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To:  The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair 

and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
 

Date:  Wednesday, February 1, 2017 
Time:  2:00 P.M. 
Place:  Conference Room 329, State Capitol 
 
From:  Maria E. Zielinski, Director 
  Department of Taxation 
 

Re:  H.B. 769, Relating to Taxation 
 

 The Department of Taxation (Department) offers the following comments on H.B. 769 
for your consideration. 
 
 H.B. 769 amends the tax on large cigars by replacing the current rate of 50% of the 
wholesale price with a rate of the lesser of either 50 cents per cigar or 50% of the wholesale 
price.  HB. 769 is effective or large cigars sold on or after July 1, 2017. 
 
 The Department defers to the Department of Health with respect to the effect this 
measure would have on the health of the State of Hawaii. 
 
 If the Committee wishes to advance this measure, the Department requests that the 
applicable sales and effective dates be changed to January 1, 2018 respectively to allow for the 
necessary form and instruction changes 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Testimony STRONGLY OPPOSING HB 769, “Relating To Taxation” 
 
The American Heart Association STRONGLY OPPOSES HB 769, “Relating to 
Taxation.” 
 
Cigar use is a significant public health concern. Cigars—just like cigarettes and other 
tobacco products—are not safe. Cigar smoking exposes users to toxic chemicals; 
causes cancer of the oral cavity, larynx, esophagus, and lung; and increases risk for 
heart disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and aortic aneurysm. Exposure to 
secondhand cigar smoke also places nonsmokers at risk. 
 
While cigarette smoking has been gradually declining in the United States, cigar 
smoking has recently increased dramatically. More importantly, cigar smoking is not 
limited to adults; it is the second most common form of tobacco use among youth. The 
most recent Youth Risk Behavior Survey data shows young adults (ages 18-24) have 
the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that 
smoked cigars in the past month. Cigars also appeal to youth because they, unlike 
cigarettes, can be purchased individually.   
 
Cigars are Under Taxed & Less Restricted. The federal government and almost all of 
the states compound these problems by sharply under-taxing cigars compared to 
cigarettes, often making smaller cigars a less-expensive alternative to cigarettes. 
Moreover, many laws and restrictions pertaining to cigarettes – such as federal laws 
banning flavored cigarettes, blocking illegal Internet sales and restricting cigarette 
marketing – do not apply to cigars. 
 
In addition, Hawaii data shows that state tax revenue for cigar sales actually rose 
between Fiscal Year 2015 and 2016, increasing by 3.9%, indicating a need to not only 
stay the course on these taxes, but to begin considering actually raising them to serve 
as a dissuasion to young people considering experimentation with these lethal products.   
 
Because of these reasons, the AHA strongly opposes suggestions that cigar taxes be 
capped or reduced. If anything, cigar taxes should be increased to create parity with 
cigarette taxes in Hawaii. 
 
The American Heart Association urges legislators to oppose HB 769. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Donald B. Weisman 
Hawaii Government Relations/Communications Director 
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January 27, 2017 
 
To the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
 
To: The Honorable Angus McKelvey, Chair  

The Honorable Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair  
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce  

 
Hrg:  February 1, 2017 at 2:00pm at Capitol Room 329 
 
I strongly oppose HB769, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 
50 percent of the wholesale price for each cigar.  I serve as the Hawai`i director for the American Lung 
Association of the Mountain Pacific; our mission is to save lives by improving lung health and preventing 
lung disease.   
 
There are no safe tobacco products, and there is no safe level of exposure to tobacco smoke.  Cigar 
smoke, like cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer-causing chemicals that are harmful to both 
smokers and nonsmokers.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, 
cigar smoking causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).  All cigar 
smokers, whether or not they inhale, directly expose their lips, mouth, tongue, throat and larynx to 
tobacco smoke and its toxic and cancer causing chemicals. 
 
Hawai‘i ranks among the highest in the nation on passing smoke-free and tobacco control laws 
protecting our residents and children. Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the 
wrong public health message. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. 
Lowering the tax on large cigars compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more 
affordable to price-sensitive youth and encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather 
than quit. One of the most effective ways to discourage tobacco use is to maintain high taxes on these 
deadly products.   
 
Our State has been leading the way in tobacco control, this bill is a step backwards for our State.  We 
strongly oppose HB769 and ask you to hold this bill in committee. 
 
I can be reached at 808-687-5375 or Kim.Nguyen@lung.org, should you have any questions.  Thank you 
for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
 
Mahalo, 
 
 
Kim Nguyen, MSW 
Executive Director – Hawai`i 
American Lung Association of the Mountain Pacific 
 

mailto:Kim.Nguyen@lung.org


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, January 29, 2017 10:53 AM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: johnathon.g.myers@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/29/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Johnathon G. Myers 
Cigar Rights of America, 

Hawaii 
Support Yes 

 
 
Comments: Testimony to SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars. I am 
writing to you today as a consumer of large premium cigars and to urge you to 
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 871 (SB 871), companion House Bill 1332 (HB 
1332) and House Bill 769 (HB 769) written only as an excise tax cap on large or 
premium cigars.As a large premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 871, HB 1332, 
and HB 769 will protect my passion for large premium cigars and will no longer deny 
large premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code.Furthermore, SB 871, HB 
1332 and HB 769 will also benefit small businesses, consumers, and in turn the state by 
encouraging in-state purchases of large premium cigars. The excise tax cap will 
facilitate large premium cigar retailers to better price their products, compete in the 
national and international market for retail sales of large premium cigars, and ultimately 
generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue. In addition, SB 871, HB 1332 
and HB 769 are purely proposed tax bills; therefore any testimony not directly related to 
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony. Also, I urge you to PREVENT 
these bills from being “gutted and replaced” with other language unrelated to an excise 
tax cap on large or premium cigars; it is an unethical circumvention and manipulation of 
the proper process for public involvement.In closing, I respectfully ask that you 
SUPPORT Hawaiʻi large premium cigar consumers, small businesses, distributors, and 
manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 871, House Bill 1332 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Cigar Rights of America, Hawaii petition 
 
Dustin Hao 
Thomas Baldwin 
Daniel Axelrod 
Kevin Ishikawa 
Earl Yoshii 
Gary Cadinha 
Jonathan Myers 
Donell Freeman 
Eric Lee 
Michael Ryker (?) 
Loren __?__ 
Paul __?__ 
Ted Ling 
Dory Jay Kong 
David __?__ 
Jake Hooper 
Michael Ramos 
Gary Rapoza 
Leroy Woods Jr. 
Henry Sims 
Robert Dunn 
Mark Denis 
William __?__ 
Samuel __?__ 
Jeremy Roller 
Alan Kane 
Marvin Chang 
Kyle Miyahara 
Randall Woo 
Jessey Gutierrez 
Morgan Hill 
Gunther __?__ 
Leigh Kamekona 
Bronson Silva 
Adrian __?__ 
Ken Hoshi 
Thomas Stockwell 



N-'|r'Ii I h..'ma'| |-rllhu
' . T

_ " _ l"._ Q3 _-%.\1.1l..t.'.
I" Y. "'- at l -1-'I'¢-'-"'.-lfllw1. Hrs“-m Lllflrrga lav,-1|-|

.-—-'—-_,_ -. In =' ‘ —-_ = II-I‘ '-"r r -. -. :|l'-‘é it | '24.-t ii ".5‘ -H-;__-| ..___ : :, : r |_|| __ —-_.--""'-._ ~=_ -._=-_ :-_
at-—fll_'!'::'i; -I __ 1;-__-I‘

_"— ..___| '| 11:‘ . I L,"-
T. -L'-

Cigar Rights ef America, Hawai‘i
HE: Petitien te SL1!-'P'[JRT an eaeise tax I.'a|1 ul' Sll'.5lI- rm la rgr: ejgars.

I am writing te yutt teday as a eensttttter el' large prerttiuut eigars and tu urge yuu tel Sl_|lPPCI'RT
and vete ATE en Senate Bill SH {SB H71]-. eeirtpanitzn llrrase Hill I331 ll-lB 1.331} attr.l Heusr
Hill ‘H59 {Elli ‘H1-El} written ttrtlg.-' as an erreise ta.‘-: eap eta large er tttemiltm eigzlrs.

.-“ts a large ]'tremitttr| eigar eensttrrter ant] erttlttlsiasl SB HT-‘I . llli I3-31. an-El Ill} 759 will prfitt.‘-El
my passie-n ii:-r large premium eigars and will tltt lauger tlettgr large premium eigars Pilflljf and
|'airrtess under the tas erate.

Ftu'themte1'e. SB E71. HE 1331 and Ill! T69 will alse henefit small husinessea eeusumers. and
in tum the state hy enee-ttraging in-slate pureltases at" large premium eigars. The eseise taa eap
will faeililale large 11-rerttium eigar retailers te better priee their precluets. ettmpete in the natie-rtal
and internatienal marl-zet far retail sales eE'l:trge prerniunt eigsll"-t. flltd I-l]Tl!T"Ifl'l¢l}-' g.e|te1'ale}tesi1ive
gre.-wtlt el'i1t-stateje|:ts an-tl tea reverttle.

ht atidltiertt Bill I-I'll. HB I331 and HE 'l't}'-II art: [_1ur|:|}' prep-trlsed litre hills; l|1I1*l‘*i|i"-Ire an;-I testlmettjr
net direetljr related te tasatiun sheuhl he rlistttisszetl as unrelated tesrintetty.

rtlsu, I urge yea te l‘I~l.1-I‘t-'l*Il‘s'"l' these hills E'ruru being “gtitterl aml replaeetl“ with ether language
unrelated te an eseise tart_eg[|_|t_trt_|_ttrgv::_»:ft-_r__['t-1'_|;lttilJ1t‘: eigars; it is an uttethieal eireumventittn arttl
tttrtnipttlatieit e|l"tl1e prttper preleess Fat‘ |1-uhlie irt1.'t.|-l-tre1t"tent.

lu elrt-sing, [ re.sp|;-e1i1|l1},- as]-1 that ;-mu fill l’l’lf_}Ft'l‘ |lawai‘i large premitun eigar eettst|mers_ small
httsinesses, tlislrihtttttrsr am! ittattufaetwers attrl ante ATE en Sen ale Bill ST], Huuse llill I331
amt llnuse Hill Th‘; written -Dl'tl]|-' as art er-teise lax ea|1 en Eagw: gel:-rerni_|;r:_t_ei_g_

T1151-|_l-; }'t_t||_1 lijf 3-uttr time and atteuti-ar: an this taaatiett rttatter.
I

E-Lirteerelgr,

Ftignatu|'e:__ _--_;-“"_ i _ Date:

l‘ri=n=:|.| Hrmte l'll1i'*'-7*

melt ~t-we-=-5: l?lT1='.~'lt'.14%'.l—.E 5lr:~h..e..-£.~=t: _.
I-'1i[t-e-:1-de: alt, 'l"'l"~[
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iiCigar Rights nf Ameriea.,_Hawai

hilt: Petitinn tn l-il.'l’l’Ul{'l' att eseise ta: eit_|_t uf Sll.5ll nn large eiga rs.

I am writing In _'§.'t.'ZIi_| tn-dag,‘ asa enusumer n:l' large |1remium eigars an-tl In urge j.-'t1u tn 2'il.ll’l’t'.l-[-i‘.'l'
and ente A"r'lI1 nit Hettate Bill 3?] {SI} ii?! }. euntnaninn Ilnuse ll-ill [332 [1-I]-I H32} and Heuse
Bill '."li9 {HE 7159'] written nnly as an -. gig; _tas_eap_u|Llg|;ge er prernium eigars.L‘;

its a large premium eigar eettsttmer and enthusiast SB S71. lll_l- I332. and lll-I TEN will prnteet
tn}-' passieu t'nr large |'t|'errtiutrt eigars and will nn lnitger deny large prentiurn eigars parity’ and
iaimess under the tat-t ende.

Furtherntnte, SB 31"], HB 1.331 and HE T59‘ will alsn henelit small hnsinesses. et".I11sI.Imet's, and
in turn the state hjr enee-uragiitg in-state purchases ni' large premium eigars- l'lte e:~:eise tas eap
will faeilitale large premium eigar mtailers tn it-etter nriee their preduets. eempete in the natinnal
and interuatinnal ntarl-tel int‘ retail sales nflarge 1:-remittm eigars, and ullintatel;-.-' generate it-r:-sititre
gmwtlt nl'i1t-state jebs and tas revenue.

In atltlitinit. .‘-ill HT]. llli 1331 and llli 'l'ti|‘.i' are purely prttptrsetl las hills; Iltfiffllitffl EH11-' If5lllTlfll‘I1~'
rte-tdi|'eetlgr related tn tasatien shnuld he dismissed as unrelated te.stintn1t}r.

Alsn. I urge grna In P[~t]i."J Iii‘-t"l' these hills frem being “gutted and re plaeeti“ with ntlter language
unrelated tn art e:~:eise tax eap nu large nr prerninrn eigals: it is an unetltieai eireumverttinn and
maninttlatinn nl'the rt-tnper |ttrneess liar puhlie irwnitretnent-

In elnsing_ l |'espeetfully as!-: dtat 1-mtt 5i_lF'PURT liawai‘i large [1I'Il:1l'!lt.l]'fl eigar ettttsulttera. srltall
hnsinesses_ distri htttnrs, and ntanttlitetnrers and ente ATIII nn H-en ate Hill ET], lltmse Bill 1332
arttl Huuse Riil i"ti"il' written t'!||il':|-' as an e:~:eise ta.‘-: ea|'.t en large er e-retrtittrrt eigars.

Tltartlt 1-'nu Fer ;rn'|.1.r time an-Ll atlentin-I1 an this tasatinn matter.
I

Hirteerely, --'1
.I'

biigtiatur-e; -* _-_-_-=' _‘_ -':l_ “H lilatez _|__|l11_'il-':l
s_- '

l‘ri=1l-='J Hwitri “ft-tar\»e-s -_liie..ld~r.e'ir?t.
l'i|l1£|ll .-luitiress: -|-|;_n|,u-;.; -,1'_{r:_p._ Lrs-.lel=-’:I\_lliT;lT-lF1f-_1;£'ll_:f______

i",i|1-er.Hle: _1'l-I filfll _
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Cigar Rights nf Ameriea. Hawai
I-ll-L: l’etitiun tn 5L-'ll'P'l'."l'l'l.T an etteise ta: t::|]| nt'5ll.!-ill nn la rge Clglllj.

l um writiitg tn ynu tn-day as a enttsumer nl' large premium eigars and tn urge ynu tn E-il_i PFC! RT
and ynte !|t"it'E nit Senate Hill E-Tl [SB it'll]. eumpaninn llnuse Hill [332 {HH l332}arttl Huttse
[Iill 'l'ti"i|' [llll 'l'ti":i'l written unly as an eggeise ta:-; eap nit large nr premium eigar‘.-:.

fits a large premium eigar eunsumer anti enthusiast SH ET] . Ill] l33-2. and HE Elli‘? will prnteet
my passieu let‘ large pretrtium cigars and will nn ltrutge-|' deny large premium eigars parity and
titirrtess urtder the tas eutle.

l-"urthermnre, SB ET] . HB i352 and IIH ‘Hill will alsn it-ertetit small husinesses, enrtsumers. and
in tum the state by eneeuraging in-state pureltases ut' large premium eigars. The eaeise tas eap
will tiieilitate large prentium eigar retailers tn better priee their prnduets. enmpete in the nntiunal
and internatinnal market fnr retail sales n|' large premium eigars. antl ultimately generate pnsitive
grewtlt nf in-statejnhs and tas revenue.

in ad-ditinn. HI-l Hit , Hll I332 aud IIB Ttill‘ are purely prnpusetl tas hills; tlterelhre any testintnny
net directly related tn tasatinn shnuld he dismissed as unrelated testimnny-

r‘-tlsn, I urge ynu tn l'li'.l-i"r'lil*l'l' these hills 1'rem heing “guttetl and replaced" with nther language
unrelated tn an eseise tas nag nu largE$|_1'__ p_ije_m_i_t_|n1 eigars; it is an urtetltieal eireumyentinn and
|'n:||'|ipt1l.u1it_trt ttl'tl1e |t|'n]’t»et‘ prneess int‘ ptthlit: irtyulverttent.

ln elnsing, l resp-eetlitlly asl; titat ynu i'~iI_ll’I'{Jl~l.'l' llawai'i large premiuru eigar enrtsumers. small
husittesses, distrihutnrs. and tttartttlaeturers and sate ATE art Senate Bill SH. lle-use Hill 1332
and Ilnuse Hill ‘i’-ti‘-l‘ written nnly as an eaeise tas eap un 1=.I[,'=.'.e t1rJ1;rer|1_iu_ r!1__ei;._-,a rs.

Than]-t ynu [er ynur time and attentinn nr_i'1,histasatinn matter.
F ‘t

iiitteet'ely.- . _l .l ;_. l . it
Rigtratute. _. 1- _ ntue; 3-l:’l/l17"

l'rir'Is~1-'-'w|s- Di-:.ai.‘\_i.s.i‘l. r’l"'l. ll"-ale,
time-I A-='-it-=s=/£l2<.e Life efi-fi_;@_l‘tale£?‘se'tL.eaes
iilipenrte: llzl
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RI-'.: Petitinn tn E-ill l’l’llIll'l‘ an excise ta: cap all Sll._5-ll nu large cigars.

l am writing In ynu In-day as a ennsumer nt" large premium eigars and In urge ynu te Sl.iPl’UHT
and yute A.‘r'1Ilun Senate Bill ST] [SB Sill]. cnntpariinn llettse Hill 1332 [I111 [332] and lluuse
Hill 7'lIi':il' [HE Tull] writ|t_:r| rmly as ttn es eise tzts eitp t111_lt_||'t_g_1ij [tr Err:-_|rtiuatt eiga_r_s.

As a large premium eigar ennstuner and enthusiast SE E-Tl, HB 1332. anti HE Til‘-J‘ will preleet
my passinn lirr ia.rgc premium cigars and will nu lnnger deny large premium cigars parity and
fairness under the tas cnde.

I-'urther|unre. Slt ST]. HE [332 a.nd HE T-till will alsn benc tit small businesses. eensumcrs. and
in ttu'n the state by enenuraging in-state purchases ul' large pretnium cigars- The escise tas cap
will laeilitate large premium cigar retailers tn better price their prnd uets. enmpete in the ttatinnal
and interrtatinnal marl et lnr retail sales nl" large premium eigars, and ultimately generate pesitiw:
gruwtitnliin-state_inhs and tas reyentte.

In adtlitinn. SI! HT I . lllt l3.'l-2 and lllt "aw are purely prnpnsed ta:~: hills; therelinre any testitnnny
nnt directly related tn ta.‘-tatintt sheultl he dismissed as unrelated testimnny.

Mse. l urge ynu tn I-“l?.li-‘t-llil“-l'l' these hills tirum heittg “gutted and replace-tl“ with nther language
unrelated tn an es_c_i §;i_E__l§'!ljI_1I_;l]'l' nn large nr premittm cigarsi it is an unethical eire umyentinn and
mattipulatinrt nltltc prnper prneess l'e-rpuhlie lr|'~.-'t1lye|ttI:|tl.

ltt elnsing, I resiteetliuily aslt that ynu Sl.lPP'l'.'lRT l-lawai‘i large premium eigar euttsumers. stnall
httsittesses-E distrihutnrs. and ma.rtu Faeturers and ynte ATE nn Senate Hill S71». lltlllfl‘ Hi" 1333
and Hnu sr Bill res written nnly as an eseise__t_as;___egp_n_tt la.rg_e nr premium cigars.

'l'hanlt ynu t'nr ynur time mid attentinn nn tltis tttsatinn matter.
I’

Sincerely,

Stgltztttlrcz l _ _ __ __ lime: *~:l_¢¢i“-l'Tt1'--ill}! 2-dill-l

Puma wee‘ lfiettlin M. ll5l;ttlQ.e~t.tla_ i_-
l-Tmail itasrts.-=1 ;;_-_g_t,t_lt_.tp, enter

'='-ittwtle Ell/ii. ll. .-ZiTel~5-
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Cigar Rights nf America. Hawai fl
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Rb}: Petitiun tn Sll PH} RT an eseise ta: e_:;t1t5|_[.‘!ij_L5l'l nu lgtge eiga rs.

I ttrrt w:|'itir|g ttt ytttt lutltty as a t;t1rt.su1r|er till large premium t:ig£tt'5 and I.-t't 1.tt’g-C 1-.-'t‘.|t.t Lt‘! SUPPURT
and yute .*t‘!t’]-I nn Senate ltil] ST] [Slit S'i'l]- enmpanien Hnuse Bill 1332 [1-1B l3.3I]-tuttl Heuse
Ii-ill ’i't|'} [HI-l i't|‘i|'] written nnly as an eseise ttut rap tut large nr premium eig-=tt"s-

.-‘ts a large premium eigar enrtsumer and enthusiast SB ST], HH l33I, and HE 'i"t.'i9 will prnteet
my passiuu t'ur large premium eigars and will ttn lnngcr deny large p1'emittm cigars parity and
Faimess under the Las cnde.

liurtlterrnnre. SR it'll. llli l3.‘l-2 a.nd l[l.t 'i'n-‘J will alsn benefit small businesses, enrtsumers, and
in tttrtt the state hy enenuraging in-state purchases nl large premium cigars. The eztcise tas cap
will Facilitate large premium eigar retailers tn better price their pre-ducts. enmpete in the natiunal
and ir|lt:m.;ttinr|t|| 1'na|'l-.;t,:l Eitr retail sales ttl'l:trge premium eigfi rs. and ultimately generate pnsitiye
gruwth nt'in-statejnhs artd tas reyenue.

