
6 II STAND. COM. REP, NO. 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

FEB 1 7 2017 
S.B. No. 329 
S.D. 1 

RE : 

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Twenty-Ninth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2017 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committee on Judiciary and Labor, to which was referred 
S.B. No. 329 entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO LEGAL SERVICES," 

begs leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to appropriate 
funds for the Judiciary to purchase civil legal services for low- 
and moderate-income persons. 

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Judiciary, Delivery of Legal Services to the Public 
Committee of the Hawaii State Bar Association, Legal Aid Society 
of Hawai'i, Volunteer Legal Services Hawai'i, and eight 
individuals. 

Your Committee finds that civil legal services are critical 
because these services assist families in crisis in finding 
stability and hope. Pursuant to S.R. No. 6,  S.D. 1 (Regular 
Session of 2015), the Hawai'i Access to Justice Commission convened 
a working group of state and community entities to determine and 
report which agency or organization should administer funding of 
civil legal services to low- and moderate income persons. This 
measure reflects the recommendations of the working group, and the 
appropriation will restore and support funding for civil legal 
services for low- and moderate income persons through contracts 
administered by the Judiciary. 
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Your Committee notes that the Judiciary budget measure, S.B. 
No. 469, Regular Session of 2017, currently proposes $750,000 in 
funding for fiscal years 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 for civil legal 
services as part of program ID JUD601. Your Committee has 
clarified with Legal Aid Society of Hawaii that the amount 
requested by this measure is the aggregate total it considers 
necessary to fully fund these services, inclusive of the amount 
currently provided for in S . B .  No. 469. 

Your Committee has amended this measure by inserting an 
effective date of January 7, 2059, to encourage further 
discussion. 

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor that is attached to this report, 
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. 
No. 329, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second 
Reading in the form attached hereto as S . B .  No. 329, S.D. 1, and 
be referred to your Committee on Ways and Means. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Judiciary and 
Labor , 

GILBERT S.C. KEITH-A , Chair 

2017-1521 SSCR SMA.doc 

1111 1111 1111111 lllllllliilllllllI llllllnllll,lllllllll I lllllllllllllll1 II I I111111 Il111111'' 



The Senate 
Twenty-Ninth Legislature 

State of Hawai ‘i 

~ 

Members 
KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C. (C) 
RHOADS, Karl (VC) 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 

JDL 

Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused 

L/ 
/ 

I Bill / Resolution No.:* 1 Committee Referral: I Date: 

T O T A L  

I 

0 The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

The Recommendation is: 

9 0 0 1 

1 0 Pass, unamended @ Pass, with amendments 0 Hold 0 Recommit 
231 2 231 1 231 0 231 3 

GABBARD, Mike I s 1  
I - I I 

KIM, Donna Mercado 

THIELEN, Laura H. I J I  I I 

Recommendation: 
Adopted 0 Not Adopted 

Tau Chair’s or Designee’s Si 

Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod 
File with Committee Report Clerk‘s Off ice Drafting Agency Committee File Copv 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 
Revised: 121211 6 


