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Purpose of 
Resolution:

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) recognizes the intent of SCR 043, SD1 
requesting the State Public Charter School Commission to convene a working group to 
evaluate the feasibility of establishing a high school diploma granting public charter 
school program for adult learners. 

Upon successful fulfillment of graduation requirements via the General Education 
Development (GED), Competency-Based Community School Diploma Program, or High 
School Equivalency Test (HiSET),  graduates from the Department's Community 
Schools for Adults receive the Hawaii Adult Community School Diploma (HACSD).  

Since the Community Schools for Adults generally fulfills the need for a diploma for adult 
learners, the Department respectfully suggests that a formal working group is 
unnecessary. However, the Department is willing to engage in a discussion and meet 
with the State Public Charter School Commission and stakeholders to further explore 
this proposal and the challenges therein.  

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony on SCR 043, SD1.
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FOR: SCR 43 SD1 Requesting the State Public Charter School Commission to 
Convene a Working Group to Evaluate the Feasibility of Establishing a 
High School Diploma Granting Public Charter School Program for Adult 
Learners 

DATE: Thursday, April 14, 2016 

TIME: 2:00 PM 
COMMITTEE(S): House Committee on Education 
 House Committee on Human Services 

ROOM: Conference Room 309 

FROM: Yvonne Lau, Interim Executive Director 
 State Public Charter School Commission 
 
 
Comments in support of the intent of SCR 43 SD1 
 
Chairs Takumi & Morikawa, Vice Chairs Ohno & Kobayashi, and members of the Committee: 
 
The State Public Charter School Commission appreciates the opportunity to participate in a 
discussion on how public charter schools can contribute in alternative ways to public education 
in Hawaii. The Commission is grateful to the Senator Kidani and members of the Senate 
Committee on Education for the changes to the resolution that now include the Department of 
Education and other stakeholders in this effort. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 
 
 
 
 
 





 

 

To: Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 
Rep. Takashi Ohno, Vice Chair 
Members, House Committee on Education 

 
From: Laura Smith, President/CEO  
 Wanda Villareal, Vice-President, Mission Services 

Goodwill Hawaii  
 
Date: April 13, 2016 
 
Re: Testimony in Support of SCR43, Relating to Charter School for Adult Learners 
 
Hearing: 
Thursday, April 14, 2016 
2:00PM 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of Senate Concurrent Resolution 43, 
which is requesting to convene a working group to evaluate the feasibility of establishing a high 
school diploma granting public charter school for adult learners.  
 
Goodwill Industries of Hawaii, Inc. (Goodwill) is among the largest human service non-profit 
organizations in Hawaii. Our mission is to help people find and succeed in employment, enabling 
their self-sufficiency. Last year, Goodwill served over 11,000 people, placing almost 1,500 into 
jobs in our community. Many of our program participants are unemployed or underemployed 
adults who have dropped out of high school; due to the age cap, they can no longer obtain their 
high school diploma. Overall, 14.5% of our State’s population dropped out of school in the 2013-
2014 yeari.  
 
This lack of diploma gravely affects the ability to obtain employment at a self-sustaining 
wage. In looking toward Hawaii’s economic future, we must ensure our workforce is prepared for 
the projected labor market needs: By 2020, only 25% of job openings will not require a high 
school diplomaii. 
 
Goodwill also understands that various social issues such as health disparities, crime, substance 
abuse, employment and poverty are all intricately linked to educational achievement. High school 
dropouts have worse health, lower incomes, and fewer job opportunities than the general 
population. Further, high school dropouts are more likely to be recipients of government welfare, 
and are eight times more likely to be incarcerated, than those with high school diplomas.  
 
Adults without a high school diploma may obtain a GED; however, a GED does not result in 
equivalent outcomes as the attainment of a high school diploma: Research has shown the health 
and economic outcomes of GED certificate holders look no different than high school dropouts.  

 Individuals with a high school diploma earn $1,600 more in mean monthly earnings than 
those with a GEDiii. 

 Less than 5% of GED holders receive a bachelor’s degree, compared to 33% of those 
with diplomasiv. 

 The military limits the number accepted, and requires higher scores on aptitude tests, of 
GED holders, because the military dropout rate for GED holders is 45% compared to 24% 
for high school graduatesv. 



 

 

 
Our past and current work with adults has led Goodwill both at a local level and a national level 
to seek better educational outcomes for the people we serve, which is why we strongly support 
this resolution – which would create an opportunity for adults to obtain their high school diploma, 
and lead to proven positive immediate and long-term benefits on both the individual and 
communities as a whole. Other states have experienced tremendous success at awarding 
diplomas and certifications for adult learners. Enabling such an opportunity would have a 
resounding impact on our residents’ educational and employment trajectories by affording 
individuals who dropped out of high school a second chance at earning a diploma and being a 
contributing member of society. 
 
Goodwill advocates for these same opportunities within our State and asks for your support 
through the passage of this measure.  
   
  

i http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/trends/2014/Act51_State.pdf 
ii nationalskillscoalition.org 
iii U.S. Census Bureau 
iv U.S. Census Bureau 
v http://www.thebestschools.org/degrees/high-school-diploma-versus-ged/ 
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