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Comments: Chair Wakai and committee members, I am providing testimony in support 
of the confirmation of Mr. Kelly Sanders to the Hawaii Tourism Authority (HTA). Mr. 
Sanders is an excellent candidate for this position given his experience and outstanding 
leadership in the Hawaii tourism industry. Kelly will be able to bring his many skills to 
HTA and provide very positive and productive contributions from a seasoned tourism 
professional's perspective. I highly recommend Kelly for this appointment and 
encourage you to confirm his nomination. Mahalo Gregg Nelson General Manager 
Napili Kai Beach Resort Maui, Hawaii 808-669-9500  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 







 

 

 

 

April 12, 2017 

 

 

 

Senator Glenn Wakai 

Chair, Committee on Economic Development, Tourism, and Technology 

 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 

Vice Chair, Committee on Economic Development, Tourism, and Technology 

 

Members of the Committee 

 

RE:  GM 781 - Confirmation to the Board of Directors of the Hawaii Tourism Authority - 

Testimony in Support of Kelly Sanders 

 

Aloha, my name is Chris Tatum, Area General Manager of Marriott International, Inc., 

overseeing the four Marriott properties in Hawaii.  My counterpart in the islands is Mr. Kelly 

Sanders, whose area of responsibility is the Kyo-ya owned properties on Oahu and Maui. 

 

I am submitting testimony in strong support of confirming Kelly Sanders as a Director to the 

Board of Directors of the Hawaii Tourism Authority. Kelly’s knowledge of the Hawaii market 

and tremendous success at one of the largest properties in the State makes him and ideal 

candidate to provide support and direction to the HTA leadership. His expertise with selling 

major conventions will also be a valuable asset to the Board when evaluating the Convention 

Center’s strategies. 

 

As a leader with the largest hotel operator in the State, Kelly will provide timely knowledge of 

current trends and insure the HTA leadership is aware of market priorities. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony supporting Kelly Sanders’ confirmation to the 

Board of Directors of the Hawaii Tourism Authority. 

 

Mahalo, 

 

 

Chris Tatum 
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Testimony of 

 

Mufi Hannemann 

President & CEO 

Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism Association 

 

before the 

Committee on Economic Development, Tourism, and Technology 

 

Nomination of 

Kelly Sanders 

Hawai‘i Tourism Authority 

  

Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Taniguchi, and members of the committee: 

  

I am pleased to offer this testimony, on behalf of the more than 700 members of the Hawai‘i 

Lodging & Tourism Association, in support of the confirmation of Kelly Sanders to the Hawai‘i 

Tourism Authority. 

  

Mr. Sanders, the area general manager for Marriott International, which operates Kyo-ya Hotels 

& Resorts Hawaii, is unquestionably one of the top leaders of our hospitality industry. He is 

responsible for managing some of Waikiki’s most iconic resorts as well as on Maui, and has 

been guiding a major renovation of the Sheraton Waikiki to enhance its role as a preeminent 

hotel and convention center. 

  

Kelly Sanders’ standing is a testament to his competence, energy, and acumen, honed over the 

past 25 years. He began his career as a busboy-dishwasher, with his abilities quickly earning him 

greater responsibilities and promotions. Since becoming a general manager for the Sheraton 

Waikiki, he has been honored with a “Best in Class” award in recognition of his exceptional 

leadership. Mr. Sanders has been a driving force in farm-to-table and “Buy Local” campaigns 

that support island agriculture. He also has a keen interest in inspiring people in their 

professions, and has spearheaded several well-regarded programs that have made Kyo-ya Hotels 

& Resorts one of the top employers in Honolulu. Among them are career development 

partnerships with the Kamehameha Schools and the Hotel and Restaurant Industry Employment 

and Training Trust. 

mailto:info@hawaiilodging.org
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In addition to an active involvement in local charities, Mr. Sanders has been an invaluable 

contributor to the governance of the Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism Association and its 

philanthropic endeavors, including the annual Charity Walk that raises more than $2 million a 

year for island non-profit groups. 

  

Kelly Sanders will provide the leadership, creativity, and direction that will enable the Hawai‘i 

Tourism Authority to fulfill its statutory mission and give the visitor industry the support it needs 

to prosper in good times and bad. We commend Governor Ige for making an outstanding 

nomination to HTA because it underscores the strong belief that HLTA holds that people who 

come with an exceptional background and experience in the visitor industry can only greatly 

assist the state's number one industry. The members of the HLTA urge you to confirm Kelly 

Sanders’ nomination to the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority. 
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April 11, 2017

RE:  Testimony in support of the confirmation of Kelly Sanders to the Hawai‘i Tourism 
Authority.

Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Taniguchi, and members of the committee:

I offer this testimony, on behalf of MVW Hawaii, in support of the confirmation of Kelly 
Sanders to the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority.  Kelly Sanders will provide the leadership, creativity, 
and direction that will enable the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority to fulfill its statutory mission and 
give the visitor industry the support it needs to prosper in good times and bad. We commend 
Governor Ige for making an outstanding nomination to HTA.

Mr. Sanders, the area general manager for Marriott International, which operates Kyo-ya Hotels 
& Resorts Hawaii, is unquestionably one of the top leaders of our hospitality industry. He is 
responsible for managing some of Waikiki’s most iconic resorts as well as on Maui, and has 
been guiding a major renovation of the Sheraton Waikiki to enhance its role as a preeminent 
hotel and convention center.

Kelly Sanders’ standing is a testament to his competence, energy, and acumen, honed over the 
past 25 years. He began his career as a busboy-dishwasher, with his abilities quickly earning him 
greater responsibilities and promotions. Since becoming a general manager for the Sheraton 
Waikiki, he has been honored with a “Best in Class” award in recognition of his exceptional 
leadership. Mr. Sanders has been a driving force in farm-to-table and “Buy Local” campaigns 
that support island agriculture. He also has a keen interest in inspiring people in their 
professions, and has spearheaded several well-regarded programs that have made Kyo-ya 
Hotels & Resorts one of the top employers in Honolulu. Among them are career development 
partnerships with the Kamehameha Schools and the Hotel and Restaurant Industry 
Employment and Training Trust.

In addition to an active involvement in local charities, Mr. Sanders has been an invaluable 
contributor to the governance of the Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism Association and its 
philanthropic endeavors, including the annual Charity Walk that raises more than $2 million a 
year for island non-profit groups.

Edgar Gum
Regional Vice President – Hawaii
Marriott Vacations Worldwide
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Committee on Economic Development, Tourism, and Technology 

 

Nomination of 

Kelly Sanders 

Hawai‘i Tourism Authority 

  

Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Taniguchi, and members of the committee: 

  

I am pleased to offer this testimony, on behalf of the more than 700 members of the Hawai‘i 

Lodging & Tourism Association, in support of the confirmation of Kelly Sanders to the Hawai‘i 

Tourism Authority. 

  

Mr. Sanders, the area general manager for Marriott International, which operates Kyo-ya Hotels 

& Resorts Hawaii, is unquestionably one of the top leaders of our hospitality industry. He is 

responsible for managing some of Waikiki’s most iconic resorts as well as on Maui, and has 

been guiding a major renovation of the Sheraton Waikiki to enhance its role as a preeminent 

hotel and convention center. 

  

Kelly Sanders’ standing is a testament to his competence, energy, and acumen, honed over the 

past 25 years. He began his career as a busboy-dishwasher, with his abilities quickly earning him 

greater responsibilities and promotions. Since becoming a general manager for the Sheraton 

Waikiki, he has been honored with a “Best in Class” award in recognition of his exceptional 

leadership. Mr. Sanders has been a driving force in farm-to-table and “Buy Local” campaigns 

that support island agriculture. He also has a keen interest in inspiring people in their 

professions, and has spearheaded several well-regarded programs that have made Kyo-ya Hotels 

& Resorts one of the top employers in Honolulu. Among them are career development 

partnerships with the Kamehameha Schools and the Hotel and Restaurant Industry Employment 

and Training Trust. 
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In addition to an active involvement in local charities, Mr. Sanders has been an invaluable 

contributor to the governance of the Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism Association and its 

philanthropic endeavors, including the annual Charity Walk that raises more than $2 million a 

year for island non-profit groups. 

  

Kelly Sanders will provide the leadership, creativity, and direction that will enable the Hawai‘i 

Tourism Authority to fulfill its statutory mission and give the visitor industry the support it needs 

to prosper in good times and bad. We commend Governor Ige for making an outstanding 

nomination to HTA because it underscores the strong belief that HLTA holds that people who 

come with an exceptional background and experience in the visitor industry can only greatly 

assist the state's number one industry. The members of the HLTA urge you to confirm Kelly 

Sanders’ nomination to the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority. 
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