
 
 

SB1156 
 
 

Measure Title: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.  

Report Title:  
Motion Picture Theaters; Accommodation; Open Movie Captioning; 
Audio Description  

Description:  

Removes the sunset date of Act 39, Session Laws of Hawaii 2015, 
thereby making permanent the requirements for a public 
accommodation that owns, leases, leases to, or operates a motion 
picture theater in more than two locations in the State to provide 
open movie captioning during at least two showings per week of 
each motion picture that is produced and offered with open movie 
captioning and audio descriptions upon request for all motion 
pictures for which such accommodations are available and provide 
public notice if such accommodations are not available for certain 
movies.  

Companion:  

Package: None  

Current Referral:  CPH, JDL  

Introducer(s): K. RHOADS, KEITH-AGARAN  

 



 

 

HAWAI‘I CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION 
830 PUNCHBOWL STREET, ROOM 411 HONOLULU, HI  96813 ·PHONE:  586-8636 FAX:  586-8655 TDD:  568-8692 

 
  February 9, 2017 
  Rm. 229, 9:00 a.m.  

 
 
To:    The Honorable Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
    Members of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 
 
From:    Linda Hamilton Krieger, Chair 
    and Commissioners of the Hawai‘i Civil Rights Commission 
 
 

Re: S.B. No. 1156 
 
 
 The Hawai‘i Civil Rights Commission (HCRC) has enforcement jurisdiction over Hawai‘i’s laws 

prohibiting discrimination in public accommodations, HRS chapter 489, including § 489-9, which requires 

movie theaters to provide open captioning during at least two showings per week of each motion picture that 

is produced and offered with open captioning, and also requires movie theaters to provide audio description 

upon  request of any motion picture that is produced and offered with audio description. 

HRS §489-9 was added to chapter 489 by the enactment of Act 39, L. 2015, effective January 1, 

2016, and has been successfully implemented by Hawaiʻi movie theaters.   

Section 3 of Act 39 includes a “drop dead” or “sunset” provision that provides for the repeal of the 

Act on January 1, 2018. 

S.B. No. 1156 would delete the “sunset” provision of Act 39.  This makes sense, because the state 

law accessibility requirements go beyond those provided in the U.S. Department of Justice final rules, 

effective January 17, 2017.  The federal rules provide only for closed captioning, without requiring any 

showings with open captioning.  For this reason, HRS § 489-9 continues to provide meaningful accessibility, 

even after the federal rules have gone into effect. 

The HCRC supports S.B. No. 1156. 

 



 

 
 
 

 
STATE OF HAWAII 

STATE COUNCIL  
ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

919 ALA MOANA BOULEVARD, ROOM 113 
HONOLULU, HAWAII  96814 

TELEPHONE: (808) 586-8100    FAX: (808) 586-7543 

February 9, 2017 
 
 
 
The Honorable Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair  
Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and 
Health 
Twenty-Ninth Legislature 
State Capitol  
State of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Dear Senator Baker and Members of the Committee: 
 

SUBJECT:  SB 1156 - Relating to Movie Theaters 
   
The State Council on Developmental Disabilities SUPPORTS SB 1156.  The bill  

removes the sunset date of  January 1, 2018 in Act 39, Session Laws of Hawaii 2015, 
thereby making permanent the requirements for a public accommodation that owns, 
leases, leases to, or operates a motion picture theater in more than two locations in the 
State to provide open movie captioning during at least two showings per week of each 
motion picture that is produced and offered with open movie captioning and audio 
descriptions upon request for all motion pictures for which such accommodations are 
available and provide public notice if such accommodations are not available for certain 
movies. 

 
Open movie captioning provides a display of text on a screen or other visual 

display that provides additional or interpretive information of what is being presented.  
Furthermore it has resulted in positive benefits of providing access for individuals who 
are deaf or hard of hearing to enjoy movies in a similar manner as those who do not 
require open movie captioning.  

