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Aloha. I know that pursuant to Toastmasters’ protocol, I’m supposed to introduce all of the
distinguished guests, but I’ve been fighting a cold, so I’d like to have the words of the Chair as
he read the names inserted into the Journal as if they were my own, and acknowledge all of the
special guests that Senator Kahele recognized.

There is one exception I’d like to make: If you’re wondering who’s sitting between Dawn and
the lieutenant governor, that’s Governor Ige and Dawn’s son, Matt, so how about a hand for
Matt?

As | stand here this morning, the first thank you 1’d like to extend is to my wife, Joy; my sons,
Dan and Egan; my mom, Carolyn; up in my office, my dad, Mitch; my brother, Scott; and, in
Idaho, my sister, Val. Without their love and support, it would not be possible for me to be
serving here today, and | love them and | appreciate everything that they have done and the
sacrifices they have made on my behalf.

Unfortunately, all 25 members are not going to be able to speak today, so the second thank you
I’d like to offer is on behalf of my 24 colleagues — their love, appreciation, and thanks for their
families and all of the supporters who work so hard to help us get into the seats that we now
occupy. So, on behalf of my colleagues, thank you very much to all of you for everything you
have done for us.

The last thank you before | begin my speech is inspired by attending the services on December
7th for the 75th commemoration of the attack on Pearl Harbor. | was so moved in listening to
Admiral Harris that morning as he quoted from the Gettysburg Address, and he said that on that
fateful morning, the brave men and women gave their “last full measure of devotion” to ensure
the freedom and the liberty that this nation enjoys. The Gettysburg Address goes on to further
say that these men shall not have died in vain, and their names will not be forgotten from the face
of the earth. And it reminds me that we need to give great thanks to the men and women in
uniform who stand watch every day to ensure the freedoms we enjoy. After standing that watch
in their uniform, they turn over the operation and the running of the government to officials
elected by the citizens and governed by the citizens and not by the military, and so we cannot tell
you thank you enough, so how about a big hand of appreciation?
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I was going to say the Senate Majority — we don’t have the Senate Majority, we only have
Democratic senators; there is no Minority, and we’re getting used to dealing with that. The
Majority Leader has worked hard with the members in putting together the majority package. We
have a handout that articulates in a very concise and wonderfully laid-out way the goals of the
Senate, and I’m not going to belabor you this morning by going through all of them. But when
you look at the four overarching themes and what we hope to accomplish, clearly, homelessness,
which we put $12 million to address last year, is at the top of our list. Affordable housing, which
we put over $100 million to address last year — and the largest amount appropriated for
affordable housing by any legislature — continues to be at the top of our list. Ensuring quality
health care for every citizen in Hawai‘i, especially those who live in rural areas, continues to be
at the top of our list. Pre-K, K through 12, and our University of Hawai‘i System — the
community colleges and the four-year institutions — continue to be at the top of our list. Rail, in
one way or another, is going to come to a conclusion in this legislative session, and that will
certainly be occupying much of the time during the session. And | personally have supported
rail; 1 hope we find the path, but we are not close to finding that path yet, and we certainly need a
lot more information for us to be able to make our final judgment on the rail issue.

But what | really wanted to do today is just talk about a couple of things, and | wanted to bring a
little human element into the discussion. | have been pleased to have as my guest —and | have
been a guest in his city of Sacramento — former mayor Kevin Johnson. Kevin? As a sports fan, |
was much more enamored with his accomplishments on the NBA court, especially as a point
guard for the Phoenix Suns, but I find that he is a national award-winning mayor because he’s
created after-school programs that have established to taking over charter schools in Sacramento,
creating reading programs, and homelessness programs. And so our problems are not unique to
the rest of the world, and where we have others who have found success, why not find the smart
people to help us solve our problems? And so I’ve been excited to hear from Kevin about what
he’s been doing and how he’s tackled the problems, and now that his two terms have ended, he
has some free time, so we’re hoping that we’ll see more of him here in Hawai‘i.

When | was thinking about what to say two weeks ago, | was so excited. I thought about all of
the aspirational things we’ve been talking about and what we’d like to achieve as a State and as a
community. And then the Council on Revenues told me | had less money to talk about in the
speech. And then a few days later, the ERS filed their report and told me | had no money to talk
about in my speech. And | realized that in the last biennium, Ways and Means Chair Tokuda as
well as Finance Chair Luke in the House have crafted fiscally conservative budgets at a time
when we had money. They, along with all of your votes, ensured that we had budgets that paid
down faster on our unfunded liability, put the money back into the “rainy day” fund, and acted in
a fiscally responsible and prudent way and didn’t squander the treasury. And | can only imagine
the trouble we’d be in today if we had been more free in our spending over the last two years,
and so I’d like to say thank you in our chamber to Chair Tokuda for the leadership that you’ve
shown and the vision on the budget. Mahalo.