In addititut, stt sit. lttt tits: att-tl tttr res are purely prnpnsetl tas hills thersliare tutr ttsimen:r
nut directly related tn tasatinn shnuld he dismissed as unrelated testimnny-

fltlsn. l urge ynu tn Pli'.ll"t-’El*~l'l' these bills li'ttm being "gutted antl I‘s'|tlE1eed" with nther laitgttage
unrelated ta an gseis-gig;-;_cap_n|J_lgrge_n_|1gemiutn ciggrs; it is an unethieal eircutrtyentinn and
manipttlatinnnftlte prnperprneess Fer pub-lie inenlyement.

In elnsing. I respectlitlly aslt that yuu 2-il.|l'|’t.'tl~l'l‘ I lawai‘i large premium eigar ennsumers, small
husinesses, tlistrihutnrs. and manu Factt.u'ers and yute AYE nn Senate Bill ST] . llnu se Hill 133-I
artd Hnuse Bill 'Ft'i-5| written nnly as an eseise tas cap r1r|_l_:g-gg_g._i_[_pre|]_|inm t2i_g_f'|r_St.

Tltartlt ynu Fnr yuur time and attentinn nn this ta."-tatinn matter.
I

Sincerely.

Sigttutttrei E Q _ _ l_l':'|l¢! _
Printed aa-tie -57%-.tEL.. '"y’r_s5lt,li1"-‘l i

Ii=-wt at-ass: _ ti? '-if-i"_§._l'l*..lil_-i‘l.;'i-(.?_'l-ilI'§L:£
atpesat-; ’1itéIi'7i-* A
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§. ‘hits.
H

Cigar Rights cf America, Hawai‘
Iitli: Pctitinn tn Stll'Pt‘.tR'[' an e:t;:_i_se tas cap uf Stl'.EiIl' an large cigars.

I :nn writing tn ynu tnday as a cnnsttmcr nl large pretnittm cigars and tn urge yttu te SUl‘|"l_I'I'l'-T
and ynte .-1t"r’l-1 un Senate Bill ST-‘l tSS S71]-, cnmpanitm Ilause Iiill l33.-1 tll ll- ilillljl ant! lluusc
Bil] 'i‘t'.-cl‘ [HS ‘iii-ill written tmly as an t1st:istrt:_ut_e_ap_rtn largeynrpregutn cigars.

.-“ts a large premium cigar ennsutncr and enthusiast SE ST1. HB I331, and lII':l T159 will prntcct
nty |tassi,t‘t-n t'nr large prcntium cigars and will tttt lnngcr tlcny large premium cigars parity and
Taimcss under the ttct cnde.

tinrtherntnre. SH it'll . llli 1331 and HE rte will alsn l:-cnctit sntall businesses. cttnsumers. zutd
in turn the state hy cncnu raging in-state pureltascs cl large prcmiunt cigars. The eseisc tas cap
will laeilitatc large prctnium cigar retailers ttt better price their prnducts, enmpete in the natinnal
and internutinnal marltet l'nr retail sales n t" large premium cigars. and ultintately generate pnsiti-re
gr-nwth nt' in-state jnhs and tatt reycttuc.

h-| atlr_|:itit:||1_ SB S‘.-‘I. [Ill I332 and llll Tn‘-J' are purely prnpnscd tas hills: tlterclnre any tcstimnny
nut directly related tn tasatinn sltnuld he dismissed as unrelated tcstimnny.

.»‘tlsu. I urge yutt tn l’S.l.i‘--'lii‘~t'l' these hills Frnnt being “gutted and replaced“ with ntltcr languttgc
unrelated tn art es_gisg_tas cap nn targc nr premium cigars: it is an unethical cireuttrrctttinrt tutd
manipnlatinn ul the prnper prncess litr puhlie itwnlyetttettt-

ln clttsittg. I respcctfully- asl. that yntt Sl.lPPDRT l[ttwai‘i large premium cigar cnnsnmers. slttflll
husincsscs, distrihutnrs. and ntanttlitcturers arttl yute ,-’t"|’E nn Senate llill t-ITI, I-lnuse ll‘-ill 1331
anti Hnusc Hill Ttilil written nnly as an -t:.ft_t;_iFt_I_i'_l§!§_-t;jl_t‘L-t't|t“t large nr premium cigars.

Thanlt ynu Fnr ynur tintc and attetttintt nn this tattatittn matter.

Sincerely. __ if _ _r _

Signature" tlatc:

Prittted Nantc: _ __

lilttatli -"'u.|tltt't-s 1 -‘I-’-£—1"

.l:Tt|'tt'ude:
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inCigar Rights nf America, Hawai

RE: Petitien tn SUPPORT an ettcisc tart cap nl'StI.!iII n|t_ l_a_rge__giga_ryt.

I attt writing tn yntt tnday as a cunsutner ui‘ large premium cigars anti tn u|'gc ynu tn SI_lI’P'ClRT
and yttte .-"t'l"E en Senate Iltll ST] {S13 i:l'Il ft, cnmpaninn I-lnuse Bill I332 {HI3 13.331 and Huuse
Hill 'i'fi‘l' {IIH 'l'ti'l'} w|'ittett nnly as an eseisc tazt cap ntt large nr premium cigars

its a large premium eigar cnnsumer antt enthusiast Slt it'll, IIH 1332? attd HE TE‘? will prntcct
my pus-siun litr large premium cigars and will nn lnngcr deny large prctniuttt cigars parity and
lhirness under the tas cnde.

l"urthcrmu-rc. S13 Sill. llll I332 artd llll aw will alsn benefit small businesses, cc-nsumcrs. and
in lttrn the state hy enenuniging in-state purchases nF large prctnittttt cigars. The c."-tcise ta:-: cap
will Facilitate large prcntium cigar rctailcrs tn bcttcr pricc their prtt-dttcts. cumpctc in thenatinrtnl
attd intcmatinnal marltct lnr retail sales uilarge premium t;i_gt1l'-‘it and ullitttalcly gelterflte pttsilirc
grnwth nl'in-stt|te_ic-bsartd las t'e-terttte.

ltt adtiitinn. SI3 till. Illil 1332 and lll3 '.I‘t5-ll are purely prupttscd tas hills; theretin re any tcstitnnny
nut directly rt:latcd tn tasutinn shnuld he tlisntissed as unrelated tcstimnny.

.-"tlsn,l urge ynu tn l*litliWil*-l'l' these hills Irnm being "gutted and replaced“ with ntlter language
unrelated tn an eseisc tas ting12Ln_l_a_|fgE_tl|'_Il_[t;mlUlU cigars; it is an unethical circt.un ycntinn and
ntanipulatiutt nlthe prnper prneess Far pub-tic inynlycmcnt.

In clesing. I respccttitlly ttslt that ynu Sl.ll"|’Il.'tl~t']‘ ltawai‘i large premium cigar cnnsumcrs. small
businesses. distrihuturs, and |nanuTactut'e|'s and yntc AYIC nn Senate Bill ST] , lluuse Bill I332
and llnusc l:lill '?lrtl' written nnly as art cscisc tutt ca _El;|_|_'gt;_t::|rfprt:|t|it!|r| _c_igar_s-

Thantt ynu I'nr yuur time and attentinn nn this trctatinn tnattcr.
- I

Sinccrcly.

Signature: _ _ ll-ate: ?

Printed Ham : fl/l'l§%

Email Address:

I-lipcnde:
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—Ir Rights ef Ameriea.,_ Hawai
RE: I-‘eritiun la .‘~ll_i l’l’l]Il~l'l' an excise ta: ea]: uf Sll.5l] en. la rge eigu r:-.-.

[ ;1|1-| writing le ;.-eii |:_H.la],-' a.-4 a eeiiauiiier eJ' large |:+r+.:mium cigars aeil le urge yea ta HLTPIIRT
and 1.1111-1*.¢'||."r'lIle:1 Senate Bill HT] [EB l'i'.|'lJ. camrlanien Hens.-e Hill [332 {H13 l33I}1iJ'l<'-l Hun!"-E
Bill ‘Fill? [HB ?l|‘i|'] 1".-Tllll.2!‘l nnly aa an eaeiae 1a :_~:_eapg;_a1 laree er ereniiilm eigar:-c.

As a large |'H"liIl|IllJ]'[l| eigar emlsiimer and enlhu siasl. 5-H HT I . llll I331. and HH 'T"l.i‘:l' will prelecl
|n3.- pziaaierl Fer large |'r|'e|"ai1im eip,a.r.\= and will rue le1i;.;er deny large ]l't’IL‘l‘l'|l1.liTl eiiiars peril;-' and
faimess under the ta:-: eede.

F|.1r1l:1en-riere. E-H HT-‘l , llli 1331 and HE T69‘ will alae |:~e11eli1 small Iiuaiaessea. eflllsunlers. and
in mrn the slate by eiieeiiraging in-slale |".-urehaaea ul'|:|r_|_.1e premium eigars. The excise la:-1 eap
will Yaeililale lat;-l_e preinium eigar retailer:-1 1e hetter price their p1'e|:iueI.a. eem]:-ele in lhe natienal
and internalienal marl-;el Fer retail sale:-: eflarge premium eig:|r:=:.a11ii I.lllltTl.lll|..'|}-'g|:!l‘|-:I'l'i1[-E pesitiw
grim.-Ill el'i11-1-ilale j-alias an-Ll ta.“-L revenue.

In ll|i_l|]ill['|!'l_ Elli» EH. IIB I331 an-:1 Ill-I ?I1+‘§l' are |;ii|rel;,' prepeaeii lim hills; lhereliare any lflflllfllfiflj.-'
]‘llL!I|_1;]ll'L-'1l.I|l:|-' relaieii Ie tzeralien alieulcl be iiisniiseeil as unrelaled lI.‘:REll'[‘lCl-l‘|}'.

Mae. 1 urge yeu la PRl=I‘v'EEN'l'1l1ese hills l're:m being, “gI.|lie|:i and re|1laeer.i" with ell'|e|' language
|.|n.reialed ta an |_.;.\;__'-::_:isge__’[;!.-c egp en laree er 11v-rei-r|i|m1 eiiqagfg; i1 is an unelliieal IIll'i.1l|1‘:]‘=-'|I_‘1'lIlIlJ]'l arlil
iuiauiipulatieii et"t]1e preper pi-eeei-15 lilr puhlie inwelvemeiit.

In elesing. I n.:5["|el.'1|iillj,- ask than yciu SU PPDRT ]lawui‘i large |'r|'e|r|iua1 eigar eenaulflflrfi. ~5111~'J||l
himiniesaee, elistrihuiers. and m1u1u[aeli|rers arid vete .-fli"r'lIl en Senate Hill ET], HlJll."i-I.‘ Hill l3.‘l'1
zind [[0-|_15.|: Bil] 7'15!) e.-Tillen :111|_'_-r as an exeisie tie-: eap en large er premium eig;|r_:-x-

T|‘.|ElF!l|'i. ynu liar yeur time anil atienlien en this laaatiell lflaller.

Sincmely,

Her-ML-: I=-a==-.35 3'"-'* *7
Prinrei Nam‘-‘I DDflflEll E-=_.l..:E..¢5§.'!'1‘.‘.E'="'*.
“mm, ,H|dm55. ¢,E£;+.1a_1|@ 134-'w\_l1 _ eer-'1 ____

Hipeecle: QB???
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Cigar Rights ef America, Hawai"i
lilli: Petition te I-il.|I'l’Il'IIlll.'l" an eseise tas eap_el' 5511.51} an large eigar.-t.

I am writing le ynu ter.laj_r as a ee-nsunter at‘ large premium eigars and tn urge ynu te Sl_lPi-"U l~l'l‘
antl vele .-!t."i"E an H-enate Bill Bill t_.‘i-H H‘? I 1|, CIII]'tl|]3'1ll1lt'r1‘l lluuse Hill I331 {HE 1331) atttl llnuse
ll-ill '.Tt5"..l -[I-IE tr-st written enly as an eseise tas ea|1eg1__large er gretnittnt eig:-15s-

l-‘ts a large pr-::|1tiu|tt eigar eensunier an-:1 enthusiast SB ET]. Ill! I332. and HE 'l'tili|' will preteet
my passina Fer la|'ge premitllrt eigars and will ne lenger tleny large |a'e|niutn eigars parity aml
laintess tutder the ta:-t eutle.

Furthennnre. HI! HT] . H13 1331 and Hii tr-9 will alse henelil small hesines:-:es_ eensanters, and
in turn lite state hy etteettraging in-slate pt|rel'tases ellarge premium eigars. The eseise ta:-t eap
will laeilitate large a-rentium eigar retailers te better priee their pre-rlttets. eem pete in the natienal
anti internatienal lttttrltel liar retail sales el' large premium eigars. anti ultimately generate pesitit-'e
grewth ti-l'in-slate _it'|-its and tar-: t'et'e|tue_

In arl|:litie|t_ Hit ETI, ll]-l I332 and ill-'F '.I‘t‘-‘J are |a.|rel~_r prapesetl tas hills; therelhre tut}; testin1en;.-
net tiireetl;-r relaletl te ta:-tatien Eht:-ttlei he dismissed as tlrtrelaletl testimen;-r.

false, l urge }'eI.| ta l-"l~‘.l-I‘-.-"l~Ll"-l'l' these hills lrtan heing "gutted an-:1 replaced“ with ether language
unrelatetl ta an e_sj_eise ta:-; eap an la1jg_|;_e_r__prentiunt eiears; it is an unethieal eiretnms-eatiea and
ntanipulatien nf the prnper preees-s fer ptthlie im'al-tlentent-

In tI.it1-5-ll'l_l_',., [ respeetliullg-' asi-.1 that ;-rntt -‘:i1!l’l’t’}li'.T llnwai‘i large premium eigar eansmners. small
businesses, iiistrihutnrs, an-ti rnattulaeturers and vele .-it-‘!r'1'i en Hen ate Hill E71, llause llill 1331
and Hause Bill ‘FIE-‘:1! written nnly as an eseifitas ealwn large er prt;|_-p_i_e_m eigars-

Than!-t yea tiir 3.-'eur titne aritl altentien en this tnsalien matter.
‘I

Elineerely,

tiigrtature: 5..-—-= lr/I Hale. El lx ‘ll-Ell}-l__,il

Plitttetl Name: E-'*'*'"*'-_.s

I-lrnail .I"|.d-zlresst 'i-'_:-li- _ l’*""§|

I-‘lip-en-de: __i

ti"- {-"El l‘“
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-1Cigar Rights ef Ameriea, Hawai

lttl: l-‘etitien tn SUPPU RT an ttseise Ia! ea|t afI‘FlL5ll_1IttI_l=1I‘fi eie=||'s-

t a_1r'| writing ta gnt| in-tjay as a etrnstaeer ell large pretniuin eigars anti te urge greu te SL1 PFURT
anti irate AYE en Senate Eill EH [till t-WI}? entnpanien lieuse Eiil I332 [HH I332} anti llause
Iiill "aw {III1 T69] written nnly as an esei-st‘ tas eap an lare,t~ er premium t;l:__g't_t'§-t.

.-its a lat'ge prentittnt eigar etrnsunter and t:|1t|1usiasL5I'] HT] , IIE I332, and HE 2159 will 1:1-reteet
n1grpassiattl'etltu'ge ptetniurn eigars atttl will an ltutger elengr large 1::-tetnittm eigars |'|arit;-' anti
laimess antler the tas eetle.

Furtherntere. SE HT] . IIE 1332 anti Ill! 25‘? will alse benefit small businesses, eenstartets. anti
in tum the state by eneearaging in-stale pureltases eflarge premium eigars- The eseise Ias eap
will liteilitate large p-retniarn eigar retaiiers te better ptiee their pretluets. eentpele in lite aatienal
ant! internatienal ntarltet :Fer retail sales nilarge It-tetnium eigars, antl altitnat-.-!;~r generate pesititte
grewllt el' in-state _iebs anti tas res-enue.

In atltlitien. ."-ill HT-'1, HE I332 anti HE '-"Ii'E|' are purely 11-rapes-_-tl tas hills; therelbre any testimnnj-r
net -rlireetly related ta tasalitat sheultl he tlistrassetl BS unrelated testinteny.

rtlsn. I urge ynu te l’l~tl'i't"El\l'l' these bills [rem being “gutted and replaeetl" with nther langu.agt'
unrelated te an eseise tas esp t_1r_largr__j_pr ]'t1j2_]l'!iLll1'|'l eig ars; it is an anetltieal eiretrnwentitr-I1 an-tl
]'t]tt[ll[.'lIlltllit!|l'| el'1he prnper |a'eeess fbt puhlie int-'t1-it-'en1ent.

in elnsing, l re-speeti't|lly' aslt that ;~1tn| 51lI’I’Ul~l'I' Ilawai‘i large prentiuin eigar 'IJt.‘rt‘:5ll]'t]tJFl:i., sntall
businesses. tlistri haters. amt manaiireturers antl ante .=\"h"E en Senate Eill it'll, Iluuse I-‘till I332
antt llause Ilill TE‘? written nnly as an e:tt'ise tart tr;|[+irgg_l_art__:,e er prea1_itt5r_1_eigars.

T‘]-|,m-itt 3,-an thr gtrttt Iirne aml attentinn -an this ta:-tatien matter.

':-.Li1teerelj_~.',

signature. i Date: _ _l';'r3"?'lrIlT'

l*rin1e|l. . I-flr_‘|_={1_t;-._~:l_-l3_.;-;|_dl€$1
Hr=w1»tdat-a: t1e"l- *2" "°l'*' @§It"?.'F'.'l.' 1; ta-.- .-
L-".ipee-de: 'l’§33'l’
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Cigar Rights af America. Hawai I-

_i'I

Itltlz Petitian ta F-ll l=‘I't I-I~l'.'I' an etzeise ta: ea_1_t tti: S{I.5{l en large ei-ga rs-

I am writing ttt ytttt tuttay as a eensumer ui large prentiunt eigars anti te urge yea tu 1'il.ll‘]’URT
anti -rate .-“*1-I en E-ienate Bill HT] {BB li'.i'l,l. eetnpanian Heuse Eill I332 {HE l332}an-ti llttuse
Eill Ttill {HE ’l'ti'$'] written enly as tut eseise tas eap tin large ttr__[tretni_u_tri__e_igars-

its a large premium eigar eunstaner anti enthusiast SE li~’i"I, HE 13.32- anti HE ’-ltilit will preteet
my passinn iitr large premium eigars and will ae ltmger tleny large premium eigars parity autl
Fairness under the tas eetie.

I-'|.trtlte_rnatre. stt ti’]'l. Ii!-I I332 and HE '2-5'] will alse benettt small businesses. eensutrters. antl
in turn the state by eneeuraging itt-state purehases ei large |:tremit|tn eigars. The es eise tas eap
will taeilitate large premium eigar retailers tu better priee their pruti eets. ettmpete in tlte ttatinttal
anti intematittnal rnarltet ter retail sales til large premium eigars. anti ultimately generate pe-sitiye
grewllt ttliin-state jtilt-s tltttl Las revenue.

In atltlitittrt. SE ST]. Illi I332 antl [Ill ‘F-tr-it ta"e purely paapeseti tazt bilis; thereittte any testin-teny
nut tiit-eetly retatetl tn teetatien shaulti be distnissed as unrelatetl testimeny.

rtlse. l urge ynu te l*Rl;"'-.-’lil*~l'l' these bills frnm being "gutted antl replaeeti" with ether langttage
unrelatetl ttt an ese_ise_tas_eap_e|t large er premium eigars; it is an unetbieal eirettm t-entittn anti
tnanipulatinn et' tlte prnper pre-eess Ier publie inyttlt-ement.

In elesing. I respet:tl'ttIly aslt that ynu tilll-‘l’ItItlt'I' I lawai‘i large premium ei_|.tar ennsumers. small
httsinesses. distrihuters. and manufaetttrers anti irate AYE an Senate Eill 3'? I. Httuse Eill I332
and Heuse Eill 2155! written nnly as an eseise 1:ts ea;-_t1n 1arge_e1;_pt;et1lilJm trig .

Tbartlt yea tiir ynur time anti attentien en this ta:-zatien matter.

5-iineereiy,

Signature: Date: l_- Qt’? ""1 _,'t"

Printed T‘-fame: {_____g,_M_,__ HI-ah} _ _ ___

1-.nt;|ilatltires~t; ‘gig, figflket-lll¢{ 5;,-gs: _

aipt-see; "]{I_,Q;,lt’=.
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I'll
_-Cigar Rights ttf America. Hawai

RE: Petitiun tu SI.|PPUE']' an eseise tart eap hi‘ StI.5tI ett large eiga rs.

