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February 7, 2017

To: Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Vice Chair
House Committee on Education

From: Karen Worthington, Project Coordinator
Early Childhood Action Strategy

Re: HB937- Relating to Early Learning
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 309, February 8, 2017, 2:00 PM

Position: Action Strategy supports HB937 Relating to Early Learning

Dear Representative Takumi, Representative Har, and Committee Members:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on behalf of Hawaii’'s Early
Childhood Action Strategy, a public private collaborative that recognizes the strength of
communities and works across sectors to increase the number of young children in
Hawaii who are born healthy, developing on track, ready for school when they enter
kindergarten, and proficient learners by third grade.

Action Strategy supports the passage of HB937 because Hawaii’s Family Child
Interaction Learning programs are an important component of a comprehensive early
childhood system. The Family Child Interaction Learning organizations have been
successful in working with children and families which have resulted in positive social,
emotional and educational outcomes. State funding for these programs will allow more
families to access these important programs.

Action Strategy is committed to ensuring Hawaii’'s young children are healthy, safe and
ready to learn and HB937 supports that vision. Please feel free to contact me for
additional information. | can be reached at 808-214-9336 or karen@clnhawaii.org.

Sincerely,

meo.am

Karen Worthington, JD



841 Bishop St., Suite 301 Telephone: 808 926-1530

HUI FOR EXCELLENCE
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 IN EDUCATION Contact@HEECoalition.org

Committee on Finance
Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
Representative Ty Cullen, Vice Chair

February 28, 2017
Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Committee Members:

This testimony is submitted in support for HB937 HD1 allowing the Executive Office of Early
Learning to enter into contracts with third party providers offering family-child interaction
learning programs (FCILs)

The Hui for Excellence in Education (HE‘E) is a diverse coalition of over 40 parent and community
organizations dedicated to improving student achievement by increasing family and community
engagement and partnerships in our schools. Our member list is attached.

The Coalition supports the State offering a variety of early learning and education options for our
children. We like the FCILs, specifically because they are focused on engaging parents and
families with their children in these critical early years. Some families may not want to enroll
their children in a traditional pre-school program. FCILs offer an alternative to help
parents/caregivers build their capacity to support their children, and give them the tools to
guiding their children when they enter the K-12 system.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify and for your consideration. Our support of this bill
represents a 75% consensus or more of our voting membership.

Sincerely,

Cheri Nakamura
HE‘E Coalition Director
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KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS®

House Committee on Finance
Time: 3:00 p.m.
Date: February 28, 2017
Where: Conference Room 308
TESTIMONY

By Ka‘ano‘i Walk
Kamehameha Schools

To: Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the Committee

RE: HB 937 HD1, Relating to Early Learning.

E ka Luna Ho‘omalu Luke, ka Hope Luna Ho‘omalu Cullen a me na Lala o ke Komike Waiwai o ka Hale
o na Lunamaka‘ainana, aloha! My name is Ka‘ano‘i Walk and I serve as the Senior Policy Analyst of the
Kaiamahi Community Education Group of Kamehameha Schools.

We are writing to support HB 937 HD1, relating to early learning, and offer the following comments:

Early childhood education and parental support is the cornerstone of the Kamehameha Schools Education
Strategic Plan adopted in 2005, which seeks to foster long-term intergenerational change in the way
Native Hawaiian families approach learning. Research demonstrates that early education is a key factor in
lifelong success for all children, and we strongly urge the legislature to promote, enhance and support the
efforts of the State of Hawai‘i to appropriately address the needs of Hawai‘i’s pre-Kindergarten children,
including supporting family-child interaction learning programs as part of a mixed-delivery early learning
system. By allowing the Executive Office on Early Learning to enter into contracts with third party
providers for family-child interaction learning programs, this measure will help to ensure school readiness
for Hawai‘i’s children prior to entering kindergarten, especially Native Hawaiians.

