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Senate	  Committee	  on	  Higher	  Education	  and	  the	  Arts	  
February	  3,	  2015,	  1:30	  p.m.,	  Conference	  Room	  224	  


	  
TESTIMONY	  IN	  STRONG	  SUPPORT	  OF	  SB	  327	  
Appropriates	  $225,000	  in	  general	  funds	  for	  4.0	  FTE	  positions	  for	  the	  UH	  Pamantasan	  Council	  to	  
promote	  access	  and	  diversity.	  
	  
To:	  	  	  	  	  	   Sen.	  Brian	  T.	  Taniguchi,	  Chair;	  and	  Lorraine	  R.	  Inouye,	  Vice	  Chair	  


Members:	  	  Sen.	  Mike	  Gabbard,	  Sen.	  Gilbert	  Kahele,	  Sen.	  Michelle	  N.	  Kidani,	  Sen.	  Glenn	  
Wakai,	  Sen.	  Sam	  Slom	  
	  


From:	  	  	  	  	  Charlene	  Cuaresma,	  Principal	  Investigator	  
	   Asian	  American	  Network	  for	  Cancer	  Awareness,	  Research	  and	  Training	  
	   University	  of	  Hawai`i	  	  


Student	  Equity,	  Excellence	  and	  Diversity	  
	   2600	  Campu	  Rd.	  QLCSS	  Rm.	  414	  
	   Honolulu,	  HI	  	  96822	  
	   	  
Dear	   Sen.	   Brian	   Taniguchi,	   Chair;	   Sen.	   Lorraine	   Inouye,	   Vice	   Chair;	   and	   Senate	   Committee	  
Members:	  
	  
My	  name	  is	  Charlene	  Cuaresma,	  Principal	  Investigator	  for	  the	  Asian	  American	  Network	  for	  Cancer	  
Awareness	  Research	  and	  Training	  (AANCART),	  which	  is	  a	  Community	  Network	  Program	  of	  the	  
National	  Cancer	  Institute.	  AANCART	  was	  established	  to	  address	  cancer	  disparities	  among	  Asian	  
Americans	  through	  research,	  education,	  training,	  and	  advocacy.	  I	  am	  happy	  to	  submit	  strong	  
support	  for	  this	  bill.	  	  
	  
Funding	  for	  the	  UH	  Pamantasan	  Council	  to	  promote	  access	  and	  diversity	  is	  important	  for	  
leadership	  development	  of	  our	  Filipino	  students.	  AANCART	  is	  helping	  to	  build	  the	  capacity	  of	  
Filipino	  community	  leaders,	  especially	  students,	  to	  become	  effective	  public	  health	  stakeholders.	  
Given	  all	  the	  scientific	  and	  medical	  advances	  in	  health	  care,	  Filipinos	  have	  a	  persistent	  and	  
disproportionate	  burden	  of	  lower	  cancer	  screenings,	  and	  higher	  rates	  of	  cancer	  detected	  at	  late	  
stages,	  resulting	  in	  higher	  cancer	  death	  rates.	  The	  annual	  Pamantasan	  Conference	  provides	  a	  
professional	  showcase	  for	  students,	  faculty,	  staff	  and	  community	  leaders	  to	  add	  to	  the	  body	  of	  
knowledge	  from	  multi-‐disciplinary	  fields	  to	  foster	  informed,	  critical	  thinking	  and	  civically	  engaged	  
leaders.	  
	  
The	  UH	  Pamantasan	  Council	  provides	  an	  infrastructure	  that	  has	  a	  broad	  and	  deep	  statewide	  reach	  
that	  will	  produce	  competent	  leaders	  and	  good	  stewards	  on	  every	  island	  for	  the	  benefit	  of	  all	  of	  
Hawai`i.	  
	  
Thank	  you	  for	  hearing	  this	  bill,	  and	  for	  the	  opportunity	  to	  offer	  strong	  support	  for	  you	  to	  advance	  
student	  excellence	  and	  equity	  in	  Hawai`iʻs	  institutions	  of	  higher	  learning.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
Charlene	  Cuaresma,	  Principal	  Investigator,	  AANCART	  Hawai‘i	  
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 327 
Franalyn Galiza 


MEd student, Educational Foundations 
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 


February 3, 2015 
2:00 PM 


State Capitol Room 309 
 
Aloha Chair, Vice Chair and Committee on Higher Education, 
 


My name is Franalyn Galiza. I was born in Kalihi, housed in Waipahu and raised in 
Wai’anae. I was also born to a working class immigrant Filipino family. It was because of 
the places that I was raised in and people like my grandmother that played a vital role in 
teaching me Ilokano (Filipino language) and my Filipino culture. My grandmother made 
sure that I was provided with the right nourishment and knowledge so that I would not 
forget my Filipinoness. But in 1997, my grandmother had a left-sided brain stroke that 
resulted in paralysis of the right side of her body, speech and language deficits and sadly, 
memory loss.  