1 am w;|-itit-tg at ynu tntlay as a eunsumer tti‘ large premium eigars antl te urge ynu tu SI.-' PPEIHT
anti -rate .r't.‘r'E an Senate Eill ti‘?! [SE S21], eampanian Heuse Eill 1332 {HE 1332} antl Huttse
Eill ‘itiit tlili 2551'} written enly as arr eseise tart eap an large er premium eigars.

fits a large premium eigar ennsurner antt enthusiast SE till]. HI-I 1332, anti HE TE‘) will preteet
nty pa.ssien li.JI large premium eigars and will ne leuger deny large |'tremiutn eigars parity antl
fairness umier the tas eeele.

Fttrthennure. SE Silt. llli I332 antl [tit Tttil will alse hene tit small businesses, eensumers, and
in turtt tlte state by etietturagittg in-state purehases et" large pretniutn eigars. The eseise ttet eap
will Faeilitate large premium eigar retailers te better priee their pretittets. eempete in the natittrtat
tutti intematierral marltet t'er retail sales ellarge premium eigars. antl ultitttately generate pnsitiye
grnwth el'in-state_iebs anti tas ret.-'eriue.

In atltiititat, SE ti? 1- HE 1332 and [IE '.-'-tr‘! are purely prnpnsett tas bills; theret"-are any testimeny
net tiireetly relateti te tasatien slutulti be distnissetl as unrelateti testitneny.

rtlsa, I urge ynu te I’Ii‘.|E"-.t'I-Il*~l'I' these bills tram being “gutletl antl replaeetl" with nther language
unrelated tn an eseise tas eap an large t_t_5pgr;t1t_i_un1_eigtttjs_; it is an unetbieal eirettmt-entien anti
manipttlatinn at" the prnper prn-eess tbr publie inyelyemerrt.

In elesing. I respeetiully aslt that ynu SLJPPIDRT I lttwai‘i large premium eigar ennsunters, small
businesses. tlistributt:-rs, anti manu Faeturers and yete rflt‘i"E tm Senate Eill E71, I-lease Eill I332
anti lteuse Eill 'i‘E|-it written tmly as an eseise tas eap tin large er premia1TI t-'i!1_=5‘j-

Tbanlt yeu lhr yuur time arttl attentien en this ta:-tatien matter.
I

Sineereiy.

Signature:  /0%? l W _ I]-ate-

ltrinterl Na|ne:_f?g:_|..q:.l1 ll-lt!‘l""r£.-ll-"i-r

limitil.-'ttl|:lress: _ _ _{21L 1». ' £55 gas“:
I-".ipee|:le: J
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iiCigar Rights af Ameriea. Hawai

RE: Petititm tu SI_iP]‘LI'H.T an es eise tart eap nf Siliill till liffif ties

1 um writitqg tt_t ye-ti Itttluy as ;t tgtinsumer tt-l'large pretttiuttt eigars and Lt‘: t.tt‘g_e }‘t‘tt.l ttt l"illl"l"'l_]l1T

tutti ‘rule AVE en Senate Eill STI {SE S’? I ‘,|. eranptanintt Ilnuse Eill 1332 |[lIE I332] and I-luttse
Eill it-tilt -[litl 'i'trll]| written enly as an eseise tart eap en large er rrremitlm eigars-

As a large premium eigar eensumer and enthusiast SE Sill. llli I332. anti HE 25'} will preteet
my passien tirr large premium eigars anti will na lenger deny large prentinm eigars parity anti
Fatrttess untier the tas eerie-

l"t1Tl.ht:t'1'tttI‘rtt‘.‘. SE ll'i'l . Elli I332 and Illi "test will alse benelit small businesses, ennsumers. and
itt turrt tlte state by etteeut-aging in-state pureltases -at" large premium eigars. The eseise tart eap
will Faeilitate large premium eigar retailers tn better priee their predttets. eempete in the natienal
anti internatienal marl-:et Fer retail sales trl'large premittrn eigars. anti ultimately generate pttslllt-'e
grttwllt ttI'irt-sltilejttlfls antl las re eertue-

lnatitlititm. SE S21. I-IE 1332 anti HE 'l'tlt'5l' are purely prupusetl tas hills;Ilterelitrear|y'1E!sti|t‘1t‘trty
net tlireetly relatetl te tasatittn shnultl he tlismissetl as unrelated testimeny.

r-‘tlsu. I urge ynu te PRIZE-‘EFT these bills item being “guttetl anti replaeeti“ with nther language
anrelateti tn an eseist-. tas eap t_t_q_lg_rge__-pr ptj_e_rn_i_ur_n e_ir-ars; it is an unetltieal eiretunyentien and
manipulatien el"the prnper prneess tin" publie int-alt-'ement.

in eltrsing. l respeeti'ully aslt that yea .‘:il_l|’|’tJ-R.'l' Iiawai‘i large premium eigar ennstttners. small
busirtesses. tlistt-ibatnrs. antl rttanufaetuaers and yete r!r.‘l"E en Sen ate Eill ST], 1-lause Eill 1332
anti H nuse I-till ’r'tr'} written enly as an e:-tt'ise tas eap en large er prerrlium eigar:-:-

'l'l'uu'|lt yttu titr _ytlt.tr time zttitl attetttifl-It t‘|-t‘t tbis l.i1'3't'.litI.lCl'l'l l‘t‘tflT.tt2t'.
t'

Sirteerely.

Stgature: §% Dale:

Printed l'-lame: ,fl.._tr-.t..t'I’—-

tea starts: .. -_.l-*:l_e=:-.1-ll.-_t'Fs=l““
Itprude: '2".-Fr
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I-l.Fj: l‘etitittn ltt Sl.ll‘l"-tit-t.'l' an eseise tas eap nf $0.50 ttn Iargeeigars.

l ;tr:n writing ttryatr tetlay as ;-t eensutner at" large premium eigars and tn urge yuu tn SUPPORT
anti -r-ete .-tt"r'E er: Senate Eill STI {SE STI}, eempanien l-luus-e Eill 1332 tl-IE I332) anti llttuse
Hill res {I-IE Tell} written nnly as an l.‘St'lSt: tas eap an large ttr |'t-r|:|r|iurn _ci;.-_r_1rs.

As a large premium eigar eensumer attd enthusiast SE STI. HE I332. and HE Ttill will pruteet
ttty passien liit" large premium eiga.rs anti will nu lenger deny large premium eigars parity anti
Fairttess under the tat cnde.

I-'urth-en-rrtr re. Stir STI . lltl I332 and IIE res will alse benetit stnall businesses. eunstuners. anti
in turn the state by eueeuraging in-state purehases a-l' large premium eigars. The eseise tas eap
will Facilitate large premium eigar retailers ta better priee their prtttluels. eempete in the natienal
anti intematinnal marltet l'ttr retail sates ttflarge premiurn eigars, attd ultimately generate pesitiye
grnwth at in-state jabs tatd tas reyenue-

[n atltlitien. SE ilTl. llll I332 antl Illi rt-st are purely prepesed tas bills; tbereiere any testimttny
rtet tlireetty related ta tasatien sbnuld he dismissed as unrelated testimeny.

ftlse. I urge yeu te PRE"r'i£l*~l'l' these bills trtnn being "gutted anti replaced" with etltcr ltmguage
unrelateti ta art e_.~te_ise_tas_eap_en large er premium eigars; it is an ttnethieai eiream yentittn antl
tnanipttlatien et'the prnper preeess t'er publie inyelyement.

It-r elasing. l respeetlittlly aslt that yea SI.ll’|’ti'I1'I' llawai‘i large premium eigar censumers. small
liusinesses. distributnrs, and manufacturers and yete .-‘|t‘i"E en Senate Eill ST], Ilttuse ltill I332
and Hnuse Eill 'l'ti'9 written enly as an eseise Les caper-t Iarge_nr_pgfe_n1ipm_eigars.

'I'ltantt yea fer yuur time and attentien en this taztatien matter.

Sittt2»er|_'Iy.

Sigttttlttrej i _i i [IIate:

Printed Htmte: Dgr-tr _ _ __ __i

I-I=-at t~I<a=s- -.-sl@r~p='1_ee.gtP.gee.l. .1; are
Iipeutle: __'El ll:-_ _
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HIE: Fetitiua ttt Sl!]’I‘ti-}~l'."l‘ an eseise tart eap e_!'_fitI.5»ll en large eigars.

I arrt writing tn ynu tntlay as a eensumer ntilarge premium eigars and tn urge yea ta SUPPCI RT
attti -rate .-it'll]-I en Senate Eill ST] {SE STIJ. eempa.nierr l-lease Eill I332 {HE 1332] and Huttse
Eill Ttilt {HE ’r"tt‘}} written enly as an eseise ta:-t eap tm large at premium eigarg-

r-‘ts a large premium eigar eensunter and enthusiast SE STE. HE 1332- attd HE ’r'till' will preteet
my passiea tin‘ large premituu eigars and will n-a lenger deny large premium eigars parity anti
t'airuess under the ta"-t ea-de.

tlurdtermnre. Sli STI. llli I332 and ltli Tti-ll will aisn benetil stnall businesses, eensumers. and
in turn the state by eneeuraging in-state purebases ef large premium eigars. The eseise tas eap
will faeilitate large premium eigar retailers te better priee their predaets. ettrrtpete irt the nalitmal
anti intematittnal marl-tet tar retail sales nt'large pretnittm eigars. and ultimately generate pesitiye
g|'ewtb niiin-state jebs and tat reyeuue-

in atltlitien. SE STI. IIE I332 an-d llli res are purely prnpesed tas hills; tberefe re arty tcstimnny
net directly related tn tasatien sbuuld be dismissed as unrelated testimeny.

.-ltlsu. 1 urge ynu tu Pl'T'..[i"t-'IlI*~i'I' tltese bills t'rtnn being “gutted attd replaeed" with ether language
unrelaterl tn an e;\te_:ise_t_a:r eap en large er pretnitun eigars; it is an unethieal eireamyentittn and
tnatnipulatien ei the prnper preeess Fur publie inyelyement.

In elrtsing. I respeetlitlly aslt that yuu SI..|[’Pt]'ll'.T llawai‘i large premium eigar etmsttmers. small
businesses. rlistrihutars, and manut'aeturers and yete .-"t‘i"E en Senate Eill ST]. llause Iiill I332
anti lluttse Eill Ttiit written enly as an _tg§.gis_t;_II1s_e-ftp_t1t|__Iarge_t'tLp_r§@_urn eigars-

'I"ha.n.lt yeu Fer yeur time and attentien an this tasatien matter.

Sincerely, .

Si_|_§n:tl|1re:' _ _ lilate: S

F'rintedi~ta.n1e: l_7.rr..5- 5-* C-5. __ ___ _

I-imailatltlnns: __ i _ ____' _

tire-w: -itIi5.?'§'_ .
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-I‘Cigar Rights ef Ameriea. Hawai

RE: Petitiun tu SI.| PPttR't‘ an t-.tt-i.~.--.- ta: eap at SII-5.II.eIt..1arge rise rs-

t at-rt writirtg ta ytttt tntlay as a eunsumer at‘ large premium eigars antl te urge ynu tn SL'li"I'-TiR'l"
anti yutt: r‘!t‘lt’E en Senate Eill ST] [Slit l-ITI]. ettntpattittn Heuse Eill 1332 {HE l332}a.t1d Huuse
Eill Ttrll till-I Ttilt} written enly as arr eseise tart eap an large er premium eigars.

tits a large premium eigar eun sttnter atttl ettthusiast St-I ST]. iili I332. attd liE T6‘? will preteet
my passien lirr large premium eigars atttl will rte lettger deny large premium eigars parity and
Fairness unde|' the tas eede.

Furtherruere. SE it'll. lill 1332 anti IIE Ttilt will alse henetit small businesses, eensunters, a.ttd
itt turn the state by ettetturrgittg irt-state purebases el' lat'ge |:t|'emium eigars. The eseise tart eap
will titeilitate large premium eigar retailers te better priee their pre-duets. eempete in the natienal
and intematienal ntaritet Fer retail sales ttt'large premium eigars. antt ultimately generate pnsitit-e
grttwtlt ttl'i|t-stalejt:-Its anti tart res-'et|t|e.

In adtiitiun, SE Sill. HE I332 and HE Ttitii are pttrely praptts-etl tas bills; therelitre arty testimeny
1-tut direetly relateti ta tasatien shtmld be tlismissetl as unrelated testimeny.

ritlstt. l urge ynu te PRE"t-'lil"-IT these bills Iirern being “guttetl artti repltteetl“ willt ether language
anrelateti ttt an eseiw las eap en lgrgr;_r_p_;p_r_ertt_utgLeiggj; it is an unetltieal eireumyentiett and
tttaniputatiett el'tIte preperprneess Fer publie inyelyemettt.

In elttsing. I respeetlitlly aslt that ytttt SI.lP'|=‘t'_IIl~l'.'l‘ l lawai‘i large pretttiutn eiga.t' ennsumers. small
busirtesses. tlistrii-rutttrs. and tttartufaetm'ct's and yete AYE en Senate Eill ST] , Heuse Eill i332
and Hnuse Illill Tttlt written enly as an etteise tas rap ttn large at premium eigars.

Tl't:1nlt yttu ti:-r yuur time and attentien en dtis ta:-Latien matter.

Sineerely. 1/ 1'-

Signature: fill _ l.Jate:

Printed rt me. l'._/'r‘i.t"~f=-‘F %7L=-eye Jr’
_-I-'_' |-

timrla-irrrrs: tr’; Hesse l".l._*l"_El-:!?!'E.t’;-_!.l?.C1_
I-".ipent:[e:
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Cigar Rights ttf rttmerieagflaw
RIIZ: Petitimt tn Sit I’I‘t'i'I5l'I' an etteise ta_.tt_eap eISlI-5tI en large eigars.

I artt writirtg te ynu tntlay as a ennsunter uilarge premium eigars antl te urge yea tn SI.Tl’I=‘t }R'l'
and yete .-lt‘r'E en Senate Eill S’-"] [SE STU. eelnpaniun Iluuse Eill I332 -[IIE I332} a.ttd Ilnuse
lsitl its {HE rtist written ttnly as alt g.~grge_tat_tart_rt1t_!ats.e.tttmtsrt__1ium stints-

.-'ts a large prentiuttt eigar eensunter and entltttsiast SE EH . HE I332. anti IIE ttts will preteet
tny passien ibr large pretniutn eigars a:|td will ne lenger deny large premitttn eigars parity attti
Fairness under the tas eede-

Furtltertttttre, SE STE. HE 1332 a.ttd HE T-till will alse benelit small businesses. ennsumers. antl
in tttrn the state by eneeuraging in-state purehases e[' large prentiurrt eigars. The es-eise tas eap
will iaeilitate large premium eigar retailers tn better priee their prnd uets. eantpete in the natienal
amt irrtematittnat rttarlt et tbr retail sales at" large premium eigars, and ttltimatcly generate pesitiye
grewth et' in-state jebs and tas revenue.

In atltlilittn. Slli l~lT'I. llli I332 and llE Tttll are purely prttpesed ta:-t bills: theretbre any testimeny
ttet directly related ta ta‘-tatien sheuld be dismissed as anrelateti testimeny.

1. Ietlse. l urge yttu ttt I-‘ll.I-Ii.-“I-Ll‘~t'I' these bills irnm being “gutted attd replaeeti ‘ with utber langttagt
uruelated tn an eseisc tas eap en large er premittm eigars; it is an ttnethieal eireumyentinn and
manipulatiun uI' the pruper preeess let publie ittyttlyernettt.

ltt elesing. I respeettiully ash that ynu SIJFPIJET lIawai‘i large premium eigar ennsumers. small
businesses, distributers. a.nd manufaeturers and yute r"'t"r'E. tttt Senate Eill ST] . llmrse liill I332
attd Heu se Eill tstt written ttnly as an eseise tag e_ap_ ttn large__e_rp;e_r_p_itg@:igrtj.

Tbault yeu fer yeur time rutd attentien en this tasatien matter.
I

Sineerely,

Sigrluttlrei___ _ _ _ lItatc: |' let ll?
rrinttu I"~'u|ne: l"'|, tub rrgl |I-._1||_§__

T‘-I"-‘til-*‘~~l*l"t-“-’~*'~i !"'l:r:T=.lB&§¢.llr§l.5t.§l'ili‘_;El:T£l!3l'i!.L!::§l'_S‘- .
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Cigar Rights ef rltmeriea. Haw
Ill E: Iietitinn ta .‘-ilIl’I’tIlIt'I' an eseisgtas egp ttf SILSII en Ia rge eigars.

l am writing tn yea ltt-tluy as a ettnsumer et' lat'ge premiunt eigars anti ttt urge yuu te SUPPORT
attd yttle .t't."r'It tut Senate Eill ST] [SE Sill]. eempanien Heuse Eill 1332 [I-IE I332} arttl Ilause
Eill Ttt‘.-it‘ til]-I Tttliti written ttnly as an eseise tas eap ttrt lgrge 1?-r__1‘1reIT1i_lltl1_fl.l2'.Etl?‘t-

.-"ts a large premium eigar ettnsumer attd enthusiast SE ST] , HE I332. anti HE T69 will preteet
my passiun ltrr large p|'etniu|tt eigars a.ttd will ne lenger deny large premium eigars parity and
Iaimess under tbe t.a't eede.

Furtherntere. SE ST]. IIE 5332 and IIE Tttlll will alse benetit small businesses. eunsumers. anti
in turtt tbe state by eneeuraging in-state pureltases ul large premium eigars. The eseise tas eap
will faeilitate large prcntium cigar retailers te better priee their pretiucts. eernpete in the natienal
and intematienal marltet litr retail sales til‘ large prerniurn eigars. and ultimately generate pesitiye
grttwtlt el" in-state jabs antl ta:-t reyenue.

In adtiitian. SE ST I . HE I332 anti HE Tit‘-I‘ are purely prepnsed ta:-t bills: tlteretbre any testimeny
net ttireetly related tn tasatittn slteuld be disnussed as uttrelated testimeny-

.=‘tlsrn. l urge yea ta Pl1E"r’llltl'l' tltese bills l'ratn being “gutted artd replaeed" with nther lattguage
unrelated te an pg eise ta:_-.1 _r_:ap tu_t_lar_ge_er__premiunt eigars; it is an unethieal eireums-entien anti
mratipulatittn nf the prep-er preeess lttr pttblie insult-lentent-

]|-t etttsjng, 1 respeetlully aslt that yttu SlI]‘F'tilt.T lIawai'i large premium eigar eunsunters. small
businesses. tiistributnrs. attd mattu taeturers and wate ATE en Senate Eill S’.-‘I , Ila-use Eill I332
and Hettse Eill Tttll written enly as an 't.!?€l.!llitil.il1-1_t_-‘_i_t[!__§_tl1 !=t_r_ge_r1_r _[tr_e_n1i1-it'll ei1I',etl‘s.

't'hanlt ytm litr yuur time and attentiett en dtis tasatien matter.
I

Sineerely.

I1l'ig|'|,i|tt|_|_1-r;-j }QA"'*) F3 . _ little"; _ -F

F'rinted I"-lame: '5 . at-s.

llmailr'3t1.tdress:__ _1-3. t"':l5- rI'1ilil_tl-li""i

L-Ctpcede:
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HIE: Petitien te SL‘PP'liIi.'[' an eseise tart eap at‘ Sti'.5tl5 _n_:rr_la_tg_e eigars.

I am writing tn yryrr |;r_r.;]gy as a eunsurner at large prentiurn eigars and tn urge yeu te SLIPPDRT
and sate n‘t'E un Senate Eill l'lTI rSE ST] ]-, eetttpanien Hnuse Eill I332 tl-1E I332} and I-lease
Eill Tttit [HE Ttrili written ettly as an eseisc tat-: eap tut large ttr premittm eigars.

fits a large premium eigar ett-nsunter and enthusiast Sli STI . llE I332, and HE Tti-it will preteet
my |tassie-rt liar large pretnittrn cigars urtd will rte lttrtger deny large premiunt eigars parity and
thirness uttder the tas ende.

Furtbermere. SE STI . HE I332 and iili Ttilt will alse benetit small businesses. eettsu.tners, and
itt lurtt tlte state by eneeuraging in-state pureitases at" large premiunt eigars. The eseise tas eap
will iaeilitate large premlutn eigar retailers te better priee their prtttiuets. eentpete in the natienal
tutd internatittnal marltet iitr retail sales el large premium eigars. and uitirtl-’11e|y geltettlle pa-siti't'e
grnwth nl'itt-statejubs and tas res-enue.

In adtiitittn. SE ST I . HE I332 anti HE Ttill are purely prepnsed tas bills: theretbre any testimeny
tttt-t tiireelly relateti let tasatitttt slttiultl be distntssed as unrelated testimeny.

.1‘-rlsrn, l urge yt:-u tn l’lil.li‘s"l3l"~l'l' tltese bills lrutn being “gutted attd replaced" with ttther lartguage
t_tru't:lt|te-|_l l_t_i an ii:-re tttg_t.'_:1p_tttt_large'_t1t'__p_[etttiut‘rt eigg; lT. is an tJ1te‘l.l‘tlt.‘-r"tl eireumyentien ttltti
mctnipulatittn at" the prnper preeess fur pttblie inwalyentent.

