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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 325 
Franalyn Galiza 


MEd student, Educational Foundations 
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 


February 3, 2015 
2:00 PM 


State Capitol Room 309 
 
Aloha Chair, Vice Chair and Committee on Higher Education, 
 
My name is Franalyn Galiza. I was born in Kalihi, housed in Waipahu and raised in 
Wai’anae. I was also born to working class immigrant Filipino parents. Coming from 
underserved communities and the struggle of my parents working four jobs altogether 
would soon be fixed if I pursued higher education. I attended Leeward CC and was accepted 
into a prestigious--difficult to get into--nursing program in the Pacific, University of Hawaii 
at Manoa. Which in turn meant that nursing would be  vehicle that would free my parents 
from overworking and provide a better future for myself. 
 
However, pursuing higher education would not have been possible if I had not received 
various scholarships, one being the Board of Regents, Presidential Scholarship, but also the 
hard earnings that my parents struggled to provide for me. I am currently an MEd student 
in Educational Foundations at the University, but I find myself struggling more to fund my 
education because scholarships are minimal, but more importantly, my parents are now 
funding my younger sibling through college. 
 
To combat the monetary issues, is my full support of SB 325 to assist creating more job 
opportunities to emerging youth leaders, like myself and my peers, to be able to assist their 
families and defray the cost of their schooling. 
 
Thank you for hearing this bill and for considering this passage. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Franalyn Galiza 
 
 







Strong Support for SB325 
Committee on Higher Education and the Arts 

Committee on Higher Education 
February 3, 2015 

Hawai'i State Capitol 

To: Honorable Chair, Vice Chair and members of committee 

From: Geryll Anthony A. Agno 
Sulong Aral, Leeward Community College 
94-045 Ala Ike Street, DA-204 
Pearl City, HI 96782 

Subject: Testimony in strong support of SB325 

My name is Geryll Anthony A. Agno, a prospective graduate of Leeward Community College 
with an Associate's of Arts in Liberal Arts degree by the end of this semester, Spring 2015. 
Upon completing my time in the community college, I plan to pursue a Bachelor's of Science in 
Computer Science degree at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. In addition, I am a student 
worker at Leeward CC working as a student assistant and peer mentor for the Sulong Aral 
program. Being a student worker has helped me in multiple ways for the past year and it will be 
my third semester as a student worker. 

I am a relatively new immigrant here in the United States of America - I got here on 2011. My 
primary goal of coming here is to acquire a college degree that I could use to get a good job. 
Little did I know that I am up for a very long and frustrating ride. 

The start of my college experience did not go as I expected. I spent my first four semesters 
taking no more than six credits per semester because I could not afford tuition. During this 
period, I was forced to work part-time in a job I never imagined myself to be in so that I could 
save for tuition money and other expenses regarding college. I work at a Jack-in-the-Box branch 
that was fifteen miles away from home because I could not find a more practical location for a 
job. 

After four semesters and two years of taking less than 6 credits worth of classes, I decided to go 
to school full-time. I needed to quit my job because I wanted to focus on my studies and that 
work is obstructing with my schedule. Most workplaces here in the state do not care about their 
workers in terms of their lives outside work; this applies to my previous job so I could not work 
around my school schedule. In addition, my previous did not offer me any way of learning, and 
personal and professional development, leaving me to decide that it was not worth it. 

Soon enough, I was again in need of a stable source of even small income that would help me 
survive. I struggled through my first semester as a full-time student but I could not endure 
another one. This is when I thought about working in-campus as a student worker because taking 
another job that does not care is not an option for me anymore. I was fortunate enough to have 



great mentors who recommended me to someone and eventually landed me a job in the Sulong 
Aral Program at Leeward Community College. 

As a student-worker, my supervisor knew the importance of school in comparison to any kind of 
work I would need to do for the program. This alone helped me a lot. Working just part-time 
while going to school full time is not an easy task. Students like me in this situation need all the 
help we can get, and an understanding and caring job is the best scenario for us - an employment 
mcampus. 

First of all, we have the chance to work around our school schedule and do what is best for our 
time. Secondly, the work we do for our respective jobs provide good learning opportunities 
outside a regular class. Personally, ever since I started working for Sulong Aral, I have improved 
leaps and bounds in my communication, organizing, planning, critical thinking, and social skills. 
It also provides us professional development opportunities that will eventually prove to be very 
helpful when we finally finish our education. Third, our employment provides us with hundreds 
of opportunities to network with other professionals and create good relationships with the right 
people - people who are not just colleagues but also mentors and inspirations. 

With your support, current student workers like me and future student workers will be able to 
succeed without worrying too much about our financial needs. 

Thank you kindly for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Geryll Anthony A. Agno 
geryll@hawaii.edu 
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SB325
Submitted on: 2/3/2015
Testimony for HEA on Feb 3, 2015 13:30PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Jeffrey Acido Individual Support Yes

Comments: Aloha Chair Sen. Taniguchi, Sen. Inouye, and committee on Higher
 Education Committee: Thank you for giving us a moment to comment and testify on
 this important issue. I grew up in Kalihi, attend all the public schools in Kalihi, and
 went to Honolulu Community College and finished my doctorates at UH Manoa. I
 want to say that during my time at the University of Hawaii I was employed as a
 student in different offices, ranging from the Leeward Community college as college
 recruiter, as a cancer awareness advocate at Manoa, as a graduate student teaching
 classes in the Ilokano language program. I am thankful for those opportunities, not
 only because of the obvious financial rewards but more so because of the many
 knowledge and wisdom that I learned. You see, jobs for students at the university
 mean so much more than just money—even though that is what we are advocating
 for—it means that we can stay on campus, avoid commuting, and dedicate more
 time to our studies; it means that we get to meet amazing people who do great work
 that someday we may get into in education, in politics, in science. Above all, it means
 that we get to work in an environment that makes use of our talents while promoting
 the value of education. Thank you so much for time, Jeffrey Tangonan Acido, PhD 
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SB325
Submitted on: 2/3/2015
Testimony for HEA on Feb 3, 2015 13:30PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Sara Perry UH Student Caucus Support No

Comments: The UH Student Caucus supports this Bill. We find that student
 employment opportunities will only benefit our student population with real-world
 experiences. Often, campus jobs are much more flexible for students while they
 attend classes, and offer the perk of geographic location so a student doesn't have to
 leave the campus to work between their classes. Mahalo for your consideration of
 this testimony, Sara E. Perry UH Student Caucus, Chair
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SB325
Submitted on: 2/3/2015
Testimony for HEA on Feb 3, 2015 13:30PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Teresa Parsons Individual Support No

Comments: This Bill will enable more students to stay in school, so I encourage you
 to support this Bill.
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