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To: Chair Della Au Belatti
 Vice Chair Richard P. Creagan
 House Committee on Health

From: Paula Yoshioka
 Senior Vice President
 The Queen’s Health Systems

Re: SB 385 SD 1, Relating to Cancer
 Hearing—March 20, 2015 at 10:30 AM

The Queen’s Health Systems (QHS) would like to provide strong support for SB 385 SD 1,
which would support the Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program (BCCCP) by funding the
continuation of valuable services such as screening, education, treatment, and outreach for breast
and cervical cancer.

Breast cancer is the most common cancer among women in Hawaii, accounting for about one-
third of all cancer cases among the state’s females.  Breast cancer is also the most common
cancer reported at The Queen’s Medical Center-Punchbowl (QMC-P), accounting for about one-
fourth of all cancer cases.

Breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths among women today. While there is
no prevention for breast cancer, a breast health program of regular mammograms and clinical
breast examinations are critical to early detection and improved survival. When diagnosed at its
earliest stage, breast cancer survival is excellent at 98 percent. On the other end, cervical cancer
can be prevented and found early through regular screening. For these reasons, it is important for
Hawaii to have a viable Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program.

The BCCCP provides critical screening and early detection services to women who are high risk,
and to women who have limited access to health care services.  The program serves
approximately 1,200 women per year through 12 community-based, contracted providers across
the state, including QHS.

Early detection of cancer greatly reduces treatment costs and increases survival rates.  We ask for
your continued support of this important program.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter.



Testimony of:  Phyllis Baumwell Dendle,
Board member and public policy chair, Susan G. Komen Hawaii

Before:   The House Committee on Health
The Honorable Della Au Belatti, Chair
The Honorable Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair

Hearing:
March 20, 2015
10:30 am
Conference Room 329

RE: SB 385 SD1   RELATING TO CANCER

Chair Belatti and committee members: thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of

this bill making an appropriation for the breast and cervical cancer control program.

The text of the bill admirable explains the impact this program has had in Hawaii. It is important to

remember that even though the prognosis for these cancers is much improved, they still kill women every

year. The earlier these cancers are diagnosed and treated the better the outcomes are for the patients. As

a survivor of breast cancer I cannot emphasize enough the benefit of early detection.

Our organization continues to work as a non-profit to raise funds to provide grants that support research

and education to reduce and ultimately eliminate breast cancer. In 2014 we gave out 10 grants in Hawaii

totaling $305,000.  We are eager to work ourselves out of a job.

We urge you to appropriate the funds in this bill to continue the excellent work of this state program.

Thank you for your consideration.

Our Mission: To have a world without breast cancer.

TEL: (808) 754-6659 FAX: (808) 735-6746 EMAIL: KOMEN @KOMENHAWAII.ORG WEBSITE: WWW.KOMENHAWAII.ORG
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From: Christine Hinds <christine.hinds@cancer.org>
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2015 9:28 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: Support for SB 385

Subject line: Support for SB 385

Members of the House Committee on Health,

I support SB 385, SD1, to provide funding for the Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program.  The purpose of the
funding is to allow the Department of Health to reach more eligible women who are uninsured or underinsured.  This
year, it is estimated that Hawaii will have 1,140 new cases of breast cancer and 50 new cases of cervical cancer.

Aloha,
Christine Hinds

Christine Hinds | Program Manager, Mission Delivery
American Cancer Society, Inc.
2370 Nuuanu Avenue
Honolulu, HI 96817
Phone: 808.432.9162
cancer.org | 1.800.227.2345

This message (including any attachments) is intended exclusively for the individual to whom it is addressed and may
contain proprietary, protected, or confidential information. If you are not the named addressee, you are not authorized to
read, print, copy, or disseminate this message or any part of it. If you have received this message in error, please notify
the sender immediately.



House Committee on Health
Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair
Representative Richard Creagan, Vice Chair

SB 385, SD1 – RELATING TO CANCER
Cory Chun, Government Relations Director – Hawaii Pacific

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB 385, SD1, which
appropriates an unspecified amount for the Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program.

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) is the nation's leading
cancer advocacy organization.  ACS CAN works with federal, state, and local government
bodies to support evidence-based policy and legislative solutions designed to eliminate
cancer as a major health problem.

Hawaii’s Breast and Cervical Cancer program provides free pap tests to women aged 50
to 64 and mammograms to women aged 50 to 64 who are uninsured, underinsured, and
have income below 250 percent of the federal poverty level.  From 2007-2012, Hawaii’s
program detected 75 invasive breast cancers and 33 cervical cancers and precancerous
lesions.

The Affordable Care Act will provide women with greater access to preventive cancer
screenings and treatment. However, gaps will still remain for women who will continue
to be uninsured or underinsured due to affordability, literacy, and language related
barriers.  It is estimated that over 10,985 Hawaii women will continue to lack access to
cervical cancer screenings, and 4,639 women will lack access to breast cancer screenings
this year.  Maintaining adequate funding will preserve a critical safety net for thousands
of Hawaii women who will continue to lack access to essential screening, diagnostic and
treatment services.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written comments in support.

American Cancer Society
Cancer Action Network
2370 Nu`uanu Avenue
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96817
808.432.9149
www.acscan.org
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From: Alaina Cunningham <abcunningham2@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2015 7:53 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: Support for SB 385

Members of the House Committee on Health,

I support SB 385, SD1, to provide funding for the Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program.  The
purpose of the funding is to allow the Department of Health to reach more eligible women who are
uninsured or underinsured.  This year, it is estimated that Hawaii will have 1,140 new cases of breast
cancer and 50 new cases of cervical cancer.

Aloha,
Alaina Cunningham
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