SB2 766

Testimony

Measure Title: RELATING TO MILITARY IN THE ARTS.

Report Title: Appropriation; Foundation on Culture and the Arts; Military
Members; Veterans ($)

Description: Appropriates moneys for the state foundation on culture
and the arts to establish an arts in the military program.

Companion: HB2741
Package: None

Current Referral: HEA, WAM
Introducer(s): TANIGUCHI



HAWAI
STATE FOUNDATION on
CULTURE and the ARTS

CELEERAT(NGSO YEARS

No. 1 Capitol District
Building

250 South Hotel Street
Second Floor
Honolulu, Hi 96813

Governor
David Y. Ige

Comptroller
Douglas Murdock

Chairperson
Patricia Hamamoto

Commissioners

Jane Clement

Joel Guy

Patricia Hamamoto
Noelle Kahanu

Michael Moore

Dean Sakamoto

Karen Tiller Polivka
Sherman Warner

Eva R. Washbum-Repollo

Executive Director
Jonathan Johnson

Telephone
808.586.0300

Fax
808.586.0308

Website
www.hawaii.gov/sfca

S. B. 2766
RELATING TO MILITARY IN THE ARTS

Chair Taniguchi and members of the Committee, | am Jonathan Johnson,
Executive Director of the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts {SFCA), and | am

grateful for the opportunity to testify on S.B 2766. The SFCA SUPPORTS this bill.

The arts have proven to be an effective tool in support of veterans, active duty
military and their dependents.; Engaging in the arts bolsters the resilience and
accelerates the ability of military personnel to heal and carry out their commitment to
serve our nation. The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the Department of
Defense recognize this and have a Military Healing Arts Partnership that supports music,
writing, and visual arts therapy at military care facilities Walter Reed Hospital and the
Fort Belvoir Community Hospital in Virginia. The 2015 Federal Budget Bill included
language encouraging states to support military and the arts programming on the state
level which this legislation does. With the significant number of veterans, service
members and their dependents in Hawaii, such programming would be appropriate.
Federal grant funding to states, requiring a one to one match, is available for arts in the

military initiatives.

Through this initiative, organizations sponsoring programs in the arts, culture
and the humanities, could open their programmatic focus to include all branches of the
military. Funding would be available by applying for support through the SFCA Biennium
Grants Program in the areas of Arts Education, Heritage and Preservation, Community

Arts, Visual and Performing Arts.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter.

1. National Initiative for Arts & Health in the Military Arts, “Arts, Health and Well-Being
Across the Military Continuum,” Americans for the Arts



Chamber.s Commerce HAWAI|

The Voice of Business

~'

Testimony to the Senate Committee on Higher Education and the Arts
Tuesday, February 16, 2015 at 1:30 P.M.
Conference Room 224, State Capitol

RE: SENATEBILL 2766 RELATING TO MILITARY IN THE ARTS

Chair Taniguchi and Members of the Committee:

My name is Kamakana Kaimuloa, and | am the Vice President of Military Affairs
at The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii (The Chamber). | am here to state that The
Chamber supports SB 2766, which appropriates funds to the State Foundation on
Culture and the Arts to establish an arts in the military program.

In recognizing how critical the U.S. military presence is to Hawaii’'s economy, the
Chamber officially established a military affairs department in 1985. For 31 years the
Chamber, through its Military Affairs Council (MAC), has served as the State’s liaison in
matters relating to the military and has been steadfast in working to protect and
preserve the military’s presence in Hawaii, promote public awareness and
understanding of issues challenging the military locally and nationally, and serve as the
advocate for military and their families.

Through its efforts, the MAC supports many initiatives that encourage
partnerships between community organizations and the military. This legislation has the
potential to create a unique partnership opportunity that few have even considered.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

1132 Bishop Street, Suite 2105 e Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 e Phone: (808) 545-4300 e Facsimile: (808) 545-4369



STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL 2766, RELATING TO MILITARY IN THE ARTS

PRESENTATION TO THE
COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND THE ARTS

BY
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Good afternoon Chair Taniguchi, and members of the Committee:

I’'m Ron Han, Director of the State Office of Veterans Services. | appreciate this
opportunity to provide written testimony in support of Senate Bill 2766 as long as its
implementation does not impact or replace the priorities set forth in the Executive
Budget.

This bill requests that an appropriation of funds be used to fund the State foundation on
culture and the arts in the military program. Expanding this program will offer additional
resources to returning veterans and their families as they transition back to civilian life.

Thank you for this opportunity to offer my comments.
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Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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