1n elpsit-rg, I rt_:s|1et;tli_|]Iyttslt lltat ynu Sl..lI‘l‘-tl|t.'l' iIawai'i large prentiurn eigar eunsumers. small
businesses. tiistributers. :1|t|;l ntattutheturers and yute AYE en Senate Eill S21. Httuse Hill I332
and Heuse Eill Tell written tmly as an erteise tas eap an large ttr premium e_iga_rg.

'l'ltanlt ynu litr yttur litnt: anti attentien mt this lE|..'~tEtt.lII|]'t matter.

Sineerely.

Signature" — _ t':tnte.

Printe-il'~l:t|ne: I-—E'5'—":'_‘ll “'3' EH5 ‘-'_In_'

litttail.-"tddrt-ss: El-‘ k ll L‘ " L’ I-

iiiprede:
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Cigar Rights ef America. Haw

i
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It I-L: Petitintt tn Sli I’I-"ti'It.'l' an eseise ta_s_e_ap ttf SILSII en large eigars.

l ant writing te yeu tttday as a eettsutner el' large pretniunt eigars attd te urge yea ta SI.ll"'Plil‘!{T
and yete Aitlil en Senate Eill ST] [SE STIJ. tzempaniu-n I-Eeuse Eill I332 {IIE I332} artd Ilnuse
Eill ttts IIIE Ttititt writtett tutly as an gttgi._se_ t_;_rrt_cap_t1rt large er p_tje_n_'ri_|,tnjr_e_i_ga_rs_.

r'ts a la.rge premium eigar eensttmer and enthusiast SE ST] . HE I332. anti HE '-"t'i'l|' will preteet
my pas.sien let large prerniutn eigars and will ne lenger deny large pretniutn eigars parity and
Iaimess ttntler the tas eetie.

Furthelmere. SE S71. HE I332 and HE Ttill will alse benelit small businesses. ettnsutners. and
in tttnt the state by eneeuraging in-state purebases t:-l' large prerttiutn cigars. The eiteise tat: eap
will lbeilitate large premium eigar retailers te hetter priee their pred uets. ettmpete in the natienal
antl internatittnal marl: et fer retail sales at" large premium eigars, and ultimately generate pasitiye
grewtb el in-state jebs anti tas. revenue.

In additittn. SE ST]. ll]-I I332 and HE T-till are purely prepesed tart bills; there lure any testimeny
ttet direetly related te ta."-Latien sheuld be dismissed as anrelateti testimerry.

rttlstt. I urge ynu ta F'l%'.I-Iir"I-lltt'I' these bills irtun being "gutted and replaeed“ with ether langttage
unrelated te an eseise tas eap ttn large er premium eig:|I'!s; it is an unetltieal eireutrwentinn and
manipulatittn el' the pre-per preeess lit-r publie ittyttlyentettt.

in elesittg. I respeett'ully aslt that yeu SUPPCIRT Hawai‘i large premium eigar ettnsuttters. stttall
businesses. distributers. and tnanu laeturers anti yute r-'|t"r'I-'. tttt Senate Ilill ST I ., [lease Eill I332
atttl lluuse Eill Tt-r’-It written nnly as an r;-_ye_i_.s_e tat: eap an large er premitun eigars.

Tbtutlt yea fer ye r time and a en en en this tasatien matter.

Sineerely,
1-. Giff ’/V

l-'i.E5|"|;_1[|_||'|_'; I _ __ _ _ H H _ ____ ' [I-ijltjj 1"‘ -t-P.

l‘rit|ted hiattte: ____

I-Intail A-:ldrt.~.ss: E':1j|r..-.__C-tlI- 1.33""!-

I-".ip-ett-de:
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-I_Cigar Rights ef Ameriea. Hawai

EE-: I-‘etitiun tu ."iI.ll‘P'li.'l'E'I‘ an erteise tart eap _n[StI._5tI en lame eigars.

l am writing te yuu tetiuy as a ettnsutuer el" large premium eigars and te urge ynu ttt SU PPDRT
anti yttlt: AYE en Senate Eill ST] [SE STIJ- eetttpanien Heuse Eill 1332tH1l 1332]-and lluuse
Eill TIT‘? [H]-I test written enly as an eseise tas eap ttn large er premium t:ig.=tr:s.

r‘ts a large premium eigar etmsumer and enthusiast SE ST] , H]-i I332, and HE Tti9 will preteet
my passitm litr large premiurrt cigars and will rte lenger deny large premium eigars parity and
fairness uttder the tas ende.

I-‘ut-thermere. SE ST]. ]l]l- I332 and IIE Tttlt will alse benefit sntall businesses, eensunters. and
itt lttrtt tla: state by ertetruiaging in-state purehases el large pretnittm eigars. The eseise tas eap
will faeilitate large premium eigar retailers te better priee their predttcts. eetrrpete in the natienal
and itttematitmal marltet Iitr retail sales til‘ large premiurri eigars. an-El Ltl1itTH1’tI1'l1-' gefleltlte 11-esitiye
grttwtlt til itt-state jttlt-s anti tits ret-'ettue.

In additiett. SE ST] . HE i332 tutti IIE Tttli are purely prepnsed tatt bills: tltere Ferc any testimeny
rtttt tiireetly relatetl ta tasatittn sltetrld be disntissed as ttttrelated testitneny-

rltlstt-, l urge yea te i"RlI"-r"lll*~l‘l' these bills Ii-ant being “gutted arttl replaeed" with ether lattguage
anrelateti te an t_:;tr_.-_i_sr,-_ trt.s_ eap_r;r_t_Qgi_'gg er premium eigars; it is an unetbieal eireumt.-entien anti
mtutipulatittn at the prnper preeess lbr pttblie ittwalyement.

]|-t elttsing. I respeetlitlly aslt that ynu SlI]'I"t'.'llil'l' iIawai'i large premium eigar eensunters. small
l'tu.sittes:s|:.s. distrihutnrs, attd tnrutulaeturers attd yete r'lt"t’E en Senate Eill ilTl. ||euse llill I332
and Heuse Eill Ttltll written ettly as an eap pa large er premiut!‘|_eig_e.|_'.5.

't'bault yeu titr yuur time attd attentien en this tasatien matter.

Sineerely. @

Sigm|tt|mAgl7(§£*Tb'*H' l:"J-H‘-_'_‘T Tllate: bl/-7'-§'_l'¢lll"'l!""'_~7

Printed Islatne: L ‘D jam“

nail awrrs: ii.-.*€l.""il*j""f.‘S:’-"1‘;‘:l'T‘.P.‘ --_F:.'"Z~..
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-ICigar Rights nf Ameriea, Haw
RI-‘.1 Pelilit:-n tn .‘il_Il’l’t']I HT an excise tart eap nf $tl.5lI en large5iga_|"s.

l a|n writirtg te ye-tr tn-tlay as a eu|t.~a||ner e|' large prerniurtt eigars and tn urge 3.-‘nu in ELIPPUHT
am] vt1te.flt"r'II1en t-ieuate Hill H71 [SB STE}, enmpanien House Bill [332 [HE I352} antl I-tense
Hill Ttii? {HE 'i"ti‘.i|'] writtett tutlgr as an eseis-e tart eap mt Jarp_e ur |'2II't:l'|IiLl2l[l eigam-

-its a large premium eigar enrtsuiner and enthusiast SH H71, I-IB I331, and HB '."t.'1-'J' will preteet
|n_-;.- pa_ssiu|t lhr lu1'_t;|.: pr-e|niu|'n eigars arttl will rte lenger deny large pretniunt eigars parity and
taitttess under the tazt ende.

I-‘urttiertnm-e, su HT], III1 I332 and IIB rsa will alse l:-ettelit small businesses. ennsumers. and
in turn the stale lay eneeuraging in-state purehases el' large premium eigars- The es eise |iI."t eap
will taeilitate large premium eigar retailers te better priee their pred uets, eennpete in the natienal
an-Ll interitalianal rr|arl.;t:t liar retail sales e|"|:1rge p|'e|niu1n eigars, and ultimately’ generate pe-sitit-"e
gniwtlt e1"in-state jetts and tas: revenue.

In atltlitien. 2'-ill HT]. lllit l33-I am! Ills ‘Hit! are ]’tLil'El‘j." p|'ep-esed tax hills: titerefere any testimeny
net direetly" related le ta:~:atie1t slteuld he dismissed as urtrelate-:| testimeny-

.-"'tlsn_ I urge ynu tn l'-‘1itl;“‘I.-"lil‘-|'I' these hills Ji-am being “gutted and replaced“ wil|-, nth“ [mguflgt
an related le an eaeise_tas_1:a1t_e1t large er premium eigars; it is an mtelhieal eireumt-entien aml
manipulatintt ef the prnper preeess ter publie irwult-'ement.

ln elnsing. I respeeI.['ull;~1 aslt that 3,-nu 5it.li’i't'IIlt.'[' llawai‘i large premium eigar eensumers, small
husintesses, dist|'ihuters._ and mattu Faeturets and vale r"t"t’E an Senate Bill it’-I'| . llause Eill I332
and Heu se Bill T-'~I5'!ll writtett nttlg.-' as an  i1p_5g|1 |ar_t_'_e__ttr _[rre1t1_it1|_1t_I;;i_gaL*t.

'l'i:|anlt _'§,-I.I|Lt ftir }-'tt-L:||' time and attentien mt this tartatitut matter.

Hineerely.

-*5-=t:_natI.|re: _ l'.I:tte1 ‘P

Printed Na|neM3Fk E-=!'1_ _i ______

|i|1|r|i|,-'».-qldn,-:=.~:: _ __ __

SQ F I15“ktiptttde:
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§igar Rights bf America, Hawaii _iII

RE: Petitiun ta iilil’l’t']IR'l' an ereeise ta: eap af SlI.5-ll an large eiga rs.

[ am w1'it_i:|1g in ym| tmlay as a emtsumer all large premium eigars and le urge ynu tn l-il_.||="l’t.']-H'l'
and 1.-'t1tt: A"r'Ee:1 t-ieuate Hill H7] [SB ti'i"l]. eampanien Hal-tse litiil I33-E {llli l33l]- -'-Iutlil llnuse
|a|| rue ma rest twin-zit nnly as an  u3ii£I_I_gs_fir_P.Ife!]JiLJtI'I_" =5Feie

.-“ts a large itreminm eigar ennsume|- and enthusiast SH 3'-"1, HB I332. anti HE T159 will preteet
my passien lit-r large premiuin eigars anti will 1te lenger tle:|1y large premium. eigars parity and
thimess under the tas ende.

I-‘uriliem-re-re, SH tit'l't , llll 1.‘!-31 and ms Tb‘? will alse benefit small businesses. eerisemersi and
in tern the slate hy eiteeuragiitg in-stale pureitases at large premium eigars- The eseise tee-: eap
will t‘-aeilitate large premium eigar retailers tn better priee their pretluets, eempete iin the natienal
:]_1tr;| interlttttiunal martial ihr retail .5.;-!lL"'!i- el" large premium eigars, and ultimately generate pesitiee
grnwth n[' in-state jnhs and L1.‘-1 revenue.

ln ad-:litinn_ SB EH. Hlit 1332 and Ill! rss are purely prep-nsetl ta:-t hills: tlteretbre any teslimeriy
net tiireetly relateti 1e tasali-arr slteuld he dismissed as unrelated testimttrty.

false. I urge ynu ta l’l1l.E"t"IiI'~l'l' these hills l're-m lteing“gulted and replaeed" witlt ather language
urlrelated tn an eseisel.a}i_e_np__n|t_la|'_gye nr premium eigars; it is an urtetltieai eirenm eerttinn and
manipulatinn -afthe prep-et' preeess fer publie int-altretrtent-

In elesing. I respectfully" ash that ynu 1'-til l’]’{}li.T liawai‘i large premium eigar eansurlters. small
businesses. ilistrihntnrs, and ntanuiaeturers and ynte .-‘t"|"E en Hnate Hill HTI, I-1 muse H-ill I331
and Hnuse Hill ’Hi'J' written nnly as an ese-Ese ti|:_t ea[r_n;_r_i_l_ggge ar premium eigars-

Tltanh ynu tlir year time and attentien an this tasatien rnaI.let'.

‘iineertl__ . . 5.‘ Fr___

' ' '1} "Fr
Si_g|tature:_£JL:L‘b _ _ _ ____ Date: lg :F""tI"'l 2 I

E"|'inle|:l Name: Lulilllhlfi -Sh:-.,|||.‘r¢-U; ,1 _ ___ _

time-I ideas: .s'..l". E.i.mass...@_fiE£l.¢.£an__ _ ..
ll ti “IQ -1I-’.ipen-ie:
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Cigar Rights uf Ameriea, Haw
‘E

E.
RI-1: Pelilian la .‘-ll l l’l’t]It~t'l' an eseise Ia: eap ef Stl.5lI au__l_:_t_r'ge eiga rs.

[ am writing tu yen luday as a eunsamer all large premium eigars and le urge ynu tu EU PPDHT
and yete .!|.‘r'E en Senate Hill HT] [til-I BT11. eumptutiun Huuse Hill [333 {HE [3331 and I-luuse
I-lill l"ti'=l {HI-I T69] written nnly as tat eseise Ina eap mt large nr ]':r|:|'r‘:it!T_|_t.:_lgEtf'.§:-

Fts a large premium eigar euttsumer :1|‘|tIl enthusiast SB 3'1"]. HE 133-I, Ettttl HE T59 will preteet
my passiea liar large premium eigars and will rte lenger deny large premium eigars parity and
Fairness under the tas ende-

I-'urthe:rmu-re. tilt Hill. Hit [332 and [H3 1’-5'] will alse beaetu small businesses. eunsumers. and
in ttu'n the state by eneeuraging in-state purehases el' large premium eigars. The es eise taa eap
will theilitate iarge premium eigar retailers te better priee their pred uets. enmpete in the natienal
and iruernatiunal marl; el iiir retail sales -at‘ large premium eigars. and ultimately generate pasitiye
grewtlt at" in-state_ie-hs and tas reyenue.

In addiliun. I-ill SH. llli I332 arul tilt ass are purely prnpnsed t.a:~: bills; therefare any testimeny
nut direetly related in tas atiea shauld be dismissed as anrelateti testimeny.

alse. l urge ynu te FREE‘-.-’lih|T these bills Tram heiag “gutted and replaee-:1" with ether lartguage
unrelated ta an |:!_3gi_t2_lS_rl3j;'!?;£_-E§l_[l- en large er premium eigars; it is an unethieal eireurrr eentiun and
manipulatimt ui the prnper preeess Eb-r publie in'-'ulyement.

In ele-sing, I respeel liully aslt that ynu SIJPPDRT llawai‘i large premium eigar ennsumers. small
husinesses. distrihumrs. and ma|tul'aet1.|_rers tutti 1.-'ute r"t"r'l'l urt Senate liill El? l .. Flu-u se Hill 1333
[|_1‘|_£| Hausa Bill TIE-‘ll writ!-:,:|'| nnly as an ' ' Tas _etJ_[i_n_rt__l@t[g_e_1._tr El'El't'lll'.lI'l:ll eigars.l'.ll\.LIl

Thanl-. ynu t'nr yu ur time and attentien en this ta:-;atie|t matter.

E-lineerely,

li-ignature: éfl _l: Z _ Z _ Date: ldzfi ill-ifCi; ._
Printed Name; P __ _ __

ltmail ,|"t|:jrlr-es.-=.: _ 1_

l”»i|1-Hr-1»-*1 is Er ltr. -
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it-r ii -1Cigar Rights uf America, Hawr
li'.F.: Petitiett te Sl.-'P PU RT an eseise tart eap at‘ .“itt.:T~tl an large eigars.

I a.1n writing tt: ytnt tu-day as a eunstlmer ell large premium eigars and tu urge yuu It: SLJPPURT
and yule AYE un Senate I3ill ST] lftili ti?!)-, eumpanien Huuse Bill E333 [1 ll'l- 1332} and lle-use
liill 'iI‘t'i'-J' [I lli ass} written nnly as an eseise las eap un large ur pre|n_i_|.g_n__gigars.

.-"ts a large premium eigar eu-nsumer an-d enthusiast SH 3?] . l-[I3 1331, a|1-tl HB T159 will preteet
my passien lbr large premium eiga rs and will nu lenger deny large premium eigars parity and
thirness under the ta".-t eutle.

1*"urlhermure. Sll ET] _ Ill; I331 and llli TE‘; will alse henefit small businesses. eunsumers. anti
in tum the stale hy eneeuraging in-state purehases at large premium eigars. The eseise tas e-ap
will l'aei|itale large premium eigar retailers tu better priee their pruduets. ettmpete ir| the natienal
and intematienal marl-:et zlbr retail sales ui' large premium eigars. and ultimately generate pusitiye
grewtlt at in-statejults anti Ins revenue.

ln atltlitien. SB HTL HE 1331 and l[]El 'l'ti'-II are purely prupused tart hills; thereture arty testimeny
net direetly related tu tasatiun she uttl he dismissed as unrelated testimeny.

r'tlst"|, I urge ynu te l‘l-tl-1"»-‘iil"~iT these bills t'rurn being “gutted and replaeed" with ether langl-lilttl‘
unrelateti tu an eseise ltut eap an l:t§1g_r5_11rgtp_i_t|11t eiears; it is an unethieal eireum yentiun and
manipulalien el'1i-re prnper preeess Fur publie inyulyement.

In elnsing. I respeetlitlly aslt that ynu Sl.ll"'l’tlI'l~l'.'I‘ l lawai'i large premium eigar eunsumers. small
htisiness-es, -r_lislrit-ruturs, antl 1rta|1u1aett|1'ers and t-‘me .-!t.YE- un Senate Bill E‘? I , llnuse Hit! I332
and lluuse liill 'l'Er'-J written enly as an erteise tart taup erl ltlrttfi "F 1'1I"=I!".IIl.l1!.t.1_'i3it;.fi-

Thanl-: yuu tbr yuur time and attentien en this tazeatien matter.
I

‘-rineerel
( I

"_j.ii::|"|;;j|[|_||'|;; |h-|!c_ KEDI '-Ill

iiritrletl ltifl-|'lil.'l

1-Imail Address: J'1'="l'9""t'» U" left lhul 1 bk“ D '

?.l]IIl;1ZIl'.lE! _cl|l;'Jrl Ll‘ l i
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Cgar Rights uf Ameriea, HawEl ii ll"-
in

RE: Petititln ta SllI‘I‘{ 1-HT an e1eeis_g_t_g_s eap at‘ S{l.5-it an large eigars.

l am. writing in yuu tntlay as a eunsuiner atllarge premium eigars anti tn urge yea ta Sl.iPPURT
and -rute A.‘li’FIe|1f:i-enate liil1ti‘?'I {SB ti'l'lj|, eumpanian Huuse Bill I332 {HE I331} and liluuse
ltitl Tin‘.-I tHI:t ]'tr'J'] written enly as an eseise tas eap an large nr prt-ruiu|n_e-_iga_rs-

-"ts a large premiurn eigar eunsumer and enthusiast SE Sill- HE 13.32, anti HE T69‘ will preteet
my passiua ltrr large premium eigars and will nu lenger deny large premitlnt eigars parity antl
Fairness unde|' the tax ende.

Furthermnie. t-ill Hill. llli [332 a.11d [H3 T-ti!-ll will alse benefit small businesses. eunsumers. tut-d
in turn the state by eneeuraging itt-stale purehases ei huge premium eigars. The eseise tas eap
will titeilitate large premium eigar retailers te better priee their prn-duets. enmpete in the nati-anal
antl internatiunat marltet t'ur retail sates at large premium eigars. an-tt ultimately generate pasitiee
gruwth eliin-statejehs and tart reyemte.

In adtiiliun. SI! ST1. Ills I332 and [llt '1'-Mt are purely prupased tart bills; theretiare tuty testimeny
nut direetly related tn tasatiuit shuuld betlismissed as unrelated testimeny.

fltlsu. I urge y-au lu PIi‘Lli"-.-’lit*~l'l' these hills tiwnm heing “gutted and replaee-:1" with uther language
unrelatett tn an ese_is;r__1a;>t eap en large er premium eigars; it is an unethieal eireurrwemiun and
manipulatiun uf the prnper pru-eess lbr publie in ~.-'ulyeme|1l.

ln elusing, I respeettirily aslt that ynu E-tL|I"*Pt'.'lRT Hawai‘i large premium eigar eenstlmers. smali
husinesses, distrihuters. and 1mu1ut'at:turers and eute r"t"r'l:'. an Senate Hill S? l .. llflllse Hill 1333
and Huuse Bil] 'l‘II5'Il written enly as an _r;ag=;ise_1a_s eap_a_41_l§I_|;_r3_' fir premlltltt eigars.

Thault yea fur yuur time and attentien en this tasatien matter.
|'

‘tint-erely

Signattlrez Date: - /I ii?

Printeet I"-ll‘ " /%-t /‘Qr.a____. .
li.m.'|il ,-'t-ridre.-et; _é'lIAa_IJ'-Pi-Fr: if

kfliptutle:
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Cigar Rights af Ameriea, Hawai‘i
litltlz Petzitinn tn Sl.l['l't".tli.'[' art tgt-_:_ise ta:t egp ttf Stl'.5tl ttn large eiga rs.

