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HOUSE BILL NO. 961
RELATING TO FARMERS

Chairperson Creagan and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill No. 961 that seeks to
exclude from income tax, the first $50,000 of income earned by farmers whose annual
gross income does not exceed $150,000 ($300,000 if filing jointly), and earn more than
75 percent of their annual gross income from the sales of food or value-added food
products grown or raised by the farmer sold in Hawaii. This bill also repeals the organic
foods production tax credit (Act 258, SLH 2016) on July 1, 2017. The Department of
Agriculture supports the intent, defers to the Department of Taxation, and offers an
amendment.

According to the 2012 Census of Agriculture (Hawaii, Volume 1, Chapter 1: State
Level Data, Table 60, page 44), this bill will benefit less than 1,000 of Hawaii’s 7,000
farmers (includes all business entities). More specifically, approximately 618 (9
percent) earned more than 75 percent of their total household income from farming in
2012.

The definition of a “farmer” (Bill, page 7, lines 11-16) is an individual that earns
75 percent of annual gross income “...from food or value-added food products grown or

raised by the individual and sold within the State.” The Department recommends the
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following amendment that replaces the word “food” with “farm products” and provides a
definition of “farm products”:

" (15) The first $50,000 of income earned by a farmer; provided that the farmer’s
annual gross income does not exceed $150,000 if filing a tax return singly and does not
exceed $300,000 if filing a tax return as married filing jointly. For purposes of this

paragraph:

(page 7, lines 7-16)
“farmer” "Farmer” means an individual who earns more than seventy-five percent

of the individual’s annual gross income from feed farm products or value-added

feed farm products grown or raised by the individual and sold within the State:;
and

“Farm products” means production from agricultural activities described in
section 205-4.5(a)(1), (2), and (3).”

We also note that by limiting the proposed partial tax exclusion to income earned
by individuals, this may exclude small partnerships and other forms of business

ownership.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit our testimony.
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To: The Honorable Richard P. Creagan, Chair
and Members of the House Committee on Agriculture
Date: Wednesday, February 15, 2017
Time: 8:40 A.M.
Place: Conference Room 312, State Capitol
From: Maria E. Zielinski, Director

Department of Taxation
Re: H.B. 961, Relating to Farmers

The Department of Taxation (Department) appreciates the intent of H.B. 961 and
provides the following comments for your consideration.

H.B. 961 excludes the first $50,000 of income earned by a farmer from the Hawaii
income tax, provided that the farmer’s gross income does not exceed $150,000 if filing singly
and does not exceed $300,000 if filing jointly. “Farmer” is defined as an individual earning
more than seventy-five percent of the individual’s gross income from food or value-added food
products grown or raised by the individual and sold within the state. H.B. 961 also amends Act
258, Session Laws of Hawaii 2016, such that the Organic Foods Production Tax Credit is
repealed on July 1, 2017. The measure is effective upon approval. The income tax exclusion
for farmers applies to taxable years beginning after December 31, 2016.

First, the Department notes that the definition of “farmer” is limited to individuals. The
income thresholds for single and joint filers are set forth, but married filing separate and head of
household filers seem to have been inadvertently omitted. The Department suggests clarifying
the thresholds for all filing statuses.

Second, Section 3 of this measure sunsets the Organic Foods Production Tax Credit on
July 1, 2017. If the intent of the measure is to allow the credit for tax year 2017 only, the
Department suggests amending the sunset date to December 31, 2017.

Finally, if the Committee wishes to advance this measure, the Department requests that
the income tax exclusion be made effective for taxable years beginning after December 31, 2017.
This will allow sufficient time to make the necessary form, instruction and computer system
modifications.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov ld"l‘l?
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:10 PM 4

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: ablukens@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing
Ashley Lukens Hawal Cse;‘ft:t;for Food Comments Only Yes

Comments: | am writing in strong opposition to the provisions in HB 961 which repeal
the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic agriculture has a huge role to play in
addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection. The growing demand for
locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply,
and Hawai'i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic
sector. These include the financial and paperwork requirements associated with
obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for organic materials,
such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming. The tax credit will
help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that
we can to protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive. Please protect
this important support mechanism for Hawaii’'s small organic farmers.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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TESTIMONY ON HB 961
RELATING TO FARMERS

Room 312
8:40 AM

Aloha Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite, and Members of the Committee:

| am Randy Cabral, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau (HFB). Organized since 1948,
the HFB is comprised of 1,900 farm family members statewide, and serves as Hawaii’'s
voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic and
educational interestS of our diverse agricultural community.

Hawaii Farm Bureau strongly supports HB 961, which establishes a mechanism to
grow small agricultural enterprises by creating an exclusion from income tax for the first
$50,000 of income earned by farmers whose annual gross income does not exceed
$150,000

Hawaii Farm Bureau Policy states:

“State tax and monetary policies should be designed to encourage private
initiative to help stabilize farm economics in the State of Hawaii, to promote
employment and economic growth and to distribute the tax burden equitably.
Further such policy should be used by the state, when appropriate, to encourage
agricultural growth and expansion.”

This measure falls in the “encourage agricultural growth and expansion.” category.
Some farms have utilized the Enterprise Zone program to obtain similar benefits. Others
may just be starting and unable to meet the terms of the EZ program and this measure
will help them get started.

HFB respectfully requests your strong support of this measure understanding the
challenges for small farmers in Hawaii.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide comment on this important subject.



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, February 13, 2017 6:15 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: jamesjtz@aol.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/13/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| James Gauer | Individual | Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



LEGISLATIVE TAX BILL SERVICE

TAX FOUNDATION OF HAWAII

126 Queen Street, Suite 304 Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 Tel. 536-4587

SUBJECT: INCOME, Exclusion for Small Farmers; Repeal of Organic Foods Production Credit
BILL NUMBER: HB 961

INTRODUCED BY: ONISHI, BROWER, CACHOLA, CREAGAN, CULLEN, DECOITE,
HAR, ICHIYAMA, ITO, JOHANSON, KONG, MIZUNO, NAKASHIMA, OSHIRO, SAY,
TAKAYAMA, TAKUMI, TODD, TOKIOKA, YAMANE, Evans, Lowen, Matsumoto

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Creates an exclusion from income tax for the first $50,000 of
income earned by farmers whose annual gross income does not exceed $150,000. Repeals the
organic foods production tax credit.

SYNOPSIS: Adds a new paragraph to HRS section 235-7 to exclude the first $50,000 of income
received by a farmer whose annual gross income does not exceed $150,000 (single) or $300,000
(married filing jointly).

Defines “farmer” as an individual who earns more than seventy-five per cent of the individual's
annual gross income from food or value-added food products grown or raised by the individual
and sold within the State.

Amends Act 258, SLH 2016, to repeal the organic foods production credit on July 1, 2017.
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2017.

STAFF COMMENTS: This measure proposes to grant preferential treatment in the form of an
income tax exclusion to a select group of taxpayers. If the contention is that taxes imposed on
these select taxpayers/businesses in Hawaii are too high, then the overall business tax climate
needs to be addressed. Rather than granting a limited tax preference, as proposed, lawmakers
need to take another look at the business and tax climate in Hawaii and find ways to improve that
climate for all businesses.

To the extent that this select group of taxpayers would enjoy the preferential tax treatment, they
would still need the services provided by state government. The burden of paying for those
services will be shifted to another group of taxpayers who cannot avail themselves of this
proposed exemption. Thus, existing businesses that are not so blessed with a similar exclusion
must pick up the additional cost either in higher taxes or lower quality of service.

Repeal of the organic foods production credit is desirable for the reasons indicated above.

