
The Senate 
The Twenty-Ninth Legislature 
Regular Session of 2017  

Committee on Higher Education 
Senator Kaiali’i Kahele, Chair 
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 

RE: SB – 1317 RELATING TO THE ACADEMY FOR CREATIVE MEDIA 
Date:   Thursday, February 9, 2017 
Time:  2:00 PM 
Conference Room 224 
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 

Aloha Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee, 

I support SB 1317 which would appropriate funds for the renovation of the former 
KHET/PBS facilities and future home for the Academy for Creative Media at the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa. 

In sending this email to Associate Professor Joel Moffett, I declare my support for the 
University of Hawaiʻi Mānoa (UHM) honoring its commitment to fully move the Academy 
for Creative Media (ACM) into 2350 Dole Street. Since 2006, UHM has consistently 
supported the ACM's intent to move into this facility.  This formal support is evidenced in 
ACM’s BA proposal (specifically calling for ACM to move into 2350 Dole Street), which 
was approved by UHM Interim Chancellor Bley-Vroman. 

Since it’s formation in 2004, the ACM has developed into a robust and successful 
program. Yet since its inception, the ACM has been hampered and constrained by 
temporary and inadequate facilities spread throughout the UHM campus. The ACM has 
consistently articulated the need for vital facilities to maintain its program, as is 
evidenced by ACM’s 2011 ACM Assessment Report. Towards solving this issue, the 
ACM has consistently articulated the intent to move into this facility as is evidenced by 
the ACM Visioning Plan. 

ACM was an integral force in the launching of my own career in broadcast television. 
Without ACM, I would have never learned of a job opportunity at KITV and without ACM 
I would have never had the skills I needed to thrive there.  
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From that one opened door, more opportunities would come.  After two years at KITV, I 
then went on to become a Director at KHON.  I spent three years there, where I directed 
countless primetime newscasts and also was put in charge of directing a new show 
called "Cover 2: Hawaii High School Football Weekly" 

In Cover 2, I was away from the stiffness of news for the first time in years and I found a 
place to be creative again.  It was on that show that I really got to apply everything that I 
had learned in ACM.  Lighting, sound, cinematography, directing actors- all my lessons 
came back to me and were extremely relevant more than they had ever been before.  

Cover 2 has now gone on for four successful seasons and has been a platform of hope 
for the high school football community across the state.  It is even watched by college 
recruiters outside of Hawaii, as they have come to know it as a showcase of our state's 
athletic talent.  

This show opens doors for others, just as ACM once opened a door for me. 

While my professors worked hard to arm myself and my classmates with the knowledge 
we needed to succeed, I always felt that the facilities of our major were severely lacking. 

Necessary tools of our industry remained solely on the pages of our textbooks and in 
the words of our professors, rather than being available for us to use and see firsthand. 

We never had a proper sound stage to shoot in, we never learned to truly mix sound 
because of not having a mixing stage, and we never learned to properly color correct 
our films because of not having a color correction studio. 

Beyond that, I was amazed that we did not have computers and a lab readily available 
to work on our projects in the post production stage- but rather, we had to live and die 
by our own laptops.  

I also fighting over limited shooting days with my classmates because of our limited 
camera, lighting, and sound equipment- making our projects nearly impossible to 
complete at certain points of the year. 

I also remember us working forever on our projects only to have them screened in a 
classrooms that can barely make a powerpoint presentation shine, let alone a work of 
art.  



And lastly, I remember my classrooms beings scattered throughout the campus 
because we never truly had a building to call home.  It was simply hard to traverse to 
my classes, when I should have been able to stick to the same locale. 

I hope show that ACM has been and still is doing great things for the kids of Hawaii, all 
the while suffering with not enough resources.   I'm a Hilo boy that fell in love with a 
video camera.   My parents couldn't afford to send me to college anywhere.  My only 
hope was finding an in-state program that would allow me to follow my dreams.  ACM 
was my hope and it absolutely transformed my life for the better. 

I'm now a Director at KTVU FOX 2 in the Bay Area.ssor  I still pull from the lessons I 
learned back on campus from my great professors.  I owe a lot to them. They were the 
ones who opened the door. 

With full support, the Academy of Creative Media Student Association (ACMSA) hopes 
that ACM will gain an adequate facility for students to collaborate.  This will provide a 
betterment towards creative work and Hawai'i’s unique voices of artists. 

