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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE, 2017 H . B. N c~.
STATE OF HAWAII

A BILL FOR AN ACT
RELATING TO EARLY LEARNING.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

1 SECTION 1. The purpose of this Act is to appropriate funds

2 for the executive office on early learning to enter into

3 contracts with third party providers for family—child

4 interaction learning programs as part of a mixed—delivery early

5 learning system to ensure school readiness for Hawaii’s children

6 prior to entering kindergarten.

7 SECTION 2. There is appropriated out of the general

8 revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $ or so much

9 thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2017—2018 and the

10 same sum or so much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year

11 2018—2019 for family—child interaction learning programs.

12 The sums appropriated shall be expended by the executive

13 office on early learning for the purposes of this Act.

14 SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2017.

INTRODUCED BY: _____________________________

JAN 232017
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H.B. NO. ~

Report Title:
Executive Office on Early Learning; Family-Child Interaction
Learning Programs; Appropriation

Description:
Makes an appropriation for the Executive Office on Early
Learning to enter into contracts with third party providers for
family—child interaction learning programs. Appropriates funds.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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GOVERNOR 

 
 

  

 

CATHERINE PAYNE 
CHAIRPERSON

STATE OF HAWAII 
STATE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL COMMISSION 

(ʻAHA KULA HOʻĀMANA) 
http://CharterCommission.Hawaii.Gov 

1111 Bishop Street, Suite 516, Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 
Tel:  (808) 586-3775      Fax:  (808) 586-3776 

 
TO: Representative Roy Takumi, Chair 
 Representative Sharon Har, Vice Chair 
 House Committee on Education 
 
FROM: Sione Thompson, Executive Director 
 State Public Charter School Commission 
 
SUBJECT:  HB 937 – RELATING TO EARLY LEARNING 

 Hearing Date: February 8, 2017 
 Time: 2:00 p.m. 
 Location: Conference Room 309 
 

Purpose of Bill: RELATING TO EARLY LEARNING. 
Makes an appropriation for the Executive Office on Early Learning to enter into 
contracts with third party providers for family-child interaction learning 
programs. Appropriates funds. 
 

 
 
STATE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL COMMISSION’S POSTION:  The State Public Charter School 
Commission supports HB 937 – Relating to Early Learning. 
 
The State Public Charter School Commission recognizes the importance of families as children’s 
first teacher. Engaging families contributes to healthy brain development, positive learning 
experiences and children being ready for school 
 
The State Public Charter School Commission supports the Executive Office on Early Learning to 
enter into contracts with third party providers for family-child interaction learning 
programs. For these reason, the Hawaii State Public Charter School Commission respectfully 
requests that the committee pass this bill. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 



AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER  

DAVID Y. IGE 
                GOVERNOR 

                                 STATE OF HAWAI’I 
Executive Office on Early Learning 

1390 Miller Street, Room 303 
HONOLULU, HAWAI’I  96813 

 

         L AUREN MOR IGUCHI              
                    EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR         

 February 7, 2017 
 
TO: Representative Roy Takumi, Chair 
 Representative Sharon Har, Vice Chair 
 House Committee on Education 
 
FROM: Lauren Moriguchi, Director 
 Executive Office on Early Learning 
 
SUBJECT:  HB 937 – Relating to Early Learning 

 Hearing Date: February 8, 2017 
 Time: 2:00 p.m. 
 Location: Conference Room 309 

 
Purpose of Bill: Appropriate funds for the executive office on early learning 
to enter into contracts with third party providers for family child interaction 
learning programs. 

 
 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE ON EARLY LEARNING’S POSITION: The Executive Office on 
Early Learning (EOEL) supports HB 937 with recommendations for amendments. 
 
Family is the single most important influence in a child's life. Parents and families have 
the most direct and lasting impact on children's learning and development of social 
competence. Children thrive when parents actively promote their positive growth and 
development. Families are a child’s first and lifelong partner in education and early 
childhood providers need to build the kind of relationships that engage families as active 
partners early in their child's education.  Family Child Interaction Learning organizations 
have been successful in working with children and families which have resulted in positive 
social, emotional and educational outcomes. 
 
EOEL respectfully requests that the language in SB 711, Section 1 be revised to:  
“The purpose of this Act is to appropriate funds for the Executive Office on Early Learning 
to enter into contracts with third party providers for Family Child Interaction Learning 
organizations to develop and implement programs which support families to take an 
active role in the social, emotional and cognitive development of their young 
children, as a part of a mixed-delivery early childhood system.” 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.  