Digested 2/13/2017



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:26 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: bethhaiku@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization -Pr(erflt]:frrl Pltleesaerinr:gat
| Beth Savitt ISHAKA Movement/SAFE|  Oppose || No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:25 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: bethhaiku@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Beth Savitt I Individual | Oppose | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:20 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: klahaela@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing

Jennifer Kimiko -

LaHaela Walter Individual Oppose No

Comments: Please do not repeal the tax credit section! We need to continue to support
our local, organic farmers to produce healthy, organic food that the local people
demand! This would be a huge step backward in the local, organic movement that the
people have been demanding for decades. Aloha and mahalo

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:56 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: yappygrll@aol.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
|  SandraFujita | Individual | Support | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:55 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: ponosize@hotmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
|  PonoKealoha | Individual | Oppose | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



AGRtestimony

From: Colleen Chapman <Collardgreen@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 11:47 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Colleen Chapman

67-427 Kekauwa St.
Waialua, HI 96791



AGRtestimony

From: Elvin Kamoku <elvinkamoku@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14,2017 11:23 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Elvin Kamoku

242 Hiipali Loop
Kula, HI 96790



AGRtestimony

From: Denise Woods <dbwoodsluv@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14,2017 11:18 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Denise Woods

pmb 128
Kapaa, HI 96746



AGRtestimony

From: Jonathan Boyne <boyne@hawaii.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14,2017 11:09 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Jonathan Boyne

Kakela Dr
Honolulu, HI 96822



AGRtestimony

From: Danya Hakeem <danya.hakeem@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:43 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Danya Hakeem

743 18th ave
Honolulu, HI 96816



AGRtestimony

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:24 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: bgreenleaf.maui@yahoo.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
Attachments: HB 961.docx

Categories: Green Category

HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| William Greenleaf || Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:33 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: tbohl8 @yahoo.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?rfgat
| Ted Bohlen I Individual | Oppose | No

Comments: | oppose the elimation of organic food production tax credit.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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AGRtestimony

From: Ethan West <ethan.west1990@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:58 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Ethan West

603 Koko Isle Circle
Honolulu, HI 96825



AGRtestimony

From: Elisabet Sahtouris <elisabet@sahtouris.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:54 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Elisabet Sahtouris

750 Amana St. #1808
Honolulu, HI 96814



AGRtestimony

From: Sheila Sarhangi <Writetosheila@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:03 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Sheila Sarhangi

Bertram
Honolulu, HI 96816



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:52 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: fernrosenstiel@yahoo.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
|  FernRosenstiel || 'OhanaoKauai |  Oppose | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



AGRtestimony

From: claudia rice <claudiarice25@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:53 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
claudia rice

kauila
honolulu, HI 96813



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:51 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: fernrosenstiel@yahoo.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Fern Rosenstiel | Individual | Oppose | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



HB 961

Tax Credits, State Income Tax exempted classes

LATE
Hearing Date: Feb. 15,. 2017, 8:40 am
Name: Karen K. Cobeen
From House District: House, 7t District
Position: Oppose, with an exception
Committee: Committee on Agriculture
Chair: Rep. Richard P. Creagan
Vice Chair: Rep Lynn DeCoite

Date: Feb. 14, 2017
Aloha Chairman Creagan, Vice-Chair DeCoite and members of this committee:
My name is Karen Cobeen and | live on Hawaii Island with my husband and adult disabled son.

Having just this morning read the news that Hawaii wants to increase its fuel tax as well as
vehicle registration tax, it is almost with humor that | read this bill now. This bill appears to grant tax
exemptions and/or tax credits to what appear to be a considerable number of categories of people living
in Hawaii. While advertised as an agricultural bill with tax exemptions up to a certain amount for
farmers, the balance of the bill looks like a catch-all of gifts to people who are not involved in agriculture
atall.

So, which is it:
1) Hawaiiis in serious need of tax revenue or,
2) Hawaii is doing so well it can afford to exempt many people some healthy tax exemptions.

When a state grants tax exemptions or credits, it then falls to the rest of the public to pick up
the slack. | saw no information in the bill that would seem to justify this.

For these reasons, | strongly oppose this bill EXCEPT the exemptions or tax credits for farmers.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen K. Cobeen



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:37 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: pamelapcm@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| Pamela M Williams || Individual | Oppose | No

Comments: Strong opposition!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:21 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: jgelert@yahoo.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?r:gat
| John Gelert I Individual | Oppose | No

Comments: | think an organic grower's tax credit is a wonderful way to encourage
organic growers to get started. It also helps price competition with highly subsidized
non-organic and GMO frankenfoods. | oppose this bill that tries take this away. Seems
like a big-agriculture big-money dirty trick.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



AGRtestimony

From: Sherryl Royce <roycehi@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:56 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Sherryl Royce

335 Awini Place
Honolulu, HI 96825



AGRtestimony

From: doris mc gowan <irisannel@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:51 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
doris mc gowan

3865 hanapepe rd., ¢
hanapepe, Hl 96716



AGRtestimony

From: Deborah Smith <deb@gogreenculture.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:55 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Deborah Smith

2792 Aina Lani Drive
Makawao, HI 96768



AGRtestimony

From: Megan Fox <megan.pittsley@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:08 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Megan Fox

P.O. Box 3224
Lihue, HI 96766



AGRtestimony

From: Natascha Roblee <ncroblee@pacamlumber.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:05 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,
Yes those of us signing actually care... about everyone!

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Natascha Roblee

47-153 Hui Oo Place
Kaneohe, HI 96744



AGRtestimony

From: Sheryl Roberts <roberts_gus@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 11:55 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Sheryl Roberts

1010 Alaea St
Makawao, Hl 96768



AGRtestimony

From: Yvonne Bickerton <Vonnyb@hawaii.rr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:56 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Yvonne Bickerton

P.O. box 1040
Waialua, HI 96791



AGRtestimony

From: Alana Ross <Alana.ross@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:41 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Alana Ross

Box 964
Hana, HI 96713



AGRtestimony

From: ann gommers <annietbi@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:55 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

There are now less than 2 million farmers in the U.S. today....and you now going to make it harder for the most desirable
of farmers in Hawaii to farm? Our aina needs to be preserved with ORGANIC farmers, not the industrial seed growers
who take and poison the land and do not give back to Hawaii!!!!

| am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Thank you for listening and not getting bought off by Big Ag.
Sincerely,

Ann Gommers
Waialua, HI 96791

ann gommers
68-615 Farrington Hwy. 17B
Waialua, HI 96791



AGRtestimony

From: Tanja Miller <alohalways@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:05 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Tanja Miller

2751 Aina Lani
Makawao, HI 96768



AGRtestimony

From: Judith Waters <makawaofiddler@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:05 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Judith Waters

211 N. Makaleha PI.
makawao, HIl 96768



AGRtestimony

From: Charles Moore <CharlesM99@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:46 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Charles Moore

457 Lahainaluna Rd
Lahaina, HI 96761



AGRtestimony

From: Anna Impey <aloha _aina_maui@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:55 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Anna Impey

P.0.Box 1707
Kula, HI 96790



AGRtestimony

From: Taur Kiggins <taur.harper@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:52 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Taur Kiggins

PO Box 790991
Paia, HI 96779



AGRtestimony

From: Kate Burroughs <buglady@sonic.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:39 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

| own a 12 acre certified organic farm and have found this tax credit to be very helpful to our farm's survival. As you may
know organic farmers have to keep an inputs log for every item used on their farm, amounts, date and material applied
and where on the farm, which takes some time every day to accomplish. Getting help with the actual cost of being
certified (about $800/year for our farm) is very helpful.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Kate Burroughs

8521 Sonoma Ave.
Laupahoehoe, HI 95472



AGRtestimony

From: Arnold Kotler <arnoldkotler@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:51 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Arnold Kotler

PO Box 822
Kihei, HI 96753



AGRtestimony

From: Carol Culver <carol@dancekauai.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:58 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Carol Culver

PO Box 1673
Kapaa, HI 96746



AGRtestimony

From: Phyllis Robinson <Pfierrorob@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:57 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Phyllis Robinson

3505A Malina Place Kihei, HlI
Kihei, HI 96753



AGRtestimony

From: Carla Sharp <carlasharp001@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:38 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Carla Sharp