I ask President Lassner to honor the institutional memory of UHM’s support and 
agreement to move the ACM into the KHET facility, which clearly fits student, faculty 
and program needs. 

Paul Higa 



The Senate 

The Twenty-Ninth Legislature 

Regular Session of 2017 

Committee on Higher Education 

Senator Kaiali’i Kahele, Chair 

Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 

RE: SB – 1317 RELATING TO THE ACADEMY FOR CREATIVE MEDIA 

Date:   Thursday, February 9, 2017 

Time:  2:00 PM 

Conference Room 224 

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 

Aloha Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee, 

I support SB 1317 which would appropriate funds for the renovation of the former KHET/PBS 

facilities and future home for the Academy for Creative Media at the University of Hawaii at 

Manoa. 

The University of Hawaiʻi at Manoa is Hawaiʻi’s paramount university. This University 

represents the best that Hawaiʻi has to offer and the commitment that the State of Hawaiʻi has 

made to education and investing in the next generation. We are the future of Hawaiʻi. Because of 

this, it is vital to properly invest in the state's future creators, professionals, and business 

owners. Not investing in education is short sided and unsustainable if we hope to improve our 

beautiful state.  

Its unfortunate that in my time at the Academy of Creative media, we’ve not had access to the 

resources necessary to properly teach the future creators of Hawaiʻi the skills we so desperately 

need to compete in our industry. I haven’t had proper studio spaces to shoot my films. I haven’t 

had the chance to properly mix my audio at a mixing stage. I haven’t been able to color correct a 

film without a color correcting studio. These are all industry standards to have, and not having 

them severely impedes our ability to compete with others who have had access to these 

resources. At other colleges on the mainland they have top of the line studio spaces for shooting, 

audio mixing, and color correcting, why should it be any different for us? We represent the best 
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that Hawaiʻi has to offer, and I know Hawaiʻi can offer better than what its shown so far. 

So please, invest in the future creators of Hawaiʻi with the resources we so desperately need. 

Mahalo, 



The Senate 

The Twenty-Ninth Legislature 

Regular Session of 2017 

Committee on Higher Education 

Senator Kaiali’i Kahele, Chair 

Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 

RE: SB – 1317 RELATING TO THE ACADEMY FOR CREATIVE MEDIA 

Date:   Thursday, February 9, 2017 

Time:  2:00 PM 
Conference Room 414 

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 

Aloha Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee, 

I support SB 1317 which would appropriate funds for the renovation of the former KHET/PBS facilities 

and home for the Academy for Creative Media at the University of Hawai'i at Mānoa.  

The ACM program was and continues to play a crucial role in my development both as an artist and as a 

citizen. I graduated from the program in 2008 and since have gone on to successfully pursue a career in the 

film and television industry. I have worked both in production and as a producer/writer on major network 

and cable television series for the past four years. And I can say, without any doubt, that I owe much of my 

success to the ACM program.  

As a Pacific Islander that grew up on the Mainland, ACM provided my first opportunity to explore my 

identity as an Islander. I learned not only about myself, but about the importance of translating my 

experience, one that is not often represented, onto the screen. Through ACM I learned the value of my 

heritage and the critical importance of sharing, what is often an oral history, with the world at large. To 

preserve the rich and complicated culture that I am a part of as well as share this culture with the rest of the 

world is a responsibility I wear as a badge of honor. And I don’t believe that I would have discovered this 

about myself if not for ACM.  

I have taken the confidence and the skills that I learned in ACM and translated that into a successful 

Hollywood career where I hope, in the coming years to use my success as a way to expand the boundaries 

of “Hollywood story-telling” to include thoughtful and honest depictions of Pacific Islanders in both film 

and television.  

I attended ACM in it’s first years of existence and while we had tools and equipment at our disposal, it was 

nothing compared to what major competitive film programs across the country have access to. By 

renovating the KHET/PBS facilities, ACM will not only be able to offer students a broader spectrum of 

experience, I believe it will be easier for the program to train storytellers that will be more competitive in 

the industry at large. And the success of Pacific Island storytellers means that our stories have a greater 

chance of reaching a broader audience. And to me, that is what ACM is all about. It is about training the 

next generation of filmmakers, writers, directors and animators to go out into the world and share our island 

cultures with a world that rarely sees more than pristine beaches and tourist traps.  