 
The passage of SB 1156 would provide permanency in providing motion picture 

theater accommodations, such as open movie captioning. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony supporting SB 1156.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
         
 
Waynette K.Y. Cabral, MSW  Josephine C. Woll 
Executive Administrator   Chair 





February 7, 2017 
 

Testimony by:  Billy Kekua, President  
Aloha State Association of the Deaf 

www.deafaloha.org 
 

Support for SB1156:  RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS 
Motion Picture Theaters; Accommodation; Open Movie Captioning; Audio Description 

 
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH 

Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair  
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair  

 
Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,  
 
We, the Association, would like to commit and uphold our Mission Statement. Two of the 
objectives are significant to the Bill and we would like to share this with you:  

 
●  Advocating the educational and civil rights of Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind 
(DHHDB) citizens in the State of Hawai`i.  
●  Improving the quality and standard of living for all DHHDB people. 

 
 
On the behalf of DDHDB members, I am writing a request that the sunset date from the current 
law needs to be repealed.  The accessibility is the heart of the communicative environments 
where we can exchange our ideas and thoughts freely.  
 
The current law is still great where we all can go to theaters and enjoy the movies.  My friends 
and I want to continue and support the cinematic businesses.  Therefore, I respectfully testify to 
the requested change to make it a permanent and forever law.  
 
Malama pono.  
 
  

 

http://www.deafaloha.org/


COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH 

 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair 

February 6, 2017 
SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS. 
Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee, 
 
My name is Keri Lee. I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning law. It is important to 
maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers. 
Since the law passed, I have many friends who have enjoyed watching many open-captioned movies. They 
have had many beautiful experiences to watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers. They have  
seen “Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. 
I know they look forward to watching many new movies this year. Would love to watch future movies next 
year and beyond. What a wonderful time to spend with family and friends.  
This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be available for 
DHHDB community to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as captioning 
glasses and rearview window display. The joy of the cinematic journey of all moviegoers should be forever. 
Mahalo. 
Mahalo nui loa. 
Keri Lee 
Laie, HI 
 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 6, 2017 11:44 AM 
To: CPH Testimony 
Cc: lkakatsu@hawaii.rr.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1156 on Feb 9, 2017 09:00AM 
 
SB1156 
Submitted on: 2/6/2017 
Testimony for CPH on Feb 9, 2017 09:00AM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Lynn Murakami-
Akatsuka Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I strongly support the removal of the sunset date of Act 39, Session Laws of 
Hawaii 2015, thereby making open captioning and audio descriptions at motion picture 
theaters available as a permanent service to the hard of hearing, deaf, and our 
community at large. As we age, our hearing is affected and the familiarity of viewing 
ethnic language programs with open captioning on TV, is an easy transition to motion 
pictures. I strongly support this bill to become law. Thank you for the opportunity to 
testify. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, February 5, 2017 7:44 PM 
To: CPH Testimony 
Cc: clearaccessinterpreting@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1156 on Feb 9, 2017 09:00AM 
 
SB1156 
Submitted on: 2/5/2017 
Testimony for CPH on Feb 9, 2017 09:00AM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Mala Arkin Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee, My name is Mala Arkin, I am in 
support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning law. It is important to 
maintain the accessibility for all Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind consumers. As a 
hearing person that does not need captioning I attest to the fact that having the open-
captioning does not detract from my movie watching experience. In fact, since the law 
has passed I have been able to watch many open captioned movies with friends and 
relatives, including my 92 year old grandmother. It was wonderful to share the 
experience of the movies. I stress the importance that the open-captioning access be 
available for future generations to enjoy films rather than depending on unnecessary 
devices such as captioning glasses and rearview window display. The joy of the 
cinematic journey of all moviegoers' should be forever. I look hope that open-captioning 
is still available at the point in time when I might need such a service. Mahalo, Mala  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, February 5, 2017 4:06 PM 
To: CPH Testimony 
Cc: olavv1@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1156 on Feb 9, 2017 09:00AM 
 
