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Committee: House Education

Department: Education
Person Testifying: Kathryn S. Matayoshi, Superintendent of Education
Title of Bill: SB 2426 RELATING TO STUDENT MEALS.

Purpose of Bill: Prohibits denying a student a meal for the first: (1) thirty days of a
semester while the student's application for free or reduced lunch is
being processed; or (2) week the student's meal fund balance is zero or
negative. Authorizes DOE to adopt rules or policies on the collection of
funds for negative student meal balances.

Department's Position:

The Department of Education supports the intent and overall concept of SB 2426 as it
includes initiatives supportive of our goals and objectives. However, we are concerned
about the cost implications generated by this proposal.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON Execihpert Holck
EDUCATION

RE: SB 2426 - RELATING TO STUDENT MEALS.

MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2016

COREY ROSENLEE, PRESIDENT

HAWAII STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
Chair Takumi and Members of the Committee:

The Hawaii State Teachers Association supports SB 2426, relating to student
meals, with suggested amendment.

In Hawai'i, food insecurity is one of the most pressing manifestations of overall
socioeconomic inequality. Over 70,000 public school students eat free or reduced-
price meals in our state, though only 40 percent eat school breakfasts. Hawai'i
ranks 47t in school breakfast participation rates among qualifying students.

Congress established the National School Lunch Program, in 1946, and School
Breakfast Program, fully implemented in 1975, to ensure that low-income students
are properly nourished. Yet, many local families struggle to provide nutritious
meals for their children. According the Hawaii Appleseed Center for Law and
Economic Justice, in Hawaii, 15.3 percent of families experience food insecurity,
meaning that “they do not always know how they will afford their next meal.” An
additional 3.9 percent are “very low food secure” families that have significantly
reduced food consumption because of economic hardship.

At the same time, 47 percent of all public school students qualify for the
Department of Education's free and reduced lunch program, a number that his risen
by 20 percent since 2007 because of economic decline and cost of living increases.
Low-income students are, again, less likely to receive adequate meals at home,
leaving them without the calories necessary to perform basic academic tasks. Cases
of chronic hunger can lead to achievement gaps, concentration loss, illness,
increased absenteeism, behavioral problems, depression, and misdiagnosed learning



disabilities. Thus, providing a decent meal for our impoverished children—or in this
case, ensuring that those meals aren't unnecessarily taken away—is a moral and
educational imperative.

Additionally, we urge the committee to mandate that schools provide lunches to
students on field trips who receive free lunch, and may otherwise go hungry because
of inadequate home resources. We appreciate consideration of the following
language to enact our requested amendment: "During school field trips that
include time for lunch, meals shall be provided to any student receiving a
free or reduced lunch.”

Hungry students cannot focus. To ensure that our students are well-fed and ready
to learn, the Hawaii State Teachers Association asks your committee to support
this bill.
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House’s Committee on Education
Hawaii State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street, Room 309
Honolulu, HI 96813

Hearing: Monday, March 21, 2016 — 2:30 p.m.
RE: SUPPORT for Senate Bill 2426 — RELATING TO STUDENT MEALS
Aloha Chairperson Takumi, Vice Chair Ohno and fellow committee members,

I am writing in SUPPORT to Senate Bill 2426 on behalf of the LGBT Caucus of the Democratic
Party of Hawai‘i. SB 2426 takes some of the needed steps to ensure that our all of our public
students receive a nutritious meal. We wish there were a funding source attached to this bill to
help cover the meals for students that may fall through the cracks.

For far too many of our public students their school meal(s) are the only guaranteed meal(s)
they receive all week. So ensuring that there was a dedicated funding source for the meals for
our students in need is a necessity in the eyes of the Caucus. Without this funding source it
does put these meals in jeopardy, especially for our schools that service our students in the
more economically challenged areas.

We do acknowledge that the bill takes into account the students that have parents or guardians
that take the time to fill out the applications for reduced or free lunches but what about the other
students? Which ones are those you ask, well here are a couple of real life examples:

1) The students with parent(s) that are working 2-3 jobs to keep a roof over their heads and
barely have time to sleep let alone fill-out paperwork.

2) One of 125 homeless students that sleeps on the streets of Honolulu without any
Government or family support.

3) The students that have parents that view asking for assistance as shameful and won't fill
out the needed paperwork.

We live in one of the richest countries on earth and no keiki should go hungry. Please keep in
mind a hungry student cannot learn and therefore making it harder if not impossible for them to
reach their ultimate potential.

The Caucus hopes that you will take these concerns into consideration when making your
decision and passing this much needed bill.

Mahalo nui loa,

Michael Golojuch, Jr.
Chair
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The Twenty-Eighth Legislature
Regular Session of 2016

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
The Honorable Roy M. Takumi, Chair
The Honorable Takashi Ohno, Vice Chair

DATE OF HEARING: Monday, March 21, 2016
TIME OF HEARING: 2:30 p.m.
PLACE OF HEARING: State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street
Conference Room 309

TESTIMONY ON SB2426 RELATING TO STUDENT MEALS

By DAYTON M. NAKANELUA,
State Director of the United Public Workers (UPW),
AFSCME Local 646, AFL-CIO

My name is Dayton M. Nakanelua, State Director of the United Public Workers, AFSCME, Local 646,
and AFL-CIO. The UPW is the exclusive bargaining representative for approximately 12,000 public employees,
which include blue collar, non-supervisory employees in Bargaining Unit 01 and institutional, health and
correctional employees in Bargaining Unit 10, in the State of Hawaii and various counties. The UPW also
represents about 1,500 members of the private sector.

SB2426 provides that no student shall be denied a meal solely for failure to pay: within the first thirty days of a
semester while the student’s application for free or reduced lunch is being processed; or, within one week following a
student’s meal fund account reaching a zero or negative balance.

The UPW strongly supports this measure.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony.



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Saturday, March 19, 2016 2:58 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Cc: joyamarshall0416@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB2426 on Mar 21, 2016 14:30PM*
SB2426

Submitted on: 3/19/2016
Testimony for EDN on Mar 21, 2016 14:30PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese_nt at
Hearing
| Joy Marshall | Individual | Support || No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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