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kobayashi2-Lynda

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2015 4:25 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: diane.ragone@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB269 on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM*

Categories: duplicate

SB269
Submitted on: 3/13/2015
Testimony for HUS on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Diane Ragone Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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kobayashi2-Lynda

From: Kahana Ho <kahanakitty@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2015 12:39 PM
To: HUStestimony
Subject: STRON SUPPORT for SB269 SD2

Aloha mai, Chair Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair Bert Kobayashi, and the esteemed members of
the House Committee on Human Servioes:

As a life-long resident of Hawai‘i, I am writing to express my STRONG SUPPORT of SB 269
SD2  "Relating to Public Order", which "Establishes the process and grounds for a person to
petition the court to vacate a conviction for obstructing or occupying a public space on
grounds that the person was homeless at the time of committing the offense."

Having worked in social services as early as 1989 through the the early 2000ʻs, I have
witnessed the profound effects of houselessness and lack of domicile on individuals, families,
and most tragically, youth.

Once one becomes undomiciled, one has to take shelter whenever and wherever one can find
it.  This is a matter of simply surviving, of staying alive.  However, laws, ordinances, rules,
and regulations are promulgated which criminalize the basic activities of living, including
simply being in a space, that would not be criminal if they were occurring in a legal
domicile.  Housless, or otherwise undomiciled persons have few, if any options as to where to
"be" without being criminalized, for the simple fact of being houseless.

With a record of a criminal conviction, one encounters significant obstacles to obtaining
employment and housing, the very things one needs to escape the condition of houselessness.,
and thus, being houseless becomes a "Catch-22" situation, if only for the existence of a
criminal conviction related to being houseless.

SB 269 SD2 offers a reasonable way of providing undomiciled persons a means to clear their
record of a conviction of an act that is inescapably the outcome of being houseless..

Therefore, I respectfully request that the members of the House Committee on Human
Services vote in support of SB 269 SD2.

Me ke aloha pūmehana,
Ms.  Kahana Ho

Sent from kat's iPhone
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kobayashi2-Lynda

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2015 1:56 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: patriciablair@msn.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB269 on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM*

SB269
Submitted on: 3/13/2015
Testimony for HUS on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Patricia Blair Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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kobayashi2-Lynda

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 9:41 AM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: lynneronderko@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB269 on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM*

Categories: duplicate

SB269
Submitted on: 3/16/2015
Testimony for HUS on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Lynn Onderko Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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kobayashi2-Lynda

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 2:00 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: patriciablair@msn.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB269 on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM*

Categories: duplicate

SB269
Submitted on: 3/17/2015
Testimony for HUS on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Patricia Blair Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Criminalization of the homeless is a human rights violation recognized by the United Nations. The UN
has called upon the United States to repeal laws criminalizing homelessness:
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2012/04/united-states-urged-to-repeal-lawscriminalizing-
homelessness/

I strongly support SB269 which establishes a process to petition the court to vacate a conviction for
obstructing a public place on grounds that the person was homeless at the time.
The Pacific Alliance to Stop Slavery (PASS) has been helping the houseless population in Kakaako for the
past year and recently becoming aware of the deplorable situation, I have joined in to support these
families with small children who live in tents there.  The existing laws that are used to “sweep” the
sidewalks and parks of homeless persons are extremely harmful to this vulnerable community.

These City-run sweeps or “raids” on families in homeless encampments cause:
 1) Houseless persons losing their jobs as they miss work to tend to their belongings during raids;

2)  Difficulty for social services providers to maintain contact with the houseless and to direct them
toward permanent housing and medical services;

3)  Confiscation and unconstitutional disposal of identification and important documents such as Social
Security cards, birth certificates, and marriage licenses, all of which are documents needed to obtain
and  maintain benefits, housing, housing first, employment and medication for serious medical
conditions;

4) Relegating the victims of these raids to prolonged poverty since raids are responsible for the
confiscation of all property belonging to the houseless person involved.

Also within the overall homeless community are juveniles at high risk for human trafficking. These
children deserve basic rights, services, and care, not criminalization.

Criminalization in no way resolves the homelessness issue but makes the problem even worse.  Criminal
convictions result in the inability to obtain employment, housing and necessary services.