Thank you for considering this bill. 

Dana Ledoux Miller 
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The Senate 
The Twenty-Ninth Legislature 

Regular Session of 2017  

Committee on Higher Education 
Senator Kaiali’i Kahele, Chair 

Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 

RE: SB – 1317 RELATING TO THE ACADEMY FOR CREATIVE MEDIA 
Date:   Thursday, February 9, 2017, 2:00 PM 

Conference Room 224 
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 

Stacey Hayashi 
PO Box 970332 
Waipahu, HI 96797 

February 9, 2017 

Dear Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Kidani, and Members of the Higher Education Committee, 

I am writing to express my support for SB1317. I am the producer for the film, GO FOR                  
BROKE, about the origins of the 100th Battalion, 442nd Regimental Combat Team, and Military              
Intelligence Service during WWII. Many of our department heads (director, cinematographer),           
key crew, and the majority of our production assistants came from UH Manoa’s Academy for               
Creative Media, as either recent graduates or current students. Their professionalism,           
commitment and work ethic were impressive to me and all who visited our set, and it truly shows                  
that our film school is coming of age. 

I understand that these talented and hardworking individuals were without a central and             
permanent home and have been unable to use the building vacated by PBS last year, as it sits                  
empty. I was surprised and even further impressed by how far they’ve come despite lacking               
centralized production facilities, and believe they could do so much more with a home.  

If you believe, as I do, that film in Hawaii can be a viable economic driver and industry, I urge                    
you to support its backbone, and invest in its future.  

Respectfully, 

Stacey Hayashi 
Producer 
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GO FOR BROKE 



Aloha   to   the   leaders   of   our   State   of   Hawaii 

My   name   is   Sam   Bui,   an   alumni   of   the   Academy   for   Creative   Media   of   UH   Manoa,   and   I   implore 
you   to   support   SB1317.            My   other   credentials   include   being   a   delegate   of   the   ACM   to   the 
Shanghai   International   FIlm   Festival,   where   represented   Hawaii   well   to   Asia   and   the   rest   of   the 
world,   2   years   of   working   in   the   Hawaii   film   industry   as   a   Production   Assistant   on    Hawaii   Five0, 
Mike   and   Dave,   King   Kong:   Skull   Island,   Snatched,   and   Jumanji .      I   have   recently   moved   to   New 
York   City   to   pursue   a   career   in   acting.      This   to   say,   I   credit   the   ACM   with   my   upbringing   in   the 
arts   and   launching   me   into   striving   for   the   goal   of   living   as   an   artist.      And   I’m   not   the   only   one. 
There   are   hundreds   of   filmmakers   hailing   from   the   ACM,   learning   to   tell   stories   in   the   truest   of 
ways,   rich   of   authenticity   of   our   island   home.      At   the   ACM   we   learn   and   strive   to   bring   Hawaii’s 
rich   culture   and   mighty   voice   to   the   stage   of   the   world,   the   podium   of   the   nations,   and   a   seat   at 
diversity’s   table. 

On   a   personal   note,   my   family   came   to   Hawaii   as   refugees   and   immigrants   after   the   Vietnam 
War.      The   hopes   and   dreams   to   find   safe   harbor   became   a   reality   after   weeks   of   deadly   seas, 
pirates,   and   our   shipwrecking   in   Malaysia.      Being   born   and   raised   in   Hawaii   to   immigrant 
parents   wasn’t   and   still   isn’t   easy.      My   dad’s   a   pastor,   mom’s   a   seamstress,   I   have   4   siblings   and 
like   many   others,   we   lack   in   many   ways,   but   we   triumph   in   many   ways,   none   of   which   is   without 
dedication   and   sacrifice   from   each   member   of   the   family.      Regardless,   we   still   have   to   make   it 
work.      But   without   a   home,   opportunity,   and   the   good   nature   of   kind   neighbors   we   wouldn’t   have 
succeeded.   

