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 Testimony in SUPPORT of SB2975 

RELATING TO BLOOD GLUCOSE MONITORING 

SENATOR ROSALYN H. BAKER, CHAIR 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH 

Hearing Date: February 26, 2016 Room Number:  229 
 

Fiscal Implications:  None 1 

Department Testimony:  The Department supports this bill and defers to the Department of 2 

Education (DOE) for issues on implementation. 3 

The purpose of this bill is to include blood glucose monitoring by the student and DOE 4 

employees and agents who volunteer to assist a student with blood glucose monitoring.  Public 5 

Health Nursing Branch currently provides education and training on proper administration of 6 

insulin and glucagon in the school setting.  Students requiring diabetes care in the school setting 7 

are referred to a Department of Health public health nurse (PHN).  The PHN completes a 8 

comprehensive assessment and develops an individual student diabetes plan. This plan, which is 9 

based on the students needs, may include education to school personnel on diabetes, blood sugar 10 

testing, insulin and glucagon administration, and emergency action plans for hyperglycemia or 11 

hypoglycemia.  Training is based on the American Diabetes Association guidelines. 12 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 13 

Offered Amendments:  None 14 



From: Kaufman, Andrew
To: CPH Testimony
Subject: Testimony In Support of SB2975
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2016 9:51:42 AM

Aloha Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker and Senator Michelle N. Kidani
Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health
Hawaii State Capitol
 
I write in support of SB2975 which clarifies the accommodations available to protect
 and keep our keiki with diabetes medically safe at school; allowing DOE employees
 to volunteer to administer or assist a student with blood glucose monitoring.
 
Further, many school employees are being told they are unable to volunteer due to
 liability concerns. This position appears to stem from a perception that certain
 activities that are normally associated with routine assistance to students with
 diabetes are not covered by Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) §302A-1164. While the
 language of that statute was never intended to be construed so strictly, SB2975
 seeks to eliminate any such ambiguity by amending the statutory language to
 specially include those actions. Doing so will ensure that volunteers who provide
 diabetes care or assistance will be fully protected from liability under HRS §302A-
1164(h).
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me. The ADA Hawaii Office
 is also available for any questions at (808) 947-5979.
 
Mahalo for your time!
 
Andy Kaufman
99-380 Hakina St Aiea HI 96701
 
Andy Kaufman, ASLA, MLA, Ph.D.
Associate. Prof../Landscape Specialist
Dept.Tropical Plant and Soil Sciences 
College of Tropical Ag & Human Resources
University of Hawaii at Manoa
3190 Maile Way, Room #102
Honolulu, HI 96822-2279, USA
(808)  956-7958
kaufmana@hawaii.edu
http://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/kaufmana/
 
 
Only Design Can Rebuild A World That Will Be Healthy For Both People And Nature;
The Function Of Design IsTo Work Out The Relationships,
And Resolve The Contradictions, Between Ecology
And Culture… -Garrett Eckbo
 
Have A Great Day!
 

mailto:KaufmanA@ctahr.hawaii.edu
mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
x-apple-data-detectors://0/0
tel:(808)%C2%A0%20956-7958
mailto:kaufmana@hawaii.edu
http://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/kaufmana/


Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.
This email message is intended only for the addressee(s) and contains information which may be
 confidential. If you are not the intended recipient please do not read, save, forward, disclose, or copy
 the contents of this email. If this email has been sent to you in error, please delete this email and any
 copies or links to this email completely and immediately from your system and notify the sender
 immediately.
 



From: Christina DeRamos
To: CPH Testimony
Subject: Testimony In Support of SB2975
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2016 9:55:43 AM

Dear Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker and Senator Michelle N. Kidani
Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health
Hawaii State Capitol
 
I write in support of SB2975 which clarifies the accommodations available to protect and keep
 our keiki with diabetes medically safe at school; allowing DOE employees to volunteer to
 administer or assist a student with blood glucose monitoring. 
 
Further, many school employees are being told they are unable to volunteer due to liability
 concerns. This position appears to stem from a perception that certain activities that are
 normally associated with routine assistance to students with diabetes are not covered by
 Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) §302A-1164. While the language of that statute was never
 intended to be construed so strictly, SB2975 seeks to eliminate any such ambiguity by
 amending the statutory language to specially include those actions. Doing so will ensure that
 volunteers who provide diabetes care or assistance will be fully protected from liability under
 HRS §302A-1164(h).
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me. The ADA Hawaii Office is also
 available for any questions at (808) 947-5979.
 