457 lliwahi Loop
Kailua, HI 96734



AGRtestimony

From: Ernest Jepson <scottspalapa@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:25 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Ernest Jepson

PO Box 724
Kihei, HI 96753



AGRtestimony

From: Melia Leslie <Miloliil2@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:23 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Melia Leslie

94-852 Lelepua St #25A
Waipahu, HI 96797



AGRtestimony

From: David Johnson <drj04@comcast.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:14 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
David Johnson

3880 Wyllie Road
Princeville, HI 96722



AGRtestimony

From: Robert Barreca <rob@counterculturehawaii.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:25 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Robert Barreca

67-419 Kukea Cir
Waialua, HI 96791



AGRtestimony

From: Blake Watson <watsonblake8@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:23 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Blake Watson

11-2160 Leilard.
Glennwood, HI 96771



AGRtestimony

From: Richard Diamond <kauaimuse@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:14 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Richard Diamond

3639 Keoniana Rd
Princeville, HI 96722



AGRtestimony

From: Tracy Wells <Tracyorama@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:11 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Tracy Wells

250 Fletcher st
Tonawanda, NY 14150



AGRtestimony

From: Annie Suite <suiteness@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:24 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Annie Suite

PO Box 1395
Kailua, HI 96734



AGRtestimony

From: Laurie Derego <kikiderego@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:23 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Laurie Derego

94-1110 Noheaiki Street
Waipahu, HI 96797



AGRtestimony

From: Rebecca Sydney <bexter@maui.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:04 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Rebecca Sydney

980 Olinda Rd.
Makawo, HI 96768



AGRtestimony

From: James Simpliciano <simplifreshproducr@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:31 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
James Simpliciano

1300 Limahana Cir C303
Lahaina, HI 96761



AGRtestimony

From: Patricia Blair <patriciablair@msn.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:23 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Patricia Blair

25 Aulike St
Kailua, Hl 96734



AGRtestimony

From: Erika Ireland <erikaireland@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:04 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Erika Ireland

PO Box 2718
Honolulu, HI 96803



AGRtestimony

From: David O'Quinn <doquinn@mac.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:30 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
David O'Quinn

6437 Kahuna Rd. Unit B
Kapaa, HI 96746



AGRtestimony

From: Sophia Bicoy <sophiabicoy@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:29 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Sophia Bicoy

3142 Bear Springs Dr.
San Antonio, TX 78245



AGRtestimony

From: rosey silverstein <roseysilverstein@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:15 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
rosey silverstein

48 Kamana st
Hilo, HI 96720



AGRtestimony

From: sylvia litchfield <sylvialitchfield@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:27 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
sylvia litchfield

415 Dairy rd. suite E414
Kahului, HI 96732



AGRtestimony

From: Diane Wry <diane@islandarchitect.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:45 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Diane Wry

PO Box 1260
Koloa, HI 96756



AGRtestimony

From: Margaret Mancilla <Majikalmystical@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:37 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Margaret Mancilla

PO Box 147
Hanalei, HI 96714



AGRtestimony

From: Lorna Larsen-Jeyte <tutulorna@hawaii.rr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:19 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.

Lorna Larsen-jeyte
19-3956 Old Volcano Rd Volcano Hawaii 96785 Volcano, HI 96785



AGRtestimony

From: Jeff Daniel <jeffdgc@hawaii.rr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:49 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Jeff Daniel

1964 Piimauna Place
Honolulu, HI 96821



AGRtestimony

From: Marjorie Lewis <Marjorie.lewis7 @hawaiiantel.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:36 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Marjorie Lewis

4626 lwaena Lp
Kapaa, HI 96746



AGRtestimony

From: George Robertson <lopekana@hawaii.rr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:20 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
George Robertson

66-1095 Kohola Way
Puako, HI 96743



AGRtestimony

From: Wendy Tomita <Wendytomital2@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:41 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Wendy Tomita

640 Ainapo Street
Honolulu, HI 96825



AGRtestimony

From: Holli Shiro <shiro.holli@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:36 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Holli Shiro

94-1043 Pulelo St.
Waipahu, HI 96797



AGRtestimony

From: Melissa Bow <melissab888@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:35 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Melissa Bow

1111 Wilder Ave #18A
Honolulu, HI 96822



AGRtestimony

From: James Long <daegnut@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:40 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
James Long

Box 290
Naalehu, HI 96772



AGRtestimony

From: Blake Watson <watsonblake8@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:22 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Blake Watson

11-2160 Leilard.
Glennwood, HI 96771



AGRtestimony

From: Kilia Purdy-Avelino <kpurdyavelino@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:22 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Kilia Purdy-Avelino

Lihi Pali Avenue
Hoolehua, HI 96729



AGRtestimony

From: Tlaloc Tokuda <tlaloctt@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:34 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Aloha Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Mahalo for your time.
Tlaloc Tokuda

73-4599 kukuki St
kailua kona, HI 96740



AGRtestimony

From: Mark Jacobson <devineswede@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:33 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Mark Jacobson

Po box 904
Kalaheo, HI 96741



AGRtestimony

From: Jeffrey Heisel <jeffreyheisel2@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:34 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Jeffrey Heisel

187 Akai St
Kihei, HI 96753



AGRtestimony

From: Laura Van Wagner <laura_vanwagner@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:33 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Laura Van Wagner

2560 Hunakai St
Kihei, HI 96753



AGRtestimony

From: Tasia Yamamura <tasiay@hawaii.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:34 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Tasia Yamamura

84-203 water st
Wai'anae, HI 96792



AGRtestimony

From: David Sutton <malamaourworld@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:30 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
David Sutton

PO Box 1159
Kilauea,, HI 96754



AGRtestimony

From: Dale Evans <evans@hawaii.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:28 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

ORGANIC FARMING IS WHAT MANY OF MY FORMER COLLEAGUES IN UH-CTAHR CALLED "A HARD ROW TO HOE." AN
EXTRA MEASURE OF KNOWLEDGE ABOUT SOIL HEALTH AND PLANT NUTRITION IS NEEDED TO GROW ORGANIC
PRODUCE. | FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT FARMERS TRYING TO OPERATE THIS WAY DESERVE THE BREAK THAT THE TAX CREDIT
PROVIDES.

| am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Dale Evans

Hilu St
Waimanalo, HI 96795



AGRtestimony

From: Carlynn Wolfe <wolfec004 @hawaii.rr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:27 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Carlynn Wolfe

1020 Green St, 108
Honolulu, HI 96822



AGRtestimony

From: Kelly Tsutsui <kellytsutsui@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:26 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Kelly Tsutsui

59-756 Kamehameha Hwy
Haleiwa, HI 96712



AGRtestimony

From: Zoe Alexander <mauizoe@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:24 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Zoe Alexander

222 Peahi Road
Haiku, HI 96708



AGRtestimony

From: Katherine pomeroy <k2pome@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:24 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Katherine pomeroy

PO Box 1556
Kapaau, HI 96755



AGRtestimony

From: Karen Rowland <jadekaren@pacific.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:24 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Karen Rowland

PO Box 64
Papaaloa, HI 96780



AGRtestimony

From: Stacy Soderholm <green91522@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:18 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Stacy Soderholm

321 Waipoli Road
Kula, HI 96790



AGRtestimony

From: Rachel Laderman <rachel.laderman@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:22 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

[ am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. | am a small
organic farmer interested in becoming certified on Big Island, and this is an extremely helpful credit that will make it
possible to become certified. Organic agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues
of our time — economic revitalization, climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Rachel Laderman

PO Box 100036
HAKALAU, HI 96710



AGRtestimony

From: Mary Beth Van Hoogstraten <mbvh@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:17 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Mary Beth Van Hoogstraten

1331-B 9th Ave.
Honolulu, HI 96816



AGRtestimony

From: Ronni Pratt <pratt.ronni@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:20 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Ronni Pratt

45-735 Wainana St
Kaneohe, HI 96744



AGRtestimony

From: Michael Morgan <michael.t. morgan@usa.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:17 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Michael Morgan