In   our   nation   today   we   are   in   fervent   discussion   about   the   state   of   our   country   and   what   it   means 
to   be   a   good   neighbor.      We   juggle   safety   with   hospitality,   wondering   what   our   future   will   be   like 
for   the   next   generation.      I   imagine   some   of   the   same   questions   of   safety   and   wellbeing   are   being 
asked   by   leaders   of   our   nation   and   our   university   on   comparatively   different   situations.      But   I 
assure   you,   thematically   they   are   parallel.      As   with   many   outsiders   welcomed   into   a   home,   they 
more   often   than   not,   find   belonging   into   their   new   home.      That   “they”   and   “us”   mentality 
becomes,   “we”.      It   was   the   case   for   my   parents,   many   others,   and   the   same   for   students   and 
faculty   of   the   ACM   who   I’m   sure   once   said,   “if   only   someone   understood   me,   if   only   they’d   give 
me   a   chance.”      America   gave   my   parents   a   chance,   a   home.   ACM   gave   me   a   chance   and   a 
home,   the   state   needs   to   give   ACM   a   chance   and   a   home. 

And   like   the   concerns   of   the   nation,   is   the   future   secure   for   our   next   generation,   will   there   be   a 
benefit   to   this   risk?      Well,   we    are    America’s   future,   I    am    your   next   generation,   and   I   am   a   proud 
American,   a   proud   Hawaii   local,   loyal   to   my   country   and   an   active   ambassador   of   my   home 
wherever   I   travel.      Why?      Because   I   want   to   make   proud   the   hand   that   helped   my   family,   that 
helped   me.      The   future   is   always   insecure,   but   history   has   shown   us   that   the   risk   of   being   a 
good   neighbor   has   always   lead   us   to   strong   community.      My   father   always   taught   me   from   the 
good   word   to   love   my   God   and   love   my   neighbor,   and   in   doing   so   I’ve   found   that   I’ve   been   loved 
back.      This   is   my   contention   and   I   say   it   is   the   same   for   students   and   faculty   of   the   ACM   in   our 
need   of   a   physical   home   to   harbor   and   cultivate   our   goals   of   being   the   best   we   can   be.      If   it 
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weren’t   for   the   hospitality   of   our   nation,   our   state,   our   university   I   wouldn’t   have   this   opportunity 
to   fight   for   my   family   and   friends   of   the   ACM.      I   wouldn’t   have   the   opportunity   to   share   the 
stories   of   hope,   struggle,   triumph   with   those   wanting   the   same   whether   they   are   fellow 
Americans,   Hawaiians,   foreigners   and/or   outcasts.      Being   part   of   the   ACM   has   taught   us   to   be 
empathetic   in   a   world   that   wants   to   divide   and   draw   lines.      Our   stories   are   unique   to   us   in   Hawaii 
and,   yet,   so   universal. 

As   you   hear   from   others   on   the   life   of   ACM   so   far   and   the   struggle   we   have   trying   to   find   a 
physical   home,   please   keep   in   mind   ACM   is   a   small,   but   growing   family,   one   that   seeks   the   best 
for   its   members,   its   friends,   and   its   community.      It’s   a   family   that   is   comprised   of   artists   and 
dreamers,   many   of   which   grew   up   longing   to   be   understood   and   have   been   seen   as   misfits, 
outcasts,   and   oddballs;   so,   for   us   to   find   a   place   we   belong,   a   place   that   we   call   home,   a   place 
that   we   feel   welcomed   has   been   an   endeavor   etched   into   our   DNA.      It   is   here   that   we   found 
encouragement   to   chase   aspiration   and   achieve   the   impossible,   it’s   a   place   we   learned   to   live 
our   truest   selves.      And   in   light   of   recent   events   in   our   nation,   it   is   ever   so   much   more   imperative 
that   the   State   support   us   as   artists.      With   the   the   National   Endowment   for   the   Arts   hanging 
precariously   in   a   storm   of   policy,   one   can   only   imagine   the   repercussions   to   follow   if   artists 
weren’t   protected   now.      Imagine   the   stories   of   hope   that   transcends   barriers,   lost   because   of 
fear   we’d   lose   money   for   other   things.      Imagine   the   films   that   inspired   you,   touched   you, 
comforted   you   because   someone   out   there   felt   the   same   way   you   did,   lost.      So   I   encourage,   no, 
demand   as   a   citizen   of   this   country,   this   state,   this   university,   this   community   that   you   protect 
ACM’s   right   to   a   physical   home   for   the   future   and   wellbeing   of   those   like   us,   those   in   need   of 
belonging,   community,   and   support. 

