STAND. COM. REP. NO. 3‘3

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 14 2017
RE: S.B. No. 735

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Twenty-Ninth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2017

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Higher Education and Commerce, Consumer
Protection, and Health, to which was referred S.B. No. 735
entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE HAWATTI HEALTH CORPS
PROGRAM, "

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to fund the Hawaii
health corps program under the John A. Burns School of Medicine at
the University of Hawaii at Manoa to provide loan repayment for
physicians, physician assistants, nurse practitioners,
psychologists, and social workers who agree to work in a federally
designated health professional shortage area or an area of Hawaiil
found to be underserved.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations, University

of Hawai‘i System, Hawai‘i State Center for Nursing, Hawaii Medical
Association, AlohaCare, ‘Ohana Health Plan, Lana‘i Community Health
Center, Hawaii Medical Service Association, Hawai‘i Pacific Health,
Hawai‘i Academy of Family Physicians, and sixteen individuals.

Your Committees f£ind that Hawaii is facing a shortage of over
five hundred doctors, and that this shortage threatens the health
of Hawaiil residents and cumulatively affects the State's
healthcare costs. Your Committees further find that access to
care in rural and underserved areas of Hawaii and in underserved
populations such as the native Hawaiian population is especially
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concerning, as these areas have been the most significantly
affected by the shortage of primary and behavioral healthcare
providers.

Your Committees recognize the increasingly high education
costs for healthcare professionals and the need for the State to
make efforts to attract healthcare professionals to practice in
Hawaii. The average medical student debt for indebted graduates
is $160,000, and debt plays a large role in career decisions which
subsequently impacts the supply of the State's physicians. Your
Committees find that medically underserved populations also find
it hard to compete with higher paying specialty positions that are
usually found in urban areas.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Higher Education and Commerce, Consumer Protection,
and Health that are attached to this report, your Committees are
in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No. 735 and
recommend that it pass Second Reading and be referred to your
Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Higher Education
and Commerce, Consumer
Protection, and Health,

Qo I Rk

ROSALYN H. WAKER, Chair TV\LAARAHEFE\ Chair
Y ¢ i
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The Senate
Twenty-Ninth Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Higher Education
HRE

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:

3B 125 HRE/CPH, wAM | &7 /17

¥
[:| The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:
LZ/Pass, unamended D Pass, with amendments D Hold |:| Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused

KAHELE, Kaialii (C) e

KIDANI, Michelle N. (VC) -

ESPERO, Will _—

KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C. —

TANIGUCHI, Brian T. ~
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Chair’s or Designee’s % | P
1

Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
Revised: 12/2/16



The Senate .
Twenty-Ninth Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes

Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health

CPH

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:

565725 HRE /Lo, WA 2/7//7

D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:

Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments |:| Hold D Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
BAKER, Rosalyn H. (C) <
NISHIHARA, Clarence K. (VC) ) S
CHANG, Stanley pal
ESPERO, Will X J
IHARA, Jr., Les X
KIDANI, Michelle N. X )
RUDERMAN, Russell E. d

[4

TOTAL S |0 0 % >

Recommendation: ) ,ﬁ

m/Adopted

[ ] Not Adopted

Chair's or Designee’s S% W

. & !
Distribution: Original e Yellow Pink
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency

Goldenrod
Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 12/2/16




