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A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO THE STATE LIBRARIAN'S SALARY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that existing law

authorizes the board of education to set the salary of the state

librarian but the salary cannot exceed a specific amount, also

referred to as a salary cap.

The legislature further finds that it is a challenge to

recruit and fill this state leadership position because the

statutory salary cap is not in alignment with national salary

norms and therefore is not competitive with or in the range of

the salaries of other similar administrative leadership

positions at comparable library systems.

The legislature further finds that the statute governing

the state librarian's salary has not been amended since 2001 and

that the salary cap should be revised as a matter of equity, to

account for cost of living increases.

Amending the current salary cap for the state librarian was

based on a review of the salaries of library directors with

comparable budgets, population sizes, and number of employees

across the country. Salaries of similar positions in other
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is NO. mu
states support the change to a higher salary cap. The state

librarian is responsible for a statewide district, whereas most

librarians are responsible for only a city or county.

The amendment to the salary cap will also provide the board

of education with more discretion in hiring, recruiting, and

retaining the top librarian for Hawaii's public libraries

The purpose of this Act is to provide the board of

education, as the appointing body of the state librarian, with

more flexibility to establish the salary of the state librarian,

by increasing the salary cap on the state librarian position.

SECTION 2. Section 3l2—2.l, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

amended by amending subsection (b) to read as follows:

"(b) The salary of the state librarian shall be set by the

board of education [at—a—ra%e—ne—grea%er than $i29,999 a year.]L

provided that the salary of the state librarian shall not exceed

the superintendent's salary."

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

INTRODUCED BY : ‘

BY REQUEST
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EDN—Ol(l7)



Report Title:
Librarian Salary

Description:

_\'LB. NO. Ml

Increases the salary cap on the state librarian position.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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DEPARTMENT:

TITLE:

PURPOSE:

MEANS:

JUSTIFICATION:

JUSTIFICATION SHEET

Education

A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE STATE
LIBRARIAN'S SALARY.

To increase the State Librarian's salary cap
from $120,000 per year to an amount not to
exceed the Superintendent's salary.

Amend section 312.2.1(b), Hawaii Revised
Statutes.

The current salary cap is not consistent
with the duties and responsibilities of the
position and not in alignment with national
salary norms. Salaries of similar positions
in other states with comparable budgets,
population sizes, and number of employees
are significantly greater than the salary
cap of Hawaii's State Librarian. The State
Librarian is responsible for a statewide
district, whereas most librarians are
responsible for only a city or county. The
statute governing the State Librarian's
salary has not been amended since 2001,and
the salary cap should be revised as a matter
of equity, to account for cost of living
increases. Amending the current salary cap
for the State Librarian would provide the
Board of Education with the authority and
latitude to establish the salary of this
leadership position commensurate with
various factors, including the breadth of
responsibilities and duties of the position,
the experience and skills the individual
brings to the position, and the job
performance of the individual. Adjusting
the salary cap would also provide the Board
of Education with the flexibility it needs
to attract and retain individuals to support
a strong statewide public library system.
The quality of leadership directly impacts
the quality of the organization and the
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GENERAL FUND:

OTHER FUNDS:

PPBS PROGRAM
DESIGNATION:

OTHER AFFECTED
AGENCIES:

EFFECTIVE DATE

H'9\0Q|
provision of the Hawaii State Public Library
System's most important service: to provide
Hawaii's residents with access to education,
information, programs, and services.

Impact on the public: None.

Impact on the department and other agencies:
None.

None.

None.

None.

Upon approval.
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House Committee on Education 
 

Wednesday, February 8, 2017 
2:00 p.m. 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 309 
 

House Bill 1091 Relating to the State Librarian’s Salary 
 
Dear Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Har, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Board of Education (“Board”) voted to testify in support of House Bill 1091, which increases 
the salary cap on the State Librarian position. 
 
This bill will provide the Board with the flexibility and discretion it needs to attract and retain 
high-quality candidates while simultaneously setting a degree of accountability by tying the 
salary of the State Librarian to another statutory position and ensuring that it never exceeds the 
salary of the Superintendent. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify on behalf of the Board. 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
Lance A. Mizumoto 
Chairperson 

 
 

DAVID Y. IGE 
GOVERNOR 

 
 

STATE OF HAWAII 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

P.O. BOX 2360 
HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I 96804 

 
 

LANCE A. MIZUMOTO 
CHAIRPERSON        
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HB1091 
Submitted on: 2/2/2017 
Testimony for EDN on Feb 8, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Javier Mendez-Alvarez Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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