At this point she could only mumble and mutter sounds that I could not understand. 
She could no longer speak words. No words in Ilokano. No words about Filipino. But her 
physical presence and non-verbal cues still gave me hope and pride of being a Filipina. My 
hope and pride of being a Filipino only lasted for so long. In 2001, another unexpected turn 
came; my grandmother. Before I knew it, I completely lost my identity and connection to 
my Filipino culture that Kalihi, Waipahu, Waianae and my grandmother had given to me. 


It wasn’t until I had attended the  University of Hawaii at Manoa that I regained my 
Filipino identity; taking courses to recover my Ilokano language and history. If it were not 
for the UH Pamantasan council to provide this access to regain my culture identity, I do not 
know if I would have re-capture that Filipinoness identity into me. 


With that said, is my full support of SB 327 to to be able to be support emerging 
Filipino youth leaders, to build and sustain the Filipino identity that they are a part of. 


 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 


Sincerely, 
 
Franalyn Galiza 







Strong Support for SB327 
Committee on Higher Education and the Arts 

Committee on Higher Education 
February 3, 2015 

Hawai'i State Capitol 

To: Honorable Chair, Vice Chair and members of committee 

From: Geryll Anthony A. Agno 
Sulong Aral, Leeward Community College 
94-045 Ala Ike Street, DA-204 
Pearl City, HI 96782 

Subject: Testimony in strong support of SB327 

My name is Geryll Anthony A. Agno, a prospective graduate of Leeward Community College 
with an Associate's of Arts in Liberal Arts degree by the end of this semester, spring 2015. Upon 
completing my time in the community college, I plan to pursue a Bachelor's of Science in 
Computer Science degree at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. 

In addition, I am one of the members of the planning committee of the Pamantasan Conference 
2014 with a theme of "Higher Education: Toward Achieving Empowerment" that happened on 
the 21st of March of that year. 

If you are not familiar with the Pamantasan Conference, it is an annual assembly of students, 
faculty, and staff in the University of Hawaii system that tackles issues such as Filipino 
enrollment and completion in the University of Hawai'i, representation of Filipinos in the faculty 
and professional staff in the University, legislative agenda related to higher education, Filipino 
empowerment, celebration of Filipino culture and heritage, and other related issues. This 
conference is overseen by the University of Hawaii Pamantasan Council and is hosted by one 
campus in the system each year - this year, UH-West O' ahu. 

The experience I had during the entirety of the planning process, and the actual conference is life 
changing. It was an eye-opening experience. Before I got involved with the Pamantasan Council, 
I never knew the issues that Filipinos were facing in higher education. Honestly, I never cared 
too much about my community before this experience but this conference changed how I think 
about them. It told me to care and fight for them. It made me realizde how we need each other in 
this society to survive and succeed. It just screamed "Go and start making a change!" 

I can attest to the importance of this event and the importance of the Pamantasan Council. 
However, organizations like this cannot exist without sufficient funding. It cannot achieve the 
things that it was created to do without sufficient funding. This is very evident when we were 
planning the previous conference. 

During the planning process of the Pamantasan Conference, we encountered a lot of challenges, 
one of which is the lack of funding for the event. The event ended up as a success but we had 



bigger plans that would have improved the experience of attending the event tremendously. We 
were forced to charge registration fees to the attendees just for us to run the event. The event was 
supposed to welcome all interested individuals who wanted to be a part of it but it was driving 
away people who did not have the money to pay the fee. 

I saw this first-hand and it is the biggest reason why I am completely supporting this bill. This 
bill will help the council address the problems of the Filipino community higher education in 
Hawaii. This bill will help reward the people who spend hundreds of hours yearly just to help the 
members of the community who are in need for free. 

The Pamantasan Council and the Pamantasan Conference is important to Filipinos in higher 
education and this bill will help keep it alive. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Geryll Anthony A. Agno 
gery ll@hawaii.edu 

-------



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HEA Testimony
Cc: jeffrey.acido@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB327 on Feb 3, 2015 13:30PM
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SB327
Submitted on: 2/3/2015
Testimony for HEA on Feb 3, 2015 13:30PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Jeffrey Acido Individual Support Yes

Comments: Aloha Chair Sen. Taniguchi, Sen. Inouye, and committee on Higher
 Education Committee: Good Afternoon, I am testifying for the need to fund the UH
 Pamantasan Council to promote access and diversity in higher education. The issue
 of higher education among underserved and underrepresented peoples, especially
 Filipinos has been a very important issue in my life. I know that I owe many to the
 great work of Pamantasan Council, with the very little resources (mostly volunteer
 time). When I was a young undergraduate student, I attended a conference they held
 at Honolulu Community College, that was about a decade ago, back then you could
 fit all the Filipinos who work at the UH system in one room and all the Filipino
 students in another. With very little resources I see now that we have increased
 Filipino students and faculty—but not nearly enough. I want to ask you to imagine
 what more we could do with a little bit of help. Imagine how many more students from
 Kalihi, Waipahu, Waianae, Waimanalo, Kau, Hanamaulu, can attend higher
 education. Me going to college was just an imagination—and today it is a reality.
 Let’s start imagining Pamantasan, Mahalo, Jeffrey Tangonan Acido 
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 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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