I ant writing tu ynu tntlay as a ennsumer at" large pretniutn eigars and tu urge yttu ttt Sl.lPP't_'IRT
and ynte r1t“r'l-‘. un Senate Bill ET-'1 [SH 331']-, eempanitm H uuse Ill-ill I331 it Ill 1331} and iinuse
Bill Tit-'-J‘ [I-ill ‘it?-'Il,'| written uttly as an eseise tas eag _n_rt_l_a_r;__:'; l?'I‘.£?IIitI.1filtl1JJ_*-?.l_E'E-

.-"t.:-; a large premium eigar eansumer and enthusiast SB ETI, HI3 1331. and HB T15-‘ll will preteet
my passian Fur large p-rentiunt eigars and wili ttu Ettnger tieny large premitlnt eigars parity atttl
thimess under the tat: eutle.

1-urthennure. SH HT-‘I . lllt 1331 and HB ’]"tr'J will alse benefit small businesses. eunsumers. and
in turn the state hy eneeuraging in-state pttrehases uI' large premium eigars. The eseise tas eap
will laeilitate large premium eigar retailers tu better pri ee their ptuttuett. eempete in the natienal
and intematienal marttet ti-tr retail sales uitarge premium eigars. and ultintateiy generate pusitiee
grnwth ut' in-state juhs an-tl ta:t revenue.

ln atltlitiun, H13 tt't't. till I331 antl liH’Ttitil' are purely prupused tas hills: theretlure any testimeny
nnt direetly related tu tasatiun sltuultl be disntissetl as unrelated testimeny.

rtlsu. I urge yuu te Pt~l‘.li‘t-‘tilt-i'l' these hills li'em It-eing “gutted and replaeed“ with ether language
unrelated tu an egeisg ttut eap an large er prentium eigars; it is an unethieal eireta-n-.-entiun an-tt
manipulatian u-t'the pruper preeess lhr publie irtyut-rerttettt-

[rt t-lasing. I respeetthlly aslt that ynu Sl.ll*I‘t]RT I-iawai‘i large premitun eigar ettnsunters. small
husittt-sses. distrihuturs, anti manutiteturers and yttte .-*t.'t"l'I en Senate Hill it'll, lltltete liill U31
and Hause Eill ’.|'ti'!l|' written enly as an t_.*_.~_t_t,'is!_'_ tas_1;ap_t)tt_l_Et_tg_t_t_t}L{=rentiunt eigals-

Tltanlt ynu thr yuur time and attentien an this tasatiun matter.
I

':~ii:neerely,

iiignitturet _l.-gig _ litate: {X1-_.i /1']

Printed blame: Mi? tr-rt-t -t-»l'tt-sj _ _____

ssat.r.t;,.@.;.t..t-..+<-=».~
Ktpeutle: _l_'S
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Cigar Rights nf Amt-g'iea., I-iawai‘i
RE: Petititrn In SUPPORT art erteise tart eap at‘ S'El.5'lIl an large eigars.

l ant writing tu yuu tnday as a ennsumer ttllarge premium eigars and ttr urge ytru tu Sl.l|’!l'Ult'l"
in-||;l eete .-‘t."t’E ttn Senate I?-ill STI -[S13 371}. etrmpaniun Iluuse Hill I333 |[IlH I333] amt llnuse
liill ‘H19 {IIH 'i'ti'-.l]- written nnly as an es eise_ta;_t_e_:tp_rr_|]_Lagt__t_g ar premium eigars-

.-"ts a large premium eigar eensumer and enthusiast SI3 tt‘l'l. IIB 1333. and III! Ttitt will preteet
my passien I'ur large prentium eigars anti will nu lenger deny iarge pr-erniunr eigars parity and
Fairness trtttler the tart etttle.

Furthemrure. SB 8'?-‘I. HE 1333 and H13 rsa will alse benetit small businesses, eunsurners, rrrrd
in tum the state by eltetruragirrg in-state pureltases nt‘ large premium eigars. The eseise tas eap
will Faeilitate large premium eigar retailers tn hetter priee their pru-duets. eumpete in the natienal
and intematienal ntarltet Far retail sales ullarge premium eigars. anti ultimately generate ptrsitiw:
gre-wtlt uI'in-state_ittbs and tas revenue.

trt additiurt, Slit tt'l‘l. HB I331 and H13 it?-It are purely prupusett tart bills; theretitre arty testimttny
nut tiireetly related tu ta.‘-tatiun sltuultl be dismissed as unrelated testirrrtrny.

rt-.lsu. I urge yea te t"ttli‘t-'til‘~i't' these bills frnrtt being “gutted and replaeed" with ether language
ttrtrelated tu an etteise ttu-: eap an large ttr prerniurn eigars; it is an unethieal eirerrmt-entiun and
manipulatitrn el'the pruper preeess liar publie irr'ettlt.-'e|'|tertt.

In elusing, I respt-ettully aslt that ymt SLTPPDRT Hawai‘i large premitrm eigar ettnstrrtters. srnall
businesses, distri huturs. and ntttntrtitettrrers antt etrte .-tr‘|’Il:I trrr Sen ate liill till], llnuse liill I331
amt Huuse lilill Tfitit written nnly as an 1_1;~;_e_i_r-t_e tas eap en large er prentium eigars-

Thartlt ynu far yuur time and attentittn an this tasatiun matter.

Sineerely. P

Rignatnre: _ _ __ lllate: L LL‘ _ 'l_|'

l*ri||ted l"~'t|I||e: _[-5-t_,___1_.;|__"-;-;,g_,_=__._-,_i___ _ __ _

Entatlrtuztdress: g:_ t--..,:Ig_1,.-._.-_.,,.__‘ Eat’ Q‘ gir,._..g-Ll..e.s.-..

a|~ae- ...ftrs.:ts. _
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Cigar Rights uf America, Haw
ItlI‘.: Petititttt tn Stl Pl‘l'.l‘lt'I' an eseise tas eap trf SII.5_Il_ en_Ia_rge eigars.

I am writing ltr ynu tnday as a eurtsurner etlarge prentiunt eigars and te urge yutt tu SUPPORT
and yute A‘r"l'I en Senate Bill ti~’l'l [S13 STIJ. ettmpaniun I-lease Bill I333 -[H13 I332} antl I-luuse
I.tilI 'r'till {HE l'ti'l:l'} written ttrtiy as an es eise 1:-rs eap trrt_l§|_|_'ge_tg@[51'[|ti|,|!§|_gigars-

As a large premium eigar eurtsumer and enthusiast SE ET]- HE I332, attd I-1H 'l'tiil' will preteet
my passiun ttrr large premium eigars an-d will rte lenger deny large premitlm eigars parity and
Fairness under the tas ende.

tiurtltermure. liilt ttlll. lllt 1332 artd [lit 'l'-till will alse benefit small businesses. eunsumers. and
in tum the state by eneuurrging itt-state purchases et' large premitrm eigars. The eseise tas eap
will facilitate large premiunt eigar retailers re better priee their prnrluets. etrtnpele in the natienal
antl internatiunal rtraritet Fur retail sales -aflarge premium cigars, and ultimately getteratc pesitiye
gt'ewtIr utlin-state jehs artd tart re‘-renue-

In atltlitien. tilt till, lllt I332 and tilt ass are purely prapesed tas bills; thcrctbre arty testimeny
net direetly related te tartatien shuuld be dismissed as unrelated testimeny.

Aisn, 1 nrge ynu re Pl'lti'y'|il-l'l‘ these hills trnm heirtg “gutted and replaced“ with trther lartgttage
unrelated ta art eseise tart eap en large er premium eigars; it is ttn unethieal eireum eenrian and
manipulatitrn ei the prnper preeess Fur publie inytrlyentent.

I|t elusirtg_ Ii respeettitily aslt that ynu Sl..lPPt'ltltT llawai'i large premiunt eigar eensttmers. small
ltusinesses. distri huturs, and rttanut'aeturers and vete .-tr YE en Senate Hill ST l-. llnuse Bill I333
and Huttse Bill T59 writtett enly as an eseise_ta.y_ gay-r__ep_|_g;ge_n_|~__p_rgntiunt cigars-

Thanlt ynu Fer yuur time and attentien en this tasatien matter.
I

Sincerely,

Sit-'-ltalur-e' =*':_::;rL- tlate: l - l'£r-' l7

Printed Name: E .r-1-rl_'t it _

I-Imail .I't|:ld|'ess: Efi liy 5,-flit __.g':_:; Ettj_i--1.:-r_,' |l ._ sf}

tilts"-"1lt'I _‘l.'£=-.1 li_'i'._
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Cigar Rights uf America, Haw
It I-‘.: Petitinu tn Sli PPtl'lt'l' art eseise tart eap at‘ SIl._SII en Ia rge eiga rs.

l am writing ttr ytru tn-day as a cunsurncr et' large prerniunt eigars and tu urge ytru te SUPPORT
and yute A‘lr'l'I-en Senate Eill ST1 [SE STU- eumpaniun lluuse Eill I333 {IIE I331]-and lluuse
Bill T59 E1111 ‘"191 1-rritltat attlr Hr art rasi;.~eJ.a_t..'.-Tart. ratlatsr-" tt.t.rt.eat.tiatrt_eir1.'aes-

As a large prentiunt cigar eunsumcr and enthusiast SE S’-ll . HE I332. anti HE 'l‘ti":1' will preteet
my passiun iirr large premium eigars and will nu lenger deny large prernitrtn eigars parity antl
Fairness urrd er the las etrtie.

Furtltermnre, SE ttlll. HE 1332 artd Hl.t 'l‘-till will alse beae tit small businesses. eunsumers. tuttl
in tttnt the state by eneuuraging itt-state purchases at large premium eigars. The eseise tas eap
will iaeilitate large premiunt eigar retailers tn hetter priee their prnduets, eampete in the natienal
rutd intematienal marltet Fer retail sales at" large premium cigars, and ttltirnately getteratc pesitiye
grnwth at in-state jabs and tart reyenue-

In adtlitiun. Slt ST], lllt I332 and Hlt tart are purely pr-apesed tas bills; therclure ruty testimeny
rtut direetly related te tartatiun sheuld be dismissed as unrelated testimeny.

A-Istr. l urge yuu tu l‘Ftti"r'l-Ibl'l' these hills Trttm heing “gutted and replaced" with ether lartguage
unrelated ta an eseise tart eap en large er premium eigars; it is an unethieal eireum yenlirrrt and
manipulatiun tt[' the prttper prtteess lit-r publie iltw-tlt'euteJtt.

In elnsing, I re.-tpeetihlly aslt that ynu SUPPDRT llawai‘i large premium eigar etttrsumers. snrall
businesses. distrihutttrs, tmd ntanuliteturers and rule .-tr-"t'E trrr Senate ltill ST L llt’=~Il-'FI'-‘ Bill [333
arttl Iluuse Eill 'l'ti‘-It written unty as an I1'?»Zt';i!tt£'_l§ItI;-t_Il'.t3|_]_'t_tfl1'|_!;l_[tg_t;l'tl' premium clears-

Thanlt ye-u lur yuur time and attentitm tm this tartatittn matter.
I

Stneerely,

Sigrtalrrrte. _ _ _ _ _ l:lE|IIttI I - 23:.’ l-T

Printed i"tart|e: _

Email Address:

raw: _‘i‘t3lt.‘i _ .-
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Cigar Rights uf America, Haw‘he Hi

rt
r-rt

ItlI‘.: Petititttt tn S-ll Pl‘tl‘lt'I' an erreise tar eap at‘ SII.5tl gnlgrgc eiga rs.

I am writing ttr ynu tnday as a eurtsurtter at large prentiunt eigars and tn urge ytru ttt PPURT
and yttte AT E en Senate Eill S’l'l [SE it'll], ettmptutiun [lease Eill I333 {HE 1333} and llluuse
Eill 'r'ti'5l {HE 'r"ti'l:l'] written enly as an es t:ise tas eap un la[ge_pr pr-grgi_u_|_n_c_i

As a large premium eigar ennsumer and enthusiast SE till]- HE 1332- anti HE Tti‘i|' will preteet
my passiun fur large premium eigars and will ne lenger deny large prerttium eigars parity anti
tairness under the tas cede.

Furthermnre. Slt Sill. lllt 1332 and HE 'l‘t5-‘J will alse benefit small businesses. eunsumers. artd
in turrt the state by cncu uraging i|t-state purchases et' large premium cigars. The eseise tart cap
will facilitate large prcmiunt cigar retailers tn better price their pru-duets. eerrr pete in the natienal
;|rttl ittlerltttlitttttll tTl;tr'ltt:l ii_rr retail sales rt-Tlrrrge premiurn eiga rs. and ultirtrately gerterate pttsitit-'e
grewtlr ntiin-stateje-hs artd tas revenue-

in attdititn-|_ Slt it'll, lllt I332 amt ltlt Tttdt are purely pmpused tart hills; therethre arty testrm-any
net directly related tn tasatien shauld be dismissed as unrelated testimeny.

_,-'5|,|5tJ, 1 nrge ynu tu PI?-'._h“r'Iil*~1T these bills t'rum heing “gutted and replaced’ with etlter lartguage
unrelated tn an gggi.-ge_tart cap en large er prcmitun eigars; it is an ttnedtieal cireumacntien and
manipulatiun pi the prupcr preeess Fur publie invelyement.

In elusing. I respeetliully aslt that ynu Slll’Pt'ltIt'l‘ liawai‘i large premium eigar ennsumers. small
ltusinesses, drstrihuturs, and rnanufaeturers turd etrte AYE en Senate Eill ST], Htrtlse Eill I333
tmtl I-ltrttse Eill Ttill written enly as an es eise tas e:rp_tg'| E_rge_ttr_pre_rt_t_iu|rt_eigaes.

Thanlt ynu Fer year time and attentien an this tretati-an matter.

Sincerely,
. .-""lr:.|I"‘.:i|g|rir.turt': -' _ _ _ l1ate:_i—_fif,y__iF

Printed ht" : -I"Ixi'l::"|'.r_?|;-;i-T-fl_|rr;;"- fléjg.

E-Irnnit Address -fj|_,.rt£',ti',|-i-i»'t1.s-*-rs-f  fiLflT{ ,__ti;r._.._

'rii|t'='-1-1l*~'1_..ilrtr.EE'5'..rf. .
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Cigar Rights nf America,Hawai"i
RIC: Petitiutt ta Sl.|l-'l’Il.'.’Ili'.'l' an e:tt'ist' tas eap uI'Stl-.Stlrn1 Ia rge eigars-

I anr writirtg tu yuu reday as a ennsumer ei large pretttiuttt eigars anti ttt urge yttu te Stll-'l’t‘.'lIlt'I'
and vutc ATE en Senate Eill SH iSI3 BT11. eempanien llnuse ltill I331 tl I l:t I331]: and Hetrse
Eill '."ti'-It [lllt T69] writtett tt-r|l_y as an er-r_eise_t;t.‘;r_grgt en large er prentitttn eigars.

As a large pt'e|nitun eigar eanstlnter and enthusiast SE S’-I‘ I . lllt I331. turd lllt 'i't'3‘ll will prtrtect
my passien lerlarge pretnium cigars and will nu lenger deny large prentrunt cigars parity and
lairness under the tas cede.

l-'ur'thermure. SE Si] . HE 1331 and HE 'l'ti':1' will alstr benetit small husirtesses. certsurners. artd
in tum the state by eneeuraging in-state purchases uttarge prentiunt cigars. The eseise tas cap
will titeilitate large prerniunr cigar retailers te hetter priee their pruducts. cempete in the natienal
and internatiertal marltet lur retail sales nf large premium eigar.-r. and ultimately generate pesitiye
grnwth ut in-state jehs and tart revenue.

In adtlitien. Slt t-t'l'I. lllt I331 and lllt-ll ‘ltill are purely prttpttscd tart bills; theretirre any testimeny
net dir'ectly 1'elated tu tattati-an shuuld be tiismissed as unrelated testimeny.

.=t.|5n, | in-gr; ynu te l‘ii'.li‘v'l ibI'l' these hills Frem being "gutted an-d replaced" with ether language
uttrelated tu art escisc tre: cap en large er premier-|15;igar_s; it is an urtetitical eircumverttien an-tl
nsanjprrlntirrn eJ'1l-|e prnper preeess litr puhlic irtvelvement-

in elusing. l |'espeett"ully aslt that yett SIJPPDRT Ilawai‘i large prertriunt eigar ettltslllttets. afltall
businesses. distri huturs. and ntarrutireturers and vnte A‘|"lII en Senate Eill STI, Huttse Eill 1331
and llutlse Eill l"titl' written enly as an eseise tart eap en large er premium eigprs.

Tltrutlt ynu Fer yuur time and atteetittrr an this tasatirrtt rrtatter.

Sirtecrelv

Sigrra|r_r|e: __ llatei

Prruted Harrie;

Entail Address: y__,J'_,,,__,r,:__|l;_4@‘5r|_.5|-|_.t§|rJ_:.-t'_.;g,.|y_ __ _

=<ww= its r..se.. -
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Cigar Rights af America, Hawai I'-
ll?‘

1.115; 11;-tjttun t.-,1 5[JI‘I'-[]H'l‘ an es eise t_a:e eap ul' $11.5!) an large eigars.

1 am writing ta 1,-'t;|-|_| ttttjtty as a etmsunter at large premium eigars ant! la urge 3.-at: 1n E-illl'PIl.'.'Il'-LT
antl ‘rate .-'I|.‘|"E an 5-enate Bill ti?! {EH fi'.I‘1,'|. t:t111:|]':aJ1lt1-J‘| lzlause Hill I331 till? I331] an-:1 Ilause
Bill T6‘-I {Hli T69} written {nnly as an esei_s_e_ta:t eag an lttgttt trr E1-|_f[tt_'q_1,tm e-iga rs.

.-"ts a large prentium cigar erutsumer an-|:l enthusiast SB HT], HE 1332. antl III} Tfi‘? will prateet
mgr passian tar large |t|\emium eigars am] will nu leutg,e1' den}-' lttrge |:rte1nit|m I;i§='_t1|I‘_'t parity an-:1
latrrtess under the ta:~: ende.

I-'urthern'tare. SH H’? I . llli 13-31 anti HE T69" wiil alsa henelit small businesses. eattsu.-|tters, anti
in tum the state E1_-,- eltanuragittg in-state pttrehases at large premium ei;.;ars. '1'he eseise tas eap
will Faeiltlate large premium eigar retailers ta hetter priee their |'.|-ra-:lueLs, eatnpele in the natie-|1al
and i:nternatltm.al market tar retail sales of large premium eigars, anel ultimately.» 1g_er|er:!te pasitive
1:-_rt:-wth afitt-stttte jt:-hs aml tas t'ew'e|tue-

l|| a|:lr_llI.lt1|t, HR 31']. Ill! I332 and [Eli ‘T-'=|5'll are |tttreI}- prapase-:l I.a:~: hills; thereltt re any testilnany
ant ellreetl;-r related ta tas atian slmultl be tiismissed as tmrelatetl testimeny.

."ti.stt. I urge ye-tl la FRI-l‘~."li[*-l'l' lltese hills tram heing “gutted an-:1 replaee-:1“ willn nther language
unrelated ta an eseise_1_a.~_-: eap an large ttr [1_r§r'[1ium eigars; it is an unetitieal eireunwentian and
l'l'li2l|'li]'!II.1l:.11i1m at the prnper preeess far publie in1.'a[ver|tenl.

In elaslng, I rest:-e1.:ll11ll].-' ask tltat yttu *5'l_lP]‘Ul-l'l' llawal‘i lar_|_:.e prentitltn eigar ennsumers. small
businesses. tlistrihutms, and |11am|l‘.|eIurers and sate ATE an Senate liill ti-“TI, H ause ll-ill I3-32
an-:1 Iln use Hill T69 wt-itten 4:-|1|§,' as an eseise lax e;||14__:n_larg_t__:irr tgremittm trig,-':|r_:_=_.

Tl-|r|_tti~; ;mt| It:-r 3.-ttur time and attentien an this I.i3_‘~Lfl’[l-|Jl1 matter.
F

btneerels

Eilgnatutl-:--l 5?"""""_?
l"ll|'|[L‘A.l Name: !“{~¢

lintatlftddress: _____ _ i

F'l'l|:"|\'_'|.‘|-Cl.-|‘:! _
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Cigar Rights af Ameriea, Hawai‘i
It E: Petitintt tn l-itIl’l’t]Ilt'I' an eseise Lax eap aI'1'ltI.5II an la rg eigars.

I am writing It: gnu tt'|-d:-1}‘ as a ermsumer nl" large [I-t‘I3|‘l1lI.lltI eigars and tn urge yuu tn I‘iI.ll-'I"'t_IIlI'l.'I'
and ~.'ate.¢'t."r'II1nit Hettate Bill HT] [Elli Bill}, eentpanien Hause Bill I332 [HR I332]|a1td House
Bill '="ti!i|' [HE T139} writtett enly.-' as an eseise tart eap an large ttr rlreminm eigars.