 

 
 
 
February 7, 2017 
 
To: Representative Roy Takumi, Chair 
 Representative Sharon Har, Vice Chair 
 House Committee on Education 
 
From: Karen Worthington, Project Coordinator 
 Early Childhood Action Strategy  
 
Re:  HB937– Relating to Early Learning 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 309, February 8, 2017, 2:00 PM 
 
Position: Action Strategy supports HB937 Relating to Early Learning 
 
 
Dear Representative Takumi, Representative Har, and Committee Members: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on behalf of Hawaii’s Early 
Childhood Action Strategy, a public private collaborative that recognizes the strength of 
communities and works across sectors to increase the number of young children in 
Hawaii who are born healthy, developing on track, ready for school when they enter 
kindergarten, and proficient learners by third grade.  
 
Action Strategy supports the passage of HB937 because Hawaii’s Family Child 
Interaction Learning programs are an important component of a comprehensive early 
childhood system. The Family Child Interaction Learning organizations have been 
successful in working with children and families which have resulted in positive social, 
emotional and educational outcomes. State funding for these programs will allow more 
families to access these important programs.  
 
Action Strategy is committed to ensuring Hawaii’s young children are healthy, safe and 
ready to learn and HB937 supports that vision. Please feel free to contact me for 
additional information. I can be reached at 808-214-9336 or karen@clnhawaii.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Karen Worthington, JD 
 



 

 850 Richards Street, Suite 201 ● Honolulu, HI 96813 ● 808-531-5502 www.hawaii-can.org ● info@hawaii-can.org 

 
February 6, 2017 
To: Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair Representative Sharon E. Har, Vice Chair Committee on Education  From: Deborah Zysman, Executive Director 
 Hawaii Children’s Action Network 
 
Re:  HB 937 – Relating to Early Learning  
 Hawaii State Capitol, Room 309, February 8, 2017, 2:00 PM 
 
On behalf of Hawaii Children’s Action Network (HCAN), we are writing to support HB 937 – Relating to 
Early Learning. 
 
By providing the Executive Office on Early Learning funding and the opportunity to establish contracts 
with outside vendors for programs, new partnerships and opportunities will be available for our 
community. There are numerous, high quality programs across our state that provide culturally-
relevant, multi-generational, parenting skills and child development programs for low-income, at-risk 
families.  Currently there is not an avenue for these programs to be supported by the state, which 
dramatically limits the number of families they can serve.   
 
For these reasons, HCAN respectfully requests that the committee pass this bill.  
 
HCAN is committed to building a unified voice advocating for Hawaii’s children by improving their safety, 
health, and education. Last fall, HCAN convened input in person and online from more than 50 
organizations and individuals that came forward to support or express interest for a number of issues 
affecting children and families in our state that resulted in the compilation of 2017 Hawai‘i Children’s 
Policy Agenda, which can be accessed at http://www.hawaii-can.org/2017policyagenda. 
 
 



			

	
	
	

Committee	on	Education	
Representative	Roy	Takumi	Chair	
Representative	Sharon	Har,	Vice	Chair	
	
February	8,	2017	
	
Dear	Chair	Takumi,	Vice	Chair	Har,	and	Committee	Members:	
	
This	testimony	is	submitted	in	support	for	HB937	allowing	the	Executive	Office	of	Early	Learning	
to	enter	into	contracts	with	third	party	providers	offering	family-child	interaction	learning	
programs	(FCILs)	
	
The	Hui	for	Excellence	in	Education	(HE‘E)	is	a	diverse	coalition	of	over	40	parent	and	community	
organizations	dedicated	to	improving	student	achievement	by	increasing	family	and	community	
engagement	and	partnerships	in	our	schools.	Our	member	list	is	attached.			
	
The	Coalition	supports	the	State	offering	a	variety	of	early	learning	and	education	options	for	our	
children.		We	like	the	FCILs,	specifically	because	they	are	focused	on	engaging	parents	and	
families	with	their	children	in	these	critical	early	years.		Some	families	may	not	want	to	enroll	
their	children	in	a	traditional	pre-school	program.	FCILs	offer	an	alternative	to	help	
parents/caregivers	build	their	capacity	to	support	their	children,	and	give	them	the	tools	to	
guiding	their	children	when	they	enter	the	K-12	system.			
	
Thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	testify	and	for	your	consideration.	Our	support	of	this	bill	
represents	a	75%	consensus	or	more	of	our	voting	membership.			
	
