












   

Before the House Judiciary Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 325 

March 22, 2016; 2:00 PM 
415 South Beretania St. 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
 

Written Testimony of Jim Halpert 
on behalf of the  

State Privacy and Security Coalition, Inc. 
 

Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair San Buenaventura, and Members of the Committee: 
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to submit testimony on Senate Bill 2298 SD1 HD1 
Relating to the Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act. 
 
The State Privacy & Security Coalition is comprised of 25 major technology and media 
companies and 6 trade associations representing companies in the technology, media and 
advertising sectors.   
 
Our Coalition supports SB 2298 SD1 HD1, which would create a reasonable compromise 
regarding disposition of digital accounts upon death or incapacitation.  The bill would 
accommodate the needs of settling and administering estates, providing full or limited access to 
information for guardians, holders of powers of attorney, and others assisting people who may be 
incapacitated, while respecting the account holder’s rights to privacy.  In addition to 
commitments made to users, custodians’ obligations under the federal Electronic 
Communications Privacy Act prohibit disclosures of content or account information except 
under specific circumstances.  This bill appropriately recognizes these limitations and provides a 
consistent framework for anyone petitioning for information related to the contents of another’s 
account.   
 
This is a sensitive issue involving an extremely complicated legal landscape; we appreciate your 
consideration of a measure that is in common accord with the revised model promulgated by the 
Uniform Law Commission.  Uniformity in state law on this issue is very important to the 
Coalition.  We urge the Committee to pass this bill with an appropriate effective date.  Thank 
you for addressing this issue. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
James J. Halpert 
General Counsel 
500 8th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 799-4000 
Jim.Halpert@dlapiper.com  
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