Thank   you   for   your   time.      I   trust   and   pray   that   your   support   and   approval   of   SB   1317   is   one   of 
many   decision   the   state   makes   to   protect   the   health   and   wellbeing   of   its   citizens   and   artists. 
God   bless   you,   each   one. 

With   much   gratitude   and   aloha, 
Sam   Bui 



The Senate 
The Twenty-Ninth Legislature 
Regular Session of 2017 

Committee on Higher Education 
Senator Kaiali’i Kahele, Chair 
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 

RE: SB – 1317 RELATING TO THE ACADEMY FOR CREATIVE MEDIA 
Date:   Thursday, February 9, 2017 
Time:  2:00 PM 
Conference Room 224 
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 

Aloha kākou Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Henry Mochida and because of my education through ACM I have worked on over 100 film 
productions, screened films at dozens of film festivals, traveled internationally, founded a community media 
organization for under-represented communities, produced media for entertainment facilities, managed media 
labs, innovated the use of filmmaking for social research, and worked for major media organizations.   

I have been able to consistently tap into this knowledge base and skill-set in seeking gainful employment and 
meaningful community while living on the mainland.  I am writing in support of SB-1317 that appropriates funds 
for the renovation of the former KHET/PBS facilities and future home for the Academy for Creative Media at the 
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. 

I attended ACM while it was in its fledgling stages.  We were a tight knit community with a passion for 
storytelling and only basic tools to make the magic come to the screen.  We scrapped equipment together and 
stretched resources between students often relying on personal finances to improve production value.  We 
trucked and lugged our gear from the KHET/PBS building to classroom spaces scattered across campus and 
provided students with limited access to studio environments on rented time.    

Despite these early on restrictions ACM has consistently grown to be a key figure in the film industry in Hawaiʻi, 
the Pacific, and beyond.  Yet, through our partnerships we are often working with peers and colleagues in other 
universities who have access to state-of-the-art facilities including sound stages, green screen studios, color 
correction suites, film processing and projection houses, as well as film archives.  In fact, it would surprise 
many of our partners to know that we do not have a permanent facility on campus in Honolulu. 

An investment in such a space for our department is the necessary next step to meet our hard earned 
reputation.  Our world-class faculty requires the security of a facility to teach without one arm tied behind their 
backs.  Such a facility would allow ACM and the University of Hawaii to better foster the future leaders and 
talent in storytelling, media technology, and the film industry.  The passage of this bill will be a game changer 
for our students.  I applaud your astute and steadfast efforts to pass it. 

Mahalo nui loa, 

Henry I. Mochida 
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To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Jeffrey Leong and I am a proud alumnus from the University of Hawai’i at Manoa’s 

Academy for Creative Media (ACM).  When I received an e-mail from my professor Mr. Joel Moffett, I 

was shocked to hear that the former KHET building on Dole street was no longer going to be the home 

of the ACM.  While I was studying there from 2009-2012, we were frequently reminded that it wouldn’t 

be long until the building would be the permanent home for our program.  I have many memories of 

arriving early to pick up equipment for our productions, having classes in the broadcasting rooms, and 

even applying for and having the interview for my very first internship with Hawai’i Five-O in this 

building and it deeply saddens me to hear that the President has decided not to allow the ACM to make 

their home here, as I was certain that a few years after graduation the program would be thriving inside 

this building.  If the future of the ACM is in danger, then I personally believe that so is the future of the 

continual spreading of the local Hawaiian culture.  The ACM is a place where we are taught to share our 

stories and I was able to learn so much more about the culture of Hawai’i.  It was at this school that I 

learned so many skills and developed into a more mature person through the experiences it gave me.    

I ask you to please reconsider the decision for allowing the University of Hawai’i Academy for 

Creative Media to use the facilities located at 2350 Dole Street for the future filmmakers who will be a 

part of the program.   

Mahalo, 

Jeffrey Leong 
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COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION 

Senator Kaiali’i Kahele, Chair 

Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 

RE: SB 1317, HB 1560 

Appropriates moneys for renovations of the future home of University of Hawaii, Manoa’s 

     Academy for Creative Media (ACM) 

Aloha Senators Kahele and Kidani and Members of the Committee on Higher Education: 

My name is Leanne Natsuyo Teves.  I am a board member of the Screen Actors Guild-American 

Federation of Television and Radio Artists (SAG-AFTRA), Hawaii Local.   