SB1156 
Submitted on: 2/5/2017 
Testimony for CPH on Feb 9, 2017 09:00AM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Olaf Axelsen Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND 
HEALTH Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair 
February 3, 2017 SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS. Dear 
Chair Baker and CCPH Committee, My name is Olav Axelsen. I am in support to delete 
the sunset date from the open-captioning law. It is important to maintain the accessibility 
for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers. Since the law 
passed, I saw many open-captioned movies. It was always beautiful experiences to 
watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers. I saw “Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. I look 
forward to watch many new movies this year. Would love to watch future movies next 
year and beyond. This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-
captioning access should be available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on 
unnecessary devices such as captioning glasses and rearview window display. The joy 
of the cinematic journey of all moviegoers should be forever. Mahalo. Mahalo nui loa.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2017 5:21 PM 
To: CPH Testimony 
Cc: mendezj@hawaii.edu 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1156 on Feb 9, 2017 09:00AM* 
 
SB1156 
Submitted on: 2/2/2017 
Testimony for CPH on Feb 9, 2017 09:00AM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Javier Mendez-Alvarez Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: Jeff Lambrecht

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SB1156

Date: Monday, February 6, 2017 5:03:53 PM

Please copy this to your email and send this to CPHtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov anytime 
before Thursday, February 8, 2017 at 9:00AM.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair

February 6, 2017

SUPPORT for SB1156:  RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,

My name is Jeff Lambrecht.  I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-
captioning law.  It is important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard 
of Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers.  

Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies.  It was always beautiful experiences
 to watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers.  I saw “Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”.  I look 
forward to watch many new movies this year.  Would love to watch future movies next year 
and beyond.  

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should 
be available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as 
captioning glasses and rearview window display.  The joy of the cinematic journey of all 
moviegoers should be forever.  Mahalo.  

Mahalo nui loa. 

Jeff Lambrecht
Kaneohe, HI 96744

mailto:jrl1963@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:CPHtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Linda Lambrecht

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SB1156

Date: Monday, February 6, 2017 5:06:32 PM

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair

February 5, 2017

SUPPORT for SB1156:  RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,

My name is James R. Lambrecht.  I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning law.  It is
 important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers. 

Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies.  It was always beautiful experiences to watch movies with
 family, friends, and many moviegoers.  I saw “Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”,
 “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”.  I look forward to watch many new movies this year.  Would love to watch
 future movies next year and beyond. 

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be available for us to
 enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as captioning glasses and rearview window
 display.  The joy of the cinematic journey of all moviegoers should be forever.  Mahalo. 

Mahalo nui loa.

James R. Lambrecht
Kaneohe, HI 96744

mailto:lambrech@hawaii.edu
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Linda Y. Lambrecht

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SB1156

Date: Monday, February 6, 2017 5:04:52 PM

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair

February 3, 2017

SUPPORT for SB1156:  RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,

My name is Linda Lambrecht.  I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning law.  It is
 important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers. 

Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies.  It was always beautiful experiences to watch movies with
 family, friends, and many moviegoers.  I saw “Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”,
 “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”.  I look forward to watch many new movies this year.  Would love to watch
 future movies next year and beyond. 

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be available for us to
 enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as captioning glasses and rearview window
 display.  The joy of the cinematic journey of all moviegoers should be forever.  Mahalo. 

Mahalo nui loa.

Linda Lambrecht
Kaneohe, HI 96744

mailto:aslteal@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Kathy Thomas

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: Support for SB1156: Related to the open captioning movie theaters

Date: Monday, February 6, 2017 7:28:24 PM

February 6, 2017

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH

Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair

Subject:  Support for SB1156:  Related to Movie Theaters

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,

My name is Kathy Thomas.  I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open captioning law. 

It's really important to maintain accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind)
 consumers. 

Believe other consumers would also like that to increase accessibility for different reasons, especially some aging
 people who just lost hearing and some foreign people who need to improve English.

Since the law passed, I saw and enjoyed many open captioned movies.  I look forward to watch many new movies
 this year.  Would love to watch future movies next year & beyond.

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open captioning access should be available for us to
 enjoy the films without depending on devices, like heavy captioning glasses and rearview window display which is
 so hard to use. 

The joy of the cinematic journey of all movie goers should be forever.  Mahalo. 

