VATE L ATE TESTIMONY

Dear Senator Keith-Agaran,

My name is Andrea Yao and I am a seventh grader at Kawananakoa Middle School.
Our class (AVID) recently read an article about equal pay for both gender and the
wage gap between the female and male genders.

According to the Senate Bill 2313, women in Hawaii earn eighty-six cents for every
one-dollar a man earns. Although the amount is not equal and it won’t be changed
until 2058 if it goes at the current pace. With that being said, poverty rate for
women in Hawaii is twelve percent while men is seven percent. It is almost
considered unfair for women who work the same amount men works and still get
paid less. Women in Hawaii lose at least $1.4 billion because of the wage gap
between women and men.

I of course am a woman itself and later on I would be working on a job. Hopefully by
that time | can get paid equally as much as men do. I do understand you have many
other important events to handle but our class is just informing about the equal pay
since more than half of us are girls. I would be really glad if you happen to read this.
Please inform our class as soon as you can.

Sincerely,

Andrea Yao

Mr. Flatt’s AVID class
Kawananakoa Middle School



LATE i ATE TESTIMONY

Dear Senator Chun-Oakland
Representative Ohno and
Senator Gilbert,

My name is Dana Leong and | am a 7th grader attending Kawananakoa
Middle School. We were discussing about women in Hawaii not getting
paid as much as men for doing the same job.

| read the article from the Honolulu Star Advertiser and | would

like to address that women in Hawaii earn 86 cents for every man's
dollar. This will result in women losing out on $1.4 billion annually
(Gome 1). This wage gap contributes to a higher poverty rate for women
which is 12 percent than men which is 7 percent (Gome 1). Please pass
this bill for women to have the same job as men with equal skill,

effort, and responsibility but still have equal pay.

| feel that it is not fair for women to get paid less

considering that they are doing the same job but are of different
genders. Women have worked equally as hard as men but the $0.14
difference could impact a lot of women. Please consider closing this
gender wage gap and allow both men and women to have equal pay.

Sincerely,
Dana Leong

Mr. Flatt's Avid Class
Kawananakoa
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LATE {ATE TESTIMONY

Dear Senator Gilbert,

The legislation addressing Senate Bill 2313 is of important interest to me because |
am a female student at Kawananakoa Middle School and want a good paying
occupation. This issue directly impacts my future.

I am mainly concerned about the equality of a women’s pay because of what will
happen to the female students now in middle school who want to be more, yet get
nothing in the future. Another detail of this same issue that affect poverty rates are if
a women gets 86 cents for every dollar a man earns, a women losses approximately
1.7 billion dollars annually on the job (Gomes,1).

Although I have read reports and articles of your position and I know you are very
busy, I hope to see that you have taken the time to read and write a letter back. I do
look forward to see your side of your viewpoint.

Thank you for your consideration of my viewpoint on this matter. I believe itis a
paramount issue, and would like to see the legislation pass to ensure effective
educational services for students involved.

I have read this article in the Star Advertiser Newspaper

Sincerely,

LeAnn Oh

Kawananakoa Middle School
Mr.Flatt, H201
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LATE LATE TESTIMONY

2/11/16
Dear Senator Keith-Aragan,

My name is Isabella Chung and | am an eighth grader at Kawananakoa Middie
School. Recently, | heard about Senate Bill 2313 and wanted to let my thoughts about it
be heard. For me personally, this bill is very exciting. As a female Asian, without this bill,
| would only make 73.3 cents while a white male would make a dollar. This frustrates
me because this is one of many things that separates males and females. Especially
since Hawaii is a very diverse place, it just makes sense to make all pay equal,
regardless of gender or ethnicity.

Truth be told, | was never aware that the difference in pay was so high, and that
it varied for different ethnicities. And to some people, a few cents here and there don’t
really mean anything. But they do add up, and the amount of money women lose out on
is quite a lot.

As someone who is big on equality, this bill is really important. | mean, | want to
be able to make the same amount of money as my male co-workers (in the future, of
course). This bill is something that is getting America, no... the world, one step closer to
demolishing the belief that men are greater than women or that certain races are
greater than other races.

By approving this bill, every female in Hawaii would be affected. And hopefully,
this bill could even lead other states and countries to approve similar bills. | may be just
one girl who wants this bill to be approved and is letting you know, but | know for a fact
many of my peers and other hard-working women want this bill to be approved. Quite
frankly, this bill gives me reason to believe that in the hopefully near future, females and
males will be viewed and treated as equals, which we are.

This bill would be life changing. | have a working mom, and this bill would mean
that she would get equal pay as her male co-workers. Now, | don't know if only some
jobs have unequal pay, but for the ones that do, this bill would help all of those families.

There are a lot of working moms out there, and a lot of single working moms out
there. There are also a lot of females who are on their own, or struggling to meet the
rent. This bill could mean the difference between a family going to bed hungry, and a
family going to bed feeling full and satisfied. Especially in Hawaii, since the homeless
population is so large, this bill could potentially reduce the homeless numbers by giving
homeless women a better chance at living.

And although it sounds like I'm writing a huge essay, | promise I'm not. | just want
you to know that for all the females out there in Hawaii, this bill wouid be life-saving.

Sincerely,
Isabella Chung
Prince David Kawananakoa Middie School
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LATE LATE TESTIMONY

Dear legislator(s),

The nineteenth amendment states that women have the rights to vote and get a job like
men. Ifthat is so, why is it that women do not get paid as much as men if they have the same job
and same position. Women can do as much but does not get paid nearly as close. However, they
have the same education and same potential. It should be that they are paid by the quality and
quantity if their work. Wouldn’t you be infuriated if someone get pays a lot more if they do half
as well as you and half the job? Plus the population work force of women increased and males
stay at home more. Females tend to be more responsible, detail oriented and aggressive. Taiwan
just had their first female president and two women had tried to run for the president of the
United States. I suggest thinking of writing laws that make it equal for everyone.

