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Committee: Senate Education

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Kathryn S. Matayoshi, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: SB 0978  RELATING TO YOUTH.

Purpose of Bill: Appropriates funds to support anti-bullying and suicide prevention 
efforts in Hawaii's public schools.

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) appreciates the intent of SB 978 to provide funds to 
support Hawaii's public schools.

Additional funding would assist schools in providing professional development training for  
school personnel and programs for students focused on suicide prevention and anti -bullying 
efforts.

Further, the Department would like to request that the implementation of SB 978 would not 
replace or adversely impact priorities indicated in our Executive Budget.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.

LATE



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
EDU Testimony

Submitted testimony for SB978 on Feb 6, 2015 13:15PM
Thursday, February 05, 2015 11:31:56 AM
SB978 Suicide Intervention in Secondary Schoools NASSP Oct 2006.pdf

SB978
Submitted on: 2/5/2015
Testimony for EDU/HTH on Feb 6, 2015 13:15PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Leslie Baunach Hawaii Association of
 School Psychologists Support No

Comments: We support the intent of this bill, given that it is founded in research and
 best practice. Please see the attached supporting document from our National
 Association. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

LATE
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Chair of the Senate Committee  
The Honorable Michelle Kidani, Chair Senate Committee of Education 

The Honorable Josh Green, Chair Senate Committee of Health 

Kathleen Han 
University of Hawaii Graduate Division 
Myron B. Thompson School of Social Work 

Friday February 6, 2015 

I support SB 978 

My name is Kathleen Han and I am a second year MSW student at the University of 
Hawaii.  I am testifying in favor of SB 978.   

Bullying is a serious concern that affects not only the victim but also their family and the 
community.  There has been numerous studies showing that bullying can cause mental 
illnesses, such as: anxiety, depression, and behavior problems.  These mental health 
issues can affect the victim’s well-being and sometimes carry on into adulthood.  
Bullying may affect family life.  Behavior and emotional changes can cause problems at 
home.  It may affect the community as well.  There also has been many studies showing 
bullies and victims are more likely to abuse substances, drop out of school, and engage in 
criminal activities.   

Bullying can cause not only emotional and behavior changes but even death.  I believe 
we should have preventative measures at schools before a victim chooses to end his/her 
life due to being bullied.  Of course bullying and suicide prevention should be taught at 
home but many parents in Hawaii work two jobs to support their family, as a result, they 
may not have time to talk to their children.  Since children spend most of their day at 
school, I believe educating students in the classroom about the seriousness of bullying 
and suicide is a good idea.   

Children should be free to explore their individualism without being negatively judged or 
harassed.   As a mother, I would be saddened if my child passed away before I did.  I 
would be even more saddened if it was from a cause that could have been preventive.  As 
a mother to a child of our future generation, I support SB 978. 

LATE



From:
To:
Cc:

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
EDU Testimony

Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB978 on Feb 6, 2015 13:15PM*
Date: Thursday, February 05, 2015 11:58:58 AM

SB978
Submitted on: 2/5/2015
Testimony for EDU/HTH on Feb 6, 2015 13:15PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Sherry Campagna Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

LATE
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