Mahalo for your time!
 
 
Christina DeRamos
94–383 Punono St
Mililani HI 96789
Sent from Chrissy D's iPhone
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From: Ellie Ventula-Honda
To: CPH Testimony
Subject: Testimony in Support of SB2975
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2016 9:53:58 AM
Importance: High

Dear Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker and Senator Michelle N. Kidani
Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health
Hawaii State Capitol
 
I write in support of SB2975 which clarifies the accommodations available to protect and keep our keiki
 with diabetes medically safe at school; allowing DOE employees to volunteer to administer or assist a
 student with blood glucose monitoring.
 
Further, many school employees are being told they are unable to volunteer due to liability concerns. This
 position appears to stem from a perception that certain activities that are normally associated with routine
 assistance to students with diabetes are not covered by Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) §302A-1164.
 While the language of that statute was never intended to be construed so strictly, SB2975 seeks to
 eliminate any such ambiguity by amending the statutory language to specially include those actions.
 Doing so will ensure that volunteers who provide diabetes care or assistance will be fully protected from
 liability under HRS §302A-1164(h).
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me. The ADA Hawaii Office is also available for
 any questions at (808) 947-5979.
 
Mahalo for your time!
 
 
Ellie Ventula-Honda
900 Fort Street Mall, Suite 940
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Phone: (808) 947-5979 ext. 7044
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: CPH Testimony
Cc: KATHY@NAVATEKLTD.COM
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB2975 on Feb 26, 2016 10:30AM
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2016 11:15:29 AM

SB2975
Submitted on: 2/25/2016
Testimony for CPH on Feb 26, 2016 10:30AM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

KATHY LOUI-YASUI Individual Support No

Comments: AS A MOTHER OF A DIABETIC DAUGHTER WHO HAS HAD TO GIVE
 HERSELF 6 SHOTS A DAY, I STRONGLY SUPPORT THIS BILL.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:CPHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:KATHY@NAVATEKLTD.COM


From: Kevin Yoshikawa
To: CPH Testimony
Cc: Ellie Ventula-Honda; Kevin Yoshikawa
Subject: SB2975
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2016 10:57:22 AM

 
Dear Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker and Senator Michelle N. Kidani
Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health
Hawaii State Capitol
 
I write in support of SB2975 which clarifies the accommodations available to protect and keep
 our keiki with diabetes medically safe at school; allowing DOE employees to volunteer to
 administer or assist a student with blood glucose monitoring. 
 
Further, many school employees are being told they are unable to volunteer due to liability
 concerns. This position appears to stem from a perception that certain activities that are
 normally associated with routine assistance to students with diabetes are not covered by
 Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) §302A-1164. While the language of that statute was never
 intended to be construed so strictly, SB2975 seeks to eliminate any such ambiguity by
 amending the statutory language to specially include those actions. Doing so will ensure that
 volunteers who provide diabetes care or assistance will be fully protected from liability under
 HRS §302A-1164(h).
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me. The ADA Hawaii Office is also
 available for any questions at (808) 947-5979.
 
Mahalo for your time!
 
 Kevin M Yoshikawa

3622 Keaolele Place 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96816
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:pokerbuilt@yahoo.com
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From: Sarah Afong
To: CPH Testimony
Cc: Ellie Ventula-Honda
Subject: SB2975
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2016 10:55:22 AM

To whom it may concern,
My name is Sarah Afong and I am a graduation student at the University of Hawaii at Manoa.
 My three year old daughter has type 1 diabetes. I had such difficulty finding a school that had
 staff and/were willing to administer her insulin. The University at Manoa Child Center, which
 she attends, was the only school willing to have ADA staff come and train her preschool
 teachers. This was before the passage of the bill that requires public schools to Get training
 for students with diabetes. My child deserves to have people on staff, at any school she may
 go to, who can assist me in caring for her. I am in favor of this bill SB2975. 

Mahalo for your kokua,
Sarah Afong
Masters Candidate at the Department of Urban and Regional Planning
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