Finally, criminalizing the homeless has proved massively ineffective in other places (San Francisco, Los
Angeles, South Carolina, Massachusetts, Florida, etc.) as well as in Honolulu, and only succeeds in
wasting taxpayer dollars.  Once the “offenders” have served their time, they go back to the streets and
sidewalks and the State and City will have accomplished nothing. The only thing these policies do is
make it even harder for homeless persons to exit out of poverty since they will then have an additional
hardship: a criminal record see:
http://www.kitv.com/news/hawaii/sidewalk-nuisance-law-has-done-little-to-clear-clutter/21507216
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From: Andrea Anixt <andreapeatmoss@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 8:28 AM
To: HUStestimony
Subject: SB269SD2 Testimony: I support the passage of this Bill.

Categories: duplicate

Please pass this Bill. There is an obvious downside to poverty on many levels, but is being  'criminals' forever
and further locked into their record right? It only makes their ability to be self-supporting less likely ever.
Mahalo,

Andrea Claire Anixt
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 10:04 AM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: dave.mulinix@juno.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB269 on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM

SB269
Submitted on: 3/18/2015
Testimony for HUS on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
David Mulinix Individual Support No

Comments: Aloha, My name is David Mulinix for several years I served as the first Executive Director
of Hawai'i Habitat for Humanity and built many houses for the Houseless on Oahu. For the past four
years I and a group of friends have been feeding the Houseless every Sunday at Thomas Square
Park. And for the past three weekends I have volunteered to help the University of Hawai'i conduct a
survey of the needs of the Houseless at Kaka'ako Gateway Park and A'ala Park. I've worked with and
intimately know folks who are Houseless and I am very familiar with their needs and situations. I am
writing asking you to vote in support of SB269 SD2 to Vacate Convictions of the Houseless. This law
is needed because the City and County of Honolulu has passed a series of laws that are crim inalizing
the poor just because they are Houseless and living on the street. The City by their lack of providing
adequate resources and facilities for our Houseless community is making it inevitable that just
because they are poor and living on the street they will be made into criminals. For example the City
is not providing an adequate number of public restrooms and through their recent laws have closed
public restrooms overnight. When a Houseless person tries to fulfill a basic function like using the
only restroom available to them they can get a ticket because the City closed it at night to prevent the
Houseless from using it. These tickets include fines that the Houseless cannot afford to pay. Not
paying a ticket will inevitably land them in jail for nonpayment of a fine. Once in jail their simple act of
using a restroom has now made them into criminal and while in jail they can miss work and loose
their job, driving them deeper into poverty. SB269 simply vacates the conviction of these petty
misdemeanors that the Houseless can get just because they are living on the street and need to fulfill
basic functions. Please vote for SB269 and help decriminalize the actions of those who had no intent
to break the law but just by living their living on the street their actions made it inevitable that they
would be charged with a crime. Mahalo Nui Loa for your kind attention, Malama Pono, David Ray
Mulinix Ahuimanu, 96744

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 12:01 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: duanedgs@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB269 on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM

SB269
Submitted on: 3/18/2015
Testimony for HUS on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Duane Sosa Individual Support No

Comments: Aloha!!! My name is Duane Sosa. I am humbly testifying in SUPPORT of SB 269. Mahalo

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 11:33 AM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: kahanakitty@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB269 on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM

SB269
Submitted on: 3/18/2015
Testimony for HUS on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Kahana Ho Individual Comments Only No

Comments: Aloha mai, Chair Morikawa, Vice-Chair Kobayashi, and the esteemed members of the
House Committee on Human Services: While I have already submitted testimony in support of SB269
SD2, in light of the deferral of SB1014, I wish to urgently request your compassion and support for
some of the most disadvantaged and disenfranchised members of Hawai‘iʻs society, and ask once
again most respectfully that you pass SB269 SD2, RELATING TO PUBLIC ORDER, which
establishes the process and grounds for a person to petition the court to vacate a conviction for
obstructing or occupying a public place on grounds that the person was homeless at the time of
committing the offense. This would help so many of the houseless community break out of the
institutionalized barriers to moving to a more stable condition of human existence. Mahalo for your
consideration of this request for your support of SB269 SD2. Aloha pūmehana, Kahana Ho Honolulu,
Hawai‘i

