STAND. COM. REP. NO. Vn

Honoluly, Hawaii

MAR 02 2017
RE: S.B. No. 1239
S.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Twenty-Ninth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2017

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Ways and Means, to which was referred S.B.
No. 1239 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO RAPTD OHIA DEATH,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to appropriate
funds for research on prevention and mitigation of rapid ohia
death.

Your Committee received written comments in support of this
measure from the University of Hawaii, Office of Hawaiian Affairs,
County of Hawaii, Democratic Party of Hawaii, Hawaii Farm Bureau,
Coordinating Group on Alien Pest Species, Conservation Council for
Hawaii, Hawaill Green Growth, The Nature Conservancy, Hawaii Crop
Improvement Association, and ten individuals.

Your Committee received written comments on this measure from
the Hawaiil Department of Agriculture and the Department of Land
and Natural Resources.

Your Committee finds that ohia makes up approximately fifty
percent of the State's native forest and is a keystone species in
native watershed areas. Your Committee recognizes that rapid ohia
death is devastating thousands of acres of native forest on the
island of Hawaii and that it is vital take appropriate steps now
to prevent the spread of the fungus to the other islands. Your
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Committee believes that rapid ohia death is a critical threat to
the State's native forests and that it is crucial that funds are
directed to address this issue. Your Committee notes that it will
consider including an appropriation in the budget bill for this
purpose, with $2,000,000 as afpossible amount .

Your Committee has amended this measure by changing the
effective date to March 9, 2092, to facilitate further discussion
on the measure.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Ways and Means that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 1239, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Third
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 1239, S.D. 1.

Respectfully submitted on

behalf of the members of the
Committee on Ways and Means,

JILL N. WUDA, Chair
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The Senate
Twenty-Ninth Legislature

State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Ways and Means

WAM
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
56 1239 BEN ) \whw™ 7//-1,4 /”'
D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to:
The Recommendation is:
|:| Pass, unamended E(ass, with amendments D Hold |:| Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
TOKUDA, Jill N. (C) v
DELA CRUZ, Donovan M. (VC) v
ENGLISH, J. Kalani - v
GALUTERIA, Brickwood v
HARIMOTO, Breene v
INOUYE, Lorraine R. v
KAHELE, Kaiali‘i v
RIVIERE, Gil v’
SHIMABUKURO, Maile S.L. v
TANIGUCHI, Brian T. v
WAKAI, Glenn v
TOTAL 3 3
Recommendation:
B/Adopted |:| Not Adopted
Chair’s or Designee’s Signature:
Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 12/2/16