3-3400 Kuhio HWY APT C211
Lihue, HI 96766



AGRtestimony

From: Barbara Barry <Begoniabarry@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:11 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Barbara Barry

1220 w Kuiaha Rd
Ha'iku, HI 96708



AGRtestimony

From: Paula Cohen <alohaphap@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:17 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Paula Cohen

3854 Ahonui Place
Princeville, HI 96722



AGRtestimony

From: Harry Yoshida <sanseironin@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:05 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Harry Yoshida

763 Paani St Apt 3
Honolulu, HI 96826



AGRtestimony

From: L. Pauahi Hookano <pauahi.hookano@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:04 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
L. Pauahi Hookano

245 Wailua Rd.
Haiku, HI 96708



AGRtestimony

From: Lynn Wilson <lbwilson@webfishpacific.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:04 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Lynn Wilson

1188 Bishop Street, 1502
Honolulu, HI 96813



AGRtestimony

From: Carol Beardmore <willie.cb@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:09 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Carol Beardmore

1051 Puuopae Road
Kapaa, HI 96746



AGRtestimony

From: Virginia Van Kuran <Virginia@vankuran.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:04 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Virginia Van Kuran

7012 Hawaii Kai Drive
Honolulu, HI 96825



AGRtestimony

From: Mark Van Horne <mrvh49@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:13 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Mark Van Horne

1571 Piikoi St Apt 1706
Honolulu, HI 96822



AGRtestimony

From: Rene Siracusa <renesiracusa@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:03 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Rene Siracusa

POB1520
Pahoa, HI 96778



AGRtestimony

From: Daniel Hodel <danhodel@icloud.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 12:08 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Daniel Hodel

76-897 Hualalai Road
Kailua Kona, HI 96740



AGRtestimony

From: Alexandra Krongos <sashakrongos@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:15 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Alexandra Krongos

3740 Lower Honoapi'ilani Rd. D108
Lahaina, HI 96761



AGRtestimony

From: Joseph Kohn MD <joseph@WeAreOne.cc>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 1:33 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Joseph Kohn MD

1268 W Hiahia Place
Wailuku, HI 96793



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov rEY ‘1
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 4:03 PM IJ‘ l IJ

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: nataliejeanf@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position PLe;ﬁ?rfgat
| natalie forster | Individual | Oppose || No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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AGRtestimony

From: Glenn Oswald <mauiweaverboyz@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:02 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Glenn Oswald

PO Box 791806
PAIA, HI 96779


s.fanoga
Late


LATE

AGRtestimony

From: Cheryl Sterling <reefgirlmaui@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:03 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Cheryl Sterling

2020 Main St., 505
Wailuku, HI 96793
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AGRtestimony

From: Faith Ewbank <faith@planetserver.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:11 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Faith Ewbank

11A Keola PI.
Makawao, HI 96768
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AGRtestimony

From: Sharron Cushman <cushmanzoo@hawaiiantel.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:14 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Sharron Cushman

HC 2 Box 6467
Keaau, HI 96749
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AGRtestimony

From: marta greenleaf <greenleaf.maui@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:19 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
marta greenleaf

po box 880794
pukalani, HI 96788
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AGRtestimony

From: David Dow <dacldow@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:27 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
David Dow

David A. Dow
Makawao, HI 96768
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AGRtestimony

From: Barry Sato <bsato@theavco.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:34 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee, Asyou read my testimony please understand that
the use of convenient form letters does not diminish the importance of issues like this to constituents like myself.

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Barry Sato

2363 anini pl
Aiea, HI 96701
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From: ST <kala@mauimail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:56 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

| am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which would repeal the historic organic farming tax credit.
Organic is the fastest growing sector of agriculture, and supports mitigation of some key issues — economic
revitalization, climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The demand for organic produce and products in Hawai‘i exceeds the supply, and you're well aware that Hawai‘i farmers
face numerous barriers don't add to them!

The tax credit will help offset costs and encourage the growth of the organic sector. Be in the right side of history and
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.
Thank you for your time.

ST
Kauhikoa Road
Haiku, HI 96768
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From: Kimberly Dukes <dukesohana@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:35 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Kimberly Dukes

1774 Na'alae rd
Kula, HI 96790
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AGRtestimony

From: Mariana Landeros <Marianalanderos@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:45 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Mariana Landeros

302 Kenui Circle
Lahaina, HI 96761
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AGRtestimony

From: Robert Wilcox <bertzz@me.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:45 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Robert Wilcox

45 Pualu Loop
Lahaina, HI 96761
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AGRtestimony

From: laurel brier <browerr001@hawaii.rr.com=>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 4:19 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
laurel brier

p o box 220
anahola, HI 96703
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From: James Simpliciano <simplifreshproducr@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 4:22 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
James Simpliciano

1300 Limahana Cir C303
Lahaina, HI 96761
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AGRtestimony

From: Lei Pua Marlow <Lpmarlow@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 4:45 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public Phealth, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Lei Pua Marlow

419 Keoniana st. #205
Honolulu, HI 96815


agrtestimony
Late


LATE

AGRtestimony

From: Elif Beall <Elif.beall@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 4:16 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

[ am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit.

We import ~80% of our food here in Hawaii, and organic agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the
most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization, climate change, public health, and environmental
protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector, which puts them on even

playing field with industrial agriculture.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers and do not pass HB961.
Thank you for considering my testimony.
Elif Beall

PO Box 1304
Kilauea, Hl 96754
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AGRtestimony

From: Lauren Ampolos <Laurenelaine721@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:52 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Lauren Ampolos

111 hekiki st Kailua hi 96734
Kahului, HI 96732
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov rEYEY
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 4:46 PM ld‘ l ]‘J

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: mamaupin@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing
| Margaret Maupin || Individual | Oppose || No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: Natalie Forster <Nataliejeanf@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:56 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Natalie Forster

Po box901355
Kula, HI 96790
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From: Gregory Hungerford <doctorforgolf@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 4:38 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Gregory Hungerford

68-085 Waialua Beach Rd
Waialua, HI 96791
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AGRtestimony

From: Jaci Chan <Musicalryder@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 4:34 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Jaci Chan

1355 16th Avenue
Honolulu, HI 96816
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AGRtestimony

From: Ibbie Alshamma <iwhite001@hawaii.rr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 4:44 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Ibbie Alshamma

4620 Kapuna Rd
Kilauea, HI 96754
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From: Ritxard X <sustainlifenet@MSN.COM>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 4:07 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Ritxard X

801 Ala Nioi
Honolulu, HI 96818
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From: Richard Furst <rfurst808@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:19 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Richard Furst

766 Hao Street
Honolulu, HI 96821
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From: tiare lawrence <tiare4maui@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:58 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
tiare lawrence

28 lino pl
Makawao, HI 96768
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From: Debra Nix <info@lifeislight.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 4:52 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Debra Nix

PO Box 808
Kihei, HI 96753
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From: John Nix <nix@lifeislight.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 4:55 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
John Nix

P O Box 808
Kihei, HI 96753
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From: Judy Walker <joodiekay@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 4:59 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Judy Walker

PO Box 1957
Hilo, HI 96721
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From: brynn foster <Bfoster@voyagingfoods.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:05 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
brynn foster

4619 Moho St.
Honolulu, HI 96816
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From: Mary True <streamgirlll@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:05 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Mary True

PO BOX 1020
Pepeekeo, HI 96783
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From: Megan Blazak <Mblazak@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:07 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Megan Blazak

495 Waianuenue Ave
Hilo, HI 96720
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From: Sandra Toliver <artstoliver@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:20 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Sandra Toliver

1710 Kaahumanu Ave
Wailuku, HI 96793
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From: Timothy Starbright <elielstarbright@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:20 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Timothy Starbright

5306 Kahala St.
kapaa, Hl 96746
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From: Lisa McDaniel <lisamcdaniel@sbcglobal.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:22 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Lisa McDaniel

68-315 Mahinaai St.
Mokuleia, HI 96791
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov l "l‘l?
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:54 PM Jj 4

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: freundtheresa@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?rfgat
| Theresa Freund | Individual | Oppose | No

Comments: Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee, My
name is Theresa Freund and | am from Nuuanu. | am writing in strong opposition to
section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of
our time — economic revitalization, climate change, public health, and environmental
protection. The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and
products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers
that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial and
paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification
and higher costs for organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of
conventional farming. The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth
of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to protect these growing businesses
and allow them to thrive. Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’s
small organic farmers. Thank you for your time. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

| strongly opposition section 5 of HB 961, which repeals the critically important organic
farming tax credit.

| work with a nonprofit that installs and staffs organic, educational school gardens
across Maui. | am fully aware of the labor intensive nature of organic farming, as well as
the expenses for organic amendments. Yet organic farming is the best longterm
sustainable and regenerative food production method available to Hawaiian farmers. As
we live in an island state, it is critically important to fully support organic farming
practices for the future of our island home. For hundreds of years, these islands were
self-sufficient and food-sustainable using only organic farming methods, supporting over
a million residents.