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY

DAVID Y. IGE
GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

P.O. Box 339
Honolulu, Hawaii  96809-0339

RACHAEL WONG, DrPH
DIRECTOR

PANKAJ BHANOT
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

COLIN KIPPEN
Chair of the Hawaii Interagency Council on Homelessness

State Coordinator on Homelessness
Telephone 808 586-0974

March 18, 2015

MEMORANDUM

TO:  The Honorable Dee Morikawa, Chair
  House Committee on Human Services

FROM: Colin Kippen, Chair of the Hawaii Interagency Council on
Homelessness, State Coordinator on Homelessness

SUBJECT:  S.B. 269 SD 2  RELATING TO PUBLIC ORDER

   Hearing: Thursday, March 19, 2015; 8:45 a.m.
     Conference Room 329; State Capitol

PURPOSE: S.B. 269 SD 2 establishes the process and grounds for a person to

petition the court to vacate a conviction for obstructing a public place on grounds that

the person was homeless at the time of committing the offense.

POSITION: I support this bill with comments.

The proffered legislation enables a person who was homeless at the time of

committing an offense of sitting or lying on a public sidewalk or obstructing or

occupying a public place to vacate that judgment if they establish they were homeless,
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AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY

by a preponderance of the evidence.   It is similar in purpose to legislation passed and

signed into law as Act 216 in 2012 relating to the vacation of prostitution convictions.

If this bill becomes law, we can reasonably assume that the individuals who

would petition for the vacation of their convictions on the grounds specified would be

individuals who would otherwise have a clean record but-for these convictions, and

who would also meet the requirement of being homeless at the time they were cited.  It

will enable a person who was homeless at the time of committing the offense to vacate

a conviction predicated on the fact that they had nowhere else to live and were destitute

and living homeless on public sidewalks or public places.  It would remove the stain of

a criminal conviction that could otherwise become a barrier to accessing employment,

housing, and the other amenities of life.  It acknowledges that the repercussions of the

original prosecution and conviction may make it more difficult for a homeless person

to move from the streets to become a self-sufficient and productive member of society,

especially if that progress is impeded by a lasting criminal conviction predicated on the

fact that they were impoverished and homeless.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



Kris Coffield                                                              (808) 679-7454                                                 imuaalliance@gmail.com
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Kris Coffield                                                              (808) 679-7454                                                 imuaalliance@gmail.com



Kris Coffield                                                              (808) 679-7454                                                 imuaalliance@gmail.com



HAWAII YOUTH SERVICES NETWORK
677 Ala Moana Boulevard, Suite 702     Honolulu, Hawaii   96813

Phone: (808) 531-2198     Fax: (808) 534-1199
Web site: http://www.hysn.org     E-mail: info@hysn.org

Daryl Selman, President

Judith F. Clark, Executive Director

Aloha House

American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii

Bay Clinic, Inc.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Honolulu

Big Island Substance Abuse Council

Blueprint for Change

Bobby Benson Center

Catholic Charities Hawaii

Child and Family Service

Coalition for a Drug Free Hawaii

Courage House Hawaii

Domestic Violence Action Center

EPIC, Inc.

Family Programs Hawaii

Family Support Hawaii

Hale Kipa, Inc.

Hale 'Opio Kauai, Inc.

Hawaii Behavioral Health

Hawaii Student Television

Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies Coalition

Hina Mauka Teen Care

Hui Malama Learning Center

Kaanalike

Kahi Mohala Behavioral Health

KEY (Kualoa-Heeia Ecumenical Youth)

    Project

Kids Hurt Too

Kokua Kalihi Valley

Life Foundation

Marimed Foundation

Maui Youth and Family Services

Palama Settlement

P.A.R.E.N.T.S., Inc.

Parents and Children Together (PACT)

Planned Parenthood of Hawaii

REAL

Salvation Army Family Intervention Srvs.

Salvation Army Family Treatment Srvs.