Sincerely,
Justin Wong

Kawananakoa Middle School



LATE ©ATE TESTIMONY

February 11,2016

Re. Senate Bill 2313

Senator Keith-Agaran:

This letter you are reading is to discuss the issue with the wage gap between women and
men. [ think that women with high paying jobs or who have another family member to
support them don’t really need the support of this bill. But it only really significantly
affects single moms.

Single moms have children to take care of and are stressed out. My mom is a single mom
and I often hear her sighing or complaining about her job salary, barely making it to pay
monthly bills. So she went back to school to get a higher paying job. I honestly think
that my mom is stressed out. This also involves other single moms.

Therefore, I believe this bill will definitely help my mom and every struggling mom in
Hawaii.

Sincerely,
Zachary Sam

1526 Kewalo Street #12
Honolulu, HI 96822



Chloe Shimomaye LATE i ATE TESTIMONY

49 Funchal Street
Honolulu, HI 96813
10 February 2016

Senator Gilbert
Hawaii Senate

415 S Beretania St
Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Senator Gilbert,

My name is Chloe Shimomaye and I am writing on behalf of the women of Hawaii. I am a
seventh grader attending Kawananakoa Middle School, where we are currently learning about
equal pay and the gender wage gap. We are extremely concerned and feel that women and men
should be paid equally.

Hawaii needs to close the wage gap between women and men. Currently, women in Hawaii earn
86 cents for every dollar that men earn. Women are being paid less for doing the same work that
requires equal skill, effort and responsibility. Women who have full-time jobs are losing out on
more than $1.4 billion each year, which impacts them and their families. This results in 12% of
women in Hawaii living in poverty. Presently, Senate Bill 2313 is being proposed and aims to
strengthen our State’s law against gender-based pay discrimination. You must endorse Senate
Bill 2313 to ensure that women in Hawaii are paid and treated equally and fairly.

I am aware that you are busy and have many issues to address. However, please consider that if
we continue at our current pace, women will not receive equal pay until 2058. This is too long to
wait. Please endorse Senate Bill 2313.

I appreciate all that you do for our State, and look forward to your support and effort towards
ensuring women receive equal pay to men. Thank you for your understanding.

Sincerely,

Chloe Shimomaye
Mr. Flatt’s AVID Class
Kawananakoa Middle School



LATE i ATE TESTIMONY

Dear Senator Gilbert,

The wage gap between men and women is a big problem. For every 86 cents a
women earns in Hawaii, a male earns 1 dollar. This means that women lose out on more
than $1.4 billion annually. The poverty rate in Hawaii is also higher for women than men,
women with 12% and men with 7%. If two people of the opposite sex have the same job
and the same amount of commitment to do it, they both should get the same amount of
pay. The bill SB 2313 states “Action should be taken to encourage greater gender
equality in the work place.” At the rate Hawaii is going right now equal pay will not be
reached until 2058. That’s about 42 years from now, meaning that most of the younger
generation will be 8-3 years away from retirement. This problem needs to be fixed sooner

than later.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Linn
Kawananakoa middle

Brian Flatt’s AVID class



LATE i ATE TESTIMONY
Dear Senator Gilbert, Mark Takai, and Tulsi Gabbard,

Studies show that on average, for every man's dollar, women obtain 77 to 86
cents.

This is not the first time women are compared and discriminated against men.
Before the Women's Right Movement began, men were clearly favored over women.
Women could not vote, could not own land, were labeled as "property" of men as such
they could hurt us physically with no consequences, not allowed to receive ed}ucation and
if they did, majority of colleges and universities would not enroll them, and as a result
women could not work or were only paid a fraction of what men received, very similar to
today.

Many jobs require the same capabilities, labor, and responsibilities. New or
amended laws can be enacted to decrease the number of employers who utilize legal
reasons to pay men more than women. The difference in wages have cost women who
work 35 to 40 hours a week about 1.4 billion dollars; with 12% of women with financial
difficulties versus 7% of men in poverty.

It's ironic how everyone is treated differently just because of how they look, what
they believe in, and their cultures such as the Cherokees and African Americans. Not all
injustice is in the past, as there are still some cases in the present. I hope you will support
this bill.

Sincerely,
Jenny Pang
Kawananakoa Middle School

Mr. Flatt's Social Studies Class
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Dear Senator Than Oakland , Kei+h - A\j ardn, Qprmh{&e/a'mo,

Studies show that on average, for every man's dollar, women obtain 77 to 86
cents.

This is not the first time women are compared and discriminated against men.
Before the Women's Right Movement began, men were clearly favored over women.
Women could not vote, could not own land, were labeled as "property" of men as such
they could hurt us physically with no consequences, not allowed to receive ed’ucation and
if they did, rﬁajority of colleges and universities would not enroll them, and as a result
women could not work or were only paid a fraction of what men received, very similar to
today.

Many jobs require the same capabilities, labor, and responsibilities. New or
amended laws can be enacted to decrease the number of employers who utilize legal
reasons to pay men more than women. The difference in wages have cost women who
work 35 to 40 hours a week about 1.4 billion dollars; with 12% of women with financial
difficulties versus 7% of men in poverty.

It's ironic how everyone is treated differently just because of how they look, what
they believe in, and their cultures such as the Cherokees and African Americans. Not all
injustice is in.the past, as there are still some cases in the present. I hope you will support
this bill.

‘Sincerely,
Jenny Pang
Kawananakoa Middle School

Mr. Flatt's Social Studies Class
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