Sincerely,
Kathy Thomas
Kaneohe, Hawai'i

mailto:alohakat74@yahoo.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Cassandra

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS

Date: Sunday, February 5, 2017 1:45:51 PM

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair

February 5, 2017

SUPPORT for SB1156:  RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,

My name is Cassandra Quilit.  I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning law.  It is
 important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers. 

Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies.  It was always beautiful experiences to watch movies with
 family, friends, and many moviegoers.  I saw “Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”,
 “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”.  I look forward to watch many new movies this year.  Would love to watch
 future movies next year and beyond. 

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be available for us to
 enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as captioning glasses and rearview window
 display.  The joy of the cinematic journey of all moviegoers should be forever.  Mahalo. 

Mahalo nui loa,
Cassandra Quilit
Honolulu, Oahu

mailto:kaipohi808@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Trey Balding

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS

Date: Monday, February 6, 2017 8:17:10 PM

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair
February 6, 2017
SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.
Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,
My name is Peter Balding III. I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning
 law. It is important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and
 DeafBlind) consumers.
Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies. It was always beautiful experiences to
 watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers. I saw “Fantastic Beasts and Where to
 Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. I look forward to watch
 many new movies this year. Would love to watch future movies next year and beyond.
This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be
 available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as
 captioning glasses and rearview window display. The joy of the cinematic journey of all
 moviegoers should be forever. Mahalo.
Mahalo nui loa.

Peter Balding III
Honolulu, Oahu

-- 
Peter 'Trey' A Balding III

Website: www.treybaldingphotography.com
Facebook: Trey Balding Photography
Instagram: treybaldingphoto

mailto:treybalding@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
http://www.treybaldingphotography.com/
http://www.facebook.com/treybaldingphotography
http://www.instagram.com/treybaldingphoto


From: Stephanie Steinlein-Balding

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS

Date: Monday, February 6, 2017 8:13:58 PM

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair
February 6, 2017
SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.
Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,
My name is Stephanie Steinlein-Balding. I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-
captioning law. It is important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of
 Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers.
Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies. It was always beautiful experiences to
 watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers. I saw “Fantastic Beasts and Where to
 Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. I look forward to watch
 many new movies this year. Would love to watch future movies next year and beyond.
This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be
 available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as
 captioning glasses and rearview window display. The joy of the cinematic journey of all
 moviegoers should be forever. Mahalo.
Mahalo nui loa.

Stephanie Steinlein-Balding
Honolulu, Oahu

mailto:stephaniesteinlein@googlemail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Esmeralda Santos

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SUPPORT FOR SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS

Date: Friday, February 3, 2017 11:19:42 PM

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,

My name is esmeralda santos.  I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning law.  It is
 important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers. 

Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies.  It was always beautiful experiences to watch movies with
 family, friends, and many moviegoers.  I saw “Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”,
 “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”.  I look forward to watch many new movies this year.  Would love to watch
 future movies next year and beyond. 

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be available for us to
 enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as captioning glasses and rearview window
 display.  The joy of the cinematic journey of all moviegoers should be forever.  Mahalo. 

Mahalo nui loa.

Esmeralda santos

Lahaina, Hawaii

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:esantos18@yahoo.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Jonathan Ikeda

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.

Date: Monday, February 6, 2017 8:02:24 PM

February 6th, 2017

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH committee,

My name is Jonathan Ikeda. I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning
 law. It is important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing,
 and DeafBlind) consumers.

Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies. It was always beautiful experiences
 to watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers. I saw “Fantastic Beasts and
 Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. I look
 forward to watch many new movies this year. Would love to watch future movies next year
 and beyond.

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should
 be available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as
 captioning glasses and rearview window display. The joy of the cinematic journey of all
 moviegoers should be forever. Mahalo.

Mahalo nui loa. 

Jonathan Ikeda

Honolulu, Oahu.

mailto:tadajonike@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Mike Low

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS

Date: Saturday, February 4, 2017 10:15:16 PM

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair

February 3, 2017

SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.

Dear Chairperson Baker and the CCPH Committee,

My name is Michael Low. I am in support of deleting the sunset date from the open-
captioning law. It is important to maintain the accessibility for all DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of
 Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers, their families, and supporters.

Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies. It was always beautiful experiences
 to watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers. I saw “Fantastic Beasts and
 Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. I look
 forward to watch many new movies this year. Would love to watch future movies next year
 and beyond.

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should
 be available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as
 captioning glasses and rearview window display. The joy of the cinematic journey of all
 moviegoers should be forever. Mahalo.

Mahalo nui loa.

Michael A. Low

Island of Oahu

mailto:mikelow.u94@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Misella Tomita

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SUPPORT FOR SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS

Date: Saturday, February 4, 2017 11:31:58 AM

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair
February 3, 2017
SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.
Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,
My name is Misella Tomita. I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning
 law. It is important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and
 DeafBlind) consumers. 
Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies. It was always beautiful experiences to
 watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers. I saw “Fantastic Beasts and Where to
 Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. I look forward to watch
 many new movies this year. Would love to watch future movies next year and beyond. 
This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be
 available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as
 captioning glasses and rearview window display. The joy of the cinematic journey of all
 moviegoers should be forever. Mahalo. 
Mahalo nui loa. 
Misella Tomita
Your name
Honolulu, Oahu
City, Island

mailto:misella.tomita@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Setsue Ikeda

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.

Date: Monday, February 6, 2017 7:56:44 PM

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH committee,

My name is Setsue Ikeda. I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning
 law. It is important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing,
 and DeafBlind) consumers.

Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies. It was always beautiful experiences
 to watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers. I saw “Fantastic Beasts and
 Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. I look
 forward to watch many new movies this year. Would love to watch future movies next year
 and beyond.

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should
 be available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as
 captioning glasses and rearview window display. The joy of the cinematic journey of all
 moviegoers should be forever. Mahalo.

Mahalo nui loa. 

Setsue Ikeda,

Honolulu, Oahu.

mailto:setsueito@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Tiare Dela Cruz

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.

Date: Friday, February 3, 2017 11:58:34 PM

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair
February 3, 2017
SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.
Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,
My name is   ___Tiare________ _________. I am in support to delete the sunset date from the
 open-captioning law. It is important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard
 of Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers.
Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies. It was always beautiful experiences to
 watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers. I saw “Fantastic Beasts and Where to
 Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. I look forward to watch
 many new movies this year. Would love to watch future movies next year and beyond.
This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be
 available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as
 captioning glasses and rearview window display. The joy of the cinematic journey of all
 moviegoers should be forever. Mahalo.
Mahalo nui loa.
 __Tiare_______________________
Your name
__Hilo, Hawaii___________________
City, Island

mailto:tiaretheatres@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Eileen Chiwa

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.

Date: Saturday, February 4, 2017 4:21:27 AM

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,

My name is Eileen Chiwa.  I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning
 law.  It is important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of
 Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers.  

Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies.  It was always beautiful experiences
 to watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers.  I saw “Fantastic Beasts and
 Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”.  I look
 forward to watch many new movies this year.  Would love to watch future movies next year
 and beyond.  

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should
 be available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as
 captioning glasses and rearview window display.  The joy of the cinematic journey of all
 moviegoers should be forever.  Mahalo.  

Mahalo nui loa,

Eileen Chiwa
Mililani, HI

Sent from my HTC One® (E8)

mailto:echiwa@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Trey Balding

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS

Date: Monday, February 6, 2017 8:17:38 PM

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair
February 6, 2017
SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.
Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,
My name is Kiron Steinlein-Balding. I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-
captioning law. It is important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of
 Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers.
Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies. It was always beautiful experiences to
 watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers. I saw “Fantastic Beasts and Where to
 Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. I look forward to watch
 many new movies this year. Would love to watch future movies next year and beyond.
This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be
 available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as
 captioning glasses and rearview window display. The joy of the cinematic journey of all
 moviegoers should be forever. Mahalo.
Mahalo nui loa.

