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RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION.

Establishes licensing and registration requirements for autocycles.
Defines autocycle. (HB1258 HD2)
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H.B. 1258, H.D.2
RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION

Senate Committee on Transportation and Energy

The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports this bill with recommendations. The
bill establishes licensing and registration requirements for and definition of autocycles.

Three-wheeled motor vehicles with non-straddle seating that are steered by something
other than handlebars are considered motorcycles. DOT recommends amending the
definition of “Autocycle” in Section 2 to read as follows:

“Autocycle” means a three-wheeled [metorvehicle] motorcycle with non-straddle
seating that is steered by something other than a handlebar, and is certified by
the manufacturer to comply with all applicable federal motor vehicle safety
standards as of the date of manufacture.”

The DOT also understands that autocycles, as defined in the proposed bill, has
handling/operating characteristics more in line with a motor vehicle rather than a
motorcycle. Therefore, DOT recommends that persons with valid type 2 or type 3
licenses, pursuant to sections 286-102(b)(2) and 286-102(b)(3) be allowed to operate a
duly registered autocycle in Hawaii.

The DOT further understands that most autocycles do not meet the Federal Motor
Vehicle Safety Standards for passenger motor vehicles. For instance, the vehicles may
not include air bags, manufacturer certified rollover protection, etc. Therefore, itis
suggested that all dealers, sellers, leasers, or rental agencies be required to disclose
the following if it is true for the subject autocycle:

e Autocycle does not meet the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS)
of passenger vehicles/light trucks.

e Autocycle is not equipped with air bags.

e Autocycle rollover protection has not been certified to protect the occupant from
injury in the event of a rollover. Recommend the use of a “DOT” certified safety
helmet when operating an autocycle.



Autocycles that are not equipped with a front windshield should require the occupants to
use eye protection. Seat belts must be worn by all occupants within the autocycle.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.



S POLARIS

2100 Highway 55, Medina, MN 55340

Written Testimony for J.R. Burke
Senior Manager, North America Government Relations

Chair Inouye & members of the Senate Transportation & Energy Committee:

In 2014, Polaris Industries introduced Slingshot to the U.S. market. It is defined under National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) laws and regulations as a motorcycle and is legal in forty-nine states, Hawaii
being the exclusion given all motorcycles in the state must have straddle seating in order to receive an
inspection sticker as part of its registration.

Where Slingshot is legal, it is defined either as a motorcycle or an autocycle, the latter most often defined under
state laws as a motorcycle “subtype” given it is distinguishable in both design and operation from traditional
two-wheel style motorcycles.

Since 2013, more than thirty states have developed autocycle definitions for motorcycles designed like
Slingshot. This trend began when the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA) published
its Best Practices for the Regulation of Three-Wheel Vehicles.

With respect to U.S. autocycle definitions, AAMVA recommends states adopt the following (or similar):
A three-wheel motorcycle with a steering wheel and non-straddle seating.

With respect to operator licensing, AAMVA recommends that states, “Allow operation with a standard
automobile license.” This recommendation is effective in thirty of thirty-one states and is supported by Polaris.

Polaris requests this committee recommend passage of House Bill 1258 (with amendments provided by the
Hawaii Department of Transportation) for the following reasons:

1. It will create a mechanism for autocycles to be legally registered in Hawaii;

2. It will provide for appropriate operator licensing for autocycles, including a Type 3 license;

3. It will create an autocycle definition consistent with AAMVA’s recommended construct.

Polaris also recommends the following amendment to HB 1258:
1. Amend Section 4 to provide immediate effect upon the Governor’s signature instead of July 1, 2112.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments to the committee.
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Autocycle Treatment at the State Level

Steering Wheel Motorcycle & Autocycle

e What is a motorcycle at the state level generally?

Federally certified as a motorcycle;
Three of fewer wheels;
Handlebars; and

Straddle seat.

Three-Wheel

What is an autocycle at the state level generally?

Best Practices for the Regulation Federally certified as a motorcycle;
of Three-Wheel Vehicles Three of fewer wheels;
Steering wheel; and
Non-straddle seat.

Operator Licensing for Autocycles

“Autocycles operate completely differently than
October 2013 .
_ - either two- or three-wheel motorcycles. Most
autocycles operate more like passenger vehicles
than motorcycles.”

AAMVA recommends:
“Allow operation with a standard automobile license.”

VEHICLE STANDING COMMITTEE
THREE-WHEEL VEHICLE WORKING GROUP

Autocycles are a type of motorcycle safe to operate with a Type 3 License




AAMVA Colorado* Alabama
Introduces Best [llinois Arizona
Practices Tennessee Connecticut
Louisiana Vgrrr_\o.nt Delaware
Michigan Virginia quho
Indiana
Kansas
Mississippi
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Mexico

North Carolina
North Dakota
Oklahoma
Texas

AAMVA autocycle definition & generally across United States

1. Three wheels
2. Steering wheel
3. Non-straddle seating

AAMVA operator license recommendation: Class 3
Class 3 vs. Class 2 for autocycle ratio (current law): 30:1
Class 3 vs. Class 2 for autocycle ratio (pending legislation): 9:0

lowa
Maryland
Minnesota
Missouri
New Jersey
Ohio
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
Utah
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Autocycle Law History & Operator License Class

2017

Pending Legislation

Arkansas
D.C.
Georgia
Kentucky
Massachusetts
New York
South Carolina
West Virginia
Wyoming

* Requires Class 2 License
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Autocycles Have Motorcycle Features

Lightweight Glazing materials
All-weather
Open-air
Helmet storage

Non-Metallic / Plastic Bodywork

Lighting systems

Tires & rims
Single rear drive wheel

Exposed shock & belt dl'lve :
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Autocycles Have Automotive Features

Rollover protection Bucket seating w / 3-point safety belts

/ ~— Steering wheel
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Pedal accelerator, braking & clutching
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— Two front wheels
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Polaris Infuses Safety into Slingshot

Highly Visible Design @ﬁ&‘&]ﬂ%ﬁg@
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Summary of Slingshot’s Safety Features

» Vehicle Dynamics Contraol System
> Controlled by VOC algorithm
> Enhances performance & drivability
> Features
> ABS, Traction & Stability Contral
> Electronic brake force distribution

> Drag torque mitigation

Designed to assist the rider when needed

Advanced Crash Avoidance Features
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