimony 
Cc: akamaimom@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB351 on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM 
 

SB351 
Submitted on: 2/6/2017 
Testimony for HWN/WTL on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Felicia Cowden Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: The Aha Moku system is valuable as it links the state government with a 
pathway for embracing traditional Hawaiian land management practices that are 
appropriate for effective environmental stewardship of the islands, as well as Hawaiian 
cultural perpetuity. As expressed on Kauai. this has been a valuable tool for inclusion of 
newer cultures and demographics into a greater understanding of how to integrate into 
the host culture rather than to eclipse it. Aha Moku efforts are a blessing for all of 
Hawaii. Please continue the funding and relationship for this program. Felicia Cowden 
Kilauea, Kauai 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, February 5, 2017 5:47 PM 
To: HWNTestimony 
Cc: ndavlantes@aol.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB351 on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM 
 

SB351 
Submitted on: 2/5/2017 
Testimony for HWN/WTL on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Nancy Davlantes Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: As our natural resources diminish or are threatened, the government, more 
than ever before in its history needs to take advantage of the cultural resources of the 
‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee so that there will be renewed life in Hawaii’s 
environment that fosters food sustainability, protection of our ‘āina and our kai. 
Appropriations for this committee will be money well-spent in helping to advise 
lawmakers and others in the State on natural resource issues so that informed 
decisions are made. Please pass SB 351.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 6:25 PM 
To: HWNTestimony 
Cc: gifts9954@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB351 on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM* 
 

SB351 
Submitted on: 2/7/2017 
Testimony for HWN/WTL on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Susan Vickery Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

mailto:webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 4:10 AM 
To: HWNTestimony 
Cc: dkapua@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB351 on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM 
 

SB351 
Submitted on: 2/8/2017 
Testimony for HWN/WTL on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Kapua Keliikoa-Kamai Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Aloha e Luna Hoʻomalu o ke Kōmike no ke Kuleana Hawaiʻi Shimabukuro, 
Aloha e Luna Ho‘omalu o ke Kōmike no ka Wai a me ka ʻĀina Rhoades, Aloha e na lālā 
komike, Aloha kakou, He kākoʻo au (I support) i ka pila SB351 RELATING TO THE AHA 
MOKU ADVISORY COMMITTEE. Amends various provisions related to the aha moku 
advisory committee, including oversight designation, reimbursement expenses, and 
budgetary requirements. Appropriates funds to support the mission of the aha moku 
advisory committee. Mahalo no kō ʻoukou kōkua no ka pila SB 351. Me ka haʻahaʻa, 
Kapua Keliikoa-Kamai, He hopohopo nei au mai ke kaiāulu Waiʻanae, Concerned 
Waianae Community Member  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 11:07 PM 
To: HWNTestimony 
Cc: courtneybruch808@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB351 on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM* 
 

SB351 
Submitted on: 2/7/2017 
Testimony for HWN/WTL on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Courtney Bruch Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 6:33 PM 
To: HWNTestimony 
Cc: gkvierra@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB351 on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM* 
 

SB351 
Submitted on: 2/7/2017 
Testimony for HWN/WTL on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

George Vierra Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 6:32 PM 
To: HWNTestimony 
Cc: tampaltin@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB351 on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM* 
 

SB351 
Submitted on: 2/7/2017 
Testimony for HWN/WTL on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Tamara Paltin Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 7:56 PM 
To: HWNTestimony 
Cc: shyla.moon@ymail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB351 on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM 
 

SB351 
Submitted on: 2/7/2017 
Testimony for HWN/WTL on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Shyla Moon Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: I don't support the aha moku management system in its current appointed 
state in Kauai. It doesn't represent our island well. Aloha 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF HAWAI‘I 

HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS CAUCUS 
email:  leimomikhan@gmail.com 

 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF 

SB 351, RELATING TO THE ‘AHA MOKU ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Hearing: Ke Kōmike no ka Kuleana Hawai‘i a me Ke Kōmike no ka Wai a me ka ‘Āina 

Wednesday, February 8, 2017, 2:45 p.m., Room 225 

 
Kenekoa/Senator Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Luna Ho‘omalu 

Kenekoa/Senator Brickwood Galluteria, Hope Luna Ho‘omalu 

 

Kenekoa/Senator Karl Rhoads, Luna Ho‘omalu 

Kenekoa/Senator Mike Gabbard, Hope Luna Ho‘omalu 

 

a me nā lala O Ke Kōmike no ka Kuleana Hawai‘i a me 

Ke Kōmike no ka Wai a me ka ‘Āina 
 

Aloha,  

 

The Hawaiian Affairs Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i testifies in support of SB 351, Relating 

to the ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee that would amend various provisions related to the ‘Aha Moku 

Advisory Committee, including oversight designation, reimbursement expenses, budgetary requirements; 

and appropriation of funds to support the mission of the Committee. 