And | know we’re not supposed to mention each other by name, so sorry about that, and | won’t
mention the senator from Wahiawa who constantly says, “Well, if we want to do education, if we
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want to take care of the homeless, if we want to help our kiipuna and our keiki, where are we
going to generate the money?” We have to find revenue so that we can take care of everyone in
our community. A month ago, | read the Star-Advertiser and I saw an article on Chenoa
Farnsworth of Blue Startups Hawai‘i. And | called and I asked to meet with her, and I finally got
a chance to meet her yesterday. Chenoa? Please come to the front. This is Chenoa, and when |
told the Clerk that she would be coming, she told me Chenoa was a staffer here in the Senate 20
years ago. So before | talk about her company Blue Startups, to all of our legislative staff: I’d
like to thank you because we can’t pay you much. We have incredibly difficult and challenging
work, and yet you step up and come here to gain the experience and to make a difference for the
people of Hawai‘i. And | guess when we look at Chenoa, now you know where your path may
lead you, and so I’m grateful to have such a great role model like you. Now, Chenoa through her
company Blue Startups has taken a $700,000 grant from the HI Growth fund, leveraged that with
another $700,000, and that $1.4 million has had $42 million of flow-through capital as of the
time they printed their brochure. Tomorrow and Friday, they are hosting a conference at the
Hilton Hawaiian Village with people coming from all over the world to talk about
entrepreneurship in conjunction with social media and how people get their message out. You
know, the impressions that we’re going to make are going to be incredible over the next two
days, so it’s incumbent on us to build the climate, to support Chenoa and people like her in their
endeavors to create that economy, so we can continue to support those who are so challenged in
our community that we can make sure the safety net remains strong. And | asked Chenoa to be
here today because she said she’s had some challenges in having some of the businesses in the
community step up to support them. Well, Chenoa, there are a lot of captains of industry in this
room this morning, so | hope they know who you are, and | would go grab some business cards
if I were you. So thank you very much, Chenoa.

The third person | wanted to talk about had a personal problem and couldn’t make it here from
Kaua‘i. Her name is Mahina Anguay. She is the principal at my alma mater, Waimea High
School. She was last year’s Masayuki Tokioka Excellence in School Leadership Award winner,
and | have been blessed in the six years that I’ve served in the Senate — two Tokioka Award
winners have come from the island of Kaua‘i. Mahina attended the University of Hawai‘i on a
golf scholarship back in 1978 and vowed never to return to Kaua“‘i. She was working here on
O*ahu and she said, “There’d be no way I’m ever getting back to Kaua“‘i and definitely not to
Waimea High School,” where both her grandmother and her mother were teachers. Well, she
came back. The Tokioka Award speaks for itself, but she has — through programs like Running
Start and the Early College credit — gotten students who, will be the first in their family to attend
college. Mahina has the Westside community believing in themselves, and she is creating that
better pathway for her students. This is critical. We hear in the anger of the national politics and
the divisiveness that we face in our community that a lot of it is attributed to the widening gulf
between the haves and the have-nots. And the only equalization that we can offer our children is
a quality education to ensure that they get the tools and the skills to compete in the global market
that they are going to enter. And it is through principals like Mahina that we’re going to achieve
these goals. And too often, we hear about what isn’t working or what isn’t right, and it’s really
heartwarming for me to share a story — especially when that story comes from my alma mater.
When we do Education Week here in the Senate, the stories that are told are incredible statewide,
and when we meet the young people who are Prudential volunteers or Prudential award winners
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for doing community service and all the great things that they’re doing we need to celebrate
these success stories to foster an atmosphere of achievement.

And the last person — as we’re coming to the close of my remarks — 1’d like to introduce is Sarah
Kern. You can stand up, Sarah. Sarah is a valedictorian from Kaiser High School. She went to
Tufts University, where she was on the dean’s list all four years. When she came home in the
summer, she worked at Summer Fun. Her degree is in chemistry, biology, math, or something
where you could make a lot of money. But when | met her, she was teaching at Wai*‘anae High
School through the Teach for America program. And it was clear when | found out about her
working at Summer Fun and some of her other activities — following along with the reverend’s
message — it became clear to me that she loves children. And no matter what she could do with
the degrees that she has, she wanted to pour that knowledge and love into our students. I’ve
heard administrators say why they don’t like the Teach for America teaching candidates, and
why they won’t hire them. Some of them come from the mainland, and after they complete their
obligation, they leave to go back home, and the administrators say, “I don’t want to pour in the
effort and the energy on someone I’m going to lose.” But if we don’t take the risk and pour the
energy in, then we stand the risk of losing great teachers like Sarah, and she never gets the
chance to make a difference for our most at risk students. Sara has completed her mandatory
obligation and she’s still at Wai*anae High School. Why it isn’t Waimea High School, | don’t
know, but it’s still at Wai‘anae High School. And the other part | forgot to say is, she drives from
‘Aina Haina every day to teach at Wai‘anae High School, because she has a love for the students
that she teaches out at Wai*anae, a love for the community, and she is continuing to do that.

And so, to my colleagues, we need to create sufficient diversified economy to support all of our
citizens. We need to support principals like Mahina Anguay and most importantly, we need to
support people like Sarah Kern on the front line so that we can create the educational
opportunities for our young people. At Waimea High School, there’s a teacher, Jerry Nishihira.
He and | are the same age but he attended Kaua“‘i High School. As a teacher at Waimea High
School, he has students who are launching rockets out in the fields of Mana. Jerry told me that
his students think they’re the first high school students to be able to launch rockets several
thousand feet into the air. Jerry’s story reminded me about the time | met Ellison Onizuka, and
Ellison told me the story about him being barefoot in the coffee fields of Kona, gazing at the
stars and dreaming of a better life, and how he was amazed one day that this barefoot boy from
Kona would not look at the stars but would touch the stars. And those are the dreams that | see
for the students at Waimea High School, for the students here in the State of Hawai‘i — if we help
them achieve those dreams, then we will have succeeded and we will be able to solve all of our
problems.

I’d like to close with a quote from Jim Rohn, an inspirational speaker and author, and I’m going
to paraphrase a little to make it apply to the Hawai‘i State Senate: “Let others lead small lives,
but not us. Let others argue over small things, but not us. Let others cry over small hurts, but not
us. Let others leave their future in someone else’s hands, but not us.” Thank you very much.”



