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studio classrooms, an art education knowledge center, and parking.  
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February 12, 2015 

TO:   Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Inouye, and Members of the Committee 

FROM:  Bea Hunt 

REF:  Testimony Presented to the Senate Committee on Higher Education and the Arts 
 February 12, 2015, 1:30 p.m., Conference Room 224 

 SB 324 – Relating to an Art Education Facility 

 

I would like to testify on HB 324, which proposes Hawaii State support for construction 
of a building that would expand the Honolulu Museum Art School. 

The Honolulu Museum Art School is the cornerstone of the art education in Honolulu, 
and is important to me for several reasons, as I am both a practicing artist and an art 
educator.  

I have been a student of the art school for over ten years and had the opportunity to learn 
from many teaching artists.  Over the past few years, it has been increasingly difficult to 
enroll due to the classes filling up almost instantaneously.  Clearly there is a demand for 
more courses and the need for more teaching space.  I have taught art classes 
incorporating many of the skills and techniques learned at the art school. 

The new building will provide more classroom space and create a knowledge center with 
learning resources for art teacher training.  The center would also include an art library 
accessible to all.  The facility would allow for new courses in various art forms, including 
glasswork, woodwork, and other media not currently available.  

I ask that you support Senate Bill 324 as it provides a much-needed facility that would 
greatly enhance the art community in Hawaii. 

Thank you, 

Bea Hunt  

bsn.hunt@gmail.com  
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Testimony Presented to the Senate Committee on Higher Education and the Arts 

February 12, 2015, 1:30 p.m., Conference Room 224 

By Sue A. Francis 

  

SB 324 – Relating to an Art Education Facility 

Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Inouye, and Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on SB 324, which proposes state support for construction of a 
building that would expand Honolulu Museum of Art School. I support this measure. 

As a docent at the Honolulu Museum of Art, I have worked with hundreds of children who come to tour 
the museum and then take art classes at the Art School.  You need only see the look of wonder on many 
of their young faces to realize just how important this experience is.  Even more satisfying is the light 
that goes on when they learn a new skill, a new way of expressing themselves.  This is especially true for 
the children coming from outlying schools, many of whom have not had a museum experience and 
whose art education is limited by circumstances. 

It is not only art these children are experiencing and learning.  Through the wide variety of art activity 
and exploration, they use math concepts (such as one-point perspective, proportion, fractals), science 
processes (the optics of colors, make up of materials, thermodynamics), literary associations (how art 
interprets words and how words paint pictures in our minds).  They gain cultural understanding by 
learning techniques unique to the many cultures that make up Hawaii and the world. 

We already reach thousands of kids each year, but we need to reach so many more, to provide them 
with a quality experience that can enhance their education and their lives.  We also need to provide 
more resources for teachers, so that they can prepare ahead for an art school experience and follow up 
in the classroom afterward to maximize the learning experience. 

Now is the time to invest in a new Art School annex.  Most classes today fill up within days or even 
minutes.  Children need the opportunity to expand their knowledge and take concepts they have 
learned at school and in the museum and actually put them into action.  More children need to have this 
experience, especially those who do not normally have access to this kind of learning, critical thinking 
and creativity.  

The Honolulu Museum of Art was founded to bring the world to the children of Hawaii, many of whom 
do not have the opportunity to travel widely.  The goals of the museum and the State are the same:  to 
serve the people of Hawaii by providing the best possible education for our children.  State investment 
in a new art school makes sense, not only because of the value it would provide to our community, but 
because it would be a state-owned building built on state land. Honolulu Museum of Art leases land 
under the current art school from the state of Hawai’i. The historic Linekona building is owned by the 
state and operated by the museum. A new building, if built on state land, would also belong to the state 
of Hawai’I – and would serve Hawaii’s children for many years to come. 

Please support Senate Bill 324. The school is an important part of my community, and state investment 
will help ensure its value and utility to Hawai’i. 



 Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this measure.  
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