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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE, 2017 H . B . N O . q

STATE OF HAWAII

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO MARRIAGE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:
SECTION 1. Chapter 572, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is
amended by adding a new section to part I to be appropriately

designated and to read as follows:

"§572- Common law marriage. (a) Notwithstanding

section 572-1(6) and (7) or any other law to the contrary,

persons cohabiting and acknowledging each other as spouses, and

generally reputed to be spouses, for a continuous period of not

less than ten years subsequent to the effective date of this

Act, shall thereafter be deemed to have been legally married.

(b) A marriage recognized as lawful pursuant to subsection

(a) shall be subject to chapter 580."

SECTION 2. This Act does not affect rights and duties that
matured, penalties that were incurred, and proceedings that were
begun before its effective date.

SECTION 3. New statutory material is underscored.
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SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
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H.B. NO. /237

Report Title:
Marriage; Common Law Marriage; Recognized as Lawful

Description:

Provides that common law marriages shall be lawfully recognized,
subject to certain conditions.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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