Kiron Steinlein-Balding
Honolulu, Oahu

mailto:wailupe21@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Beth Daigle King

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: SB1156 testimony Beth King

Date: Saturday, February 4, 2017 2:46:20 AM

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair

February 3, 2017

SUPPORT for SB1156:  RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,

My name is Beth King.  I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning
 law.  It is important to maintain the accessibility for all Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind
 consumers.  

Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies with my Deaf friends.  It was always
 beautiful experiences to watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers.  I look
 forward to watch many new movies this year.  Would love to watch future movies next year.

I expect that the open-captioning access should be available for us to enjoy the films rather
 than depending on unnecessary devices that do not work well.  The joy of the cinematic
 journey of all moviegoers should be forever.  Mahalo.  

Mahalo nui loa. 

Beth King
Maui, Hawaii 
-- 
Sent from Gmail Mobile

mailto:bethdaigleking@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


 

 CPHtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov  

 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH 

Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 

Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair 

 

February 4, 2017 

 

SUPPORT for SB1156:  RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS. 

 

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee, 

 

My name is Angie Molina.  I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning law.  It is 
important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and Deaf Blind) 
consumers.   

 

Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies.  It was always beautiful experiences to watch 
movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers.  I saw “Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them”, 
“Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”.  I look forward to watch many new movies 
this year.  Would love to watch future movies next year and beyond.   

 

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be 
available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as captioning 
glasses and rearview window display.  The joy of the cinematic journey of all moviegoers should be 
forever.  Mahalo.   

 

Mahalo nui loa.  

Angie Molina 

Lihue, Hawaii 



From: Chester Dumbrique

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: Delete the sunset date!!!

Date: Monday, February 6, 2017 6:07:59 PM

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,

My name is Chester Dumbrique. I am in support to delete the
 sunset date from the open-captioning law.  It is important to
 maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of
 Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers.  

Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies.  It was
 always beautiful experiences to watch movies with family,
 friends, and many moviegoers.  I saw “Fantastic Beasts and
 Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star
 Wars’ “Rogue One”.  I look forward to watch many new movies
 this year.  Would love to watch future movies next year and
 beyond.  

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the
 open-captioning access should be available for us all to enjoy the
 films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as
 captioning glasses and rearview window display.  The joy of the
 cinematic journey of all moviegoers should be forever.  
Mahalo.

Mahalo nui loa.

Chester Dumbrique
Ewa Beach, O'ahu

mailto:dearestchestvh.808@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Edmund Silva

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: Testimony

Date: Saturday, February 4, 2017 9:07:41 AM

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,

My name is Edmund K. Silva. I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-
captioning law. It is important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard
 of Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers.

Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies. It was always beautiful experiences
 to watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers. I saw “Fantastic Beasts and
 Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. I look
 forward to watch many new movies this year. Would love to watch future movies next year
 and beyond.

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should
 be available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as
 captioning glasses and rearview window display. The joy of the cinematic journey of all
 moviegoers should be forever. Mahalo.

Mahalo nui loa.

Edmund K. Silva
Your name

_Kaunakakai, Molokai
City, Island

mailto:edmundksilva@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 10:53 AM 
To: CPH Testimony 
Cc: rkailianu57@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1156 on Feb 9, 2017 09:00AM* 
 
SB1156 
Submitted on: 2/8/2017 
Testimony for CPH on Feb 9, 2017 09:00AM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Rachel L. Kailianu Individual Support Yes 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: Jonah Carino

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: Support for SB1156: Related to Movie Theaters

Date: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 9:13:05 AM

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,

My name is Jonah B. Carino. I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open captioning law.

It's important to maintain accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers.

Since the law passed, I saw many open captioned movies.  It was always wonderful experiences to watch movies with family,
 friends, and moviegoers.

I look forward to watch many new movies this year.  Would love to watch future movies next year & beyond.

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open captioning access should be available for us to enjoy the
 films rather than depending on devices, such as captioning glasses and rearview window display.

The joy of the cinematic journey of all movie goers should be forever.  Mahalo.

Mahalo nui loa.

Jonah Carino 
Honolulu, Hawaii

mailto:xcarino.jonahx@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Mai Vue

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: Save open captioned movies!!

Date: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 9:10:23 AM

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,

My name is Mai Vue.  I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open captioning law.