I have been blessed by participating in the table reads for Professor Moffett’s well taught Advanced 

Script Writing classes with ACM, Manoa.  Through this opportunity, I have been able to develop 

my craft as an actor.  It has been a rewarding experience to give feedback to the students with their 

pieces; helping the students develop their craft in exchange.  Growing up in Hawaii commencing 

in the ‘60s, born and raised on Oahu, these excellent opportunities and courses of study in this 

industry of film and television were non-existent.  I was elated at the news about the start of ACM 

in 2004.    

I declare my support for the University of Hawaiʻi Mānoa (UHM) honoring its commitment to 

fully move the Academy for Creative Media (ACM) into 2350 Dole Street. Since 2006, UHM has 

consistently supported the ACM's intent to move into this facility.  This formal support is 

evidenced in ACM's BA proposal (specifically calling for ACM to move into 2350 Dole Street), 

which was approved by UHM Interim Chancellor Bley-Vroman. 

Since its formation in 2004, the ACM has developed into one of the most robust and successful 

programs at UHM. Yet from the beginning, the ACM has been deeply hampered and constrained 

by residing in temporary and inadequate facilities across the UHM campus. The ACM has 

consistently articulated the need for vital facilities to maintain its program, as is evidenced by 

ACM's 2011 ACM Assessment Report. Towards solving this issue, the ACM has consistently 

articulated the intent to move into this facility as is evidenced by the ACM Visioning Plan. 

With full support, the Academy of Creative Media Student Association (ACMSA) hopes that 

ACM will gain an adequate facility for students to collaborate.  This will provide a betterment 

towards creative work and Hawai'i's unique voices of artists. 
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The Senate 

The Twenty-Ninth Legislature 

Regular Session of 2017 

Committee on Higher Education 

Senator Kaiali’i Kahele, Chair 

Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 

RE: SB – 1317 RELATING TO THE ACADEMY FOR CREATIVE MEDIA 

Date:   Thursday, February 9, 2017 

Time:  2:00 PM 

Conference Room 224 

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 

Aloha Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee, 

I support SB 1317 which would appropriate funds for the renovation of the former 

KHET/PBS facilities and future home for the Academy for Creative Media at the 

University of Hawaii at Manoa. 

As a senior at the University of Hawai’i’s Academy for Creative Media (ACM) 

program at Mānoa, (specializing in digital cinematic production), I was thrust into the life 

of a filmmaker two years ago and haven’t looked back. My knowledge for crafting stories 

into cinematic art has grown immensely. But as far as learning the techniques to produce 

a quality film goes, there are crucial aspects of that I will, presently, never be able to 

learn at the ACM.  

One thing that separates a good short film from a “student film,” is good sound 

recording. Having the ability to design sound is essential to any quality film, especially 

when the sound can’t be practically produced on-set, i.e. swords clashing, bone breaking, 

explosions, gun fire. Not being able to produce quality, original sound has been the bane 

of many student films I’ve seen and produced at ACM Mānoa, which would otherwise 

be, in my opinion, film festival winners.  

To be a filmmaker is to be a storyteller, and for better or worse, it’s probably the 

most technically demanding form of storytelling. But our stories must be told, and they 
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will be told. I only wish that I had the ability to convey them in a matter that it would 

impact others, in that, if my films were to look and sound like the real world, they would 

have the chance to change the real world, like all good art is supposed to do.  

Please pass SB 1317, and help secure our future as the storytellers of Hawai’i, and all of 

Polynesia. 

Sincerely, 

Chase K. Long-Newfield 

59-490 Kam. Hwy

Haleiwa, HI 96712 



 

COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION 
SB 1317 Relating to the Academy of Creative Media 
 
Thursday, February 9, 2017 
2:00 p.m. Conference room 414  

  
 

To:  Hon. Senator Kaiali‘i Kahele, Chair 
Hon. Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair and Members of the committee: 
 
 
I declare my support for SB 1317 for the University of Hawaiʻi Mānoa (UHM) 
to honor its commitment to fully move the Academy for Creative Media 
(ACM) into 2350 Dole Street. Since 2006, UHM has consistently supported 
the ACM's intent to move into this facility.  This formal support is 
evidenced in ACM’s BA proposal (specifically calling for ACM to move into 
2350 Dole Street), which was approved by UHM Interim Chancellor Bley-
Vroman.  
 
