
STAND. COM. REP. NO. 4~I 7
Honolulu, Hawaii

Fc~vv~r’.j 17 2017

RE: H.B. No. 1457
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty—Ninth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2017
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Ocean, Marine Resources, & Hawaiian
Affairs, to which was referred H.B. No. 1457 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AQUATIC LIFE,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to require the Division of
Aquatic Resources of the Department of Land and Natural Resources
to develop a comprehensive plan for the sustainable management of
nearshore reef wildlife, including requirements for sustainable
fishing and marine life collection practices and limits on total
rates of taking and collection.

The Conservation Council for Hawaii, ~Coral Triangle
Conservancy, Inc., West Hawaii Humane Society, Birth Sovereignty,
Snorkel Bob’s, Hoomana Pono, LLC., For the Fishes, Scuba Sports
Club of Westchester New York, Endangered Habitats League, Turtle
Island Restoration Network, Kihei Community Association, and
numerous individuals testified in support of this measure. The
Big Island Association of Fishers, Coral Fish Hawaii, and several
individuals testified in opposition to this measure. The
Department of Land and Natural Resources, Democratic Party of
Hawaii, Ocean Defenders Alliance, Citizen Advocates for Animals,
and numerous individuals commented on this measure.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting its purpose section;
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(2) Placing a moratorium on the issuance of all aquarium
fish permits for fishing or collecting common aquarium
trade species until the Department of Land and Natural
Resources has developed a comprehensive plan for the
sustainable management of nearshore reef wildlife;

(3) clarifying that existing aquarium fish permits shall not
be transferable to new individuals;

(4) Deleting the provision allowing a program or policy to
impose limitations or conditions on special activity
permit holders for the taking of fish or other marine
life in designated areas; and

(5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

Your Committee notes that the data about the populations of
common aquarium trade species is incomplete because it does not
represent all areas of Hawaii’s reefs. Your Committee also
recognizes that the industries relating to fishing and marine
collection are valuable to the State and provide many jobs.
Accordingly, your Committee aims to encourage and protect these
industries by ensuring that the language of this measure is not
inflammatory and unfair to people who legitimately fish and
collect marine wildlife.

Your Committee also finds that further discussion is
necessary to determine bag limits, gear limits, size restrictions,
and other rules to implement the Department of Land and Natural
Resources’ plan, and recommends that the Department identify the
areas and types of wildlife species that are most threatened by
the current fishing and marine collection practices.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Ocean, Marine Resources, & Hawaiian Affairs that is
attached to this report, your Committee is in accord with the
intent and purpose of H.B. No. 1457, as amended herein, and
recommends that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 1457, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on
Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Ocean, Marine
Resources, & Hawaiian Affairs,

~~NG1hi~
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-ninth Legis1atur~~ t~ /“7
Record of Votes of the Committee on Ocean, Marine Resources, & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~I9~ OM~-\ ~ci~J v~-/o3//7
9 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 9 Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

OMII Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. ING, Kaniela (C)

2. GATES, Cedric Asuega (VC)

3. CREAGAN, Richard P.

4. DeCOITE, Lynn

5. LoPRESTI, Matthew S.

6. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

7. THIELEN, Cynthia V

TOTAL (7)__/

The recommendation is: Adopted 9 Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