.-‘ts a large premium eigar ennsumer and enthusiast HE 3?] , I-[B I331, and HH 'i"t-r':l' will ]tt'eteet
lny passiait :l'er large premiurn eigars arid will rte le11ge1' deny large tzrrelnittm eigars parity and
fairness tinder the ta:t ende.

l"ut1hertnare. SH Hill, HB I331 and HI} TB‘! will alse benefit small businesses, eemsunters, and
in tum the state by eneeuraging in-state purehases at large pretnium eigars. The eseise lets eap
will Iaeilitate large premitnn eigar retailers In hetter priee their pred uets. t;tlI'l'l|'.H.!lt..‘ in the natienal
a|'|tl interrralirmal marl: et Fe-r retail sales all large |1remium eigars. and uiti|natel;,- generate pa-sitit-e
E'_l'IIl‘|-'t"l|l el" in-statejehs and tas revenue.

In a.tldilian_ till HT], llli I332 and lllt TM! are purely prep-ased tart hills; theret"-are any testimeny
nnt direetly related ta taztatien shattld he dismissed as tutrelated testimengr.

.-"I|.|se_ I urge yuu te I-‘I-iLli‘|.-ilil“-|'|' these hills tram heing “gutted and refrlaeed" with nther language
unrelated ta an eseise tax eap nn large er premium eigars; it is an unethieal eireurnt-entiett and
tnattinulatien at the preper preeess tar pal:-[ie in '-'t1l1»'e|'|'tent.

In eh:-sing. I respeetllully aslt that ynu St.|l-"Pfill'.T lla'e.'ai'i large |1|'emi1.tnt eigar ennsumers. small
htlsinesses. distrihuta-rs. artd manul'aettu't*rs tutd t.-‘ate .»’tlr'E an hienate Hill E71. Hill-ll-"iL‘ Hill I333
11114.! lltluse Fiill TE-'9 wTi1lt:n trttly :|_s an eseise ta:-.3 _e':11't__t‘1;|1_l;|r_~ge_ttr_[t_tjet_t]_i_|.1[t1_t;l_g_;|_r§.

Thartl-: yen fer greur time and attentien en this tazttttien matter.
I

Sincerely,

I'|'ir|1ed ;'~la:|||e: .7‘_T~:_5.-;'=r-.—.=_.=..r-.=.-r= __

tIr=1=-il P~~=l~=='sH=== .-5s*es:t£ese.fiti?fsssr€.;2t??e* testes. .
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._l'Cigar Rights of America, l-law _
lilll: Petition to HLFPPIIIIRT an esei.s=t' tax eap of 511.5" on la rge eiga rs.

I am writirtg to you today as a eensutrter ol large premitlm eigars and to urge yuu tu SUPPORT
and sate AYE on Senate Hill Ell tfili E-Tl}. eumpaoien Huuse [t-ill I331 [lllt 1331} and House
[lllt 'l‘ti~'iI' tlllt Tti-9'} writtett tutly as an e_seis;|;_tag_e:_tt;t;i|t large or premiurn eigars.

as rt large premium eigar eoosttmer and enthusiast SB HTI . IIll- I332, and lllt 'l't'i9 will preteet
my passiutt liu-r lat'ge p1'etr|it||'rt eigat'.s uttd will nu lurtger tleny large ]1Il'I:t1'llLllTl eigars parity and
laimess tmder the tart eutle.

Furthermore. SB 3'31. HB 1331 and HE T59‘ will also benelit small businesses. eunsumers. and
irt tttrn the stall: by erteooraging in-state Pttrehtlses t1l' large |'.lI‘I.Il]'liLll'l\ eigars. 'l'lt|..* eseise ta:-.' eap
will liteilitate large |-tremiuot eigar retailers to hetter priee their pt'oduets. eompete i1t the national
and international otarleet for retail sales of large pretnium eigars, artd ultiotately generate 11-usitit-e
growth of in-state _iobs and tas revenue.

in addition. SH 3?] , HI} I331 and HE Ttill are purely |:tro|'t-used las bills; tl'terel't:-re any testimorly
not direetly related to ta:-zation shottld be dismissed as unrelated lestirnony.

Also. l urge you to l'l~lI'-L‘-"lil“-l'l' these hills from heing “gutted and replaeed" witlt other lattgttage
urtrelated to an eseise tazt eap an large or |;1rernit||_'|'t t:_i_gai_-.s; it is an unethieal t_'lreu|tl't'erlt:ittt'| and
lrtaniptrlatiort ut'|he |'|rt:|‘|-er preeess t'or ptthlie itu.-'olt'eitteot-

la elosing l resp-eetlully aslt that you S-l.l]"I"'lIIIIi-".T llawai‘i large premiurn eigar eunsumers. F‘-Iflflll
busirtesses. distributors. and trtauu laeturers and 1.-‘ti-le AYE on Senate Bill Hill. House Bill 1331
and llouse Hill "res written only as an eseise tas eap on large or |'.tt'emit11rt eigars.

Thanlt you liar your time and attertlititrt on this tasation matter.

Eiineerely

itiigut-stare: little:

I-Itnailftddress: _

J-".i|1-onde:
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Cigar Rights of America. I-lawai I"\-
ii

HE: Petition to 2'-ill]'I'tJ H'.'l' an eseise ta_:t'. eap of $tIt.5t'l an large__t_-igars.

l ant writing to you today as a eortsurtter at large premitttn eigars and to urge you to -SUPPORT
rutd ‘rule .-'!|.'|"E un Senate liill ltill -[SH 371}, ettrr|]aa:rtit_tt1 llausr: Bill I331 {HE 1331) antl Iluuse
Ii-i1I ‘Hill -[HE 'i'tttI'} written only as an _la:~_t__e.1|t_t1|t_large or gremium eigttrs-

fits a large premium eigar ennsumer and enthusiast SB STI. HI! I332. and IIB TE‘? will proteel
my passion liar large premium eigars artd will rte lurtger tlelty large ['1-1'e-tttittttt eigars parity and
fairness under the tart eode.

Fttrtherrrtore. HI! t-I'll. Illl 1331 and IIB 113'} will alstt benelit small husinesses, eonsunters. tutti
in tttru the state by eaeouragirtg in-state purehases ol' large ]’tt'et'|‘tiLtm eigars. The eseise tas eap
will lia-ailitate large |:+t'e1niuttt eigar retailers to hetter priee their nroduets. eempete in the national
attd intematienal otarltet lhr n.-tail sales of large pretniam eigars, and ultitttately generate 1:1-ositiye
growth ttI' in-state johs and tart revenue.

in ;1.rj.;litin|1_ F513 .El1-'[_ lllt 13.31 and 1-1|-I ’l'ti‘iI' are purely ]‘_lI['l;t]'_t~|_I|'.~;ttLl tas hills: there lore arty testimttny
not tiireetly related to taetatioa should he dismissed as unrelated testimony.

ftlso. I urge you to PRl£‘y'Iil‘-"l' tltese hills From heing guttedand re nlaeed" with other language
ttrtrelaletl to an gi5eise_ta5_eag on large or |1_re1-oirnn t.jga[_s: it is art unethieal eireamyerttion and
ntanipttlatioo ot'the ]"irtmet' trrtteess titr |-tuhlie iovo]veme|tt_

lo elosirtg, I resrteetlitlly aslt that you SUPPORT llawai‘i large |tremiutr| eigar eunsumers. small
bttsittesses.tlistrihutors. attd tnattulaetttrers and vole .!|.‘i’lII on Senate Hill 371. l"lt1lItt=E "ill 1331
aod llouse Hill 'T"ti":l' written o:rtIy as an e:5re_|_:ie ta"-1 eap ort large ur tftremritgjrl _e_i_ga|:s_.

1 -t. -

Signature: _ ll-ate: _l_}i!-'lr_/Ililrll

Printed I‘~lame: l l _

Email ."ldd:|'I.:ss: E" l:'ll"'|'\_ __

L-".i|:|eode1

Thanh you liar your time and attention on this tastttie-It Ilttltter.
I

Sttteerelv
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RE: l'etiti-an tu 5l.lI’P'l.'J HT an eiteise tart eap t:-I." $11.51] un large eigars.

I atn writing ttt you today as tt ennsumer al' large premium eigars and to urge yuu la ETUFPDRT
art-Ll ‘stile r\\"E en Fierta ll: l_l-ill HTI til-H 37 I t>tJrri]'.r.'tniur| lltluse Hill I331 till! I331] and llnuse
Hill res {HE rest writtett only as an e:-teise tas egp on large ar gremium eiggtg-r_.

.-"ls a large premium eigar ea-nsurrter and enthusiast ltill Hill. ll[-I I331. antl [ll] '.I't.i-‘ll will preteet
my passiutt litr large |1-retttiurrt eigars and will no ltutger tletty large prelttiutti eigars parity and
ilalmess ttnder the tart eotle.

liultberatere. SH it'll. Illl 1332- and Hll T69‘ will also benelit sroall businesses. eunsumers. and
itt turn the state by ertettltragirtg i|t-stale purchases ttl' large prelttiultt eigars. 'l'lte eseise tart Ll-tl|‘t
will faeilitate large premium eigar retailers to better priee their pt'oduets. eompete in the national
atttl iotentational market tor retail sales of large premium eigars. artd ultimately generate positive
growth ttl'i|t-statejobs and las reverltte.

In addition. SB 3?] . Hlil I332 and HB TE‘) are purely prop-used ttts bills; therefore any testimony
nttt direetly relatetl to ta:-attiart shuuld be dismissed as unrelated testirrtulty.

alse, l urge you to i’li'.Ii"v'F.l*~l"I' these bills tram heittg “gutted and replaced“ willt other language
unrelatetl tu an eseise tart eatt- on large ttr premium eigars; it is art unethieal eireumventiun and
tttanipulalion of the proper proeess for puhlie iitvolvemettt.

In elt:-sirtg. I respeellitlly aslt that you EUPPURT llav-'ai‘i large premiunt eigar ettttsumers. small
ltttsiltessefi. tlislrllt-ulttrs. arttl tttaitulaetarers arttl vote i5t"r'lIl tttt Senate Hill HT] ., [louse Hill I331
a.rtd House I:lill ‘Ft.-‘El vt-ritten ottly as an eseise ta:-r eap ort large or prentiam eigars.

Thartlt yuu litr yuur time arttl attentiott tnt tltis ta:-tatitin matter.
F

liitteerely.

Signature: %\ ti [II-ate: "/-it-iii '1
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 7:05 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: b.leong@thehavanaclub.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Bernard Leong Havana Club Honolulu Support No 

 
 
Comments: I am a small local business that will supports a tax cap. I hope that you will 
consider this when making a decision. Thank you.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



To:   The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair
  and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Date:   Wednesday, February 1, 2017
Time:   2:00 p.m.
Place:   Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From:   Les Drent
  for the Hawaii Cigar Association
   
  Re: HB769, Relating to Taxation

Dear Representative McKelvey and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & 
Commerce,

The Hawaii Cigar Association (HCA) supports the findings of the Legislature, and we also support 
HB769, a bill that places a tax cap of 50¢ on large cigars.

The HCA contends that large cigars are rarely--if ever--possessed or consumed by minors and there-
fore pose negligible risk to them. Children are not attracted to cigars, and their cost--between $5 and 
$30 apiece on average--prices them beyond the reach of most minors. 

The HCA is committed to protecting the freedom of legal-age adults to enjoy cigars. Pursuant to that 
aim, HCA is also committed to revising the burdensome Hawaii tax code, which disadvantages local 
cigar retailers, and the Kauai grown cigar industry by requiring it to pay far more than its fair share 
in taxes for their artisanal products.  The current wholesale tax of 50% also incentivizes consumers to 
buy cheaper cigars from unlicensed sources outside the state.  

The HCA stands united with the Legislature in ensuring that Hawai‘i’s youth be discouraged from us-
ing tobacco of any kind, including cigars.  

On behalf of all those who enjoy cigars, we thank you for your consideration on this very important 
tax bill.  This law would bring parity to the tax code, support local businesses, and farms, and keep 
Hawaii’s tax dollars at home.

Sincerely,

Les Drent
for the Hawaii Cigar Association

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



CAP THE CIGAR TAX! 
Create Fairness and Equal Opportunity for Hawaii Businesses

hawaiicigarassociation.org

Tax Caps in other US States with high % Cigar Taxes

Arkansas
(68%mfr. price, 50¢ cap)

Connecticut 
(50% wholesale, 50¢ cap)

Florida
(no tax on cigars)

Iowa 
 (50% wholesale, 50¢ cap)

Michigan
(32% wholesale, 50¢ cap)

New Hampshire
(No tax on premium cigars)

Oregon
(65% wholesale price, 50¢ cap)

Pennsylvania
(no tax on cigars)

Rhode Island
(80% wholesale price, 50¢ cap)

Wisconsin
(71% mfr. price, 50¢ cap)

Washington
(95% taxable sales price, 75¢ cap)

US Government 
(52.75% mfr. price 40.26¢ cap)
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Date:		 January	30,	2017	
	
To:		 The	Honorable	Angus	L.K.	McKelvey,	Chair	
	 The	Honorable	Linda	Ichiyama,	Vice	Chair	
	 Members	of	the	House	Committee	on	Consumer	Protection	&	Commerce	

	
From:	 Jessica	Yamauchi,	Executive	Director,	Hawai‘i	Public	Health	Institute	
	
Re:		 Strong	Opposition	for	HB	769,	Relating	to	Taxation	
	
Hrg:	 February	1,	2017	at	2:00pm	at	Conference	Room	329	

	

	
Thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	submit	testimony	in	STRONG	OPPOSITION	of	HB	769	which	would	
lower	the	tax	on	large	cigars	to	the	lesser	of	a)	50	cents	each	or	b)	50	percent	of	the	wholesale	price	for	
each	cigar.			
	
The	Coalition	for	a	Tobacco-Free	Hawaiʻi	(Coalition)	is	a	program	of	the	Hawaiʻi	Public	Health	Institute	
(HIPHI)	that	is	dedicated	to	reducing	tobacco	use	through	education,	policy,	and	advocacy.		With	nearly	
two	decades	of	history	in	Hawaiʻi,	the	Coalition	has	led	several	campaigns	on	enacting	smoke-free	
environments,	including	being	the	first	state	in	the	nation	to	prohibit	the	sale	of	tobacco	and	electronic	
smoking	devices	to	purchasers	under	21	years	of	age.		
	
Cigar	smoking	harms	health.		According	to	the	National	Cancer	Institute	and	the	U.S.	Surgeon	General,	
cigar	smoking	causes	oral	cavity	cancers	(cancers	of	the	lip,	tongue,	mouth	and	throat)	and	cancers	of	
the	larynx,	esophagus	and	lung,	heart	disease	and	chronic	obstructive	pulmonary	disease	(COPD).		Cigar	
smoke	contains	the	same	toxins	as	cigarette	smoke,	and	many	new	cigar	products	are	more	easily	
smoked	and	inhaled	just	like	cigarettes.		
	
Changing	the	tax	rate	promotes	regulatory	and	tax	loopholes.	The	Coalition	has	been	fighting	this	
legislation	for	the	last	4	years.	Large	cigars	are	already	taxed	20%	less	than	other	tobacco	productsi.		
Tobacco	companies	are	notorious	for	taking	advantage	of	loopholes	to	qualify	for	lower	rate	by	
modifying	their	cigars,	even	increasing	cigar	weight	by	adding	material	used	in	kitty	litterii.	Lowering	the	
tax	on	large	cigars	compared	to	cigarettes	and	small	cigars	will	make	these	products	more	affordable	to	
price-sensitive	youth	and	encourages	those	smoking	cigarettes	to	switch	to	cigars,	rather	than	quit.			

|_| AWA|*| COALITION
( 5 PUBLIC TOB.f?ZC?:FR]§EQHEALTH C/HAWAII
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Large	cigar	sales	have	INCREASED	while	State	health	costs	continue	to	RISE.		Between	Fiscal	Year	2015	
and	2016,	cigar	sales	in	Hawai‘i	increased	by	3.9%iii.	Tobacco	use	remains	the	leading	cause	of	
preventable	death	and	disease	in	Hawai‘i,	claiming	1,400	lives	each	year	and	costing	the	State	$526	
million	in	healthcare	costs	directly	attributed	to	smokingiv.	Cigars	today	are	no	longer	just	smoked	by	
older	men.	Instead,	the	cigar	market	consists	of	products	that	vary	widely	in	sizes,	shapes,	flavors	and	
prices,	making	them	appealing	to	a	broader	audience,	including	kids.	Lowering	the	tax	will	make	it	even	
more	appealing	for	teens	to	start	smoking.		
	
The	public	supports	taxing	large	cigars.	An	independent	poll	conducted	by	Ward	Research	Inc.	for	the	
Coalition	in	November	2016	finds	that	77%	or	nearly	8	out	of	10	registered	Hawai‘i	voters	support	taxing	
other	tobacco	products	such	as	smokeless	tobacco	and	cigars	at	the	same	rate	as	cigarettes	as	part	of	
efforts	to	reduce	tobacco	usev.		
	
Cigars	appeal	to	kids.	High	school	students	and	young	adults	smoke	cigars	at	twice	the	rates	of	all	
adults.		Young	people	model	adult	behaviors	and	more	kids	are	learning	to	smoke	cigars.	According	to	
the	national	2011	Youth	Risk	Behavior	Surveyvi,	young	adults	(ages	18-24)	have	the	highest	cigar	
smoking	rate	at	15.9	percent	compared	to	6.6	percent	of	all	adults	that	smoked	cigars	in	the	past	
month.		In	addition,	cigars	are	less	regulated	than	cigarettes	and	are	able	to	use	kid-friendly	flavors	that	
attract	youth	to	their	product.	
	
Lowering	or	capping	taxes	on	any	tobacco	product	sends	the	wrong	public	health	message.	Hawai‘i	is	
already	considered	a	vanguard	state	in	the	nation,	with	our	current	smoke-free	and	tobacco	control	laws	
protecting	our	residents	and	children.	Hawai‘i	has	been	leading	the	way	in	tobacco	control,	and	this	bill	
is	a	step	backwards	for	our	State.	Hawaii’s	progress	against	tobacco	must	continue.		
	
The	Coalition	strongly	opposes	HB	769	and	respectfully	ask	the	members	to	hold	this	bill	in	committee.		
	
Mahalo,	

	
Jessica	Yamauchi	
Executive	Director	
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i	Tobacco	Tax	(Chapter	245-3)	-	$0.16	per	cigarette	and	little	cigars,	50%	of	wholesale	price	for	large	cigars,	and	70%	of	
wholesale	price	for	all	other	tobacco	products.	http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol04_Ch0201-
0257/HRS0245/HRS_0245-0003.htm		
ii	Bloomberg	News.	“Tobacco	Firms	Save	$1Billion	With	Kitty	Litter	in	Cigars,”	28	Feb	2013.	
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2013-03-01/tobacco-firms-save-1-billion-with-kitty-litter-in-cigars		
iii	State	of	Hawai‘i,	Department	of	Taxation.	“Tobacco	Tax	Collections	and	Licenses	–	Year	Ending	June	30,	2016.”	
http://files.hawaii.gov/tax/stats/monthly/2016fyr7.pdf		
iv	Campaign	for	Tobacco-Free	Kids.	“The	Toll	of	Tobacco	in	Hawai‘i,”	25	Sept	2015.	
http://www.tobaccofreekids.org/facts_issues/toll_us/hawaii		
v	This	study	by	War	Research,	Inc.	summarizes	findings	from	a	phone	survey	among	n=806	Hawaii	registered	voters,	conducted	
between	October	17	and	November	8,	2015.	
vi	Campaign	for	Tobacco-Free	Kids.	“Not	Your	Grandfather’s	Cigar,”	13	Mar	2013.	
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/content/what_we_do/industry_watch/cigar_report/2013CigarReport_Full.pdf		
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 10:52 AM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: mz9995@hotmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/31/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Michael Zehner 
Hawaii Smokers 

Alliance 
Support No 

 
 
Comments: We support any tobacco tax decrease. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



To:   The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair
  and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Date:   Wednesday, February 1, 2017
Time:   2:00 p.m.
Place:   Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From:   Les Drent
  for the Kauai Cigar Company
   
  Re: HB769, Relating to Taxation

Dear Representative McKelvey and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & 
Commerce,

The Kauai Cigar Company, its employees, and industry partners stand in strong SUPPORT of 
HB769, a bill that places a tax cap of 50¢ on large cigars.  

This bill, if passed, would bring parity to the Hawaii tax code, and our Kauai grown cigars would fi-
nally be treated fairly under the law.  For years, our company has been paying much more than its fair 
share of taxes as a result of an extremely high cost of production here in the Islands.  Because the tax 
rate is percentage based, our competitors are selling the same size cigars, but are able to charge less 
tax as a result of a much lower cost of goods.  Furthermore, many of our competitors’ cigars are made 
entirely by machine and sell at very low price points, thus driving the tax liability to a mere fraction 
of what Kauai Cigar Company must pay every month on its M19 returns.

Also impacting our farming business negatively is the loss of sales as a result of many Hawaii con-
sumers purchasing lower priced mail order premium cigars from outside of Hawaii.  We strongly 
believe that few, if any, of these consumers file usage tax returns on their out of State purchases.  We 
lose, the Department of Revenue loses, and ultimately the people of Hawaii lose with the loss of tax 
collection.