Sex Abuse Treatment Center

Susannah Wesley Community Center

The Catalyst Group

The Children’s Alliance of Hawaii

Waikiki Health Center

Women Helping Women

YWCA of Kauai

March 19, 2015
xx

To: Representative Dee Morikawa
 And members of the Committee on Human Services

Testimony on SB 269 Relating to Public Order

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of youth-
serving agencies, supports the intent of SB 269 Relating to Public Order.

HYSN is concerned about the impact of recently passed laws regarding use
of sidewalks on runaway and homeless youth as well as homeless adults and
families on Oahu. Each year, youth outreach workers encounter more than
800 unaccompanied homeless youth  (not living with their families) ages 12
– 21 on the streets of Oahu, the bulk of them in the Waikiki area.

We support the idea of vacating convictions for sitting or lying on the
sidewalk or storing belongings there. A criminal record creates barriers for
young people in obtaining employment, housing, or college financial aid.
Homeless youth face enough challenges in getting off the streets without
adding involvement with the criminal justice system to their issues.

HYSN is concerned however, that this bill does not address some of the more
immediate consequences of enforcement of the sidewalk laws.  We have had
reports from outreach workers about overzealous enforcement that has
resulted in some youth losing identification and essential medications.

Outreach workers have reported that when police encounter these youth
sitting on a Waikiki sidewalk, they enforce the sit/lie sidewalk ordinance and
require the youth to leave the area. If the homeless youth’s backpack or other
possessions are on the sidewalk next to them and the youth is not physically
holding them at the time the police officer approaches, they are told not to
touch it and their possessions are confiscated.  Homeless youth do not have
the resources to pay the $200 fine in order to claim their belongings.
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HYSN page 2

The Honolulu Police Department has informed us that their practice is to photograph and
inventory the possessions and then return identification and medications to the individual.
Runaway and homeless youth are afraid of involvement with law enforcement and may not
wait while the police complete the inventory.  They do not understand that they may be able
to reclaim the ID and medicines, and think that they will be arrested if they do not leave the
area immediately.

Losing identification makes it difficult to help these youth enroll in school or obtain
employment.  Losing essential medication for conditions such as diabetes or epilepsy could
be life threatening.

HYSN encourages the Hawaii Legislature to address these concerns.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Judith F. Clark
Executive Director
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kobayashi2-Lynda

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 7:02 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: kmurray.testimony@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB269 on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM

SB269
Submitted on: 3/18/2015
Testimony for HUS on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Karen Murray Individual Support No

Comments: I fully support SB269 and hope that you pass it. The slew of bills that were passed, we all
knew were aimed at criminalizing the homeless. Please do not support the industry being built upon
homelessness. Instead support public housing and low-income housing not being sold to transient
military who have housing subsidies.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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kobayashi2-Lynda

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 2:08 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: stevensk013@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB269 on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM

SB269
Submitted on: 3/18/2015
Testimony for HUS on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
kathleen ak stevens Individual Support No

Comments: All data tell us that criminalizing the most vulnerable only makes matters worse.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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kobayashi2-Lynda

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 8:17 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: davidsher@juno.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB269 on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM

SB269
Submitted on: 3/18/2015
Testimony for HUS on Mar 19, 2015 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Sherry Pollack Individual Support No

Comments: I strongly support SB269 which vacates convictions for sitting or lying on the sidewalk or
storing belongings there. As a result of recent laws passed by the City of Honolulu, the poor and
homeless have been targeted for harassment. These individuals and families are regularly having
their essentials confiscated, including identification, medication, food, and bedding. There are not
enough shelter beds to accommodate, there is a many-year long waiting list for housing. So in the
mean time, these individuals have no option but to live on the street, but face fines and a criminal
record for doing so. A criminal record creates barriers for obtaining employment, housing, or college
financial aid, all things that could help them move out of their poverty. Homeles s families face enough
challenges in getting off the streets without adding criminal records to their problems. I was deeply
disappointed when this committee recently chose to defer the Houseless Bill of Rights. Consequently,
until something can be done to stop the unjust laws the City is enforcing, your full support and
passage of this bill, to vacate a record for petty crimes of poverty, is now even more crucially needed.
I urge you to do what is pono and pass this bill. Sincerely, Sherry Pollack Ahuimanu

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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