Sincerely,	
	
Cheri	Nakamura	
HE‘E	Coalition	Director	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



HEʻE	Members	and	Participants	

Academy	21	

After-School	All-Stars	Hawaii	

Alliance	for	Place	Based	Learning	

*Castle	Complex	Community	Council	

*Castle-Kahuku	Principal	and	CAS	

Coalition	for	Children	with	Special	Needs	

*Faith	Action	for	Community	Equity		

Fresh	Leadership	LLC	

Girl	Scouts	Hawaii	

Harold	K.L.	Castle	Foundation	

*Hawai‘i	Afterschool	Alliance		

*Hawai‘i	Appleseed	Center	for	Law	and	
Economic	Justice	

*Hawai‘i	Association	of	School	Psychologists		

Hawai‘i	Athletic	League	of	Scholars	

*Hawai‘i	Charter	School	Network	

*Hawai‘i	Children’s	Action	Network		

Hawai‘i	Nutrition	and	Physical	Activity	
Coalition		

*	Hawai‘i	State	PTSA	

Hawai‘i	State	Student	Council	

Hawai‘i	State	Teachers	Association	

Hawai‘i	P-20	

Hawai‘i	3Rs	

Head	Start	Collaboration	Office	

It’s	All	About	Kids	

*INPEACE	

Joint	Venture	Education	Forum	

Junior	Achievement	of	Hawaii	

Kamehameha	Schools		

Kanu	Hawai‘i	

*Kaua‘i	Ho‘okele	Council	

Keiki	to	Career	Kaua‘i	

Kupu	A‘e	

*Leaders	for	the	Next	Generation	

Learning	First	

McREL’s	Pacific	Center	for	Changing	the	
Odds	

Our	Public	School	

*Pacific	Resources	for	Education	and	
Learning	

*Parents	and	Children	Together	

*Parents	for	Public	Schools	Hawai‘i	

Punahou	School	PUEO	Program	

Teach	for	America	

The	Learning	Coalition	

US	PACOM	

University	of	Hawai‘i	College	of	Education	

YMCA	of	Honolulu	

Voting	Members	(*)	Voting	member	organizations	vote	
on	action	items	while	individual	and	non-voting	
participants	may	collaborate	on	all	efforts	within	the	
coalition.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	













































Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon liar Vice Chair
House Committee on Education

Wednesday, February 08, 2017 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 309

Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our kciki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.

Mahalo

Name (print):

Signature:

Address:
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Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon liar Vice Chair
House Committee on Education

Wednesday, February 08, 2017 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 309

Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our kciki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.

Mahalo
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Address:



Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon Har Vice Chair
House Committee on Education

Wednesday, February 08, 2017 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 309

Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.
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Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon Har Viee Chair
House Committee on Education

Wednesday, February 08, 2017 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 309

Support for I IB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, T am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. Tt is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support I IB 937.
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Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon liar Vice Chair
House Committee on Education

Wednesday, February 08, 2017 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 309

Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.
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Signature:
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Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon Har Vice Chair
House Committee on Education

Wednesday, February 08, 2017 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 309

Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.
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Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon Har Vice Chair
House Committee on Education
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Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family ehild
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.
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Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon liar Vice Chair
House Committee on Education
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Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our kciki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.
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Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon liar Vice Chair
House Committee on Education
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Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaetion learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.
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Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
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Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, 1 am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.
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Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support tor the funding of family ehild
interaetion learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.
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Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon Har Viee Chair
House Committee on Education

Wednesday, February 08, 2017 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 309

Support for HB 937, Relating to Rarly Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation,

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.
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Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon Mar Vice Chair
House Committee on Education

Wednesday, February 08, 2017 2:45 PM, Conf. Room 309

Support for HB 937, Relating to Barly Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning proeess. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.
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Support for I IB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our kciki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works elosely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.
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Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon liar Vice Chair
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Support for IIB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support Cor the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.
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Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support I-IB 937.
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Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon liar Vice Chair
House Committee on Education
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Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.
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Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.

Please support HB 937.

Mahalo

Name (print):

Signature: __C
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interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
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Support for HB 937, Relating to Early Learning

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child
interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to
society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their
child's first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a
system without the proper preparation.
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Representative Roy Takumi, Chair 
Representative Sharon Har Vice Chair 
House Committee on Education 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
Wednesday, February 08, 2017  2:45 PM, Conf. Room 309 
 
Support for HB 937,  Relating to Early Learning 
 
 
Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of family child 
interaction learning programs.   
 
These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the transition 
into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-term savings to 
society when a child receives proper educational preparation. 
 
Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be their 
child’s first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to be well 
informed and how to be an advocate for their child.  
 
Funding for these programs will provide a needed service to many of our keiki who today must enter a 
system without the proper preparation.   
 
 
Please support HB 937. 
 
