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Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard, and Members of the Senate Committee on Water and 

Land. 

 

SB 1182, Relating to Special Management Areas, amends HRS § 205A-22 by adding a 

definition of “Parked lunch wagon or food truck,” amends the definition of “Development” in a 

special management area (SMA) to include placement of any structure, and amends the 

definition of “Structure” in relation to shoreline setbacks to include parked lunch wagons or food 

trucks.  The intent of SB 1182 is to regulate parked lunch wagons or food trucks to meet the 

requirements of SMA use and shoreline setbacks. 

 

The SMA permit was established in 1975 with the enactment of Act 176, known as the 

Shoreline Protection Act.  The purpose of SMA permit is to enact special controls on 

developments within an area along the shoreline are necessary to avoid permanent losses of 

valuable resources and the foreclosure of management options, and to ensure that adequate 

access, by dedication or other means, to public owned or used beaches, recreation areas, and 

natural reserves is provided. 

 

OP respectfully offers the following comments on this measure:  

 

1. Page 1, lines 4-17, amends HRS § 205A-22 under Part II of HRS Chapter 205A by 

adding a definition of “Parked lunch wagon or food truck” to apply in SMAs.  We do not 

think it is appropriate to add the definition of a specific structure or activity, such as 

“parked lunch wagon or food truck” to HRS § 205A-22, which generally defines 

“development” and “not development” in SMAs.  Whether or not a specific structure or 

an action is a development in the SMA and/or requires an SMA permit, should be 

assessed and determined by the respective county SMA authorities.  Please note that 

placement of a parked lunch wagon or food truck in the SMA is not on the list of “not 

development” under HRS § 205A-22. 
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2. Page 2, line 16, adds “placement” of any structure to the definition of “Development”.  

We support this amendment to clarify the definition of development in the SMA, which 

guides the county planning departments to assess whether a proposed structure and action 

such as “parked lunch wagon or food truck” is a development. 

 

3. Page 6, lines 3-4, amends the definition of “Structure” in relation to shoreline setbacks 

under Part III of HRS Chapter 205A to include “parked lunch wagon or food truck”.   

The purpose of shoreline setbacks is to locate new structures inland from the shoreline 

setback to conserve open space, minimize interference with natural shoreline processes, 

minimize loss of improvements due to erosion, and provide a buffer zone to reduce a risk 

of coastal hazards.   

 

Structures are prohibited in the shoreline area without a variance except as provided in 

HRS § 205A-44(b), which allows permitted minor structures in the shoreline area that do 

not affect beach processes or artificially fix the shoreline, and do not interfere with public 

access or public views to and along the shoreline.   

 

We do not think it is appropriate to add “parked lunch wagon or food truck” specifically 

defined by SB 1182, to the definition of “Structure” in relation to shoreline setbacks.  

Whether placement and operation of a parked lunch wagon or food truck shall be allowed 

without a variance should be assessed by the respective county planning departments on a 

case-by-case basis. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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