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THE SENATE 

STATE OF HAWAII 
TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE, 201 7 

JAN 2 0 2017 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO CIVIL ACTIONS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

SECTION 1. Section 657-1.8, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending subsections (a) and (b) to read as follows: 

"(a) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, [ w e  

~ r o v i d e d  .;=der subsection ( b f ,  no] action for recovery of 

damages based on physical, psychological, or other injury or 

condition suffered by a minor arising from the sexual abuse of 

the minor by any person [W] may be commenced against the 

person who committed the act of sexual abuse [~tcre  thzn: 

-e+ Eight Fz= after cighteentk: Sir thday =f t h e  min=r 

cr the pcrsor: whc: c m l t t e d  t h e  a c t  =f sexual asttse 

attzlns thb UyL VL lllUJ W L l b Y  V V I I I L I I L V L J -  W b b U L U  J-UC.bL /- 
n -.-n n F  m T - r n v , t . r  7.1 7 n L n ~ i - w  n n n - 7 - n  l - t n -  

9F 

-tzt Three z f t e r  the  dztc t he  Ginor dis=verc  or 

rezc3Eably s k x l d  h2V-c dlccovered thzt pzychologlczl 

I .  
n ~ ~ ~ - - r  n w  , l l n n m c .  n m m q - w - ~ n -  9 F t - v  t h n  - -n  nF _I L r r J U L y  W L  A l I I I b U U  WLLULLl l ly  ULLLL C . . L l L  u y b  W L  L L L l  

cightecnth b1rthdzy wzs caused by the cc;;ual abL;3e, 

whichever c3tftcs lzter.] at any time. 
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A civil cause of action for the sexual abuse of a minor 

shall be based upon sexual acts that constituted or would have 

constituted a criminal offense under part V or VI of chapter 

707. 

(b) [ m r  2 period of four Y C Z ~ Z  2,fter P a ~ r i l  21, 2212,  

v i c t i m  of child sexuzl zbuse thzt  occurred 1:: this Etzte may 

G 4 1 -  - - 1 - 4 ,  4 n  - 4 v - 7 7 4 t  m n r r v t  nF  t k 4 -  C t - t n  qn-,:n”t thr\ 
u W L U L L  u U I I I U L  L L A L  L L W  

r r t , r n  7 ”  k-lY7-h 
” I b L I L l L  I U  W U L L b  

- - 1 - 7  ,n”t t h n  , r , r * t ,  I ”  ?h..”n- A r r n  tr\ tkh  u L I U I  I l l U L  LIIL Y I L L I I L 1  u U W U U L L  UUL LU L I A L  

I ,  I .  cxpirztlor: of t h e  zppliczble ci-=i l  s tz tute  of Iimitztionc tkt  

w3 in effect p r i o r  to .?$rlI 21, 2212 .1  

A claim may also be brought under this [cubsect ion] section 

against a legal entity if: 

(1) The person who committed the act of sexual abuse 

against the victim was employed by an institution, 

agency, firm, business, corporation, or other public 

or private legal entity that owed a duty of care to 

the victim; or 

(2) The person who committed the act of sexual abuse and 

the victim were engaged in an activity over which the 
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legal entity had a degree of responsibility or 

control. 

Damages against the legal entity shall be awarded under 

this subsection only if there is a finding of gross negligence 

on the part of the legal entity." 

SECTION 2. This Act does not affect rights and duties that 

matured, penalties that were incurred, and proceedings that were 

begun before its effective date. 

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

INTRODUCED BY: 
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R e p o r t  T i t l e :  
Civil Actions; Limitation of Actions; Sexual Offenses Against 
Minors 

D e s c r i p t i o n  : 
Allows a civil action for recovery of damages to be brought by 
persons subjected to sexual offenses as a minor against the 
person who committed the act at any time by repealing the 
statute of limitations. Repeals the period during which a 
victim of child sexual abuse may bring an otherwise time-barred 
civil action against the victim's abuser or an entity with a 
duty of care, including the State and counties. 

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent. 
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