But the rise of cheap, industrial, chemically-intensive farming has put our self-sufficiency
in jeopardy. We must do all we can to support those farmers who have returned to the
best practice of organic farming and encourage the growth of this farming sector,
including the tax credit. There are many reporting and labor practices associated with
organic farming, and it is our collective best interest to support farmers who face these
challenges by providing them with this tax credit to at least in part offset some of these
expenses.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’s small organic farmers
and oppose section 5 of HB 961. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Terry Huth
Kihei, Maui

tl_huth@yahoo.com
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov ld"l‘l?
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:37 PM 4

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: tulsigreenlee@icloud.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position PLe;ﬁ?rfgat
| TulsiGreenlee | Individual | Oppose || No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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AGRtestimony

From: Robert Devine <Bfdevine@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:56 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Robert Devine

Po box 24121
Los angeles, CA 90024
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AGRtestimony

From: Nino White <white_nino@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:54 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Nino White

2839 Henry St #E
Honolulu, HI 96817
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AGRtestimony

From: Leigh Archinal <carchina@nycap.rr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:54 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Leigh Archinal

388 Robb Rd
Amsterdam, NY 12010
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AGRtestimony

From: Hollis Dana <hollis@kauaivacationmassage.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:52 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Hollis Dana

P.O. Box 651, 4596-A Kuli Rd.
Kalaheo, HI 96741
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From: S Blyth <collector6 @shaw.ca>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:52 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
S Blyth

9647 Heather Rd
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
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LATE

AGRtestimony

From: Kim Hawkes <hawkesone@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:44 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Kim Hawkes

10439 64th Ave south
Seattle, WA 98178
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LATE

AGRtestimony

From: Caitlin Brady <Caityb02@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:41 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Caitlin Brady

27 Haliu St
Lahaina, HI 96761
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LATE

AGRtestimony

From: Denise Key <denisekey@live.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:34 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Denise Key

3065 Mapu Pl #A
Kihei, HI 96753
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LATE

AGRtestimony

From: Tulsi Greenlee <Tulsigreenlee@icloud.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:32 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Tulsi Greenlee

6300 Hana Hwy
Haiku, HI 96708
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LATE

AGRtestimony

From: Maya Ross <mayaross@me.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:36 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Maya Ross

PO BOX 232
Hana, HI 96713
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AGRtestimony

From: Marilyn Mick <marilynmick@pobox.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:07 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Marilyn Mick

PO Box 15158
Honolulu, HI 96830
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LATE

AGRtestimony

From: Peggy McArdle <Hapuna22@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:59 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Peggy McArdle

Alii
Kailua Kona, HI 96740
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AGRtestimony

From: Nancy KLOPFENSTEIN <Peanut07@bendbroadband.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:03 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Nancy KLOPFENSTEIN

438 nw 19th #55
Redmond, OR 97756
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AGRtestimony

From: Nelda Milburn <neldamilburn@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 5:57 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Nelda Milburn

302 W School St
Brookland, AR 72417
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AGRtestimony

From: Carrie Grace <Carrieeculver@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:02 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Carrie Grace

Po box 1145
Kingston, WA 98346
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov ld‘rl‘lz

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 8:52 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: Ahia.dye@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/15/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing
| Ahia Dye | Individual | Oppose || No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov lJ"l‘]?
Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 8:04 AM <4

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: hokuokekai50@msn.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/15/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing
| MaryLacques | Individual | Oppose | No

Comments: Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee, | am
writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which would repeal the organic
farming tax credit that was established during last year's legislative session. It is
nonsensical to void any attempts to increase Hawaii food production, especially the
local, organic sector which is growing at an unprecedented rate. We need to encourage
small local farm businesses to become established to be able to meet this demand. As
legislators you should be doing more to help these startup entrepreneurs and local
consumers, not less. Please OPPOSE section 5 of HB 961, and any similar legislation
that may come up in the future.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 4 )] ‘1
Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 7:55 AM ld‘ l IJ

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: legechair@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/15/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing
. Hawaii Farmers Union
Simon Russell United Comments Only No

Comments: Aloha Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and Members of the Committee,
Hawaii Farmers Union United honors the intent of this bill, however, we see no need to
repeal the organic farming tax exemption. That is unnecessary. Organic food production
is one ofthe fastest growing sectors in the agricultural economy and should be
supported. If there are problems with the language in the Organic farming tax
exemption, perhaps those can be fixed. Please continue to support the Organic farming
tax exemption up to $50,000. Respectfully Submitted, Simon Russell HFUU Legislative
committee Chair

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov rTEYEY
Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 6:27 AM IJ‘ l I‘J

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: nredfeather@kohalacenter.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/15/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing
Hawaii Island School
Nancy Redfeather Garden Network Comments Only No

Comments: This is a convoluted bill when read at face value by a citizen, not privileged
to understand the "intent" behind this language. While | see that there was an attempt to
codify what is a "small farmer" (up to $300,000 in combined income), | am not
understanding the intent behind this bill. | see that you want to repeal the Incentives for
Organic Agriculture that were put into place last year, and why? Are we just moving that
appropriation to a more broader and more general subsidy for all of agriculture, not just
the "small farmer?" Confusing since at the beginning of the bill it calls out the "small
farmer."

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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TEBYEY
From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov ld‘ l I‘J

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 1:30 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: suzannakinsey@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/15/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position PLe;ﬁ?rfgat
|  SuzannaKinsey | Individual | Oppose || No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 4 AR B
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 11:21 PM ld‘ l l‘J

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: blackbird4aloha@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing
| Merle Hayward || Individual | Oppose || No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov l‘j"l‘]?
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 11:01 PM <4

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: jpappas60@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing
| JanetPappas | Individual | Oppose | No

Comments: Dear Legislators, | strongly oppose the portion of HB961 which repeals the
organic foods production tax credit. If we plan to be food self-sufficient in Hawaii, we
must do all we can to support the farmers who are moving us toward this goal. This
includes many small organic farmers growing diversified food crops. The organic market
has grown by leaps and bounds over the past decades, up 11% last year in the U.S.
compared to 3% for all other food markets. But startup is costly to organic farmers who
often must wait three years before they can grow a crop and become certified. The tax
credit could make or break these farmers, especially in these startup years. We should
do all we can to support Hawaii’'s hardworking small organic farmers. At UH-West Oahu
we are investing money to graduate students in Sustainable Community Food Systems,
expecting them to be the next generation of food producers in our state. Let’s give them
the start they deserve or we could risk possible food shortages down the road for no
good reason. Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely, Jan Pappas Aiea, Hawaii

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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rTEYEY
From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov J ‘4

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:38 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: ofstone@aol.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position PLe;ﬁ?rfgat
| Jeri Di Pietro | GMOFreeKauai |  Oppose | No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov rEYEY
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:37 PM ld‘ l I‘J

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: shoregirlstudios@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position PL%Z??ggat
| Mila Horak I Onila Farms | Oppose || No

