
SB1119 
Measure Title: RELATING TO ASSAULT.  

Report Title:  Assault; Second Degree; Health Care or Human Services Professional 

Description: 

Establishes that an offense is assault in the second degree if a 
person intentionally or knowingly causes bodily injury to a health 
care or human services professional. Defines health care or human 
services professional.  

Companion:  HB1484 

Package: None 

Current Referral: CPH, JDL 

Introducer(s): S. CHANG

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1484&year=2017
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February 13, 2017 at 10:30 AM 
Conference Room 229 
 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 
 
To: Chair Rosalyn H. Baker 
 Vice Chair Clarence K.  Nishihara 
 
From: Paige Heckathorn 
 Senior Manager, Legislative Affairs 
 Healthcare Association of Hawaii  
 
Re: Testimony in Support 

SB 1119, Relating to Assault 
 
The Healthcare Association of Hawaii (HAH), established in 1939, serves as the leading voice of 
healthcare on behalf of 180 member organizations who represent almost every aspect of the 
health care continuum in Hawaii.   Members include acute care hospitals, skilled nursing 
facilities, home health agencies, hospices, assisted living facilities and durable medical 
equipment suppliers.  In addition to providing access to appropriate, affordable, high quality 
care to all of Hawaii’s residents, our members contribute significantly to Hawaii’s economy by 
employing over 20,000 people statewide. 
 
We would like to thank the committee for the opportunity to support SB 1119, which would extend 
legal protections currently afforded to emergency services personnel to all health care workers.  A 
2014 survey found that almost 80 percent of nurses reported being attacked in the course of duty.  
Further, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration found that, from 2002 to 2013, incidents 
of serious workplace violence (those incidences requiring the injured worker to take time off to 
recuperate) were four times more common in healthcare than any other private industry. 
 
Under current Hawaii law, only emergency medical service providers are protected under Hawaii 
state law against violence.   Given the increased risk of serious assault, the discrepancy between legal 
protections and the incidence of workplace violence against all healthcare workers must be 
addressed.  This legislation would resolve the disparity by extending legal workplace protections 
against physical assaults to other healthcare providers at risk of attack.  We would note that there are 
some concerns regarding the criminalization of patients with mental health issues, however, and 
would be willing to explore ways to prevent that from happening. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
 





 
 

 
     

 
 

Hawai‘i Pacific Health  |  55 Merchant Street  |  Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 

February 13, 2017/10:30 a.m. 
Conference Room 229 
 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection & Health 
 
To: Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair 
 Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
 
From: Michael Robinson 
 Vice President – Government Relations & Community Affairs 
 
Re: SB 1119 – Relating To Assault 
 Testimony In Support 
 

 

My name is Michael Robinson, Vice President, Government Relations and Community 
Affairs at Hawai‘i Pacific Health (HPH). Hawai‘i Pacific Health is a not-for-profit health 
care system, and the state’s largest health care provider and non-governmental 
employer. Hawai‘i Pacific Health is committed to providing the highest quality medical 
care and service to the people of Hawai‘i and the Pacific Region through its four hospitals, 
more than 50 outpatient clinics and service sites, and over 1,600 affiliated physicians. 
Hawai‘i Pacific Health’s hospitals are Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & Children, 
Pali Momi Medical Center, Straub Clinic & Hospital and Wilcox Memorial Hospital. 
 
HPH supports SB 1119 which creates an offense of assault in the second degree if a 
person intentionally or knowingly causes bodily injury to a health care or human 
services professional. 
 
All health care and human services professionals today face a significant increase in the 
number of job related violent incidents while on duty compared to other workers.  Statistics 
show that there has been an increase in the number of nurses that have experienced 
assaults, and this is of great concern.   Additionally, at our hospitals, our staff has been 
experiencing an increase in encounters with violent patients.  The broad language as to 
the types of workers who may be considered victims of assault as well as the setting 
where such conduct occurs ensures greater protection to our health care and human 
services staff. 
 
Passage of this bill will help to deter assaults and provide a safer environment for all 
medical service workers.  Therefore, we are in support of SB 1119. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.   



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, February 10, 2017 12:04 PM 
To: CPH Testimony 
Cc: dylanarm@hawaii.edu 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1119 on Feb 13, 2017 10:30AM* 
 

SB1119 
Submitted on: 2/10/2017 
Testimony for CPH on Feb 13, 2017 10:30AM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Dylan P. Armstrong Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, February 11, 2017 4:08 PM 
To: CPH Testimony 
Cc: fu_dog_5@yahoo.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1119 on Feb 13, 2017 10:30AM* 
 

SB1119 
Submitted on: 2/11/2017 
Testimony for CPH on Feb 13, 2017 10:30AM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

robert Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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