Founded in 1887, Kamehameha Schools is an organization striving to advance a thriving Lahui where all
Native Hawaiians are successful, grounded in traditional values, and leading in the local and global
communities. We believe that community success is individual success, Hawaiian culture-based
education leads to academic success and local leadership drives global leadership.

‘A‘ohe hana nui ke alu ‘ia. No task is too large when we all work together! Mahalo nui.



Chamberos Commerce HAWAI |

The Voice of Business

Testimony to the House Committee on Finance
Tuesday, February 28, 2017 at 3:00 P.M.
Conference Room 308, State Capitol

RE: HOUSE BILL 937 HD1 RELATING TO EARLY LEARNING

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the Committee:

The Chamber of Commerce Hawaii ("The Chamber") supports HB 937 HD1, which
makes an appropriation for the Executive Office on Early Learning to enter into contracts with
third party providers for family-child interaction learning organizations.

The Chamber is Hawaii’s leading statewide business advocacy organization, representing
about 1,600+ businesses. Approximately 80% of our members are small businesses with less
than 20 employees. As the “Voice of Business” in Hawaii, the organization works on behalf of
members and the entire business community to improve the state’s economic climate and to
foster positive action on issues of common concern.

The Chamber strongly believes that focusing on early childhood is critical because brain
development takes place by age five. We believe it is imperative to begin investing early in a
child’s life, when the brain is in this state of tremendous growth potential. In 2008, the Hawaii
Economic Benefits Study of early education for Hawai’i showed that for every $1 Hawai’i
invests in a quality four-year early learning program, the state will receive a return of $4.20. This
is not only about return of investment, but in providing for our employees and their children.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

1132 Bishop Street, Suite 2105 e Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 e Phone: (808) 545-4300 e Facsimile: (808) 545-4369



February 27,2017

Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
Representative Ty Cullen
House Finance Committee

HB 937

Aloha Finance Committee,

Aloha, I am submitting this testimony to express my very strong support for the funding of
family child interaction learning programs.

These programs provide families with tremendous support and prepare our keiki to make the
transition into the formal learning process. Research has shown that there is a tremendous long-
term savings to society when a child receives proper educational preparation.

Family child interaction learning programs works closely with parents to teach them how to be
their child’s first and foremost educator. It is a mixed delivery system that also equips parents to

be well informed and how to be an advocate for their child.

After meeting with early learning communitites and coalitions [ would like to add
a friendly ammendent to address the following edit to Section I:

Beginning on line 4 to read, “interaction learning programs which provide appropriate

developmental programs offering opportunities for family and community engagement and
parent education and support”

Mahalo for your time and consideration,

o O

Daniel Goya



LAUREN MORIGUCHI
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DAVID Y. IGE
GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAT'| Ry ?
Executive Office on Early Learning J 4
1390 Miller Street, Room 303
HONOLULU, HAWAI'l 96813

February 27, 2017

TO: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
Representative Ty Cullen, Vice Chair
House Committee on Finance

FROM: Lauren Moriguchi, Director
Executive Office on Early Learning

SUBJECT: HB 937, HD 1 — Relating to Early Learning
Hearing Date: February 28, 2017
Time: 3:00 p.m.
Location: Conference Room 308

Purpose of Bill: Appropriate funds for the executive office on early learning
to enter into contracts with third party providers for family child interaction
learning programs.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE ON EARLY LEARNING’S POSITION: The Executive Office on
Early Learning (EOEL) supports HB 937, HD 1 with recommendations for amendments.

Family is the single most important influence in a child's life. Parents and families have
the most direct and lasting impact on children's learning and development of social
competence. Children thrive when parents actively promote their positive growth and
development. Families are a child’s first and lifelong partner in education and early
childhood providers need to build the kind of relationships that engage families as active
partners early in their child's education.