Comments: As a certified organic farm, we urge you to please take out the language
aimed at repealing the organic tax credit. This financial aid to new organic farms is vital
to encourage organic certification. Do not repeal it.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov ld"l‘l?
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:49 PM V|

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: erika.lechugadisalvo@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese?‘t at
Hearing
| Erika Lechuga Disalvo || Individual | Oppose || No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov rEYEY
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:28 PM l‘j‘ l I‘J

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: tree@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM*
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position PLe;ﬁ?rfgat
| Stephen Luksic || Individual | Oppose || No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov rEYEY
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:27 PM IJ‘ l ]‘J

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: jennahia@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plzeezer?rfgat
| Jennifer Noelani Ahia || Individual | Oppose | No

Comments: Aloha, | am in strong opposition to section 5 of HB961. Please keep the
organic farming tax credit that was passed into law last year. As a voting citizen and a
healthcare practitioner (MSTOM) | am alarmed by the lack of local organic produce
available on our Islands as compared to Commercial products that are imported. | am
beyond alarmed at the amount of Ag land dedicated to the GMO industry. It is
imperative that we give local farmers the resources and tax credits to help them thrive
for the health and welfare of the citizens of Hawaii as well as for the land that feeds us.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov rEYEY
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:02 PM ld‘ l I‘J

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: waiala.ahn@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position PL%Z??ggat
| Wai'ala Ahn I Individual | Oppose || No

Comments: Aloha, | strongly oppose Section 5 of HB961 it would *repeal* the organic
farming tax credit which created $20 million in tax credits to aid small farmers seeking
organic certification. Bad legislature! If you want to help out local farmers, try not hurting
them too, that would be good.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Vice-President
Joshua Uyehara
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OUR MISSION
HCIA is a Hawaii-
based non-profit
organization that
promotes modern
agriculture to help
farmers and
communities
succeed. Through
education,
collaboration and
advocacy, we work
to ensure a safe and
sustainable food
supply, support
responsible farming
practices and build a
healthy economy.

TESTIMONY FROM BENNETTE MISALUCHA, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

In Support of HB 961
Relating to Farmers
Creates an exclusion from income tax for the first $50,000 of income earned by
farmers whose annual gross income does not exceed $150,000

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

February 15, 2017, 8:40 a.m.
Conference Room 312

LATE

Chair Creagan and members of the committee:

The Hawaii Crop Improvement Association (HCIA) is a Hawaii-based non-profit
organization that promotes modern agriculture to help farmers and communities succeed.
Through education, collaboration, and advocacy, we work to ensure a safe and
sustainable food supply, support responsible farming practices, and build a healthy
economy.

HCIA supports HB 961, which creates an exclusion from income tax for the first
$50,000 of income earned by farmers whose annual gross income does not exceed
$150,000.

Farming is a tough business and this bill will go a long way in supporting the growth of
new small, diversified farming businesses by creating an exclusion from income tax for
the first $50,000 of income earned by such a business. The bill will also support the
State’s goal to double food production by 2020 by encouraging new farming businesses.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill.

Respectfully submitted,

Bennette Misalucha
Executive Director

P.O. Box 126 Aiea, HI 96701
Telephone: (808) 594-3611 Email: Director@hciaonline.com

www.bettercropshawaii.com
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov rEYEY
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:11 PM ld‘ l I‘J

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: helmut@classicorganic.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB961 on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM
HB961

Submitted on: 2/14/2017
Testimony for AGR on Feb 15, 2017 08:40AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position P|[|eeszj?r:gat
| HelmutKlauer | A'a Lii Farm || Comments Only || No

Comments: To grow food instead of importing most of it, we must encourage new

farmers. Giving them a tax credit will help them get started. Do not repeal this tax credit!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly

identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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AGRtestimony

From: Laurinda Kramer <moonwitch626@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 8:03 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Laurinda Kramer

2341 Independence Trail
Plumas Lake, CA 95961
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AGRtestimony

From: Pualei Mo'okini-Oliveira <cydniekm@hawaii.edu>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 8:00 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Pualei Mo'okini-Oliveira

6965 Niumalu Loop
Honolulu, HI 96825
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From: Pamela Williamson <Wickedplaything@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 8:00 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Pamela Williamson

P. 0. Box 922
Apple Valley, CA 92307
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AGRtestimony

From: gj jablow <globoysmom@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 7:42 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
gj jablow

3304 Furman Blvd.
Louisville, KY 40220
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AGRtestimony

From: gj jablow <globoysmom@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 7:42 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
gj jablow

3304 Furman Blvd.
Louisville, KY 40220
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AGRtestimony

From: Maria Clark <Janutouch@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 7:36 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)
LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee, <4

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Maria Clark

P o box 836
Anahola, HI 96703
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From: Sevyn Galambos <sevgalam@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 7:36 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Sevyn Galambos

76-77
Kailua Kona, HI 96740
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AGRtestimony

From: joyce sorrell <joycesorrell@wowway.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 7:22 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
joyce sorrell

2212 waterleaf court
naperville, IL 60564
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AGRtestimony

From: Hillary Coppock <Hillarygwl@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:27 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Hillary Coppock

Cumberland
Tyler, TX 75703
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AGRtestimony

From: sylvia litchfield <sylvialitchfield@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:27 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
sylvia litchfield

415 Dairy rd. suite E414
Kahului, HI 96732
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From: Geraldine deBeer <debeer@maui.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:13 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Geraldine deBeer

POBox 116
Kihei, HI 96753
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From: Jasmine Silverstein <silv1916@pacificu.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:17 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Jasmine Silverstein

1050 Kulamanu PI
Hilo, HI 96720
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From: Cheryl Greenwood <cegreenwood50@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:29 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Cheryl Greenwood

73-4411 Kakahiaka st #1305
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
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From: Patte Goff-Williams <pattepicasso@hawaiiantel.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:29 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Patte Goff-Williams

Aulii Dr.
Makawao, HI 96768
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From: Patte Goff-Williams <pattepicasso@hawaiiantel.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:30 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of HB 452 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

[ am writing in strong opposition to HB 452 which unfairly hurts small organic farmers in Hawai‘i. HB452 makes it a
violation for anyone to claim that their agricultural product is organic unless certified by the National Organic Program.
However, the National Organic Program actually allows small organic farmers (those whose annual sales are below
$5000) to advertise and label their products as organic without having to be certified.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

HB452 would hurt small organic producers by eliminating that provision. The exemption is critical for small farms and
small farmers who may not yet afford the certification and record keeping requirements who nonetheless follow organic
production principles. The bill must be rejected for creating a penalty for small farmers that do not exist under the
National Organic Program.

While the bill seems to uphold the National Organic Program on its face, in practice it sets up inconsistent standards that
penalize small farmers and create redundant regulation that would discourage organic food production.

Organic agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic
revitalization, climate change, public health, and environmental protection. We must do all that we can to protect these
growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

For these reasons, | urge you to oppose HB 452. Thank you for your time.
Patte Goff-Williams

Aulii Dr.
Makawao, HI 96768
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From: tia pearson <tia.pearson@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:35 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
tia pearson

po box 861697
wahiawa, HI 96786
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From: Jane Duncan <haleiwajane@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 7:49 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Jane Duncan

67454 Haona Street
Waialua, HI 96791
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From: Michael Pasco <Myklpasco@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:37 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

[ am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Based upon
my extensive research upon the many impacts the sourcing of our food has on our economy and our environment and
other factors, | have a VERY STRONG PREFERENCE (as is my right) for local, organic food.

I am definitely not alone in this STRONG preference, as more and more local people switching to this type of diet is
making it difficult for many of the small upstart local farm business to get established to meet this demand. Local
government should be doing MORE to help these small businesses and local consumers, not less. Please do anything in
your power to oppose section 5 of HB 961, and any legislation it is attached to or anything like it that may come up in
the future.