It's important to maintain accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers.

Since the law passed, I saw many open captioned movies.  It was always wonderful experiences to watch movies with family,
 friends, and moviegoers.

I look forward to watch many new movies this year.  Would love to watch future movies next year & beyond.

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open captioning access should be available for us to enjoy the
 films rather than depending on devices, such as captioning glasses and rearview window display.

The joy of the cinematic journey of all movie goers should be forever.  Mahalo.

Mahalo nui loa.

Mai Vue
Honolulu, Hawaii

mailto:dab0plig0@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Maile Paongo

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: Movie caption testimony Paea Paongo

Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 5:58:00 PM

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair

February 7, 2017

SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,
My name is Paea Paongo. I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning law.
 It is important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and
 DeafBlind) consumers.
Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies. It was always beautiful experiences to
 watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers. I saw “Fantastic Beasts and Where to
 Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. I look forward to watch
 many new movies this year. Would love to watch future movies next year and beyond.
This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be
 available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as
 captioning glasses and rearview window display. The joy of the cinematic journey of all
 moviegoers should be forever. Mahalo.
Mahalo nui loa.

Paea Paongo
Honolulu, Oahu

mailto:mailepaongo@yahoo.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Maile Paongo

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: Movie caption testimony Maile Paongo

Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 5:56:53 PM

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair

February 7, 2017

SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS.

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,
My name is Maile Paongo. I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning law.
 It is important to maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and
 DeafBlind) consumers.
Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies. It was always beautiful experiences to
 watch movies with family, friends, and many moviegoers. I saw “Fantastic Beasts and Where to
 Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, “Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. I look forward to watch
 many new movies this year. Would love to watch future movies next year and beyond.
This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be
 available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as
 captioning glasses and rearview window display. The joy of the cinematic journey of all
 moviegoers should be forever. Mahalo.
Mahalo nui loa.

Maile Paongo
Honolulu, Oahu

mailto:mailepaongo@yahoo.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Shannon McMahon

To: CPH Testimony

Subject: Save Open Captioned

Date: Monday, February 6, 2017 9:57:21 PM

February 7, 2017

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH 

Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair

Subject:  Support for SB1156:  Related to Movie Theaters

Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee,

My name is Shannon McMahon.  I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open
 captioning law.  

It's important to maintain accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and
 DeafBlind) consumers.  

Since the law passed, I saw many open captioned movies.  It was always wonderful
 experiences to watch movies with family, friends, and moviegoers.  

I look forward to watch many new movies this year.  Would love to watch future movies next
 year & beyond. 

This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open captioning access should
 be available for us to enjoy the films rather than depending on devices, such as captioning
 glasses and rearview window display.  

The joy of the cinematic journey of all movie goers should be forever.  Mahalo.  

Mahalo nui loa.  

Shannon McMahon 
Kaneohe, Hawai`i 

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:aslart7@gmail.com
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
x-apple-data-detectors://3/
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CPH Testimony

From: KevinB's OnlineContact <kevinb.online.contact@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 1:49 PM
To: CPH Testimony
Subject: Support for SB 1156

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair 
 
  
SUPPORT for SB1156: RELATING TO MOVIE THEATERS. 
Dear Chair Baker and CCPH Committee, 
My name is Kevin Bernadt. I am in support to delete the sunset date from the open-captioning law. It is important to 
maintain the accessibility for all of us DHHDB (Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind) consumers.  
Since the law passed, I saw many open-captioned movies. It was always beautiful experiences to watch movies with 
family, friends, and many moviegoers. I saw “Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them”, “Assassin’s Creed”, 
“Moana”, and Star Wars’ “Rogue One”. I look forward to watch many new movies this year. Would love to watch 
future movies next year and beyond.  
This letter is the reason I ask to stress the importance that the open-captioning access should be available for us to 
enjoy the films rather than depending on unnecessary devices such as captioning glasses and rearview window 
display. The joy of the cinematic journey of all moviegoers should be forever. Mahalo.  
Mahalo nui loa.  
Kevin Bernadt 
Honolulu, HI 
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