Quoting the Hawai‘i 2050 Sustainability Plan, Critical Concepts, A User’s Guide to Hawai‘i 2050, 

“Ahupua‘a: An overarching metaphor.  Our Hawaiian islands are blessed with a Kanaka Maoli 

tradition and heritage that make our state uniquely special. The Task Force is committed to integrate the 

values and principles of the traditional Kanaka Maoli concept of the ahupua‘a resource and behavioral 

management system as a philosophical basis for a sustainable Hawai‘i. The values of the ahupua‘a system 

ensure that people respect the air, land, water and other scarce natural resources that make life sustainable 

from the mountains to the sea.”  

Chaired by Senator Russell Kokubun and outstanding community leaders, the Hawai‘i 2050 

Sustainability Task Force understood that a sustainable Hawai‘i is reliant on Kanaka Maoli tradition and 

heritage.  Apparently, the Hawai‘i State Legislature in 2012 thought so, too, when they created the ‘aha 

moku advisory committee. 

In spite of their endeavors, appropriations bills have failed in every legislative session since 2012.  Last 

year, we were encouraged that the appropriations bill finally made it into conference, only to have it fail 

to pass out of conference.   

Why we ask? Where is this state’s commitment to Hawaii’s host culture and sustainability? As our natural 

resources diminish or are threatened, the government, more than ever before in its history needs to take 

advantage of the cultural resources of the ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee so that there will be renewed 

life in Hawaii’s environment that fosters food sustainability, protection of our ‘āina and our kai 

Please pass SB 351. 

 



 

 
 



 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF HAWAI‘I 

HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS CAUCUS 
email:  leimomikhan@gmail.com 

 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF 

SB 351, RELATING TO THE ‘AHA MOKU ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Hearing: Ke Kōmike no ka Kuleana Hawai‘i a me Ke Kōmike no ka Wai a me ka ‘Āina 

Wednesday, February 8, 2017, 2:45 p.m., Room 225 

 
Kenekoa/Senator Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Luna Ho‘omalu 

Kenekoa/Senator Brickwood Galluteria, Hope Luna Ho‘omalu 

 

Kenekoa/Senator Karl Rhoads, Luna Ho‘omalu 

Kenekoa/Senator Mike Gabbard, Hope Luna Ho‘omalu 

 

a me nā lala O Ke Kōmike no ka Kuleana Hawai‘i a me 

Ke Kōmike no ka Wai a me ka ‘Āina 
 

Aloha,  

 

The Hawaiian Affairs Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i testifies in support of SB 351, Relating 

to the ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee that would amend various provisions related to the ‘Aha Moku 

Advisory Committee, including oversight designation, reimbursement expenses, budgetary requirements; 

and appropriation of funds to support the mission of the Committee. 

Quoting the Hawai‘i 2050 Sustainability Plan, Critical Concepts, A User’s Guide to Hawai‘i 2050, 

“Ahupua‘a: An overarching metaphor.  Our Hawaiian islands are blessed with a Kanaka Maoli 

tradition and heritage that make our state uniquely special. The Task Force is committed to integrate the 

values and principles of the traditional Kanaka Maoli concept of the ahupua‘a resource and behavioral 

management system as a philosophical basis for a sustainable Hawai‘i. The values of the ahupua‘a system 

ensure that people respect the air, land, water and other scarce natural resources that make life sustainable 

from the mountains to the sea.”  

Chaired by Senator Russell Kokubun and outstanding community leaders, the Hawai‘i 2050 

Sustainability Task Force understood that a sustainable Hawai‘i is reliant on Kanaka Maoli tradition and 

heritage.  Apparently, the Hawai‘i State Legislature in 2012 thought so, too, when they created the ‘aha 

moku advisory committee. 

In spite of their endeavors, appropriations bills have failed in every legislative session since 2012.  Last 

year, we were encouraged that the appropriations bill finally made it into conference, only to have it fail 

to pass out of conference.   

Why we ask? Where is this state’s commitment to Hawaii’s host culture and sustainability? As our natural 

resources diminish or are threatened, the government, more than ever before in its history needs to take 

advantage of the cultural resources of the ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee so that there will be renewed 

life in Hawaii’s environment that fosters food sustainability, protection of our ‘āina and our kai 

Please pass SB 351. 

 



 

 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, February 5, 2017 8:13 AM 
To: HWNTestimony 
Cc: shane.nelsen@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB351 on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM* 
 

SB351 
Submitted on: 2/5/2017 
Testimony for HWN/WTL on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Shane Nelsen Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, February 5, 2017 5:46 PM 
To: HWNTestimony 
Cc: launahele@yahoo.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB351 on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM* 
 

SB351 
Submitted on: 2/5/2017 
Testimony for HWN/WTL on Feb 8, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Benton Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

mailto:webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Shane Sinenci
To: HWNTestimony
Subject: Support for SB351
Date: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 8:55:06 AM

I support SB351, the Aha Moku Appropriations Bill because:
a. The AMAC fulfills the mandates of Act 288 that affects all
moku throughout the state, and
b. I support funds being taken from the Special Land Development
Fund, which receives its' revenues from ceded lands; to fund the
Aha Moku.

Thank you,
Shane Sinenci
Maui Resident

mailto:ssinenci@yahoo.com
mailto:HWNTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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