Mahalo nui
From an educated, and voting citizen of Hawai'i

Michael Pasco
220-A Oe Street
Kihei, HI 96753
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From: April Walton <camil234mom@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 9:30 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
April Walton

901 s. adams srteet
Carthage, TX 75633
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From: Maria Pulgarin <Beautycolombia@live.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:55 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Maria Pulgarin

1019 N4 street
Springfield, OR 97477
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From: Corey Bagby <coreylynnbagby@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:39 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Corey Bagby

12 Ohala PI
Kula, HI 96790
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From: Michael Johnson <Johnsonmichael01@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:42 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Michael Johnson

124 Satinwood Ln
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
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From: Louise reid <loubreid@bigpond.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:56 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Louise reid

louise Reid
Cairns, HI 4878
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Late


AGRtestimony

From: Tara Dalessi <tarahappy808@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:56 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Tara Dalessi

1726 awaa place
Kapaa, HI 96746
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AGRtestimony

From: Tracy Mills <tracy.emills@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:58 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Tracy Mills

1209 W Kuiaha Rd
Haiku, HI 96708


agrtestimony
Late


AGRtestimony

From: Debra Vitola <tcbh609@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 6:56 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Debra Vitola

72-4008 Mamalahoa Hwy.
Kailua Kona, HI 96740


agrtestimony
Late


AGRtestimony

From: Ashley Wilcox <Ashzz@mac.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 7:04 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Ashley Wilcox

45 Pualu Loop
Lahaina, HI 96761


agrtestimony
Late


AGRtestimony

From: Gary Johnson <orchids_7@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 7:11 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Gary Johnson

355 Aoloa St.
Kailua, HI 96734
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AGRtestimony

From: Neil Vonhof <neil.vonhof@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 7:11 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Neil Vonhof

1209 W Kuiaha Rd
Haiku, HI 96708


agrtestimony
Late


AGRtestimony

From: Shannon Rudolph <shannonkona@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 7:31 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Shannon Rudolph

P.O. 243
Holualoa, HI 96725
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AGRtestimony

From: Audrey Allencastre <aallencastre@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 7:32 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Audrey Allencastre

2299 Kaupakalua Rd
Haiku, HI 96708


agrtestimony
Late


AGRtestimony

From: Jennifer Erickson <Jenny.e.erickson@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 7:19 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Jennifer Erickson

3510 Lower Honoapiilani rd apt. 2
Lahaina, HI 96761
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AGRtestimony

From: Pamela Wai'olena <pwaiolena@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 7:04 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Pamela Wai'olena

P.O. Box 6416
Kamuela, HI 96743
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AGRtestimony

From: VICKI TAYLOR <VICKIL.TAYLOR@DOH.HAWAII.GOV>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 10:29 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
VICKI TAYLOR

67-234 KIOE STREET
WAIALUA, HI 96791
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AGRtestimony

From: Michael Morrison <middlemorrison@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 10:14 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Michael Morrison

5190b. State rt 10
Barboursville, WV 25504
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AGRtestimony

From: Denny Hunkler <dhunkler@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 10:11 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Denny Hunkler

PO box 306
Barnesville, OH 43713
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AGRtestimony

From: Deborah Silverberg <debsss@earthlink.net>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 8:56 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Deborah Silverberg

88th Ave.
Bellerose Manor, NY 11427
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AGRtestimony

From: Kate Anderson <Kathryn.anderson1965@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 7:37 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Kate Anderson

11155 N. Falkirk St
Hayden, ID 83835
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AGRtestimony

From: Griffith Frost <griffrost@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 7:52 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Griffith Frost

121 Banyan Drive, Apt. 607
Hilo, HI 96720
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AGRtestimony

From: Sally Shultz <sallyshultz@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 5:43 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Sally Shultz

134 Guthrie Rd
Cowansville, PA 16218
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AGRtestimony

From: Leigh Melton <Gertymelton@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 1:11 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Leigh Melton

1800 s Wayne st
Bluffton, IN 46714
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AGRtestimony

From: Donald Gleason <don@hawaiinonipower.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 11:40 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Donald Gleason

121 Banyan Drive #607
Hilo, HI 96720
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AGRtestimony

From: lynda gaglia <lyndz1@verizon.net>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 5:18 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
lynda gaglia

513 wahnetah drive
Bound Brook, NJ 08805
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AGRtestimony

From: Jaime Ciletti <Jaime_bpr@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 1:08 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Jaime Ciletti

1 white sands place
Kailua, HI 96734
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AGRtestimony

From: Bruce Moselle <bmoselle@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 5:05 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Bruce Moselle

5 Sagamore St.
Glens Falls, NY 12801
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AGRtestimony

From: Jennifer Hee <jennifermeleana@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 12:40 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Jennifer Hee

47-395 Ahaolelo Road
Kaneohe, HI 96744
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AGRtestimony

From: Walter Garfield 3rd <wallywoodwork@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 5:00 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Walter Garfield 3rd

3 hickory hill lane
Bluffton, SC 29910
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From: Linda Koyanagi <Inkoyanagi@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 12:19 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Linda Koyanagi

133 N Kainalu Street
Kailua, HI 96734
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AGRtestimony

From: jose negron <josenegron@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 4:58 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
jose negron

753 williams ave
BROOKLYN, NY 11207
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AGRtestimony

From: Tomas Eggers <alasoval@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 12:06 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Tomas Eggers

jakob
tving, MA 37033
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AGRtestimony

From: Michael Brady <brady70@msn.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 4:48 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Michael Brady

1614 Brook Manor Drive
Hixson, TN 37343
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AGRtestimony

From: Bellodgia Yamamoto <bellodgiabellodgia@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 11:46 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

[ am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeals the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Bellodgia Yamamoto

59-606 Alapio Road
Haleiwa, HI 96712
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AGRtestimony

From: Laura taylor <laurataylor61301@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 4:42 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Laura taylor

1139 Crosat street
Lasalle, IL 61301
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AGRtestimony

From: Nnamdi Kassel <Nnamdi_kassel@notes.k12.hi.us>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 11:41 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Nnamdi Kassel

74-4927
Holualoa, HI 96725
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AGRtestimony

From: Richard Goodman <rich.goodman98@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 4:40 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Richard Goodman

16 South Street, PO Box 201
Litchfield, CT 06759
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AGRtestimony

From: Carl Yeatts <Magic.monkseal@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 4:29 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Carl Yeatts

Loulu pl
Makawao, HI 96768
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AGRtestimony

From: Mary Harden <maryeharden@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 7:53 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Mary Harden

62 Vans Dr
HACKETTSTOWN, NJ 07840
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AGRtestimony

From: Pamela Gardener <pamilaelle@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 7:57 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Pamela Gardener

5200 Paanau Road, Apt. K1-02
Koloa, HI 96756
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AGRtestimony

From: chelsea huddleston <chelseahuddleston@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:00 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
chelsea huddleston

4949 Hana hwy
haiku, HI 96708
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AGRtestimony

From: Michele Nihipali <nihipalim001@hawaii.rr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:03 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Michele Nihipali

54-074 Kamehameha Hwy. # A
Hauula, HI 96717
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From: Jade Moss <moss.jade.e@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:05 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Jade Moss

P.O.Box 1214
Kalaheo, HI 96741
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AGRtestimony

From: Amy Schultz <amyschultz23@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:16 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Amy Schultz

Akoni Pule Hwy
Kapaau, HI 96755
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AGRtestimony

From: Levon Jaure <levonjaure1983@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 4:.04 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Levon Jaure

225 E Bell Ave
Riverton, WY 82501
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AGRtestimony

From: Julia Blackshear <Longl3gs@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 4:.02 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Julia Blackshear

1905 hazel ave
Zanesville, OH 43701
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AGRtestimony

From: Andy Kripp <onlinegamingfortune@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 3:46 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Andy Kripp

609 W 37th St
AURORA, IL 60504
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AGRtestimony

From: Misha Kassel md <Mkassel137@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:34 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Misha Kassel md

2428 Sonoma st
Honolulu, HI 96822
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AGRtestimony

From: Lauryn rego <lauryn_rego@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:46 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Lauryn rego

128 kahana ridge dr
lahaina, HI 96761
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AGRtestimony

From: pahnelopi mckenzie <2spiralbirth@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:26 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
pahnelopi mckenzie

pobox1652
Makawao, HI 96768
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AGRtestimony

From: Burt Furuta <bfuruta@hawaii.rr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:55 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Burt Furuta

242A Koalele Street
Honolulu, HI 96813
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AGRtestimony

From: Raphiell Nolin <Raphiell@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:29 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Raphiell Nolin

Po box 1216
Puunene, HI 96784
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From: Janet Pappas <jpappas60@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:23 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

Many corn and soybean growers on the Mainland have received subsidies for decades, sometimes being paid for
growing NOTHING if that's what was needed to keep market prices high.

