








 

DATE: March 2, 2015 

TO:      The Honorable Jill Tokuda, Chair 
The Honorable Ronald Kouchi, Vice Chair  
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

FROM: Adriana Ramelli, Executive Director 
The Sex Abuse Treatment Center 

RE:  Testimony Supporting the Intent of S.B. 275, S.D. 1 
Relating to Sexual Assault 

I would like to thank the Committee for this opportunity to provide testimony on behalf 
of The Sex Abuse Treatment Center (SATC), a program of Kapi‘olani Medical Center 
for Women & Children (KMCWC), supporting the intent of Senate Bill 275, Senate 
Draft 1 (S.B. 275, S.D.1).  We further respectfully request your consideration of our 
additional comments concerning this measure. 

S.B. 275, S.D.1, as currently drafted, would mandate the creation of a statewide 
sexual assault response system and of sexual assault response teams in each county.  
In addition, it would establish statewide protocols for examining victims of sexual 
assault, including time frames for to the collection, submittal, and analysis of forensic 
medical exam (FME) evidence. 

The SATC is actively involved with programs to address sexual assault in the State of 
Hawai‘i.  In Hawai‘i, statewide sexual assault treatment, prevention and education 
services are delivered by a network of sexual assault centers across the islands 
through a Master Contract between the Department of the Attorney General (the AG) 
and KMCWC/SATC.  The SATC administers this network by providing technical 
assistance in the form of fiscal and program oversight, planning and consultation.   

Additionally, the SATC has coordinated the Hawai‘i Sexual Assault Response and 
Training (HSART) program for many years.  The HSART program was a statewide 
consultative partnership between the AG, prosecutors’ offices, police departments, 
sexual assault centers, medical/forensic examiners, and the Honolulu Police 
Department crime lab, which served to coordinate and standardize the handling of 
sexual assault medical-legal cases statewide. 

While the SATC supports the intent of S.B. 275, S.D. 1, insofar as it supports the 
ongoing existence of a statewide program for a medical-legal response to sexual 
assault, we do have some concerns regarding this bill’s specific mandates with regard 
to the form it would require that program to take. 
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Hawai‘i had a successful statewide sexual assault response and training program, 
HSART, for many years.  Although HSART was, unfortunately, disbanded in 2014 due 
to a lack of dedicated funding, it historically fulfilled the goals of the statewide response 
system proposed by S.B. 275, S.D.1.  In particular, HSART promulgated multi-
disciplinary best practice standards across the islands, resulting in consistent medical-
legal responses statewide, and ensured that ongoing communication and sharing of 
best practices occurred between stakeholder entities. 

Therefore, we would support the following amendments to S.B. 275, S.D.1: 

- We believe that S.B. 275, S.D. 1 should be amended to re-establish the HSART 
program through the procurement of services and administrative oversight by the 
Department of the Attorney General, as a statewide collaborative partnership for 
the delivery of a statewide medical-legal response.   

- We recommend that S.B. 275, S.D. 1 allocate funds annually in the amount of 
$132,000 for the re-established HSART program, based on the program’s historic 
cost.  This covers one full-time HSART coordinator and the program’s operational 
expenses, including sexual assault evidence collection kits for the Counties of 
Kauai, Maui and Hawaii Island. 

- We would further support removing language from S.B. 275, S.D. 1, which would 
mandate the creation of, and funds for, county-level sexual assault response 
teams. 

Furthermore, while SATC also agrees with the intent of S.B. 275, S.D. 1, to the extent 
that it would support standard protocols for examining victims of sexual assault and 
handling forensic medical exam evidence, we would like to share our thoughts about 
the specific standards that this bill specifically mandates. 

- We believe that the references in S.B. 275, S.D. 1 to evidence disclosure and 
written consent, in a new Haw. Rev. Stat. Sec. “321-”, should be removed from the 
measure.  These provisions, as written, are not consistent with best practices for 
the handling of sexual assault forensic evidence and confuse the roles of various 
persons and entities involved in the medical-legal response.  These provisions 
would also allow for employees of child welfare services, outside of the context of 
legal custody of child victims, and police officers to provide consent for the release 
of sexual assault forensic evidence and test results, irrespective of the survivor’s 
choice.  This is a significant violation of the survivor’s privacy, which is protected by 
standards for obtaining written consent currently implemented in the State of 
Hawai‘i, and would disempower the survivor. 

- If the legislature is interested in the testing of all sexual assault forensic evidence 
collection kits, we would recommend inclusion of a funding provision for related 
expenses that would be incurred by the Honolulu Police Department crime lab. 

  
The SATC sincerely appreciates your consideration of these comments about S.B. 
275, S.D. 1, and we respectfully request that the committee support the intent of this 
measure while making appropriate and necessary substantive amendments to it in 
order to address the concerns cited above.
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Comments: Senators, I stand in STRONG SUPPORT of this legislation. As a women's 
health Nurse Practitioner, I see the women who experience sexual assault. The ability 
of the legal system to successfully prosecute cases is hampered by the lack of 
education and training of providers as well as resources for education in law 
enforcement agencies. The result of the lack of education is the risk for re-victimization 
and victim-blaming by members of the "support services" providers (medical, nursing 
law enforcement and legal services). As noted, 27 States have enacted similar 
legislation. Please do not allow Hawaii to be one of the last States to enact such 
important legislation. I urge you to support this Bill for the sake of women in the State. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please 
email webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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