EOEL respectfully requests that the language in HB 937, HD 1, Section 1, lines 1-7, be
revised to: “The purpose of this Act is to appropriate funds for the Executive Office on
Early Learning to enter into contracts with third party providers for the implementation of
services which offer opportunities for family and community engagement as well as
parent education and support.” Section 2, lines 12 — 17 should also be replaced with
the following, “...the Executive Office on Early Learning to enter into contracts with third
party providers to develop and implement programs that support families to take an active
role in the social, emotional, and cognitive development of their young children.”

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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" PARENTS AND
CHILDREN TOGETHER

TO: Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the House Committee on Finance
FROM: Ryan Kusumoto, President & CEO of Parents And Children Together (PACT)
DATE/LOCATION: Tuesday, February 28, 2017; 3:00 p.m., Conference Room 308

RE: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 937 HD 1 - RELATING TO EARLY LEARNING

We support the intent of HB 937 HD 1 — Relating to Early Learning. We support more early
intervention and learning opportunities for our keiki, especially to the most vulnerable families in our
community. Participation in early learning and development programs for school readiness have
immediate and long-term benefits that include higher levels of educational achievement, reduced
homelessness, reduced crime, reduced substance abuse, improved health, and overall better social and
economic well-being.

The first 5 years of a child’s life provides the foundation for future growth and development. Access to
programs at an early age will help early identification of developmental, social-emotional, and early
learning issues.

Family-child interaction learning (FCIL) programs have a role in serving our keiki. We support FCIL’s
that will provide comprehensive services to families most in need, that includes but not limited to: case
management services, health and wellness support, education, crisis intervention, and employment
support services for parents and caregivers. FCIL programs working in conjunction with a system of
early learning (that includes center-based services, home visiting and family childcare) can assist our
keiki and families.

It is of crucial importance that we invest in our keiki. Children in Hawaii, no matter what their
circumstance, deserve a chance. This is also a key component to our war on intergenerational poverty.

Founded in 1968, Parents And Children Together (PACT) is one of Hawaii’s not-for-profit organizations
providing a wide array of innovative and educational social services to families in need. Assisting more
than 18,000 people across the state annually, PACT helps families identify, address and successfully
resolve challenges through its 16 programs. Among its services are: early education programs, domestic
violence prevention and intervention programs, child abuse prevention and intervention programs, child
and adolescent behavioral health programs, and community building programs.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 937 HD 1, please contact me at (808) 847-
3285 or rkusumoto@pacthawaii.org if you have any questions.

1485 Linapuni Street, Suite 105, Honolulu, Hawai’i 96819
Tel. (808) 847-3285 Fax (808) 841-1485 www.pacthawaii.org


mailto:trisha.kajimura@catholiccharitieshawaii.org
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q Building a unified voice for Hawaii's children

February 27,2017

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
Representative Ty J.K. Cullen, Vice Chair
Committee on Finance

From: Deborah Zysman, Executive Director
Hawaii Children’s Action Network

Re: HB 937 HD 1- Relating to Early Learning
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 308, February 28, 2017, 3:00 PM

On behalf of Hawaii Children’s Action Network (HCAN), we are writing to support HB 937 HD 1 —
Relating to Early Learning.

By providing the Executive Office on Early Learning funding and the opportunity to establish contracts
with outside vendors for programs, new partnerships and opportunities will be available for our
community. There are numerous, high quality programs across our state that provide culturally-
relevant, multi-generational, parenting skills and child development programs for low-income, at-risk
families. Currently there is notan avenue for these programs to be supported by the state, which
dramatically limits the number of families they can serve.

For these reasons, HCAN respectfully requests that the committee pass this bill.

HCAN is committed to building a unified voice advocating for Hawaii’s children by improving their safety,
health, and education. Last fall, HCAN convened input in person and online from more than 50
organizations and individuals that came forward to support or express interest for a number of issues
affecting children and families in our state that resulted in the compilation of 2017 Hawai'‘i Children’s
Policy Agenda, which can be accessed at http://www.hawaii-can.org/2017policyagenda.

850 Richards Street, Suite 201 e Honolulu, HI 96813 e 808-531-5502
www.hawaii-can.org e info@hawaii-can.org
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