Mahalo 
 
 
 
Daniel Goya 
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Comments:  
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Aloha,  
I am a Teacher at a community-based preschool serving Native Hawaiian families in the Ko’olaupoko 
district and I strongly support this bill.  Research has shown that quality education is critical for life-long 
success outcomes and overall economic success per the National Conference of State Legislators 2016 
report: 
“Continuing positive long-term effects of high-quality early childhood care and education on low-income 
3- and 4-year-olds.  Overall, the study recently documented a return to society of more than $17 for 
every dollar invested in the early care and education program, primarily because of the large continuing 
effect on the reduction of male crime.  These new figures are a dramatic increase in long-term returns.” 
Highlights from the study’s major findings include: 
 Economic/Workforce:  More of the group who received high-quality early education than the non-

program group were employed at age 40 (76 percent vs. 62 percent). 
 Education:  More of the group who received high-quality early education, particularly females, 

graduated from high school than the non-program group. 
 Crime Prevention:  The group who received high-quality early education had significantly fewer 

arrests than the non-program group (36 percent vs. 55 percent were arrested five times or more). 
For more information: www.highscope.org/Research/PerryProject/PerryAge40SumWeb.pdf. 
Hawai’i needs to provide and support quality early education programs for young children for an 
investment in children is an investment in our futures.  
 
Mahalo, 
Kali M. Linder 
Klinder@hawaii.edu 
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PERSON TESTIFYING: Robyn S. B. Chun 
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LOCATION: State Capitol Conference Room 937 
 
TITLE OF BILL: HB 937 RELATING TO EARLY LEARNING 
 
Honorable Chair, Roy Takumi, Vice Chair Ohno and Committee Members 
 
I strongly support of HB 937 which allows an appropriation for the Executive Office on 
Early Learning to enter into contracts with third party providers for family-child 
interaction learning programs. 
 
HB 937 enables the Executive Office of Early Learning (EOEL) to contract with family 
child interaction learning (FCIL) programs so they may be included as part of a mixed-
delivery early learning system. The FCILs are recognized in statute as one of the 4 types 
of early learning programs that make up our current birth - PK early education system. 
These programs originated from the Native Hawaiian community because the other 
options available were inaccessible or were structured in ways that were unable to meet 
the needs of Native Hawaiian ʻOhana. In areas with high populations of Native 
Hawaiians, FCILS and other innovative programs were created by leaders within these 
communities that were sensitive to the cultural values and concerns of Native Hawaiians 
and Pacific Islander families. 
 
The FCILS are a vital link in our system of early learning services. These programs reach 
out to families at homeless shelters, in the prisons, on the beaches, or in their 
communities in ways that enable them to reach families who are the most likely not to be 
able or willing to make use of more conventional preschools. The organizations that 
created these programs listened and designed programs based on what they knew about 
families in Native Hawaiian communities rather than asking families to make choices that 
are difficult such as putting the care and learning of a preschool aged child over a 
younger sibling who may be a toddler. They have particularly powerful family 
engagement practices that accomplish much more than support a child's development and 
learning. They engage in powerful, intergenerational community development work. 
 
Furthermore, because they have benefited from the generous federal dollars Senator 
Inouye has championed for programs that serve Native Hawaiians, they have a history of 
collecting data to evaluate outcomes based on assessments that are well recognized in the 
field such as the ASQ, ASQ-SE, and PPVT and to seek other quality measures such as 
program accreditation by the National Association for the Education of Young Children. 
Moreover, FCILS contribute to workforce development in a way that supports the 
economic independence of parents by making recruiting from within the communities 
they serve and enabling those working with our youngest keiki to attend college and 
obtain a degree or to better themselves through job embedded professional development. 



The workplace practices of FCILs are supportive of the values and competing familial 
demands placed particularly on young mothers who are Native Hawaiians or Pacific 
Islanders.  
 
The FCILs go where no one will go, reach out to people who other programs do not 
touch, and encourage the voice and conviction of the parents and families within our 
most vulnerable communities. If we are going to turn around the career and college 
readiness of our most vulnerable keiki and empower their parents to become financially 
self-sustaining, these programs must be included as part of our solution. We have much 
to learn from them. Including FCILS in legislation is critical as we strive to build an early 
learning system that builds on the collective strengths and assets of our community based 
and public institutions. By doing so we will be able to make sure that the early childhood 
practitioners that serve in these programs obtain vital resources and also that the rest of 
the early learning system, including our public school settings, are able to learn from their 
successes.  
 
 
 
Robyn Chun, M.Ed. 
Teacher Educator 
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 
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