Since it’s formation in 2004, the ACM has developed into one of the most 
robust and successful programs at UHM. Yet ACM has been deeply 
hampered and constrained by having temporary and inadequate facilities 
across the UHM campus. The ACM has consistently articulated the need for 
vital facilities to maintain its programming, as is evidenced by ACM’s 2011 
ACM Assessment Report. Towards solving this issue, the ACM has 
consistently articulated the intent to move into this facility by the ACM 
Visioning Plan.  
 
With full support, the Academy of Creative Media Student Association 
(ACMSA) hopes that ACM will gain an adequate facility for students to 
collaborate.  This will provide a better foundation from which Hawai'i’s 
unique voices of artists and filmmakers can produce work that is relevant 
to Hawai`i and its cultural diversity.   As university students and alumni 
become more involved in film and media production, its important that 
ACM have a solid foundation to work from. It seems to make financial 
sense for the university to use the former KHET building as it serves the 
purposes for the Academy of Creative Media.  
 
I encourage the House Committee on Higher Education to move the ACM 
into the KHET facility, which clearly fits student, faculty and program 
needs. 
 
Pua Auyong-White 
3432 B2 Kalihi Street 
Honolulu, HI 96819 
pua888@yahoo.com 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 2:39 PM 
To: HRE Testimony 
Cc: bmenor808@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1317 on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM 

SB1317 
Submitted on: 2/8/2017 
Testimony for HRE on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 414 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Benjamin Menor Individual Support Yes 

Comments: My name is Benjamin Menor and I am a former graduate from the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa. I am here to testify on behalf of the Academy for 
Creative Media to show my unwavering support and to help elucidate the Academy's 
glaring need for governmental support after years of neglect and empty promises from 
the University. Through my years as a student in the Academy for Creative Media, I 
received outstanding instruction from my wise and compassionate professors. However, 
I observed a clear lack of resources and funding. Furthermore, I was deprived of 
receiving a proper education. The absence of a sound stage, sound mixing studio, and 
color correction studio, or for the laymen, imperatives for completing any quality film, 
ultimately hampered me from fulfilling my potential as a student. It is unconscionable 
that the University has chosen to neglect the Academy for Creative Media in favor of 
other departments. I understand that art may be overlooked or deemed impractical by 
some. However, as someone who believes wholeheartedly that art and filmmaking 
saved my life, it is crucial that we enrich, empower and embolden students who want to 
make a life out of making films and telling stories. The lack of diversity in the film 
industry can be mitigated by the integration of local storytelling and local storytellers. 
This can only be achieved if students are properly and adequately equipped with the 
necessary resources. As I speak before all of you distinguished and prominent 
individuals, I humbly ask that you consider giving the Academy a chance to thrive and 
flourish. You all have the power to incite great change. As you proceed with this 
legislation, please consider people like me who possess a burning passion to do the 
same. Thank you. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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Hawaii State Legislature  

SB1317 - Relating to Academy for Creative Media 

 

Aloha, 

 

My name is Kayla Mae Abalos and I am currently a student attending the University of 

Hawaii at Manoa. I am majoring in the Academy for Creative Media (ACM) under the 

Animation track and my class standing is an undergraduate senior. I support the proposed bill 

that appropriates moneys to ACM in renovations for ACM’s future home, the KHET/PBS 

building.  

I believe that the ACM program deserves a suitable building to call its own, and within 

the Manoa campus, the KHET building is the most ideal to meet the student’s needs. As an 

animation student, it is undeniably necessary and important to have access to a computer lab with 

many different relevant programs as well as space for equipment such as drawing tablets and 

light tables. Since entering the program in Spring 2015, my class has moved our main animation 

classroom a total of three times. There was no suitable lab space available for students to use 

after-hours for my first year within the program, and for all the students before me. We currently 

have a lab space at another building for the first time since the program started. However it is not 

ideal for the students as it is on an admin floor and has limited hours. Having an accessible lab 

space and facilities available at the KHET building will allow more hours for the students to 

complete assignments within the confines of ACM’s own space and not another department’s 

building. It will also allow the space for teaching and experimentation with different types of 
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animation such as stop-motion which is currently not available as a fall or spring semester course 

for students. ACM cultivates creative local talents but is undervalued by not having facilities to 

support its students. The program offers opportunities to our students such as the Hawaii 