Even under this unfair tax structure, no farm laborer is paid less than fifteen dollars per hour, and full 
time employees receive the benefit of full health care insurance, paid in full by the company.  Ev-
ery employee is covered by Worker’s compensation insurance, and Temporary Disability Insurance.  
When you add all this together and tax the final product at 50% what you have are cigars that are 
priced between ten to twenty dollars by the time they hit store shelves.  And at these prices, we would 
venture to guess that these cigars never reach the hands of a youth consumer!

For all these reasons listed, all of us at Kauai Cigar Company applaud each and every Hawaii Legisla-
tor that recognizes our hard work, and our right to be treated fairly under Hawaii tax code.

Sincerely,

Les Drent
Farmer/President

Kauai Cigar Company
6200 Kawaihau Road, Unit B, Kapaa, HI  96746  USA

Ph:  808-822-4495  Fax:  808-822-9731

@904"

< KAUAI >
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W



TO: Chair Angus McKelvey and Members of the Senate Committee on Consumer 
Protection & Commerce 

 
FROM:  Mokule’ia Cigar Company 
 
RE:  HB 769, Large Cigars; Tax 
  Hearing Date: February 1, 2017 
  Time: 2:00 PM 
 
My name is Kalani Matsuura and I am the owner of Mokule’ia Cigar Company. I recently started 
retailing large premium cigars in June of 2014.  
 
I support HB 769 which creates a tax cap on the sale of large premium cigars. I am a tobacconist 
and a consumer of large premium cigars. Until becoming a cigar retailer I purchased majority of 
my large premium cigars online. Purchasing online gains no revenue for the state. The cap 
would benefit local cigar retailers, consumers and generate revenue for the State. The cap will 
allow local retailers to price premium cigars at competitive rates and consumers will be able to 
purchase premium cigars at fair market pricing. The State would see in increase in local sales 
thus, gaining tax revenue for the State. Protection of our current brick and mortar cigar stores 
and cigar retailers is paramount. The tax cap will provide the local cigar industry potential for 
growth and stability.   
 
Mahalo for considering this testimony. 



L E G I S L A T I V E    T A X    B I L L    S E R V I C E 

TAX FOUNDATION OF HAWAII 
126 Queen Street, Suite 304  Honolulu, Hawaii 96813  Tel. 536-4587 

 
 

SUBJECT:  TOBACCO, Lower tax rate on large cigars 

BILL NUMBER:  HB 769 

INTRODUCED BY:  SOUKI 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  Reduces the tax on large cigars to the lesser of: (1) 50 cents per 

cigar; or (2) 50% of its wholesale price on and after July 1, 2017. 

BRIEF SUMMARY:  Amends HRS section 245-3 to provide that large cigars shall be taxed at 

the lesser of: (1) 50 cents per cigar; or (2) 50% of its wholesale price on and after July 1, 2016. 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  July 1, 2017. 

STAFF COMMENTS:  Presently, the tobacco tax on large cigars is 50% of the wholesale price. 

This measure would reduce it to either 50 cents each, or 50% of the wholesale price, whichever 

is less, on and after July 1, 2017. 

The adoption of this measure would, in theory, lower the price of large cigars, but it is 

questionable why the legislature would want to single out costly large cigars for a tax break. 

In addition, because the tobacco tax now feeds several special funds, the recipients of largesse 

from those special funds, such as the University of Hawaii Cancer Center and the John A. Burns 

School of Medicine, would have a vested interest in any proposal to reduce this tax. 

 

Digested 1/27/2017 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 5:55 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: jesilva@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/26/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Jordan Silva Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Aloha, A long time ago, a friend described a cigar as a small camp fire you 
can take with you anywhere. It is a place to talk to friends, to bond, to relax. I support a 
50 cent tax cap on large cigars. Good cigars have a lot of great qualities; smooth 
calming smoke, the robust flavors of earth and leathers, but the most important of them 
to me is the community they build around them. I do not purchase cigars online, ever. I 
choose to spend my money with local small business, as I enjoy the experience of 
walking into the shop, talking with the employees, hanging out in the lounge, and 
relaxing with people who share a common interest. And most of all, supporting 
kama'aina. The cost to buy cigars locally is already very high, our taxes are some of the 
highest in the nation, and this only adds the challenge of running a small business in 
Hawaii - but for the experience, I currently pay the higher price. Continuing to increase 
this tax won't make me stop smoking cigars, it will force me to spend the money out of 
state, where I don't have to pay any taxes, or a much more reduced tax. My money will 
then go to large corporations, free of a GE Tax, instead of small businesses in Hawaii 
like Tobaccos of Hawaii. Taxes are a fair part of government, but excess tax as a 
method of policing behavior is not part of that. A 50 cent tax cap is fair. Mahalo, - Jordan 
Silva 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 4:30 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: keane.tanaka@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/26/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Keane Tanaka Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 2:51 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: pk.hitest@spamgourmet.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/26/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

P Kuromoto Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 12:14 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: cee3po@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Sean Chai Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: This tax cap will help support local business' there is a constant battle with 
online retailers which are not affected by Hawaii's heavy taxation. Given a 50 cent tax 
cap will NOT affect the number of people who enjoy cigars, if will not create an 
environment for new smokers either. This cap will allow local retailers to remain 
competitve with out of state sources. Keeping the ever so important money, within OUR 
state. This bill has nothing to do with health, opionons directed toward that subject will 
have little to no value in regards to what the purpose of this bill is, and should be seen 
strictly as a adjustment to taxation.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, January 29, 2017 2:03 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: pipelinemax@outlook.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/29/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Kimo Cruz Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, January 29, 2017 10:54 AM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: kealii2002@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/29/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

dustin hao Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: submitting in support of this tax cap. disregard previous testimony. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, January 29, 2017 10:51 AM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: myers_florida@rocketmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/29/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Johnathon Myers Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments: Testimony to SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars. I am 
writing to you today as a consumer of large premium cigars and to urge you to 
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 871 (SB 871), companion House Bill 1332 (HB 
1332) and House Bill 769 (HB 769) written only as an excise tax cap on large or 
premium cigars.As a large premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 871, HB 1332, 
and HB 769 will protect my passion for large premium cigars and will no longer deny 
large premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code.Furthermore, SB 871, HB 
1332 and HB 769 will also benefit small businesses, consumers, and in turn the state by 
encouraging in-state purchases of large premium cigars. The excise tax cap will 
facilitate large premium cigar retailers to better price their products, compete in the 
national and international market for retail sales of large premium cigars, and ultimately 
generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue. In addition, SB 871, HB 1332 
and HB 769 are purely proposed tax bills; therefore any testimony not directly related to 
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony. Also, I urge you to PREVENT 
these bills from being “gutted and replaced” with other language unrelated to an excise 
tax cap on large or premium cigars; it is an unethical circumvention and manipulation of 
the proper process for public involvement.In closing, I respectfully ask that you 
SUPPORT Hawaiʻi large premium cigar consumers, small businesses, distributors, and 
manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 871, House Bill 1332 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, January 29, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: kealii2002@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/29/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

dustin hao Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: I oppose tax increases on tobacco products. Increases in taxes will force 
local tobacco retailers out of business. Our state should support local small businesses. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2017 8:11 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: mikeinnanas@aol.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/28/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Mike Duarte Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Our cigars are pricey enough as is, please don't price us out of paradise 
when it comes to our simple luxuries.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2017 5:29 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: ian.k.a.aoyama@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/28/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Ian Aoyama Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2017 5:23 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: lakanebangay@ymail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/28/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Ryan Bangay Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2017 5:17 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: rkkumalaa@yahoo.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/28/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Raymond Kunalaa Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2017 12:20 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: makule@maui.net 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/28/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Bill Medeiros Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I support the tax cap on premium cigars. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2017 8:36 AM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: dmiyahira@hawaii.rr.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/28/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Dan Miyahira Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: RE: Petition to SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars. I am 
writing to you today as a consumer of large premium cigars and to urge you to 
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 871 (SB 871), companion House Bill 1332 (HB 
1332) and House Bill 769 (HB 769) written only as an excise tax cap on large or 
premium cigars. As a large premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 871, HB 1332, 
and HB 769 will protect my passion for large premium cigars and will no longer deny 
large premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code. Furthermore, SB 871, HB 
1332 and HB 769 will also benefit small businesses, consumers, and in turn the state by 
encouraging in-state purchases of large premium cigars. The excise tax cap will 
facilitate large premium cigar retailers to better price their products, compete in the 
national and international market for retail sales of large premium cigars, and ultimately 
generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue. In addition, SB 871, HB 1332 
and HB 769 are purely proposed tax bills; therefore any testimony not directly related to 
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony. Also, I urge you to PREVENT 
these bills from being “gutted and replaced” with other language unrelated to an excise 
tax cap on large or premium cigars; it is an unethical circumvention and manipulation of 
the proper process for public involvement. In closing, I respectfully ask that you 
SUPPORT Hawaiʻi large premium cigar consumers, small businesses, distributors, and 
manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 871, House Bill 1332 and House Bill 769 
written only as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars. Thank you for your time 
and attention on this taxation matter. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2017 8:33 AM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: jason.park1@aol.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/28/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Jason Park Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2017 8:25 AM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: lakanebangay@ymail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/28/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Ryan Bangay Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 11:08 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: tyskik@yahoo.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Tyson S Ikehara Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 10:40 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: noelaraki@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Noel Araki Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I support this bill. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 10:30 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: kurtsahara.gtr@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Kurt Sahara Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 10:15 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: keala.legacy@yahoo.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Keala Fuiava Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 10:00 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: cigarguynhi@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Michael Monroe Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 7:58 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: alankane@hawaii.edu 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Alan Kane Individual Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 5:15 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: cabatbat@aol.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

erik cabatbat Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 4:58 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: thasugarbear@hotmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

leroy woods jr Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 3:57 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: tai1983@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/27/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Tai Erum Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, January 29, 2017 6:14 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: DHCigarman@aol.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/29/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Dennis A. Huddy Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I am submitting this in support of HB769 to reduce the tax on large cigars 
from 50% wholesale to a $0.50 cap on each large cigar. Hawaii retailers are placed at 
an unfair advantage competing against mainland companies with lesser tobacco taxes. 
If this bill would pass it would increase local sales thus increasing the tax revenue for 
the state. This is not my first time submitting testimony for this bill. It has gone through 
several iterations over the years. It disturbs me that each year we submit testimony the 
anti-tobacco lobbys submit theirs containing nothing but rhetoric and innuendo. No 
empirical data is submitted to support their false claims. First, lowering of the cigar tax 
will not encourage young people to smoke cigars. I ran a cigar shop for seven years and 
the only time I had a problem with young people coming into the shop were decoys for 
tobacco enforcement trying to get us to sell to minors under 18. Most of my customers 
were over 35 years of age. Second, all of the comparisons with health risks are based 
on cigarette smoking, not cigars. I can even provide FDA study’s tha conclude that the 
data indicates that consumption of up to two cigars per day, while not completely safe, 
is neither associated with significantly increased risks for death from all causes, nor 
smoking-related cancers. And third, cigar smoking is not habit forming. Cigar smokers 
smoke for pleasure and need not smoke every hour or every day. And lastly, the second 
hand smoke study, the demon raised by the EPA was thrown out of Federal Court in 
1997 based on conjecture and poor scientific method. Even after the studies would not 
prove their assertions they doubled the numbers and still could only increase the risk by 
a factor of 1.3. Based on that they classified second hand smoke as a Class A 
carcinogen even though such substances normally increase the risk factore by 3. 
Please consider this bill to help the state and not give into fears from boogie men. 
Dennis A.Huddy 1582 Eames Street Wahiawa, Hawaii  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 10:12 AM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: janetmgrace@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Janet Grace Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: I strongly oppose HB769, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the 
lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of the wholesale price for each cigar. Cigars 
are tobacco products and are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. Cigars vary widely in 
sizes, flavor, and packaging that make them appealing and appear less harmful to 
broader audiences including kids. Cigar smoking causes cancer, heart disease and 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Large cigars can contain more nicotine, 
tar, and carbon monoxide than cigarettes. Hawai‘i ranks among the highest in the nation 
on passing smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and children. 
Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health 
message. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. 
Lowering the tax on large cigars compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make 
these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and encourages those smoking 
cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit. Further, lowering the tax will make it even 
more appealing for teens to start smoking. Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco 
control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. I strongly oppose HB769 and ask 
you to hold this bill in committee. Mahalo, Janet Grace District 19 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 10:58 AM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: jjw333333@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Jake J. Watkins Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



1

CPCtestimony

From: mgagen@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Marilyn Gagen
<mgagen@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 12:50 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition of HB769, Relating to Taxation

Dear House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce,

To:  The Honorable Angus McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair
        Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

Hrg: February 1, 2017 at 2:00pm at Capitol Room 329
I strongly oppose HB769, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products and are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. Cigars vary widely in sizes, flavor, and packaging
that make them appealing and appear less harmful to broader audiences including kids. Cigar smoking causes cancer,
heart disease and chroni c obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Large cigars can contain more nicotine, tar, and carbon
monoxide than cigarettes.

Hawai‘i ranks among the highest in the nation on passing smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents
and children. Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Large cigars are
already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars compared to cigarettes and
small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and encourages those smoking cigarettes
to switch to cigars, rather than quit. Further, lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start
smoking.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose
HB769 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Sincerely,
Marilyn Gagen
59 -398 Ka Nani Dr
Kamuela, HI 96743-8500



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 1:27 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: cstlouis@hpu.edu 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

chuck st louis Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: strongly support this measure. Failure to pass this will simply drive 
purchases out of the state,on line etc, loosing further tax revenue. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



1

CPCtestimony

From: bmih@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Bryan Mih
<bmih@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 1:45 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition of HB769, Relating to Taxation

Dear House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce,

To:  The Honorable Angus McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair
        Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

Hrg: February 1, 2017 at 2:00pm at Capitol Room 329
Dear Committee Members:

As a pediatrician and medical director of the HEALTHY Quit Smoking Program, I strongly oppose HB769, which would
reduce the tax on large cigars.

Cigars are tobacco products, just like cigarettes, and have the same harmful effects.  They are strongly addictive.  The
secondhand smoke is toxic and contains many cancer causing chemicals.  Cigars vary widely in sizes, flavor, and
packaging that make them appealing and appear less harmful to broader audiences including kids. Cigar smoking causes
cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Large cigars can contain more nicotine, tar,
and carbon monoxide than cigarettes.

Tobacco use is still the leading cause of preventable death in the United States and in Hawai`i. It costs our state over
$336 million in healthcare expenditures every year. Tobacco impacts both smokers and those exposed to secondhand
smoke.  Smokers can suffer from cancer, cardiovascular disease, and lung disease.  More than 1,000 people die in
Hawai`i every year from tobacco use.  Many more of our keiki suffer from respiratory illnesses, asthma, and additional
hospitalizations due to secondhand tobacco smoke.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Lowering the tax on large
cigars compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit. Further, lowering the tax will make it even
more appealing for teens to start smoking.

I strongly oppose HB769.  For the health of our keiki and everyone in Hawaii, I urge you to hold this bill in committee.

Bryan Mih, MD, MPH, FAAP
Pediatrician

Sincerely,
Bryan Mih
1944 Naniu Pl
Honolulu, HI 96822-1758



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 2:32 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: hhwlee@hotmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Herbert Lee Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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From: vyontz@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Valerie Yontz
<vyontz@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 3:47 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition of HB769, Relating to Taxation

Dear House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce,

To:  The Honorable Angus McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair
        Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

Hrg: February 1, 2017 at 2:00pm at Capitol Room 329
I strongly oppose HB769, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products and are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. Cigars vary widely in sizes, flavor, and packaging
that make them appealing and appear less harmful to broader audiences including kids. Cigar smoking causes cancer,
heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Large cigars can contain more nicotine, tar, and carbon
monoxide than cigarettes.

Hawai‘i ranks among the highest in the nation on passing smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents
and children. Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Large cigars are
already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars compared to cigarettes and
small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and encourages those smoking cigarettes
to switch to cigars, rather than quit. Further, lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start
smoking.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose
HB769 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Sincerely, Valerie Yontz, PhD

Sincerely,
Valerie Yontz
677 Auwina St
Kailua, HI 96734-3430



Petition to SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars. 

 

Aloha, I am writing to you today as a consumer of large premium cigars and to urge you 

to SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 871 (SB 871), companion House Bill 1332 (HB 

1332) and House Bill 769 (HB 769) written only as an excise tax cap on large or premium 

cigars. 

 

As a large premium cigar consumer and enthusiast, SB 871, HB 1332, and HB 769 will 

protect my passion for large premium cigars and will no longer deny large premium cigars 

parity and fairness under the tax code. 

 

Furthermore, SB 871, HB 1332 and HB 769 will also benefit small businesses, consumers, 

and in turn the state by encouraging in-state purchases of large premium cigars.  The 

excise tax cap will facilitate large premium cigar retailers to better price their products, 

compete in the national and international market for retail sales of large premium cigars, 

and ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue. 

 

In addition, SB 871, HB 1332 and HB 769 are purely proposed tax bills; therefore any 

testimony not directly related to taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony. 

 

Also, I urge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced” with other 

language unrelated to an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars; it is an unethical 

circumvention and manipulation of the proper process for public involvement. 

 

In closing, I respectfully ask that you SUPPORT Hawaiʻi large premium cigar consumers, 

small businesses, distributors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 871, 

House Bill 1332 and House Bill 769 written only as an excise tax cap on large or premium 

cigars. 

 

Mahalo for your time and attention on this taxation matter. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 10:38 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: Traeboogie@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Melvin Baldwin Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 10:37 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: darlene.ben73@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Darlene Ben Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 9:57 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: Blang57@msn.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Blane Arakaki Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 9:23 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: alankane@hawaii.edu 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Alan Kane Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 9:12 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: sushisupremehawaii@yahoo.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Grant Kawasaki Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 9:01 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: devin@pcgamerzhawaii.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Devin Wolery Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 8:54 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: dtown_dawg@yahoo.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Donnell E. Freeman Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 8:51 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: lanson@2020autodetailing.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Lanson Siazon Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Stop losing tax dollars on purchases made online. My thing is buy local, 
support local. Why wouldn't you want people to spend more money in hawaii? Why is 
this so hard for you politicians to understand? You're not gonna get more people to 
smoke, your going to have the existing customers spend more money here in Hawaii! 
Isn't that what you want? More tax revenue? Or is that a bad idea? You think people are 
going to stop smoking, no. Theyll get it from somewhere cheaper. So my support is for 
the cigar tax cap. Do you jobs and bring in more income for the state.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



1

CPCtestimony

From: daoyagi10@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Davin Aoyagi <daoyagi10
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 7:00 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition of HB769, Relating to Taxation

Dear House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce,

To:  The Honorable Angus McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair
        Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

Hrg: February 1, 2017 at 2:00pm at Capitol Room 329
I am writing to express my strong opposition to HB769, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50
cents each or b) 50 percent of the wholesale price for each cigar.

I grew up with my grandparents who were both non-smokers. My grandpa however, worked as a casino representative
for Boyd Gaming as would frequently have to fly to and from casinos in Las Vegas. My grandma, the loving wife that she
was, would always accompany him on his business trips. The times that I went with my grandparents to the casino were
defined by the thick, noxious scent of cigarette and cigar smoke. My grandma would eventually have to undergo surgery
as a result of cancer, of which second hand smoking was a major contributing factor.

I am thus adamantly opposed to the lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product as it sends the wrong public
health message. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large
cigars compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit. Further, lowering the tax will make it even
more appealing for teens to start smoking.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and we should not let this progress be hindered by such backward
legislation.  I strongly oppose HB769 and ask you to hold this bill in committee for the sake of my grandma and the many
Hawaii residents whose health will be detrimentally impacted by cigars if taxes are lowered or capped.

