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February 11, 2016

The Honorable Rosatyn H.. Baker Charr .
The. Honorable Michelle. N K:dani, Vice- Charr .
Commrttee on Commerce Consumer Protectlon and Hea|th

The Honorable Grlbert S C Kelth-Agaran Chair
The Honorable Maile S.'L: Shimabukuro, Vrce Charr
Commsttee on Judlcrary and Labor

Twenty-Elghth Legrslature

Regular Sessmn of 201 &

Re: 882391 Relatmg to Health

Dear Chair Baker Chalr Kerth-Agaran Vice-Chalr Kidani, Vlce-Charr Shlmabukuro and
Members '

The Honolulu Emergency Services Department Emergency Medrcal Servrces
Dwrsron (EMS), would like to prowde the foilowrng comments on SB2391.

) Everyday our EMS personnel put themse[ves at nsk whlle treating. patsents with
unknown ilinesses.  The possibility of an-occupational exposure by -needle stick or -
bodily fluids is srgnlﬁcant for our personnel. It is essential to test the source person
- |mmed|ately upon the known exposure for. early lnterventron treatment

The post-exposure prophylaxrs (PEP) medrcatron is taken mnmedrately by the
exposed health care worker for up to four. weeks. The side effects of the medication
are severe and may cause an ‘employee to call i in sick. - The-health care worker may
discontinue taking the PEP-medication once the results return negative. An immediate
resu!t is vztal in determrnlng whether the employee may withdraw the PEP medlcatlon

Frlrng a court order | is also a lengthy process to requ:re medlcal testmg ofa
source patient. It is necessary for an immediate blood draw from the source person to
conduct a test for any commumcable disease. Once the court determlnes a probable
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The Honorable Rosafyn H Baker Chalr ~
The Honorable Gilbert S.C. Kelth-Agaran Charr
February 1, 2016 :
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‘cause for medical testing, it wrl[ be a trme consuming process to track the source
patlent rf posslble as well as exhaustlng resources '
Thank you for a[lowmg EMS to provrde comments on SB2391
N Smcerely,

WS~

lan'T.T. Santee
Deputy Director