International Film Festival x ACM night and a Student Media Art exchange with Shanghai 

University. These are only some among the many film internships available. Recently within the 

animation track, recruiters from PIXAR visited to explain internships at PIXAR and look over 

student works. Local voices here want to be heard and major parties such as PIXAR are 

interested, but without the sufficient support for the students they cannot grow as filmmakers and 

as artists. Media interplays with other departments as well, opening even more opportunities for 

both parties involved. Previously, the Information and Computer Sciences (ICS) department has 

held a video game class and a data visualization class in conjunction with ACM Animation 

students. The KHET/PBS building contains facilities that are majorly beneficial not only to 

ACM but possibly to other departments such as ICS or communications, opening up even more 

learning options for the students.  

The many different departments at the University of Hawaii at Manoa have their own 

building or space to act as a home base for their students and faculty; it is time that the Academy 

for Creative Media are allowed a home building to call its own, which is why I support the bill to 

appropriate moneys for the program’s move to the KHET/PBS building.  

 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Kayla Mae Abalos 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 2:06 PM 
To: HRE Testimony 
Cc: kyle.t.kosaki@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1317 on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB1317 
Submitted on: 2/8/2017 
Testimony for HRE on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 414 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Kyle Kosaki Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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Hawai’i International Film Festival,  680 Iwilei Road, Suite 100,  Honolulu, HI 96817 USA 
Email: info@hiff.org / Telephone: (808) 792-1577 /  Fax: (877) 749-7783 

February 8, 2016 

 

 

The Senate 

The Twenty-Ninth Legislature 

Regular Session of 2017 

 

Committee on Higher Education 

Senator Kaiali’i Kahele, Chair 

Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 

 

RE:SB – 1317 RELATING TO THE ACADEMY FOR CREATIVE MEDIA 

Date: Thursday, February 9, 2017 

Time: 2:00 PM 

Conference Room 224 

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu HI 

 

Aloha Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee, 

I support SB 1317 which would appropriate funds for the renovation of the former KHET/PBS facilities 

and home for the Academy for Creative Media at the University of Hawai'i at Mānoa.    

As the Executive Director of the Hawaii International Film Festival, I am keenly aware of the unique 

opportunity that Hawai’i has as the home of two internationally renowned film festivals, a world leading 

University of Hawai’i, a vibrant local film industry well respected by film studios from around the world, 

and a world class film school from which Hawai’i is inspiring and developing the next generation of 

filmmakers that continue to create content that voices to the world our unique and rich culture.  

For many years, the Hawaii International Film Festival, now in its 37th year, has proudly been a firm 

partner in support of the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa’s Academy for Creative Media and its SMART 

Exchange program with the Shanghai University and Shanghai International Film Festival (HIFF’s sister 

festival).  During my first trip to Shanghai in 2012 with eight SMART Exchange students selected from 

ACM, I had the profound honor of watching our local film students interact with fellow film students from 

the Shanghai University as they marveled and thrived in the largest city in the world at that time.  Two of 

the students had never travelled outside of Hawai’i and one student had never travelled outside of O’ahu.    

Such experiences and the need of proper equipment and facilities by which an emerging filmmaker can 

learn and create, and the ability to easily and often interact with the Hollywood film industry, are essential 

to the future success of Hawai’i’s filmmakers.  

I often say that we in Hawai’i, the most remote location in the world with one of the smallest state 

populations in the U.S., take our local film industry and the unique opportunities that it provides for 

granted.   I respectfully request that this bill be approved so that future emerging filmmakers from Hawai’i 

are able to share their stories with even greater development of talent in the hope that one day we see one of 

our own students awarded with an Oscar from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 

 

Mahalo for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Lambeth, Executive Director 

Hawaii International Film Festival 
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Hawai’i International Film Festival,  680 Iwilei Road, Suite 100,  Honolulu, HI 96817 USA 
Email: info@hiff.org / Telephone: (808) 792-1577 /  Fax: (877) 749-7783 
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