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Testimony to the House Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection  

Thursday, March 17, 2016 at 8:30 am   
Conference Room 325 

State Capitol 
RE: Senate Bill 2021 related to special purpose revenue bonds  

 
Chair Lee, Vice Chair Lowe and Members of the Committee on Energy & Environmental 
Protection: 
 
Hawaii Gas supports SB 2021, which seeks authorization for of the issuance of special purpose 
revenue bonds to BioEnergy Hawaii, LLC, for the purpose of establishing a cogeneration facility 
and related energy production facilities, for an additional five years. 
 
Bioenergy Hawaii is actively pursuing the production of renewable gas energy in Hawaii at 
multiple locations, and Hawaii Gas is actively seeking to secure renewable gas supplies.  
  
These efforts are directly aligned with achieving the State’s clean energy goals and are strongly 
supported by Hawaii Gas.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  
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HOUSE	COMMITTEE	ON	ENERGY	&	ENVIRONMENTAL	PROTECTION	
Thursday,	March	17,	2016	—	8:30	a.m.	—	Room	325	

	
Ulupono	Initiative	Strongly	Supports	SB	2021,	Relating	to	Special	Purpose	Revenue	
Bonds	to	Assist	BioEnergy	Hawaii,	LLC.	
	
Dear	Chair	Lee,	Vice	Chair	Lowen,	and	Members	of	the	Committee:	
	
My	name	is	Murray	Clay	and	I	am	Managing	Partner	of	the	Ulupono	Initiative,	a	Hawai‘i-
based	impact	investment	firm	that	strives	to	improve	the	quality	of	life	for	the	people	of	
Hawai‘i	by	working	toward	solutions	that	create	more	locally	produced	food;	increase	
affordable,	clean,	renewable	energy;	and	reduce	waste.	We	believe	that	self-sufficiency	is	
essential	to	our	future	prosperity	and	will	help	shape	a	future	where	economic	progress	
and	mission-focused	impact	can	work	hand	in	hand.	
	
Ulupono	strongly	supports	SB	2021,	which	will	extend	the	authorization	for	the	issuance	
of	Special	Purpose	Revenue	Bonds	(SPRBs)	to	BioEnergy	Hawaii,	LLC	for	an	additional	five	
years,	because	it	aligns	with	our	goals	of	increasing	the	production	of	clean,	renewable	
energy	and	reducing	landfill	waste	in	Hawaiʻi.	As	Hawaiʻi’s	energy	and	waste	issues	become	
more	complex	and	challenging,	we	appreciate	this	committee’s	efforts	to	look	at	policies	
that	address	these	issues.	
	
BioEnergy	Hawaii’s	planned	resource	recovery	facility	will	divert	70%	of	the	incoming	
municipal	solid	waste	from	the	West	Hawai‘i	Sanitary	Landfill	to	instead	be	used	for	
recycling,	compost	and	conversion	of	waste	into	energy.	The	project	will	include	advanced	
recycling	operations	and	produce	multiple	value	products	from	the	waste	streams:	
recyclable	commodities,	organics,	and	residual	solid	fuel.	Under	the	BioEnergy	Hawaii	
approach,	recyclables	will	be	recovered	and	sent	to	the	local	recycling	commodity	market;	
wet	organic	waste	will	be	treated	through	anaerobic	digestion	to	produce	fertilizer,	
compost	and	energy	rich	biogas;	the	solid	materials	–	mixed	papers,	textiles,	low-value	
plastics	and	wood	–	will	be	processed	into	a	post-recycled	engineered	fuel.	
	
Thank	you	for	this	opportunity	to	testify.	
	
Respectfully,	
	
Murray	Clay	
Managing	Partner	
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