
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

~ ri~ 2017

RE: H.B. No. 991
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Ninth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2017
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, to which
was referred H.B. No. 991 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO OPEN GOVERNMENT,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to promote openness in
government by improving public access to meeting notices,
documents to be discussed at meetings, and meeting minutes of
Hawaii’s boards and commissions. Specifically, this measure:

(1) Requires boards to file board meeting packets in their
office for public inspection and provide access to
either an electronic or hard copy version of the packet;

(2) Requires a board to allow interested persons to view
documents, reports, and proposals under consideration at
a board meeting in either hard copy or electronic
format;

(3) Allows for the electronic mailing of meeting notices;
and

(4) Requires meeting notices and minutes to be posted on a
board’s website, or a designated State or county
website, as appropriate.
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The Society of Professional Journalists, Hawaii Chapter,
League of Women Voters of Hawaii, and several concerned
individuals testified in support of this measure. The Office of
Information Practices, Liquor Commission of the City and County of
Honolulu, and Kailua Neighborhood Board testified in opposition to
this measure. The Department of Budget and Finance, Department of
Taxation, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Employees’
Retirement System, City and County of Honolulu, The Civil Beat Law
center for the Public Interest, and two concerned individuals
provided comments.

Your Committee finds that the public has made numerous
complaints about the lack of access to information received by
boards and the failure to provide an opportunity to participate in
board meetings. As such, your Committee has amended this measure
by deleting its contents and replacing it with language that:

(1) Sets out a practical approach for the electronic mailing
and posting of notices, the disclosure of board packets
and information, and the online posting of meeting
minutes; and

(2) Establishes a working group to develop board packet
disclosure requirements that will meet the public
interest of greater disclosure of board meetings.

Technical, nonsubstantive amendments have also been made for
clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 991, as amended herein, and recommends that it
pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 991,
H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce,

~
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives )1J s~c~R E,e~~P
The Twenty-ninth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

j4~ ~ c~c’c~ cru~ ~/~2/ 11
9 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CPC Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. McKELVEY, Angus L.K. (C) V’

2. ICHIYAMA, Linda (VC) V
3 AQUINO, Henry J C V
4. ITO, Ken
5 SAY, Calvin K Y

6. TAKAYAMA, Gregg ~./

7 TODD, Chns
8. YAMANE, Ryan I. V
9. FUKUMOTO, Beth V

TOTAL (9) 0 0 0
The recommendation is: I Adopted 9 Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