Sincerely,
Davin Aoyagi
316 Elelupe Rd Apt B
Honolulu, HI 96821-2218



        DAVID Y. IGE 
       GOVERNOR OF HAWAII 

 

 

VIRGINIA PRESSLER, M.D. 
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH 

 STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

P. O. Box 3378 
Honolulu, HI  96801-3378 

doh.testimony@doh.hawaii.gov 

 

 

 
 

 Testimony in OPPOSITION to HB0769 

RELATING TO TAXATION 

REPRESENTATIVE ANGUS L.K, McKELVEY, CHAIR 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION AND COMMERCE 

Hearing Date: February 1, 2017 Room Number:  329 
 

Fiscal Implications:  None 1 

Department Testimony:  The Department of Health (DOH) opposes HB0769 which proposes to 2 

amend §245-3, HRS by reducing the excise tax rate on sales of large cigars from 50 percent of 3 

wholesale value to the lesser of:  a) $0.50 for each large cigar; or b) 50 percent of the wholesale 4 

price of each large cigar after July 1, 2017. 5 

There is neither a public health nor fiscal justification for giving cigars of any size 6 

preferential tax treatment.  Cigar smoking is not a safe alternative to cigarette smoking.  The U.S. 7 

Surgeon General has declared that cigar smoke contains the same toxic substances as cigarette 8 

smoke, with varying concentrations of these ingredients found in different types and sizes of 9 

cigars.1  The Federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) states “all cigars are harmful and 10 

potentially addictive (including small cigars, cigarillos, large cigars, and premium cigars).  Cigar 11 

smoking is strongly related to certain cancers (including oral, esophageal, laryngeal, and lung 12 

cancers), heart disease, and premature death.  Cigar smoking can cause cancers of the mouth and 13 

throat, even for smokers who do not inhale.”2  A large cigar may contain as much tobacco as a 14 

whole pack of cigarettes.3 15 

                                                           
1 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The Health Consequences of Smoking-50 Years of Progress. A Report of the 
Surgeon General. Atlanta GA: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Office on Smoking and Health, 2014, p.428 
2 National Cancer Institute (NCI), Cigars: Health Effects and Trends, Smoking and Tobacco Control Monograph 9, 1998, 
http://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/tcrb/monographs/9/index.html 
3 Baker, F., S. Ainsworth, J.T. Dye, et al., “Health Risks Associated with Cigar Smoking,” Journal of the American Medical 
Association, 284(6):735-740, 2000. 
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HB0769 
Page 2 of 2 

 
 

  Low cigar prices may also increase the number of youth who try cigars and become 1 

addicted, as well as reducing the number of adult smokers who quit.  A study presented at the 2 

Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco provided preliminary confirmation that premium 3 

cigar use is increasingly being reported by young adults (18-29 years), and that such use is not 4 

restricted to older adults.4 5 

There are no safe tobacco products, and there is no safe level of exposure to tobacco 6 

smoke.  Smoking and tobacco use are the leading cause of preventable death and disease in 7 

Hawaii, claiming 1,400 lives each year, and exacting an excess of $526 million in annual 8 

medical costs directly attributable to smoking, according to the Centers for Disease Control and 9 

Prevention (CDC) 2014 report “Best Practices for Comprehensive Tobacco Control Programs.” 10 

 Until recently, cigars had fewer federal regulations than cigarettes and other tobacco 11 

products.  This, along with their lower taxes, has resulted in increased popularity.  While 12 

cigarette smoking is declining across the nation, total consumption of all cigars increased 13 

dramatically between 2000 and 2015. Cigar consumption increased by 100% while cigarette 14 

consumption declined by 40%.2    In Hawaii, current adult cigar use tripled from 3.2% in 2006 to 15 

10.8% in 2010. 16 

 CDC research has shown that increasing the unit price of all tobacco products is an 17 

effective strategy for curbing adult and youth smoking.  Conversely, lowering the price of 18 

tobacco products may increase smoking rates and discourage individuals from quitting.  A cap 19 

on the state large cigar tax could also be considered favoring those smokers who buy and smoke 20 

expensive brands. 21 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 22 

Offered Amendments:  None 23 

                                                           
4 Coleman B.N., C.G. Corey, C.D. Delnevo, et al. “Use of Flavored Cigars, Cigarillos, and Little Filtered Cigars: Findings from the 
2012-13 National Adult Tobacco Survey,” presented at the Conference for the Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco 
(2014). 



      
 

 
 
House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Representative Angus McKelvey, Chair 
Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 
 
 

HB 769 – RELATING TO TAXATION 
Cory Chun, Government Relations Director – Hawaii Pacific 

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition of HB 769, which 
changes the excise tax rate on large cigars by setting the maximum tax at $.50 per large 
cigar. 
 
The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) is the nation's leading 
cancer advocacy organization.  ACS CAN works with federal, state, and local government 
bodies to support evidence-based policy and legislative solutions designed to eliminate 
cancer as a major health problem. 
 
Cigar use has substantial health risks. 
Many people view cigar smoking as more sophisticated and less dangerous than 
cigarette smoking. Yet one large cigar can contain as much tobacco as an entire pack of 
cigarettes.  Cigars are tobacco, and they are dangerous to your health. 
 
Cigars contain nicotine, the substance in tobacco that addicts people. Cigar smokers 
who inhale absorb nicotine through the lungs as quickly as cigarette smokers. For those 
who don’t inhale, the nicotine absorbs more slowly through the lining of the mouth. 
Cigar smoke dissolves more easily in saliva than cigarette smoke. This means cigar 
smokers can get the desired dose of nicotine without inhaling the smoke into their 
lungs. People who use oral or spit tobacco products absorb nicotine the same way. 
Nicotine in any form is highly addictive. 
 
Cigars are not a safer alternative to cigarettes.   
Cigars contain the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes and other tobacco 
products.  Cigar smoking increases the risk of cancers of the lung, mouth, larynx, 
esophagus, and likely pancreas and bladder (if inhaled).  Cigar smokers are four to ten 
times more likely to die from laryngeal, oral, or esophageal cancers than nonsmokers. 

American Cancer Society 

Cancer Action Network 

2370 Nu`uanu Avenue 

Honolulu, Hawai`i 96817 

808.432.9149 

www.acscan.org 
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Even cigar smokers who don’t inhale are still breathing in large amounts of smoke that 
come from the lit end of the cigar and face an increased risk of lung cancer. 
 
Even though people smoke cigars for different reasons, the fact is, like cigarettes, cigars 
deliver nicotine. Most full size cigars have as much nicotine as several cigarettes. 
Cigarettes contain an average of about 8 milligrams (mg) of nicotine. Many popular 
brands of larger cigars contain between 100 and 200 mg, or even as many as 444 mg of 
nicotine. 
 
Like all other tobacco products, cigars should be subject to taxation to reduce the 
deadly and costly burden of tobacco use. 
What this measure attempts to do is treat large cigars differently than other tobacco 
products by capping the tax to $.50.  Large cigars may contain more than a half an ounce 
of tobacco. This is as much tobacco as a whole pack of cigarettes.  This measure 
essentially makes the purchase of tobacco cheaper for a cigar than a cigarette.  We 
shouldn’t be favoring one tobacco product over another and creating an unjustified 
economic advantage for a known cause of cancer.  For these reasons, ACS CAN is in 
opposition to this measure and urges the committee to consider the negative health 
effects that come from making a tobacco product more affordable for people, especially 
our youth and young adults.   
 
All tobacco products present the health same dangers and should be treated the same 
for taxation purposes.  We feel creating significant advantages for large cigars for 
economic purposes should never have a higher priority than public health.  Thank you 
for the opportunity to provide testimony on this matter. 



January 31, 2017

TO: Chair Angus L.K. McKelvey and Members of the House Committee of
Consumer Protection & Commerce

FROM: Cigar Association of America, Inc. 
(William Goo)

RE: HB 769 - Relating to Taxation 
Hearing Date: February 1, 2017
Time:  2:00 pm

My name is William Goo.  I represent the Cigar Association of America, Inc. (CAA).

CAA supports HB 769 which creates a tax cap on the sale of large cigars.  This bill would
tax large cigars at the lesser of 50 cents for each large cigar or 50% of the wholesale price
of a large cigar which is the current rate.  The effect of a cap would not necessarily be an
increase in the number of cigar consumers or the consumption rate but should result in an
increase in local purchases and hence, more tax revenue for the State.

Thank you for considering this testimony.
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 850 Richards Street, Suite 201 ● Honolulu, HI 96813 ● 808-531-5502 
www.hawaii-can.org ● info@hawaii-can.org 

 

January 31, 2017 

To: Representative Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair 
Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 
Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
 

From: Deborah Zysman, Executive Director 

 Hawaii Children’s Action Network 

 

Re:  HB 769 – Relating to Taxation  

 Hawaii State Capitol, Room 329, February 1, 2017, 2:00 PM 

 

On behalf of Hawaii Children’s Action Network (HCAN), we are writing to oppose the HB 769 – 

Relating to Taxation. 

 

This bill would effectively lower the tax rate on cigars, making them more accessible to young smokers. 

Cigars are tobacco products and are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. Cigars vary widely in sizes, 

flavor, and packaging that make them appealing and appear less harmful to broader audiences including 

kids. Cigar smoking causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). 

Large cigars can contain more nicotine, tar, and carbon monoxide than cigarettes.   

 

Hawai‘i ranks among the highest in the nation on passing smoke-free and tobacco control laws 

protecting our residents and children. Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the 

wrong public health message. 

 

HCAN is committed to building a unified voice advocating for Hawaii’s children by improving their safety, 

health, and education. Last fall, HCAN convened input in person and online from more than 50 

organizations and individuals that came forward to support or express interest for a number of issues 

affecting children and families in our state that resulted in the compilation of 2017 Hawai‘i Children’s 

Policy Agenda, which can be accessed at http://www.hawaii-can.org/2017policyagenda. 

 

For these reasons, HCAN respectfully requests that the committee hold this bill.  

 

http://www.hawaii-can.org/2017policyagenda
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To: Honorable Representative Angus L. K. McKelvey, Chair, Honorable Representative Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair 
 Members, House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
 

Hrg: Wed., February 1, 2017 at 2:00PM in Rm 329 
 
Re: Testimony in STRONG OPPOSITION to HB769 
 

By:   Valerie Chang, JD, Executive Director 
 Hawaii COPD Coalition, www.hawaiicopd.org 
 700 Richards Street, Suite 2410, Honolulu, HI  96813 
 (808)699-9839 
 copd.hawaii@yahoo.com  
 

I thank you for this opportunity in STRONG OPPOSITION to HB769, which would change the excise tax 
rate on large cigars.  This topic is very important to our organization, as we help those who suffer the awful 
ravages of long-term exposure to carbon monoxide and tobacco, those with emphysema and chronic bronchitis.  
I oppose this measure because it is setting an awful precedent for our State in reducing taxes for a harmful 
and dangerous product.  Our State will lose tax revenue and more people will be attracted to cigars, increasing 
preventable diseases including COPD, cancers, gum disease, and cardiovascular conditions. We urge this 
committee to DEFER and HOLD this bill and not pass it out of committee. 
 

My name is Valerie Chang.  I am Executive Director of the Hawaii COPD Coalition.  Our organization provides 
services and support to Hawaii's people affected by Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, more commonly 
known as emphysema and chronic bronchitis.  COPD is now the third leading cause of death in the US and 
second leading cause of disability.  Over 46,015 people in Hawaii have already been diagnosed with COPD and 
it is estimated that at least 46,015 more people may suffer from COPD but remain undiagnosed.  Many of these 
COPD patients were seduced by tobacco when they were very young and unable to quit the addiction for 
decades, causing irreparable harm.  There are over $55 million in COPD hospital charges in Hawaii each year.   
 

This Consumer Protection and Commerce Committee is well aware of the substantial health risks from cigars. 
One large cigar can contain as much tobacco as an ENTIRE pack of cigarettes, with all the attendant harm.  
Cigars are tobacco as well as addictive nicotine, and dangerous to the health of Hawaii’s people.  Cigar smokers 
often inhale and absorb nicotine through their lungs as quickly as cigarette smokers.  Nicotine is also absorbed 
in the lining of the mouth for those who inhale as well as those who don’t inhale.   
 

Cigars are NOT a safer alternative to cigarettes.  As mentioned above, they contain the same cancer-causing 
substances as cigarettes and other tobacco products, including causing the emission of the deadly poison, carbon 
monoxide.  Cigar smoking increases the risk of cancers, lung and heart disease and many other health problems.  
Like all other tobacco products, cigars should continue to be subject to appropriately high taxation to reduce the 
deadly and costly burden of tobacco use.  Preferentially taxing large cigars at a cap of only $.50 apiece (when it 
should continue to be taxed at its current rates or at rates comparable to cigarettes and other tobacco products), 
will make the purchase of tobacco in a large cigar MUCH cheaper than cigarettes, unfairly conferring an 
economic advantage to large cigars, a known cause of cancer and other respiratory and cardiac health problems. 
 

Tobacco and nicotine products are still the leading cause of preventable disease. COPD is estimated to cause 
one in four deaths in Canada, our neighbors to the north.  Let us continue to minimize our exposure in Hawaii 
by keeping taxes of these products appropriately high.  Taxes on all tobacco products must be equitable so that 
nicotine addicts will quit rather than switching to a less expensive option.  More smokers quitting means 
reduced costs to our state in tobacco-related medical expenses.   
 

 Thanks for the opportunity to testify about this issue that is so vital to the health of Hawaii and our nation.  This 
issue is very important to our state and our Hawaii COPD Coalition is very glad that this committee has taken a 
leadership role in addressing this important matter.    Please defer HB769 and do not pass this bill.  Thank 
you. 
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2600 Campus Rd #313D 
Honolulu, HI 96822 

Telephone:  (808) 956-3574/956-3453 
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution 

January 30, 2017 

 

TO: Chair, Angus McKelvey 

Vice Chair, Linda Ichiyama   

Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce  

 

RE:  HB769: Relating to Taxation– STRONGLY OPPOSE 

 

Date:  Wednesday, February 1, 2017           

Place:  Conference Room 329 

 

FROM: Stormy Dodge, Blane Garcia, Ku’ulei Salzer, and Stacy Suda University of Hawaii 

Student Health Advisory Council                                                                    

 

The University of Hawaii Student Health Advisory Council strongly opposes the efforts of the 

State of Hawai‘i Legislative session 2017, to increase the excise tax imposed on large cigars 

under chapter 245, Hawaii Revised Statutes. 

The Student Health Advisory Council has played a pivotal role in the development and 

implementation of health policies and tobacco education on the UH System campuses. In 2015, 

the Student Health Advisory Council actively supported the passing of Legislative Act 122, 

which prohibits the sale of all tobacco products to anyone under the age of 21. We remain deeply 

committed to the mission of improving the public health environment and reducing the use of 

tobacco products, including electronic smoking devices, among the adolescent and young adult 

population. 

Cigars are often sold individually or in small packages making them more affordable to youth 

and young adults as opposed to a pack of cigarettes. Furthermore, the availability of fruit 

flavored cigars, in addition to decreasing the tax imposed on cigars would further encourage 

youth and young adults to purchase and utilize these products; thus, exacerbating the already 

increasing cigar smoking rates among youth. HB769 hinders our efforts to reduce Hawaii’s 

youth from becoming lifelong tobacco users; therefore, the Student Health Advisory Council 

strongly urges the Legislature to terminate HB769. 

Mahalo nui loa, for your efforts to create a healthier place for thousands of students, faculty and 

staff to learn and work.  

Aloha on behalf of the Student Health Advisory Council, 
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2600 Campus Rd #313D 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
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Stacy Suda, Undergraduate Chair 
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CPCtestimony

From: sistaval@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Valerie Toro
<sistaval@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 11:27 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: *****SPAM***** Strong Opposition of HB769, Relating to Taxation

Dear House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce,

To:  The Honorable Angus McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair
        Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

Hrg: February 1, 2017 at 2:00pm at Capitol Room 329
I strongly oppose HB769, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products and are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. Cigars vary widely in sizes, flavor, and packaging
that make them appealing and appear less harmful to broader audiences including kids. Cigar smoking causes cancer,
heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Large cigars can contain more nicotine, tar, and carbon
monoxide than cigarettes.

Hawai‘i ranks among the highest in the nation on passing smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents
and children. Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Large cigars are
already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars compared to cigarettes and
small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and encourages those smoking cigarettes
to switch to cigars, rather than quit. Further, lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start
smoking.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose
HB769 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Sincerely,
Valerie Toro
251 Kahiko St
Paia, HI 96779-9728

ichiyama2
Late



1

CPCtestimony

From: chotishops@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Niha Prasad
<chotishops@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 3:07 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: *****SPAM***** Strong Opposition of HB769, Relating to Taxation

Dear House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce,

To:  The Honorable Angus McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair
        Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

Hrg: February 1, 2017 at 2:00pm at Capitol Room 329
I strongly oppose HB769, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products and are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. Cigars vary widely in sizes, flavor, and packaging
that make them appealing and appear less harmful to broader audiences including kids. Cigar smoking causes cancer,
heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Large cigars can contain more nicotine, tar, and carbon
monoxide than cigarettes.

Hawai‘i ranks among the highest in the nation on passing smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents
and children. Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Large cigars are
already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars compared to cigarettes and
small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and encourages those smoking cigarettes
to switch to cigars, rather than quit. Further, lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start
smoking.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose
HB769 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Sincerely,
Niha Prasad
888 Kapiolani Blvd
Honolulu, HI 96813-5245
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CPCtestimony

From: istielow@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Irene Stielow
<istielow@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 1:44 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: *****SPAM***** Strong Opposition of HB769, Relating to Taxation

Dear House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce,

To:  The Honorable Angus McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair
        Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

Hrg: February 1, 2017 at 2:00pm at Capitol Room 329
I strongly oppose HB769, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products and are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. Cigars vary widely in sizes, flavor, and packaging
that make them appealing and appear less harmful to broader audiences including kids. Cigar smoking causes cancer,
heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Large cigars can contain more nicotine, tar, and carbon
monoxide than cigarettes.

Hawai‘i ranks among the highest in the nation on passing smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents
and children. Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Large cigars are
already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars compared to cigarettes and
small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and encourages those smoking cigarettes
to switch to cigars, rather than quit. Further, lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start
smoking.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose
HB769 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Sincerely,
Irene Stielow
620 Auwai St
Kailua, HI 96734-5612
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CPCtestimony

From: davin.aoyagi@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jennifer Hausler
<davin.aoyagi@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 5:00 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition of HB769, Relating to Taxation

Dear House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce,

To:  The Honorable Angus McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair
        Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

Hrg: February 1, 2017 at 2:00pm at Capitol Room 329
I strongly oppose HB769, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products and are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. Cigars vary widely in sizes, flavor, and packaging
that make them appealing and appear less harmful to broader audiences including kids. Cigar smoking causes cancer,
heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Large cigars can contain more nicotine, tar, and carbon
monoxide than cigarettes.

Hawai‘i ranks among the highest in the nation on passing smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents
and children. Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Large cigars are
already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars compared to cigarettes and
small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and encourages those smoking cigarettes
to switch to cigars, rather than quit. Further, lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start
smoking.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose
HB769 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Hausler
1429 Kuloko St
Pearl City, HI 96782-1948
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CPCtestimony

From: alberto.rodriguez74@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Alberto Rodriguez
<alberto.rodriguez74@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 1, 2017 8:21 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: *****SPAM***** Strong Opposition of HB769, Relating to Taxation

Dear House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce,

To:  The Honorable Angus McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair
        Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

Hrg: February 1, 2017 at 2:00pm at Capitol Room 329
I strongly oppose HB769, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products and are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. Cigars vary widely in sizes, flavor, and packaging
that make them appealing and appear less harmful to broader audiences including kids. Cigar smoking causes cancer,
heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary dise ase (COPD). Large cigars can contain more nicotine, tar, and carbon
monoxide than cigarettes.

Hawai‘i ranks among the highest in the nation on passing smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents
and children. Lowering or capping taxes o n any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Large cigars are
already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars compared to cigarettes and
small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and encourages those smoking cigarettes
to switch to cigars, rather than quit. Further, lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start
smoking.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose
HB769 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Sincerely,
Alberto Rodriguez
91 -1199 Kaneana St
Ewa Beach, HI 96706-3799
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 11:53 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: kegdamin@twc.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB769 on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM 
 

HB769 
Submitted on: 1/31/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 1, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Kristian Egdamin Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I am writing to you today as a consumer of large premium cigars and to 
urge you to SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 871 (SB 871), companion House 
Bill 1332 (HB 1332) and House Bill 769 (HB 769) written only as an excise tax cap on 
large or premium cigars. As a large premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 871, 
HB 1332, and HB 769 will protect my passion for large premium cigars and will no 
longer deny large premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code. Furthermore, 
SB 871, HB 1332 and HB 769 will also benefit small businesses, consumers, and in turn 
the state by encouraging in-state purchases of large premium cigars. The excise tax 
cap will facilitate large premium cigar retailers to better price their products, compete in 
the national and international market for retail sales of large premium cigars, and 
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue. In addition, SB 871, 
HB 1332 and HB 769 are purely proposed tax bills; therefore any testimony not directly 
related to taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony. Also, I urge you to 
PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced” with other language unrelated to 
an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars; it is an unethical circumvention and 
manipulation of the proper process for public involvement. In closing, I respectfully ask 
that you SUPPORT Hawaiʻi large premium cigar consumers, small businesses, 
distributors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 871, House Bill 1332 and 
House Bill 769 written only as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars. Thank you 
for your time and attention on this taxation matter. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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CPCtestimony

From: mkyono@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Mae Kyono
<mkyono@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 10:24 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition of HB769, Relating to Taxation

Dear House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce,

To:  The Honorable Angus McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair
        Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

Hrg: February 1, 2017 at 2:00pm at Capitol Room 329
I strongly oppose HB769, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products and are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. Cigars vary widely in sizes, flavor, and packaging
that make them appealing and appear less harmful to broader audiences including kids. Cigar smoking causes cancer,
heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Large cigars can contain more nico tine, tar, and carbon
monoxide than cigarettes.

Hawai‘i ranks among the highest in the nation on passing smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents
and children. Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public h ealth message. Large cigars are
already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars compared to cigarettes and
small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and encourages those smoking cigarettes
to switch to cigars, rather than quit. Further, lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start
smoking.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose
HB769 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Sincerely,
Mae Kyono
1319 Punahou St
Honolulu, HI 96826-1001
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