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Committee on Ways and Means  

 
February 27, 2015, 9:00 AM, Room 211 

     SB 287, SD1, Relating to Elections 
 

Brad Clark, Legislative Committee, League of Women Voters of Hawaii 
 
 
Chair Tokuda, Vice-Chair Kouchi, and Committee Members: 
 
The League of Women Voters of Hawai`i supports the implementation of an all vote by mail system in this 
state. However, we have serious concerns about some amendments made to SB 287 by the Judiciary 
Committee.   

We support a phased in implementation schedule for vote-by-mail in Hawai`i. The office of elections has 
suggested a phased in approach which would implement a vote-by-mail system in Kaua`i County in 2016, 
Hawai`i and Maui Counties in 2018 and full statewide implementation in 2018. The League of Women 
Voters supports this approach. Amendments to SB 287 would require that the entire state change to vote-
by-mail in 2018. We are concerned that this schedule would not provide sufficient time for the office of 
elections and county clerks to successfully implement this change.  

The League of Women voters strongly opposes any effort to eliminate late voter registration as enacted in 
Act 166 in 2014. SB 287, S.D. 1 would repeal late registration. We believe that late registration could 
efficiently be handled by the voter service centers established by this bill.  We do not believe that providing 
voter registration at voter service centers will increase cost as each service center will be staffed with 
trained election officials who can process registration affidavit forms and issue ballots to late registrants. 
Late and Election Day registration were enacted to help increase participation in elections. The League of 
Women Voters believes that any attempt to eliminate late registration is a step backwards. 

We are in full support of implementation of a vote-by-mail system but must bring the above issues to your 
attention. Our members are experienced trusted volunteers in election and voting operations and we stand 
ready to assist the state and counties in the implementation of this important change to elections in 
Hawai`i. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  
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Senate Ways and Means Committee 

Chair Jill Tokuda, Vice Chair Ronald Kouchi 
 

Friday 02/27/2015 at 9:00 AM in Room 211 
SB287 SD1 Relating to Elections 

  
TESTIMONY — OPPOSITION 

Carmille Lim, Executive Director, Common Cause Hawaii 
 

 
Dear Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Kouchi and members of the Committee: 
  
Common Cause Hawaii opposes SB287 SD1, which would require the Office of Elections to implement 

a system of elections by mail, but also repeal late voter registration (Election Day Registration).  

 

Common Cause Hawaii strongly believes that a Vote-by-Mail (VBM) system can co-exist with Election 

Day Voter Registration. Further, we believe that the strongest type of Vote-by-Mail system includes 

Election Day Registration. The previous Committee has explained that the Senate’s intent for VBM is to 

encourage early registration and early voting, and used this as justification to repeal EDR. 

 

However. Doing this will inadvertently reduce voter access. 

 

Culturally, there is a saying called “Hawaiian Time”. It’s common knowledge that in Hawaii, many people 

procrastinate. While it may be ideal to encourage people to register to vote and vote early, this is an 

unrealistic expectation. 

 

To encourage maximum voter participation, we must preserve Election Day Registration. EDR is the 

failsafe to “catch” any final eligible voters who want to participate in our elections — particularly those who 

have moved and need to update their voting address so that they may vote in the new precinct they live 

in. These people tend to be already particularly engaged with our electoral process, and it would be 

detrimental to intentionally exclude them in the electoral process. 

 

In the past, Common Cause Hawaii has supported a VBM system for its potential cost-savings reasons. 

Currently, the Office of Elections is running an expensive “hybrid” model in which half of the elections are 

conducted via absentee ballot, and the other half is conducted via in-person polling places. Considering 

factors such as staffing needs (including part time staff and paid Election Day “volunteers”) and renting 

various facilities to use as polling places, expenses for the current system is large and can be scaled 

back, and is addressed through transitioning to a VBM system. 

 

While VBM may make it more convenient to cast a vote, there is no conclusive evidence that VBM alone 

will encourage or increase voter turnout. An increase in voter turnout is attributed to EDR, which is the 

main reason why Common Cause Hawaii firmly believes we must have an election system where VBM 

and EDR co-exist. Further, implementing such a model will propel Hawaii to become one of the “model 

states” when it comes to voting modernization.  

  

For these reasons, Common Cause Hawaii cannot support a VBM bill that will repeal EDR. We ask 

the Committee to include EDR in this VBM bill.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB287 SD1. 
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Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please 
email webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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