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SB 980 Testimony: REACH Program 

I support REACH funding for the UpLink After-school program at Molokai Middle School. I 
have been an UpLink instructor for years, but with the expansion of programs at the middle 
school during the regular school day, we have had to expand the programs to support the regular 
school day after school in UpLink. Before REACH funds were used, I would coach Music, 
Ukulele, and Volleyball Boys and Girls. With the addition of REACH funds, I can now coach 
VEX IQ Robotics, Science Olympiad Bridges, Science Olympiad RoboCross, Science Olympiad 
Air Trajectory, Science Olympiad Rotor Egg Drop, and Science Olympiad Boomilever. In 
addition, REACH has supported travel expenses for these additional programs providing greater 
student participation in off-island tournaments on Maui and Oahu. Without these additional 
REACH funds, our Molokai students would be deprived of all the events and competitions that 
are very normal and inclusive for schools and students on Oahu and Maui. Specifically, 
REACH funds have helped to send the Molokai Middle School VEX IQ Robotics team to last 
year's State Championship Tournament, which led to MMS going to the VEX World's 
Championships in Anaheim, California. This year's REACH has funded robotics travel to the 
2015 aio Aloha VEX IQ Qualifying Tournament on Oahu in January. Our students have truly 
been blessed by the added after-school classes, tournaments, and travel funds that REACH brings 
to our UpLink program. Please continue to support and fund the REACH program in SB 980. 



SB 980: REACH Funding February 2, 2015 

Molokai Middle School student testimonies in support of SB 980 for REACH after school program 

funding. Molokai Middle School currently receives REACH funding and has been a recipient since SY 

2013-2014. 

"I am asking for your support of SB 980 for REACH funding of after school programs ... " 

1. "REACH funding of our after school program for Science Olympiad has helped me in the 

following ways: I am able to understand and drive the electric robot • I am also involved in 

extra-curricular activities and able to play sports." Crystal Nakihei; 8th grader 

2. "The after school program has helped me collaborate with the teacher and students, have time 

to practice our learning, and provides snacks and supplies," Kobelynn Bounlangsy; 8th grader 

3. "The after school program has given me extra practice building time for robotics. We get food 

so I don't have to build on an empty stomach and have a ride home." Marion Powell; 8th grader 

4. "The REACH funding of our Science Olympiad has helped me have a better understanding of 

engineering. It is helping me in finding a possible career path while spending time with my 

peers." Taye Mowat; 8th grader 

5. "Being in the after school program and Science Olympiad has helped me practice .more, 

cooperate with others, and work together as a team." Mary Rose Ringor; 8th grader 

6. "REACH funding of Science Olympiad gives us more practice, time to bond with each other, and 

time to do sports." Acey Reyes; 8th grader 

7. "The after school program has helped me have a better understanding of teamwork, 

sportsmanship, and to become a better person in my character. I am having fun with school 

events." Cameryn Kahalewai; 8th grader 

8. "I learn more and exceed in school because the after school program made me more open to 

new things. I am able to also do my favorite sports." Kaitlin DeRouin; 8th grader 

9. "REACH funding of our VEX Robotics after school class has helped me practice my driving skills, 

bond with my team mates, and go to competitions." Kawohi Duvauchelle; 8th grader 

10. "The after school program lets us get together as a full team because we don't get to do that 

during the school day and gives us more time to do our VEX Robotics matches." Makani Davis; 

8th grader 

11. "The VEX Robotics class has helped me learn and sharpen my skills, learn life skills, and is a fun 

after school activity." Kodie Place; 8th grader 

12. "I am a driver for the robot on my VEX Robotic team, play sports, and learn more because of the 

after school program." Petey Keliihoomalu; 8th grader 

13. "REACH funding of after school has helped me to have more time to practice and finish my work 

and projects in Science Olympiads, Bridges, and school assignments. I also have fun and play 

sports." Mary Grace Ringor; 8th grader 

Thank you for your support of SB 980 and funding of the REACH after school programs. 