In Hawai'i, our goal to become more self-sustaining in agriculture is a necessity. Faced with a disaster, our state could
face food shortages. This is NOT the time to make it more difficult for small farmers, particularly organic farmers whose
markets have grown by leaps and bounds over the past decade.

The tax credit will help off-set the costs mentioned above and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all
that we can to protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Janet Pappas

98-1287 Akaaka St.
Aiea, HI 96701
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AGRtestimony

From: Danielle Lemieux <Danielle84.dt@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:51 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Danielle Lemieux

14 cottonwood rd
Brookfield ma, MA 01506
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AGRtestimony

From: Sara Izen <izen.s.adah@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:22 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Sara lzen

639 lliaina Street
Kailua, HI 96734
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AGRtestimony

From: H B <hbonmaui@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:10 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
HB

96768
Makawao, HI 96768
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AGRtestimony

From: Philipp LaHaela Walter <p.lahaela.walter@posteo.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:50 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Philipp LaHaela Walter

579 Lauiki St, Apt D
Honolulu, HI 96826
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AGRtestimony

From: Timothy Hills <seanhills53@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:18 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Timothy Hills

93 Makalani Place, Cottage
Makawao, HI 96768
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AGRtestimony

From: Luann Casey <luann@chunsreef.COM>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:09 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Luann Casey

61-470 Kam Hwy
Haleiwa, HI 96712
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From: Paula Huddleston <paulah@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:28 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Paula Huddleston

1804 Chorro
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
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AGRtestimony

From: Cate Waidyatilleka <Cwaidyat@iolani.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:26 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Cate Waidyatilleka

5470 Poola Street
Honolulu, HI 96821
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AGRtestimony

From: Michael Coon <michaelandjenica@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:05 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Michael Coon

PO 223098
Princeville,, HI 96722
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AGRtestimony

From: Kathy Shimata <kshimata@hawaiiantel.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:26 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Kathy Shimata

3453 Pawaina St
Honolulu, HI 96822
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AGRtestimony

From: Sharon Leton <aamalei5@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:19 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Sharon Leton

P.0.Box 1604
Hanalei, HI 96714
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From: Sharon Leton <aamalei5@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:19 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Sharon Leton

P.0.Box 1604
Hanalei, HI 96714
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AGRtestimony

From: Marcy Cayton <Marcycayton@rocketmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:56 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Marcy Cayton

733 n. Honokala rd
Haiku, HI 96708
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From: Katherin Orr <katherineshelleyorr@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 11:04 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Katherin Orr

44-119 Bayview Haven Place
Kaneohe, HI 96744
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From: Julia Douglas <Vancijewels@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:56 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Julia Douglas

430 north Kalaheo Ave
Kailua, HI 96734
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From: Abigail Sylvester <abidelia@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 11:32 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Abigail Sylvester

5255 Halapepe St, 5255 Halapepe Street
Honolulu, HI 96821
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AGRtestimony

From: Anne Thurston <athurston@irmt.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:54 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

| write in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which would repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection. | personally want to be able to chose what | eat, and | am |
am very grateful when organic food is available.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Anne Thurston

3639 Keoniana Road
Princeville, HI 96722
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AGRtestimony

From: Michael May <mmay@hra.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:13 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Michael May

Broken Bow Lane
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274
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AGRtestimony

From: Barbara Mattson <bmat255255@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:06 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Barbara Mattson

3846 L Honoapiilani Rd
Lahaina, HI 96761
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From: Carissa Fajardo <SCARShelter@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:05 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Carissa Fajardo

95-167 Paao Place
Mililani, HI 96789
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From: Jen Lootens <Jlootens135@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:55 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Jen Lootens

5551 W 6th street
Los angeles, CA 90036
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From: charles ice <icec002@hawaii.rr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:52 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

Thank you for this opportunity to support small organic farmers by rejecting section 5 of HB 961 which repeals the
historic organic farming tax credit. As a long-standing member of the Honolulu Council's Agriculture Development Task
Force, | have listened to farmers struggling to get out from under onerous conditions, and learned how dangerous it is to
put all farmers in the same box. Organic agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing
issues of our time — economic revitalization, climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
charlesice

98-633 kilinoe st
aiea, HI 96701
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From: Pat Simmons <Jahniappleseed@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:47 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Pat Simmons

P.O. Box 1088
Haiku, HI 96708
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From: Pat Simmons <Jahniappleseed@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:47 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Pat Simmons

P.O. Box 1088
Haiku, HI 96708
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From: Joy Gorman <joy_gorman888@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:40 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Joy Gorman

92 Ala Apapa Pl
Makawao, HI 96768
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From: LeAnn Yamamoto <Saaaachi@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:29 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
LeAnn Yamamoto

8794 west quarto ave
Littleton, CO 80128
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From: Maggie Barrington <maggie32216@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:33 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Maggie Barrington

7808 Bridgeview Place
Jacksonville, FL 32216
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From: Brian Emmons <brimohi@msn.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:36 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Brian Emmons

1755 Waiola St
Honolulu, HI 96826
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From: Paul Solomon <skysonghealing@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:35 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Paul Solomon

PO Box 1183
Haiku, HI 96708
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From: Heather Regan-Suckow <rugr8ful2day@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 3:39 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Heather Regan-Suckow

483 East Jefferson St.
Dimondale, M| 48821
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From: Linda Root <brugmansiawoman@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 3:33 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Linda Root

5068 Kawaihau Road
Kapaa, HI 96746
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From: Kim Y <Momdee355@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 3:19 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
KimY

141st
Jamaica, NY 11436
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From: Cara Pepe <Carapepe05@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 3:17 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Cara Pepe

6202 e turquoise
Pv, AZ 85253
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From: Allison Zito <allisonzitoandson@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 2:55 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Allison Zito

101 Pearl Street
Claremont, NH 03743
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From: Jennifer Crawford <nunamakerjenny@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 2:54 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Jennifer Crawford

8065 Northridge Road
Johnstown, OH 43031
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From: Renee Caton <mrsrcaton@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 2:28 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Renee Caton

1700 Justin Dr
Gambrills, MD 21054
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From: Felisa Iglesias <F.iglesias29@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 1:38 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Subject: In Opposition of Section 5 of HB961 (Hearing on 2/15/2017 at 8:40am)

LATE

Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and members of the committee,

I am writing in strong opposition to section 5 of HB 961 which repeal the historic organic farming tax credit. Organic
agriculture has a huge role to play in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time — economic revitalization,
climate change, public health, and environmental protection.

The growing demand for locally grown, certified-organic produce and products in Hawai‘i greatly exceeds supply, and
Hawai‘i farmers face numerous barriers that deter them from entering the organic sector. These include the financial
and paperwork requirements associated with obtaining and maintaining organic certification and higher costs for
organic materials, such as fertilizer, which can be double that of conventional farming.

The tax credit will help off-set those costs and encourage growth of the organic sector. We must do all that we can to
protect these growing businesses and allow them to thrive.

Please protect this important support mechanism for Hawai ‘i’'s small organic farmers. Thank you for your time.
Felisa Iglesias

2019 Jackson St
Hollywood, FL 33020
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